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Text and Email Scams From Don Hanshew?
It is becoming more common for members of churches to be scammed during a pastoral transition. The 
transition is very public and people don’t yet have the proper contact information for the pastor. That 
said, if you have received a text, email, or Facebook or Instagram message from me or Chase that is 
asking for gift cards, cash, or other personal information, please contact the church office. It is a scam. 
Your pastors will never ask you for gift cards, cash, or personal information on a text message or social 
media. 

As an added word of caution, text scams often look like they come from a legitimate business. 
Remember, legitimate companies’ requests for personal information won’t happen over a text message. If you think a 
message might be real, contact the company using a phone number or website you know is real. Not the information in 
the text message. For more information on how to spot and respond to text spam, check out Federal Trade Commission 
Consumer Information at https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/how-recognize-and-report-spam-text-messages#spam. 

Building With Big Legos
I remember a time as a kid going to a friend’s house one sunny afternoon to play. No sooner had I arrived than the sun 
quickly turned to rain, so we decided to play with Legos in his room. From under his bed, he pulled out a large box filled 
with Legos of every size, shape, and color I could imagine. We started making “cars” which were as much space ships 
as anything else. Without instructions, or a picture, our cars just didn’t look very good. After some time, we suddenly 
discovered instructions on how to build a racecar in the bottom of the box. Wow! Did we really have the Legos in the box 
to make that car? In fairly short time we not only made one, but two! 

To make the jump from a jumbled box of bricks to cool looking cars was fairly straight forward. It took work, a picture 
of a vision, and two boys who were willing to set out on the mission of getting it done. 

I am so proud of our staff. They are a committed, passionate, and gifted group! On Monday, August 16, we spent the larg-
er part of a day in a staff retreat facilitated by LeeAnn Foster, a Human Resources consultant who specializes in working 
with non-profits and churches. With her guidance, and the collective commitment of our team, and with a simple glimpse 
of a vision of where we are trying to go, we made great progress in clarifying some goals of how we can help the church 
grow spiritually and numerically. Some important and colorful bricks were put in place. Yes, there is much work still to 
do, but we all left with a renewed since of commitment and purpose. 

We are building something special here at Fountain City United Methodist as laity and staff. Those who have gone be-
fore us have given us a special box of bricks to build with and upon. I am eager and excited to be building together for a 
brighter and more fruitful future.

I hope you will join us for our upcoming worship series entitled “The Common Good.” The title comes from Nehemiah 
2:18, and the movement of this upcoming worship outlines his contribution to helping rebuild the wall of Israel. There is 
so much to learn from Nehemiah about passion, will, and God’s favor. I hope you will join us, and bring a friend!

Building Beside You,
Rev. Don Hanshew, Senior Pastor

Working For the Common Good: A Worship Series on Nehemiah 

Sometimes the problems of our community, country, and world seem so 
big. What could you ever do about it? A lot more than you think! Your life 
has purpose and your story is still unfolding. Dream big dreams and ask the 
simple question, “What will God do through me for the common good?”
Invite a friend to come sit with you during this five-part worship series on the person and book of Nehemiah, August 22 - 
September 19. Accompanying small group material will be released each Sunday during our Thrive Small Group 
experience at 11am in the gym.



ABOUT THE COVER PHOTO:
Helenium is a member of the sunflower family and 
this particular cultivar should get a lot of us ready 

for football season! If you’d like to see one of your 
photos grace the cover of a future The Spirit 

newsletter, please email Kathleen Bloom at kathleen.
bloom@fountaincityumc.org.

OUR GIFTS:  
WEEKLY OFFERING
 July 26-Aug 1      $23,873.01
 Aug 2-8                $32,945.19
 Aug 9-15              $10,764.00
 Aug 16-22            $18,765.57
 

             
 

  FAITH PROMISE
Faith Promise Sunday will 

be September 26. Please 
mail your check to the 
church office or go to 

www.fountaincityumc.org 
and click on “GIVE” on our 

homepage to make your 
commitment.

PRAYERS, PRESENCE, GIFTS,  

SERVICE, and Witness

Our extended church family continues to grow! 
We invite you to rejoice in these blessings with us!

