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PASTOR,
CORNERED
A NOTE
FROM TOM

As we consider our fall stewardship emphasis of Invest in Hope,
I have been reminded of another pastor who says that there are
two primary ways that we trust God: how we give and how we
die. Even more sobering to consider is how these are inseparable.
They are two sides of the same coin (pun intended). Recognizing
that all we have is God-given as trust moves us toward a fruitful
life and a “good” death. Likewise, at the time of our death and
being held accountable for the life entrusted to us, what if the
challenge of Jesus was simply: Tell me how you trusted me.

I still remember my first paycheck (no direct deposit then), and being excited about writing
a personal check. It was a ten percent tithe to my church and I found joy in placing it in the
offering plate (no automatic draft then). Honestly, reflecting on that period in my life, I was too
self-congratulatory. It was a sign of “works righteousness” right up there with keeping the Ten
Commandments. I was overly legalistic, and truth be told, maybe a little or a lot prideful.
Somewhere along the way, my simplistic theology was challenged, and I resolved that God wasn’t
concerned about percentages as much as God was concerned with me realizing that I own nothing.
If God deals in percentages, the percentage that God is concerned about is one hundred percent.
My name may be on a deed, or the title of an automobile, or on a bank account. But beside my
name, though the institution may not see it in ink, for followers of Jesus there’s the name of the
Giver of every gift. That gives a whole different perspective of trust, doesn’t it?
There really are two primary ways we trust God: how we give and how we die.
Peace of Christ, Tom

OUR GIFTS
WEEKLY OFFERING
Aug 17-23
$16,465.00
Aug 24-30
$31,951.00
Aug 31-Sept 6 $25,726.54
Sept 7-13
$21,311.90

PRAYERS, PRESENCE, GIFTS,
SERVICE, and Witness
FAITH PROMISE

Faith Promise Sunday will be
October 25. Please mail your
check to the church office or go
to www.fountaincityumc.org
and click on “GIVE ONLINE”
on our homepage to make your
commitment.

OUR SYMPATHIES
We extend our sympathy to Tom Hays and family in the deaths of his sister
and brother-in-law, Carolyn and Jan Evans, on August 27 and September 9.
We extend our sympathy to John Fine and family in the death of his fatherin-law, James Sands, on August 23.
We extend our sympathy to Betty Dyke and family in the death of her
husband, Bill Dyke, on August 29.
We extend our sympathy to Ken Lett and family in the death of his
stepfather, Tom Minter, on September 8.
We extend our sympathy to Leslie Hill and Fran Burroughs and family in the
death of their mother, Doris Hill Richardson, on
September 9.

ABOUT THE COVER PHOTO:

The stunning maypop passion flower is the state wildflower of Tennessee.
If you’d like to see one of your photos grace the cover of a future The Spirit
newsletter, please email kathleen.bloom@fountaincityumc.org.

In-Person Worship is back!

Please join us for our online worship services:
View worship for Traditional and The Journey
at www.fountaincityumc.org/03/online-worship
On this FCUMC website page, there is a link to our YouTube
Channel where you can view worship and informational videos.
While you are there, please susbscribe to our YouTube Channel!
View worship for Celebrate Recovery North at
www.facebook.com/CRNorthKnox
NO FELLOWSHIP MEALS THIS FALL
For the health of all church members and church staff, and
in accordance with Holston Conference protocols, we will be
unable to host our Wednesday Night Fellowship Meals during
the fall. Thank you for your understanding and patience as we
navigate these difficult times. We will keep you updated with
the latest news through our weekly E-Spirit, on our Facebook
pages, and on our website.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS FOR OCTOBER
Our office staff is working remotely
during the following hours in October:
Monday-Thursday: 8:30am-5:00pm
(closed for lunch from 12:00-1:00pm)
Friday: 8:30am-12:oopm
Your calls to the church office phone number will be
answered during the hours listed above. To contact staff
members directly, please email them. You can find staff
emails on Realm or on our website under the Who We Are
menu on our home page. If you need to meet with a church
staff member in person, please make an appointment
directly with that staff member.

