		
		

THE SPIRIT

FOUNTAIN CITY UMC

SEPTEMBER 2022 NEWSLETTER

Dear Church Family,
Discipleship activity at the church is off to a great fall launch! I want to thank all of you
who 1) do all of the behind-the-scenes work to make it come together so well and 2) have
the courage to come out and participate for the first time. If it is your first time to come to a
small group, serve, or help out in a ministry area, that is a big step! Thank you for trusting
us on your spiritual journey!
I also want to let you in on a conversation I had with a person in our church. Let’s call
her Susan. She was excited to tell me, “It actually worked!” She went on to tell me how
she invited a stranger to church. As it so happened, “Susan” was helping friends out by
checking on their dog while they were away. While Susan was walking her friends’ dog
in the neighborhood, she stopped to talk to a person who was out enjoying the beautiful
weather. In their polite chatter, it became apparent to Susan that this person was not involved in church, but looking. Our
faithful Susan went out on a limb and did something she had not done in a long time. She invited this stranger to church!
Lo and behold, guess who was in a church pew the next Sunday? You guessed it, the stranger she met on that sunny day!
It actually worked!
Gently inviting someone to worship, CR, Fountain City Fellowship on Wednesday nights, or to help serve in some way
may seem intimidating, but it does actually work. The simple phrase of “Come sit with me,” communicates “I see you.
You matter,” and may very well be the spark they need to start or re-start a life-giving relationship with God.
The great news is that all of us get to celebrate in this victory. Why? Just like Paul shares in Romans 12:4-6 (NRSV)
4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in
Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according
to the grace given to each of us.
All of us are part of the Body of Christ at Fountain City UMC. We need you, and you need us. With Christ as our guide,
together we truly are making it better for people in our community, one invite at a time.
Eagerly Inviting People To Meet The Christ In You,
Pastor Don
Unstuck Update
Our church council made the decision to partner with Unstuck, a church consulting group that helps churches do what
the name says. This video link will give you a picture of what they do: https://vimeo.com/597202621/343e10af05. Our
Unstuck team, prayerfully selected by Church Council, staff, and other involved leaders in our congregation met for
the first time with our consultant after worship services on Sunday, August 21. The consultant and his wife attended all
three services as “secret shoppers.” In short, we really are a welcoming church on Sunday morning. He was also very
impressed with our strong protocols for children’s safety. Not to mention, to use his words, we have “The best snacks he
has ever seen!” There is a reason people line up at the Welcome Center!
Our first meeting had us working through some current and historical data, along with fact-checking some details
that were not clear. We worked our way through tough questions about church ministry, answering questions such as
what’s healthy, what’s stuck, what’s unclear, and what’s missing. These simple questions launched us into some healthy
conversation.
Our consultant will be back with the team on September 23 from 6:00-9:00 PM and September 24 from 9:00 AM5:00 PM to digest more of what has been discovered and help us begin to discern a path. We will continue to keep you
informed. Please pray for the members of this team. They are a dedicated group of people with over 200 years of
combined attendance and membership of our congregation. Together we feel that God will guide us in this process so
that we have a stronger future. The members of the team are: Jessie Buttram, Seth Charles, Chase Crickenberger, Craig
Grantham, Samantha and Chris Hurst, Donna Lewis, Misty McComas, Tommy Schumpert, Mark Seals, Carlton Searcy,
and Don Hanshew.

EPIC EVENT
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 • 11:00 AM

PRAYERS, PRESENCE, GIFTS,
SERVICE, and Witness
OUR GIFTS:
WEEKLY OFFERING
Jul 18-24
$21,848.75
Jul 25-31
$16,694.00
Aug 1-7
$23,589.00
Aug 8-14
$22,529.00
Aug 15-21 $16,733.00

FAITH PROMISE

Faith Promise Sunday is
September 25. Go to
www.fountaincityumc.org
and click on “GIVE” to
make your commitment.

SEPTEMBER MENU*
September 7: Chicken Alfredo Lasagna or GF chicken
tenderloins, vegetables, garlic rolls, tossed salad, and
pineapple cream pie.
September 14: Meat Loaf, GF chicken tenderloins, or
burger & fries, mashed potatoes, peas, cole slaw, and
chocolate éclair cake.
September 21: Chicken Stir Fry (GF) or nuggets & tots,
vegetables and rice, egg roll, and fruit cobbler.
September 28: Roast Pork (GF) or all-beef hotdog &
fries, pot roast vegetables, tomato & cucumber salad,
rolls, and spice cake with caramel icing.