Join us in celebrating new members Lynne, Owen 
& Joey Thurber who joined our church family 
on August 15 in The Journey Worship service. 

Welcome!

Join us in celebrating new members
Debra & Steve Horner, and family. They joined 
our church family on August 15 in The Journey.

Welcome!

Join us in celebrating new members Trevor, Sarah, 
Henry & Amelia Toll who joined our church 

family on August 1 in our Traditional worship as 
Henry & Amelia were baptized. Welcome!

Join us every Sunday at 11am in the 
Gym for our small group experience, 
Thrive. 

Together we tackle the big 
questions of our faith and the content 
of the week’s sermons.

Most importantly, we want to come 
together to thrive and grow in our faith so that we might 
better live into our relationship and covenant with Christ. 

OUR PRESENCE:
CELEBRATING WITH OUR FCUMC FAMILY

DONATE TO FCUMC BY 
USING AMAZON SMILE

Fountain City UMC has officially signed up for Amazon Smile. 
Not familiar with Amazon Smile? It’s an easy way to donate
to the church while buying items on Amazon.
 
The link https://smile.amazon.com/ch/62-
0606150 or this QR code will take you directly to 
smile.amazon.com in support of FCUMC or you 
can search for our organization.
 

The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the 
purchase price from your eligible smile.amazon.com 
purchases to FCUMC. Tens of millions of products are eligible 
for donations, which you will see marked “Eligible 
for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. 
(Recurring Subscribe & Save purchases and subscription 
renewals are not currently eligible to generate donations).
 
Remember, only purchases made at smile.amazon.com (not 
www.amazon.com) or with AmazonSmile turned ON in the 
Amazon Shopping app on your mobile phone will generate 
AmazonSmile donations. So, remember to change your current 
Amazon bookmark to smile.amazon.com & Happy Shopping!
Questions? Contact Ashley Garren in the church office at (865) 
689-5175.



Hello Church Family,
My name is Tim Brown and I love Fountain City 
UMC!  I have been a member here just over 10 
years alongside my wife Cathy, son Ben, and my 
mom Cherie. I attend early Traditional Service, 
The Journey, Celebrate Recovery, Seekers, 
and Thrive. I feel blessed to be part of the CR 
Leadership Team, Finance Committee, Staff 
Parish Relations Committee, Hospitality, 
Congregational Care, and I  help with our 
Intercessory Prayer Ministry “Grace”. Yes, 
Grace! With the guidance of Don & Chase we 

are naming the Prayer Ministry “Grace” 
because Jesus died and rose from the grave.  It is 
through His death & resurrection that we find 
a Savior who bore the wrath of God that we 
deserved ourselves. Jesus paid the debt of our sins 
and declared us righteous. This is Grace. And 
with this gift of Grace we must respond in 
humility through prayer! Not merely because 
Jesus prayed, but because He died to give 
us hearts that long to pray in thanksgiving 
and love.  This ministry has been part of Fountain 
City UMC life for nearly 200 years and it is our 
desire to see it continue to serve God & our 
community  for 200 more.  We want to see prayer at 
the center of everything we do in ministry at Foutain 
City UMC. It is our goal to make the prayer list 
bigger by making it smaller...meaning that we 
will be getting with Sunday School Classes and 

Thrive Small Groups, asking for leaders from 
each to organize, format, and manage the prayer 
concerns for that group.  This will allow the 
groups to provide accessible and intentional 
prayer focus on a manageable list with accurate 
and informative updates. There will be a 
centralized electronic means to visualize each 
group’s list as well as all emergent prayer 
concerns.  We will have a new interactive 
Prayer Wall.  We have a Prayer Shawl ministry, 
and we will be organizing Prayer Clinics to 
learn and help with our Prayer Life.  We want to 
organize Prayer Walks in the community, and 
you can now submit prayer concerns on Fountain 
City UMC’s updated website. We gather 
monthly in the Chapel to explore different ways 
to pray, celebrating in song, taking communion, 
and growing in our Love for Jesus. We are rolling 
out a new logo by our own Kathleen Bloom...
kudos Kathleen! It is such an exciting time 
here at Fountain City UMC so please join us in 
celebrating God and one another through your Prayer 
Life!