STEPHEN MINISTRY
Gail Clift
(865) 922-9408

EMERGENCY ON CALL
Oct. 2-4: Tom Ballard
(423) 585-7054
Oct. 9-11: Kristen Burkhart
(865) 357-6354

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Tim Brown
(865) 599-3429
Tom Harrington
(865) 687-9460

Oct. 16-18: Tom Ballard
(423) 585-7054
Oct. 23-25: Kristen Burkhart
(865) 357-6354
Oct. 30-Nov 1: Tom Ballard
(423) 585-7054

In accordance with Holston Conference
protocols and with safety measures in place,
our in-person indoor worship services
are back! Please register each week for
either the 8:30am Traditional Service or the
11:00am The Journey Service on our website
at www.fountaincityumc.org.
We want you to know what to expect as we
move forward faithfully and safely.
• Please arrive 20-30 minutes early to be
seated by an usher.
• We will use 3 entrances for Sunday
mornings: Door #2 – Welcome Center
Entrance (Hotel Rd); Door #4 – Gym
Entrance (Gym Lot); Door #5 - Kitchen/
Preschool Entrance (Fountain Rd).
• Be prepared to have your temperature
taken by a non-contact thermometer and
answer health screening questions.
• Please wear a mask or facial covering, as
they are required. Masks will be available
for those without one.
• No congregational singing at this time.
• No food or drink at this time.
• Ushers will seat your household together
and dismiss your household after services.
As we move forward, we will keep you posted
on any updates or changes through our
E-Spirit and social media pages. We look
forward to seeing you on Sundays!

For more details
check out our website:
WWW.FOUNTAINCITYUMC.ORG

hiset has gone virtual
By: Debby Dykeman

The HiSET or High School Equivalency Test
program (formerly known as GED) at
Fountain City UMC is going through some
changes due to restrictions caused by COVID-19
and the increasing availability of technology. This
exam gives out-of-school youth and adults an
opportunity to demonstrate their skills and
knowledge and earn a state-issued high school
equivalency (HSE) credential. What does that
mean? It means that, through testing, students
can demonstrate they have the same skills and
knowledge as a high school graduate. And in doing
so, can help themselves create a new future.
We last met in March right before the
never-ending spring break. When we could
no longer meet in the church building, we
looked for alternatives such as individual tutors
meeting individual students at restaurants
or libraries. Then, those buildings closed as
well, and it wasn’t a popular option because
it left too many details open. Scheduling was
difficult and it became too complicated to
arrange. When school didn’t go back in the spring,
we decided to wait until fall.
Fortunately, Friends of Literacy (FOL) was able
to get access to an online tutoring program that
covers the material needed to pass the HiSET.
This is exciting because students can use
laptops, tablets, or their phones to access
the program which matches a student with a
tutor. Students work individually and request
help when needed, and tutors monitor the
students’ progress by accessing their online
accounts. This is an individualized program and we
believe that this is what the future holds in some
areas of tutoring.
The six students who were enrolled in our
program in March have been referred to Jennifer
Riley at FOL who assigns students to teachers as
they enroll. And since it is online, our tutors are
welcome to join forces with FOL, using forms of
technology from home or anywhere to consult
with their students. We no longer need a place
to meet, which helps with social distancing. For

details
on
this
program, call Friends
of Literacy at (865)
549-7007 or visit
https://www.essentialed.com/educators/
tabe-academy.
A couple of concerns
with online programs
include the lack of
socializing and the
lack of confidence
building. We want
students to know that
people care about them and want to help them
learn, which was a big component of the program
at FCUMC. This is a new operation for everyone
involved. Anything is possible with God!!
Our previous HiSET program also assisted with
scheduling and financing the actual test to get
a diploma. We did this through Pellissippi
State, which now offers only limited testing.
However, we soon discovered that the
educational testing service that we use now offers
a home option. Students can take the five subtests
online any day or time. For more information, you
can visit ets.org/s/cv/hiset/at-home.
The availability of these options coming at
this time of COVID-19 is a “God thing”!! He
knew what was needed to help these students
accomplish their goals of a high school
diploma. Now we need to ask Him how we at
Fountain City UMC can best assist in these
programs.
The HiSET allows indivduals to take charge of their
futures by expanding opportunities available to
them. With a high school equivalency credential,
they can advance their careers, join the military,
begin a training program, or continue their
education. We thank God for the opportunity
to do our part to help these individuals attains their
goals!!

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
The COVID-19 global pandemic has disrupted everyday life for millions of people around
the world. Yet, Samaritan’s Purse continues to share the eternal hope of the Gospel and
to serve in Jesus’ Name. We want to help them let boys and girls around the world know
that God loves them and has not forgotten them during this time of fear and uncertainty.
We will not be collecting Operation Christmas Child shoe boxes at FCUMC.
However, we encourage you to go to their website at https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmaschild/pack-a-shoe-box/ if you are interested in putting together shoe boxes at home. Drop off will take place
at the Expo Center at 5441 Clinton Highway. We will notify you of the dates for drop off as soon as they are
available. Let’s bless children around the world because now more than ever, children need great joy!