A representative of Knoxville/
Knox County Emergency
Management Agency (KEMA)
will speak to us about a variety
of disasters and emergency
situations that can (and have)
taken place in and around
Knoxville. What we should be
prepared to do (and not do) will be outlined. We will
hear about “shelter-in-place” and what that entails.We will
understand what evacuation means and why that may
be necessary and how long that might be required.
In the case of evacuation, what documents will we need
to have with us, how do we store them at home and
how do we take them with us? What is a “go bag” and
how does it differ from a bag of clothes, toilet articles,
etc, that you might take to hospital if you were having
elective surgery? Making the suggested pre-disaster
preparations will calm some of our worries and make it
much easier for loved ones to take care of your affairs
in case you can’t.
Finally, Knox County is implementing an emergency
notification system very soon that will feature a
variety of warnings and recommended actions for
residents tailored to alert folks in a small area
directly affected by the emergency that is occurring.
Join us for a very informative and thought
provoking session. Lunch and fellowship will follow
the presentation. Please register in Realm or by
calling the church office at 865-689-5175 no
later than September 6. Registration is mandatory (no
signup = no lunch). The cost to attend is $10.00. Hope
to see you there! It will be EPIC!

*Menu subject to change based on product availability
Adults : $10 Seniors (65+) & Youth (MS & HS) : $7
Children (Birth-5th) : FREE Family Max : $25
Please remember to sign up by Monday at midnight
using one of these options:
•
•
•
•

Use your phone camera app to scan this QR Code
Register online in Realm
Sign up on the Connection Card
Call the church office at 865-689-5175

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

• 8:30am Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)
• 9:45am Journey Worship (Gym & Livestream)
• 9:45am Sunday Morning Discipleship churchwide
• 11am Traditional Worship (Sanctuary & Livestream)
• 11am Sunday Morning Discipleship
(135,136,137, &138)
• 11am Fountain Kids Bible Experience (212)

Community. Fountain City UMC loves our
community and we show it in spiritual and giving
ways for the last, the least and the lost. There are
several opportunities in September for our church
family to give back to our community.

OUR MISSIONAL SPIRIT
DIAPER DRIVE
The Sarah Circle of United
Women in Faith (formerly
United Methodist Women)
is hosting a Diaper Drive in
support of Helping Mamas
Knoxville from August 21 to
October 10, 2022.
And we can help! Items needed include any
size of baby diaper (especially the larger sizes,
including pull-ups), baby wipes, baby toiletries, and
baby formula. Helping Mamas Knoxville’s Amazon
Wish List (https://tinyurl.com/y4veja9s) allows
you to ship items directly to Helping Mamas.
We invite our entire congregation to bring in items
and place them in the bin outside of Wesley Hall.
Let’s show our missionary spirit by helping these
mothers in need in and around Knoxville. Thank
you!
BLESSING BOX NEEDS
We appreciate the support the FCUMC
Blessing Box has received from our
congregation in support of community.
We have a decent supply of food
items. However, we are in need
toiletry items for our supply closet
such as toothpaste and toothbrushes, soaps,
deodorants, feminine hygiene items, and shampoo.
Financial donations are also welcome! You can
donate financial gifts by visiting out website and
using the GIVE menu option at the top. There is
module for The Blessing Box at the bottom of the
Give Online page. Thank you church family for
supporting our community!