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling 
among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the 
one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth.”  John 1:14

     GRACE Intercessory
    Prayer by Tim Brown

FOUNTAIN KIDS SEPTEMBER SCHEDULE 

Sunday Schedule
September 5, 12, 19, & 26
9:45 am:  Fountain Kids and Fountain Littles Sunday School (Check-in with KidCheck)
11:00 am:  Fountain Kids Bible Experience K-5 (first Sunday of the month is communion and 
parents have the option to keep children in 11:00 am Traditional worship or send them to Bible Experience)

Wednesday Schedule
September 1, 8, 15, 22, & 29
6:30-7:30 pm: Fountain Kids (K through 5th) and Fountain Littles (Birth through Pre-K)  
Parents should check-in children at 6:15 pm.



HELPING MAMAS 
KNOXVILLE

Do you need changing? 
How many times a day does 
a mama change a baby’s 
diaper?

In the first months of life, 
newborns average up to 8 to 10 diaper changes per 
day. And over the first three months (the newborn 
stage), babies go through about 700 diapers.

So, for a year, the estimation would be: diaper 
requirements per year = 365 days × 8 to 10 diapers 
a day = 3650 to 4380 diapers.  At .40 cents a 
diaper, the cost is between $1460 and $1752!

Helping Mamas Knoxville works with 30 different 
agencies in East Tennessee to distribute baby supplies 
to low-income families.

The Sarah Circle of Fountain City United Methodist 
Women has chosen to donate diapers to Helping Ma-
mas Knoxville. And your help is needed!

You can purchase diapers of any size, bring 
them to the church and someone from Sarah 
Circle will get them to Helping Mamas.  Or you 
can use the Amazon link https://amzn.to/37Azbf7
to purchase the diapers and they will be 
delivered directly to Helping Mamas! 

Mark Your Calendars!

On Sunday, September 19, we will have our annual church 
picnic at the Iglehart farm. Every year, the Igleharts graciously 
welcome us to their home for some games, fellowship and a 
delicious barbecue meal! The address is 6161 Edmondson Lane.

Please plan on bringing a side dish or dessert to share. Doug 
Shipman and his crew will provide the barbecue. Make sure to 
bring some lawn chairs or a picnic blanket and outdoor games 
you want to play.

Use this QR code to register, and as always, the picnic is free for our church family to enjoy, but 
if you’d like to make a donation to help offset the cost, we won’t say no! 

Youth Choir and OffeRing

Music activities for youth (all students in grades 6 
through 12) will begin on the afternoon of Sunday, 
September 12.  

OffeRing will meet in the handbell room from 4:00 
to 5:00pm each week, and Youth Choir will gather 
in the choir room from 5:00 to 6:00pm.  

This is an open invitation for all youth regardless 
of which service they attend, as these groups will 
prepare music to be used in multiple services.

No registration is required. If you have any
questions, contact Leslie Hill by email at 
leslie.hill@fountaincityumc.org or by text at 
(865) 659-6960. 

MASKS ARE REQUIRED WHILE 
PRESCHOOL IS IN SESSION

Monday-Friday from 8:30am to 2:30pm, 
masks are required inside the church building. 

At all other times, masks are recommended. 
Thank you!



   FOUNTAIN KIDS    FOUNTAIN littles

Week 1:  We start at the beginning of Nehemiah’s
story in Nehemiah 1:1–2:18. We discover that 
Nehemiah was working for King Artaxerxes when his 
brother brought news from the exiles living in Judah. When 
he heard about the devastation in Jerusalem, Nehemiah was 
heartbroken. He recognized the vast need, but before he 
did anything, he prayed. Nehemiah knew that whatever he 
would do, he’d need God’s help to accomplish it. Bottom 
Line: Don’t wait for someone else to do what needs to be 
done.

Week 2:  We see a different part of Nehemiah’s 
story in week two. In Nehemiah 5:1-12, we discover that 
while everyone was building the wall, an issue arose. 
Some of the Israelites were severely mistreating each 
other. Even though Nehemiah was in charge of 
rebuilding the wall, he stopped to confront the issue. 
Helping others who were mistreated was more important 
than finishing the wall. He cared enough about the 
people to help them figure out a solution. Bottom Line: 
Look for ways to make things right. As they grow up, kids 
will notice others in need. They may see when others are 
being mistreated. We pray that kids will start to understand 
how they can be part of the solution in these situations and 
help fix what’s broken. Bottom Line: Look for ways to 
make things right.