KRISTEN’S
CORNER
Rev. Dr. Kristen Burkhart, Associate Pastor of Discipleship
			
On a recent trip out West to see my brother in California, we created a plan that included
what we would see, where we would go, and how we would avoid people due to COVID-19.
Part of my great plan was to go to the southern part of the Mojave Desert instead of Death
Valley. The Mojave Desert is the neighbor of the Joshua Tree National Park and I was so
excited to see a Joshua Tree! The first day in the desert was hot and there were no Joshua
Tree sightings. The second day in the desert, we visited a volcanic crater and saw a salt river, but no Joshua Tree.
We had a good time but I was sad we had not seen one. Thinking we did not know what we were looking for, we
looked them up online, studied the pictures, and still could not find one.
Upon leaving the desert on the third day, we were driving to my brother’s house and would arrive in the
afternoon, so I settled in to work and play with the kids when I was not driving. As I was completing some church
work on my I-pad, I looked up and screamed. I scared everyone in the car, they thought we had hit something. I
yelled, “it’s a Joshua Tree! Stop, I need a picture! Is that not the most beautiful thing you have ever seen?” My
traveling companions were a little confused, as they saw a tear run down my face because of this tree. They
asked, “what is the big deal? It’s a tree.” The kids answered the question by saying “Oh, it’s named after the guy
in the Bible. Is that it, mom?”
They were half right. Yes, the Joshua Tree is named after a person in the Bible. Joshua
was Moses’ successor, and he lifted up his arms praying for direction (Joshua 8:18). The
direction of Joshua was a battle and he did not let his hands down that were holding a
spear until all the inhabitants of the enemy were destroyed. At the moment I saw the
Joshua tree, I did not think about the battle and killings in the biblical text. I was
thinking about how desperate, faithful, and prayerful Joshua must have been to be in a
battle and choose to raise his hands to God to ask for direction as opposed to fighting
his way through with his spear. His hands were raised, pleading with the Lord for
victory and direction. That is what caused the tears in my eyes. The exhaustion of the
pandemic and all of the changes that I had been carrying needed to be lifted up to the
Lord God Almighty. And through this glorious tree he created, I was reminded of my
need to do so. When was the last time I gave all the mess, ugliness, and battles of this
day and age to the Lord? May you raise your hands with me as we seek God during these
difficult times. Let us not grow weary but seek the Lord to renew our strength in
whatever we are facing.
“But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.” (Isaiah 40:31)

God Bless, Pastor Kristen

FOUNTAIN KIDS
Fall Outdoor Activities
Let’s get together to walk and talk,
or bike and hike!

October theme is INTEGRITY
Since the very beginning, not only has God been true
to His word but He has been faithful in His character.
Because we know that God is good, we can live life
with integrity. When Jesus lived on earth, He lived
a perfect life that we were unable to live. Through
His Spirit, we can become people of integrity.
Who we are in private should match who we are in
public. When we trust in God, we can be truthful in
whatever we say and do.
Week 1: Daniel’s Integrity
Daniel 1 - Be truthful with your whole life

EVENT 1
Ijams Nature Center
Saturday, October 3
from 10:00 am-12:00 pm
Register your family on Realm!
EVENT 2
Oakes Farm
Saturday, October 10
from 11:00 am-1:00 pm
Register your family on Realm!
(Our group rate is $10 per person)

Week 2: No Secrets with God
1 John 1:9 - Being truthful with God keeps you close
to him
Week 3: Naaman and Elisha
2 Kings 5 - When you are not truthful you lose trust
Week 4: Think on These Things
Philippians 4:8 - Focus on what is true
Monthly Focus Verse: Anyone who lives without
blame, walks safely. But anyone who takes a
crooked path will get caught. Proverbs 10:9, NIrV

FEEDING OUR COMMUNITY

OUR OPEN DOOR COMMUNITY MEALS ARE GOING MOBILE!
The Open Door Community Meals that Fountain City United Methodist
church has been providing to members of our community have been an
integral part of our local mission outreach. Due to the restrictions that we
face from the COVID-19 pandemic, we are taking a new approach. The Open Door Community Meals remains
vital for those in need in our community; therefore, instead of welcoming members of the community through
our church doors, we will provide meals to go - curbside! If you know of individuals or families struggling to
meet their food budgets, please welcome them to take part in our Curbside Open Door Community Meals. These
events will take place on the following Wednesdays: October 14, November 18, and December 16 from 5:00-5:30
pm at Door #5. People may drive by or simply walk up, and we will provide healthy meals that they can take with
them.
Doug Shipman and some faithful volunteers will also be taking meals at dinner time to some of the local group
homes, hoping to give the hard working employees at these special facilities a break for the night. Thank you for
your continued support of FCUMC so that we can continue these important outreach events!