FCMC CLOTHING CLOSET

The
FCMC
Clothing
Closet needs us! Back-toSchool clothing too small?
Our Faith Promise partner,
Fountain City Ministry Center, has a clothing closet
attached to Central Baptist Church of Fountain City
where families can find the clothes they need.
Every year as kids head back to school, some
families in our community struggle to afford new
school clothes. Please consider donating gently
used items to the clothing closet. Due to an increase
in those needing assistance, school clothes sizes
children’s small to adult XXL for boys and girls in
kindergarten through high school are in demand.
Use the FCMC bin inside Door #5 or drop them off
at the Ministry Center attached to Central Baptist
Church. Thank you church family for your support
of this important ministry right in our own backyard!
FAMILY PROMISE OF KNOXVILLE
NIGHT WITHOUT A BED • OCTOBER 1
#NightWithoutABed is
a social media challenge
and fundraiser which
raises awareness for
families experiencing homelessness. Participants are
asked to sleep anywhere without a bed: cars, tents,
treehouses, living room floors, or couches, and
use the hashtag #NightWithoutABed to post a
video blog or photo with a short entry to describe
their experiences. In doing so, participants will
prayerfully represent their solidarity with families
experiencing homelessness.
A NOTE OF THANKS
OPERATION INASMUCH KNOXVILLE
A huge thank you to all of our volunteers who showed up
and served our community in August for our Inasmuch
Day! Flowers were arranged and delivered, bells were
rung, blessing bags and care kits were assembled, ramps
and a deck were built, food was collected and sorted,
cars were checked and repaired, gardens were planted
and tended, sidewalks were pressure washed, offices
were reorganized, bus passes were given, clothes were
laundered, blankets were made, household items, snacks,
and baby shower gifts were donated, food was packed,
and many lives were touched. And thanks to all those
who donated items or money in support of these projects.
Let’s keep serving together!

We Need Volunteers for Come Home to Bethlehem

Our annual Come Home To Bethlehem event
will be here before we know it! Donna Lewis is
already making plans and asking for volunteers.
Please email Miss Donna at donna.lewis@fountaincity
umc.org if you will once again share your enthusiastic
support for this engaging community event.
Volunteer opportunities include soldiers to lead groups
through Bethlehem, townspeople, shepherds with the
zoo, hospitality, census (contact Melissa Greene at
melissa.greene@fountaincityumc.org), costumes (contact
Lynne Thurber at mrs_jabo@msn.com, Melissa Charles
at melissawcharles@yahoo.com or Patty McMahon at
nurse.patty92146@gmail.com), Photo Booth, Music
(contact Leslie Hill at leslie.hill@fountaincityumc.org),
prayer tree, parking attendants, and video/photography
during event.
We also need individuals for one or two person skits (three
minutes), as well as station actors for the Toy Shop, Bakery,
Bethlehem Inn, Stable, and Shepherd’s Story. We look
forward to another spectacular Come Home To
Bethlehem!

On Sunday, September 18, we will have our annual
church picnic at the Iglehart farm. Every year, the
Igleharts graciously welcome us to their home (6161
Edmondson Lane) for some games, fellowship and a
delicious barbecue meal! We will gather at 4:30 PM and
the meal will be served at 5:30 PM.
Please bring a side dish or dessert to share. Doug
Shipman and his crew will provide the barbecue. Make
sure to bring some lawn chairs or a picnic blanket
and outdoor games you want to play. We will have an
inflatable water slide too! As always, the picnic is free
for our church family to enjoy, but if you’d like to make
a donation to help offset the cost, we won’t say no! (The
rain date is September 25, 2022.)

YOUNG ADULTS LUNCHEON
Sunday, September 11, 2022 • 12:00-1:00 PM

Fall Session: August 10-November 2 • Room 137
Wednesdays at 10:00 AM or 6:30 PM
$20 registration fee, scholarships available
Surviving the Holidays Seminar • November 9, 2022
10:00 AM or 6:30 PM
$5 Registration fee • Scholarships available
It hurts to lose someone. Find help at GriefShare,
a friendly, caring group who will walk alongside
you through one of life’s most difficult experiences.
You don’t have to go through the grieving process alone.
Join anytime. Registration on our website at https://
www.fountaincityumc.org/griefshare/.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY-FRIDAY
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Join us in Wesley Hall for a time of food, fun and
fellowship for young adults (ages 18-27). Come
as you are and enjoy the feast! Register in Realm
or on our website at www.fountaincityumc.org/
young-adults-lunch/.
ABOUT THE COVER PHOTO:
This year marks the 40th anniversary of the
1982 World’s Fair and is recognized as the
last successful World’s Fair held in America.
If you would like to see one of your photos grace
the cover of a future The Spirit, please email
kathleen.bloom@fountaincityumc.org.

OUR PRESENCE
CELEBRATING WITH OUR CHURCH FAMILY

Our church family continues to grow!
We certainly have a lot to celebrate
as a congregation.
Our 8th annual Keyboard Concert will be
presented Sunday, September 25, at 3:00 PM in the
FCUMC sanctuary. Come and hear a variety of
music from fun to inspiring, all played by four hands or
more at a time. Leslie, Kim, Stephanie, Josh, Andrew,
and Sheree can’t wait to share this music with you!
Donations will be collected to support the Melton
Scholarship Fund at this event. Please join us!