Week 3: We explore how Nehemiah deals with some 
distractions in Nehemiah 2:19-20, 4, and 6. Not 
everyone liked what Nehemiah was doing. He had 
enemies who tried to get the people distracted from 
finishing the wall. But he sees through their plan and 
focused on the job God gave him to finish.   Bottom Line: 
Stay focused on what needs to be done.

Week 4: In our final week, we head to Nehemiah 3-4, 
6:15-16, and 8:1-17 and read that God helped Nehemiah 
and the people finish the wall in only 52 days! They 
celebrated what God had done for them, not only during 
those 52 days but throughout their history as His people. 
They heard God’s word and remembered how God had 
been faithful to them. They had a lot to be thankful for! 
Bottom Line: Look for ways to celebrate what God has 
done.

Week 1 Story Focus: God is with me so I can be brave. 
Week one, we tell the story of baby Moses and his mom. 
Moses’ mom believed that God was always with her and 
that God would always be with her baby. That is what 
helped her be brave enough to hide Moses in that tall grass. 

Week 2 Story Focus: God is with me so I can be 
wise. Week two, we will learn about a remarkable 
leader named Deborah. God was with her. And, 
because of that, she was wise enough to lead God’s 
people and tell them the right things to do. God is 
always with us so we can be wise, too. 

Week 3 Story Focus: God is with me so I can be 
courageous. Week three is the super exciting account of a 
woman named Rahab and how courageous she was to hide 
Joshua’s spies. Had she been caught, it would have been the 
end of her, but she had heard about the amazing things God 
had done and she wanted to be on His side! 

Week 4 Story Focus: God is with me so I can be strong. 
We will find ourselves in a royal court during week four as 
we hear about the strong actions of a queen named Esther. 
She risked her life to gain an audience with the king 
and plead for the lives of her people. Bravery, wisdom, 
courage, and strength…our preschoolers can live out all of 
these things when they know that God is always with them. 
That is why we will say countless times this month, God is 
always with me.



I am sure that many of you who saw the helicopters flying from the US embassy to the 
Kabul airport at the end of August were reminded of an almost identical scene in 1975 as US 
diplomatic staff were airlifted out of the US embassy during the fall of Saigon, the end of a 
brutal decade-long conflict in Vietnam. While I was not alive in 1975, as a student of political 
science, it was an image that I knew well. Now, after 20 years in the region, US forces have 
been withdrawn from Afghanistan ending our involvement in the longest war in our nation’s 
history. To put that length in perspective, I, one of your pastors who has graduated from both 
undergraduate and graduate school, with a gap year in between, was 6 years old and in the first 
grade when the war in Afghanistan first began. 
 

While I wish this was an opportunity to celebrate the end of the war and of bloodshed, unfortunately it is not 
because the war for the people on the streets of Kabul, especially our Christian brothers and sisters, and the 
trauma of our veterans who served is far from over. Our  20-year mission to establish a stable democracy in 
Afghanistan was sadly a failure and the Taliban was able to take over Kabul in just 10 days. However, I write 
this article not to evaluate the soundness of the decision to withdrawal. That is not something I have the 
qualifications to judge. Rather, I write this article to beg all of you to pray. 
 
I beg for you to pray for all of the people of Afghanistan, especially religious minorities and women. I beg you 
to pray for the young men and women who are coming home after serving in the armed forces, not knowing 
what is next for them or their careers. I beg you to pray for our veterans who are confused, traumatized, and 
greatly hurting physically, spiritually, and mentally in the wake of our unaccomplished mission. Lastly, I beg 
for you to pray that this not be another disaster amongst many that divide our nation more than it has already 
been divided. 

Let us not forget in the wake of this disaster that God is with us and prayer works. While the answers to our 
prayers may not always be what we hoped for, I do truly believe God is weeping alongside the people of 
Afghanistan and will make some good come from this tragedy. I pray that peace be with all of you and my door 
is always open to those who may be experiencing trauma and/or anger in the wake of this devastation for prayer 
and a listening ear. 