OUTDOOR GATHERINGS
Celebrate Recovery North is meeting outdoors on Tuesday
evenings on the front lawn of FCUMC across from the park,
and we are so excited to be back! All are welcome to attend
but we ask that you sign up in Realm each week by Monday at
midnight for each Tuesday meeting. Bring your own lawn
chairs or blankets for seating, and please wear face masks.
Small groups are also encouraged to meet outdoors at this
time. If your group or class would like to begin meeting
outdoors, whether on-campus or off-campus, and in
accordance with prescribed protocols, please complete a
request form by going to the Happening Now tab on the The Celebrate Recovery Band in action at CR
North’s outdoor meeting on September 8.
homepage of our website at www.fountaincityumc.org.

PRESCHOOL IS BACK IN SESSION
The FCUMC Preschool reopened its doors on
September 8, and it is so wonderful to hear the sounds
of laughter in the preschool hallway again! Daily
health screenings are conducted for all staff, children,
parents, and visitors entering the facility including
having their temperatures taken with noncontact
thermometers. In addition, masks are required for all
staff and parents, and we are encouraging children two
years and older to wear them as well. The Preschool has
also implemented enhanced cleaning and sanitation
procedures and additional hygiene and health
practices designed to keep everyone safe.
We currently have openings in the four-year-old,
three-year-old, and infant classes. If you or someone
you know is interested, please contact Alycia Truett at
865-689-5518, or alycia.truett@fountaincityumc.org.
We would love to have your and your child join our
Preschool family!

INVEST IN HOPE

By David and Kelly Hardin,
Stewardship Committee Chairs

This year of 2020 has surely been a year of
curve balls and sudden changes. Fountain City
UMC and its ministries had to stop in place for a
period, but with God’s help, we’ve been able
to adapt and pivot to meet the needs of our
congregation and our community. Some doors
have closed temporarily, but many new ones have
opened. As we near our fall giving emphasis,
Invest In Hope, we will be highlighting the ways
that God has continued to inspire and enable the
church to use your gifts to provide hope to those
in need. You will be hearing directly from those
in ministry and those impacted by ministry in
the coming months. Stay tuned!

IN MEMORY & IN HONOR
GENERAL FUND
In Memory of Bill Dyke by Fountainhead Condo
Homeowners Association, David & Johnnie Burkey,
Dolores Smith, Conrad & Wanda Majors, and The Old
Friends Breakfast Club
In Memory of Carolyn Evans by David & Johnnie
Burkey
In Honor of Whobodies SS Class by Mary Emma Scott
In Memory of Bob Temple by Jim & Judy Whedbee, and
Bruce & Jeane Luttrell
In Memory of Joe Black, Jr by Bruce & Jeane Luttrell

CHOIR FUND

In Memory of Doris Richardson by Open Door SS Class
In Memory of Joanne Bane by Mahan & Laura Archer
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Memory of Bill Dyke by Bill & Betty Addonizio, and
Sherman & Elizabeth Morton

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
In Honor of Bonnie Bates by Bill & Martha Routh
In Honor of Jerry Griffey by Bill & Martha Routh
In Honor of Jean Payne by Bill & Martha Routh
FOUNTAIN CITY MINISTRY CENTER
In Memory of Bill Dyke by Tom Harrington, and Mahan
& Laura Archer
In Memory of James Sands by Tom Harrington
In Memory of Doris Richardson by Tom Harrington
In Memory of James Stephens & Betty Cooper by Tom
Harrington
FAITH PROMISE FOR MISSIONS
In Honor of Bill Addonizio by Betty Addonizio
In Honor of Fred Graves by Bill & Betty Addonizio

FOUNTAIN CITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
212 Hotel Road, Knoxville, TN 37918
PHONE: (865) 689-5175

EMAIL: spirit@fountaincityumc.org
WEBSITE: www.fountaincityumc.org
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daniel.doubleday@fountaincityumc.org

Ashley Garren, Finance Assistant
ashley.garren@fountaincityumc.org

Leslie Hill, Director of Music Ministries
leslie.hill@fountaincityumc.org

Maxine Engle, Receptionist
maxine.engle@fountaincityumc.org

Doug Shipman, Director of Food Services
doug.shipman@fountaincityumc.org

Ralph Paden, Facilities Manager
ralph.paden@fountaincityumc.org

Mark Seals, Director of The Journey Worship
mseals777@yahoo.com

John Fine, Facilities Staff
Todd Graves, Facilities Staff