Please join us in celebrating
the following blessings!
Join us in celebrating the birth of Mary Ruth
Walton on Saturday, July 30, 2022. Proud parents
are Paige & Brandon Walton. Please lift prayers for
Mary Ruth, Paige, Brandon, and big siblings Rhett,
Reid & Maggie. Congratulations!

Preschool Update

As of August 22, the preschool is back in full swing! We’ve had an exciting summer as
we pioneered new summer programming. For three weeks in July, we hosted a Preschool
Summer Camp for three-, four- and five-year-olds who were already enrolled in our
school-year program. Thirty-seven children and seven teachers took part in the program
exploring Jungle, Ocean and Forest biomes. Some highlights included visits from the
Knoxville Zoo and coding with The Muse Children’s Museum. We hope to expand the
Summer Camp next year to include community children who may not be enrolled in the
preschool.
Another exciting summer development was the award of a Program Development grant from Tennessee
Department of Human Services. We were able to retire our six-seater infant stroller and replace it with a
newer model. No one is quite sure how old the buggy is, but Sheryl Tindell, who has taught at the preschool
for 22 years, says it was here when she began! Additional funds were used to expand our STEM offerings with
ramp sets for the four- year-old classrooms, and a large Magnetic Ramp Wall which will be installed on the
playground. We were also able to replace some classroom furniture and purchase some items to aid children
experiencing sensory issues.
Our enrollment has increased this year, which allowed us to expand our fabulous staff with three new
educators: Lori Hensley, Rachel Combs and Laura Brown. Each of these individuals brings a wealth of
knowledge and experience to our program and we are so glad to welcome them. In a wonderful “full circle”
moment, Laura Brown is returning to the preschool after being a student here many years ago!
As we begin the school year, we would like to thank the many individuals who support us all year. From the
church office staff of Melissa, Ashley and Chad, to Ralph and the facilities staff of Todd, Roland and John,
from the Children’s Ministry Director, Donna, Doug who helps with food supplies, and the pastoral staff of
Don, Chase and Seth who encourage and lift us up, to the church members serving on the Preschool Board who
advise and support us – we thank you all so much. We couldn’t do it without you!

Alycia Truett, FCUMC Preschool Director

FOUNTAIN KIDs
TRUST is part of God’s Big Story
Throughout history, God has been faithful to us. God
kept the promise to send Jesus to save us. When we
remember that God will continue to be dependable,
we can choose to trust God no matter what we face
in life. The Bible shows examples of people who
knew firsthand what it meant to trust God in many
circumstances. This month, we focus on three of them
who happen to be part of the same family: Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. Through their stories, we’ll discover
how we can trust God no matter what we face.
Week One: For week one, we pick up where we left
off last month and continue with Abraham’s story.
In Genesis 15, 18, and 21, we discover that God’s
promise to Abraham takes longer than Abraham might
have thought. This tests Abraham’s trust in God, but
God renews Abraham’s covenant. Abraham learns that
he can trust God. Eventually, Abraham and Sarah have
a son and name him Isaac. God’s promise to Abraham
is coming true.
Week Two: We discover Isaac venturing out on his
own. In Genesis 26, we find out that Isaac moved
to a region where he reclaimed the wells that had
belonged to his father, Abraham.
Week Three: We meet Isaac’s sons Jacob and Esau
in Genesis 25, 27, and 28. Jacob and Esau always
had a complicated relationship from the moment they
were born. Jacob eventually took advantage of Esau’s
moment of exhaustion.
Week Four: We finish the month by discovering what
happened to Jacob and Esau’s relationship. In Genesis 31:3, 32:3-32, and 33:1-17, we find out that Jacob
knows that God wants him to return home after years
of living away from Esau. After all that has happened,
Jacob is worried about how Esau will respond to him.
Jacob goes above and beyond to ensure his safety, but
God has already prepared the way. Jacob and Esau
reconcile. Esau goes home to his family and Jacob
camps with his family in Canaan.