God Bless, 
Rev. Chase Crickenberger, Associate Pastor

For more details
check out our website:

 www.fountaincityumc.org 

Pastor on Call
 865-888-0192 

Sept 3-5: Don Hanshew

Sept 10-12: Chase Crickenburger

Sept 17-19: Don Hanshew

Sept 24-26: Chase Crickenburger

STEPHEN MINISTRY
Gail Clift  (865) 922-9408

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Tim Brown (865) 599-3429

Tom Harrington (865) 687-9460

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS FOR SEPTMBER

Monday-Thursday: 
8:30am-12:00pm
1:00pm-5:00pm

Friday: 
8:30am-12:00pm



 IN MEMORY & IN HONOR

GENERAL FUND
In Memory of Dan Kelly by Grady & Jeanne Williams, Mary
 Emma Scott, Ernest and Marianna McGaughey, Louise Nelson, 
 Charlotte Musgraves, Sally Snyder, and Dolores Smith
In Honor of Dave & Mary Fredna Danford by Mary Emma Scott
In Memory of Charlotte Miller by Lili Holbert, and Dolores Smith
In Memory of Bobby Lawson by Lili Holbert, and Dolores Smith

MUSIC MINISTRY FUND
In Memory of Martha Kerley by Tom Cloud
In Honor of Leslie Hill by Mike Rogers

FOUNTAIN CITY MINISTRY CENTER
In Memory of Randy Moore by Tom Harrington

JJ ROBERTS SCHOOL- LIBERIA
In Memory of Dan Kelly by Ronald & Joan Goans, Eric Needy,
 The Stanley Family, Paul & Barbara Ketron, Evan & DeLane 
 Haren, Mark Biagi, Tom & Emily Cloud, The Yoder Family, 
 Carlene, Mike and Matthew LeCompte, Mary Margaret Justis,
 Wanda Shackelford, and Tom & Debbie Hamilton

FAITH PROMISE FOR MISSIONS
In Memory of Willie Morgan by Tom & Emily Cloud
In Memory of Nancy Cloud by Tom Harrington 

UPPER ROOM MINISTRY
In Honor of Carol Chamberlain by Tom & Emily Cloud
In Memory of Dr. Allen Chamberlain by Tom & Emily Cloud

CHARLES SLOAN SCHOLARSHIP
The Charles Sloan Memorial Scholarship was established 

to provide funds as available to assist students in 
completing their college educations The Charles Sloan 

Scholarship Committee is pleased to announce the 
recipients of the 2021 Fall Semester 

Scholarships:
Todd Graves – Charles Sloan Distinguished Award

Roland Belew
Susannah Clabough

Brooke Flatford
Claire Graves
Holland Prior

MELTON SCHOLARSHIP
The Melton Scholarship is open to persons who have 

participated in the music program of Fountain City UMC 
and plan to pursue a career in education or music.

Dr. William “Sonny” Melton Scholarship Recipients:
Susannah Clabough

Joseph Corum
Melissa Greene

JAY GARRISON ADULT 
EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP

The Jay Garrison Adult Education Fund accepted 
applications for the fall 2021 semester from church 

members and anyone in the local community. The Jay 
Garrison Adult Education Fund Scholarship Recipients:

Seth Charles
Melissa Greene

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE 
RECIPIENTS OF FALL 2021 SCHOLARSHIPS!

2021 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Fountain City United Methodist Church 

212 Hotel Road, Knoxville, TN 37918
Phone: (865) 689-5175

Email: fcumc@fountaincityumc.org
Website: www.fountaincityumc.org

OUR SYMPATHIES

We extend our sympathy to the family of Hugh Bosson, Jr. in his death on November 14, 2020.

We extend our sympathy to Kevin Curry & family in the death of his father, Ronnie Curry, on July 15, 2021.

  We extent our sympathy to D.J. Moore & family in the death of his brother, Randy Moore, on July 19, 2021.

  We extend our sympathy to Troy Lawson & family in the death of his brother, Bobby Lawson, on August 2, 2021.

  We extend our sympathy to John Black & family in the death of his wife, Jane Black, on August 8, 2021.

  We extend our sympathy to Joy Charles & family in the death of her grandmother, Lena Mitchell, on August 10, 2021.