Love, Miss Donna

FOUNTAIN LITTLES
Our preschoolers are going to experience feeling sad,
afraid, frustrated, and happy – sometimes all in one
day! But here’s the good news: We are wonderfully
made in God’s image, and God gave us all of these
emotions! We want preschoolers to know that they can
trust God with all their hearts and talk to God about
everything, including how they feel. And when they
do, God will always listen and help them because God
loves them no matter what.

Week One: God loves me when I am sad. Hannah
was deeply heartbroken because she could not have a
baby. Through intense tears of sadness, Hannah talked
to God about how she felt. She knew she could trust
God with all her heart and that God would love her
and help her.
Week Two: God loves me when I am afraid. Gideon
knew what it was like to feel afraid. Gideon was so
afraid of the Midianites that he hid in a hole to thresh
his wheat! But God sent an angel to talk with Gideon
and let him know that the Lord was with him. Gideon
knew he could trust God with all his heart and that
God would love him and help him.
WeekThree: God loves me when I am frustrated.
Moses was leading the Israelites, but they complained
no matter what God did for them. Moses talked to God
about his feelings of frustration, and God sent people
to help Moses! He knew he could trust God with all
his heart and that God would love him and help him.
Week Four: God loves me when I am
happy. God gave Sarah and Abraham a child
after they had waited a very, VERY long time.
Sarah was so happy that it brought her laughter! Sarah
and Abraham knew they could trust God with all their
hearts and that God would love them and help them,
and they celebrated what God did.

IN MEMORY & IN HONOR
GENERAL FUND
In Memory of Dick Todd by Polly Kelly
In Memory of Erma Brewer by Lilian Holbert
In Memory of Edna Gray by Bill & Sarah Greene
In Memory of Jeanne Rhyne by Carol Webster, and Mark
Webster
FOUNTAIN CITY MINISTRY CENTER
In Memory of Genie Kilday by Tom Harrington
In Memory of David Wilson by Tom Harrington
In Memory of Erma Brewer by Rudy & Carol McBee
In Memory of Barbara Cravens by Rudy & Carol McBee
In Memory of Edna Gray by Tom Harrington
In Memory of Bill Bigham by Tom Harrington
In Memory of Richard & Vera Cumby by Tom Harrington

WE EXTEND OUR SYMPATHIES TO.......
Charley Gray and family in the death of his mother,
Edna May Gray, on July 30, 2022.
Reid & Kathy Rhyne and family in the deaths of his
mother, Myra “Jeanne” Rhyne, on July 30, 2022 and
her father, Ray Proffitt, on August 21, 2022.
Carlene LeCompte and family in the death of her
husband, Michael LeCompte, on August 7, 2022.

THE JOURNEY
In Memory of Steve Ferguson by Brian & Mary Hammill,
and Douglas & Michelle Veum
CHOIR FUND
In Memory of Erma Brewer by Bill & Martha Routh, Liz
Brown, and Don & Judy McLean
UPPER ROOM MINISTRIES
In Memory of Dr. Allen Chamberlain by Tom & Emily
Cloud
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
In Honor of Jenny Cook by Bill & Martha Routh
INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Tim Brown 865-599-3429
Tom Harrington 865-687-9460
prayer@fountaincityumc.org
STEPHEN MINISTRY
Gail Clift 865-922-9408

Stephen Ministers are congregation members trained
by their Stephen leaders to offer care to people who
are hurting. They provide high-quality, one-to-one,
Christ-centered care to people in our congregation
and the community experiencing life difficulties.

Pastor On Call
After Hours & Weekends
Text or Call 865-888-0192

When there is a hospitalization, death in
the family, or any time you may need urgent
pastoral care when the church office is closed,
we encourage you to text or call 865-888-0192
to reach the pastor on call.

Fountain City UMC
212 Hotel Road
Knoxville, TN 37918
Phone: 865-689-5175
Email: fcumc@fountaincityumc.org
Website: www.fountaincityumc.org
Stay Informed Each Week
Don’t forget to sign up for our weekly
Friday News Flash by completing the
Stay Informed box on the FCUMC
website homepage.
It has all of the details about what is
happening at FCUMC on a weekly basis!

DIGITAL EDITION OF THE SPIRIT
Would you like to opt out of receiving the print edition
of The Spirit monthly newsletter and see it digitally
instead? It is available online through our weekly
FRIDAY NEWS FLASH as well as on our website at
www.fountaincityumc.org.
Please email us at spirit@fountaincityumc.org to
update your preference.

