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ALL IN. As we move into Fall and experience the cycle of nature’s splendid paintbrush, we realize
that once again we are on a fast track toward Thanksgiving and Christmas.

PASTOR,
CORNERED

This year’s stewardship emphasis is titled ALL IN: Prayers, Presence, Gifts, Service, Witness. We
are reminded that stewardship is more than about money. Stewardship includes money but isn’t
exclusive of other commitments we make in response to God’s grace working in our lives. You
will undoubtedly recognize that the five areas to which we commit ourselves as part of UMC
membership are named in the theme of ALL IN.

A NOTE
FROM TOM

Prayers. Does your prayer life continue to grow? What would that look like? Becoming part of
the ongoing prayer ministry of Fountain City UMC? Reading a book on prayer? Setting your
alarm for 2:23 p.m. to pray for the upcoming UMC General Conference called to convene on
February 23, 2019, and/or a daily 3:00 p.m. alarm to pray a prayer of thanksgiving for the hour of
day in which Jesus died for the sins of the world? So, how do you see your prayer life going deeper in 2019?
Presence. Sunday worship is one of many “options” which competes for our attention. Worship priority has been compromised by, well, just name it.
The rhythm of Sabbath rest, much less Sabbath worship, is less and less part of our Western culture. No wonder we are worn out physically, mentally,
and spiritually. Active worship attendance, once defined as missing only for vacations and illness, is now defined by the culture as being present once
or twice a month. Really?
Gifts. A few years ago, someone really got my attention by declaring that as disciples of Jesus Christ, we have more of a need to give than the church has
a need to receive. Does that shock you? It flies in the face of a business model that consistently watches the “bottom line.” It pushes back against needing
to raise money to “make” the budget. What it says is that all that we have and ever hope to have…all that we are and ever hope to be is a gift from God
and ultimately belongs to God. I could say something like never having seen an armored car in a funeral procession, but I will resist. By the way, have
you thought about a planned gift to Fountain City UMC? That’s another way of saying that whatever your financial portfolio looks like, there’s a way to
include your church in your estate planning. Want to talk? Let me know.
Service. It doesn’t take long to realize that there are so many opportunities to serve Christ through FCUMC. Just ask! It’s more than volunteering (that’s
for UT fans, but I digress). It’s about serving in gratitude for how Christ has first served us through his death and resurrection. We continually need
persons to assist with hospitality, worship participation, music engagement, Celebrate Recovery, small groups, etc., etc., etc.

UPCOMING OCTOBER DATES
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 2
9:30 am : Adults 50+ Zoo Day (Zoo Knoxville)
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 5
All Day : Habitat Golf Tournament (Off-Site)
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7
2:00 pm : Mary Ellen Whittaker’s 90th Birthday
Celebration (Wesley Hall)
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 9
10:00 am : UMW Ruth Circle (Room 135)
1:00 pm : UMW Sarah Circle (Room 135)
MONDAY-FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7-13
Knox County Fall Break - No Regular Activities
Chancel Choir will rehearse as scheduled on 10/9 at 7pm
FRIDAY-SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12-13
9:00 am : Operation Backyard (Off-Site)
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14
3:00 pm : FCUMC Charge Conference (Bookwalter UMC)
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18
1:00 pm : Adults 50+ Coloring (Room 137)
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19
7:00 pm : Youth Middle School Night (Gym)

I seek to be ALL IN. How about joining me? Better yet, how about we join Jesus? May the peace of Christ be with you.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21
6:00 pm : Wesley Foundation Meal & A Message (Off-Site)

SUNDAY
AUGUST 19

WEEKLY OFFERING
Aug. 13-19
Aug. 20-26
Aug. 27-Sept. 2
Sept. 3-9		
Sept. 10-16

$
$
$
$
$

17,909.25
18,298.42
31,109.22
26,547.44
16,429.61

YTD Received: $992,713.47
YTD Budget: $1,065,173.39

FAITH PROMISE FOCUS
Faith Promise Sunday will be
October 28 focusingon Hope for
Today (India) and Rise Against
Hunger. Please use the blue
envelopes in the pew racks to
make your Faith Promise
commitment.

SUNDAY
AUGUST 26

SUNDAY
SEPTEMBER 2

SUNDAY
SEPTEMBER 9

Sunday School

366

354

292

338

8:30 am Traditional Worship

180

172

137

159

11 am Traditional Worship

244

240

201

226

11 am The Journey

164

156

119

157

Celebrate Recovery

189

187

187

150

TOTAL WORSHIP SERVICES

777

755

644

692

OUR SYMPATHIES
We extend our sympathy to Jeremy Stewart and family in the death of his mother, Melinda Stewart, on
August 16.
We extend our sympathy to Ed Ripley and family in the death of his mother, Melynda Hall Ripley, on
August 19.
We extend our sympathy to Quincy Holtzclaw, Craig Holtzclaw, and Deb White and family in the death of
their brother-in-law and uncle, Ronald Holtzclaw, on August 20.
We extend our sympathy to Charlotte West and family in the death of her aunt, Rose Sanders, on
August 20.

PRAYERS, PRESENCE,
GIFTS, AND SERVICE

We extend our sympathy to Mary Emma Scott and family in the death of her sister, Marie Pace, on
August 20.
We extend our sympathy to Liz Brown and family in the death of her husband, Zeno Holston
Brown, Jr., on September 6.
We extend our sympathy to Michael Swanger and family in the death of his father, Gary David
Swanger, on September 15.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26
Overnight : Father/Son Camp-out (Off-Site)
7:00 pm : Chancel Choir Retreat (Choir Room)
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27
6:00 pm : Open Door Community Meal (Wesley Hall)
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28
Faith Promise Sunday (Church-wide)
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31
10:00 am : Facebook 101 | Social Media 4 Seniors (Rm. 138)
12:30 pm : Pinterest 101 | Social Media 4 Seniors (Rm. 138)

EMERGENCY
ON CALL
Oct. 5-7 : John Gargis
(865) 310-4783
Oct. 12-14 : Tom Ballard
(423) 585-7054
Oct. 19-23 : John Gargis
(865) 310-4783
Oct. 26-28 : Tom Ballard
(423) 585-7054

MORE DETAILS AVAILABLE AT
WWW.FOUNTAINCITYUMC.ORG

PUERTO RICO MISSION TRIP
BY DANIEL DOUBLEDAY

Witness. There are ways to intentionally share faith here. Teaching a class, doing a prayer walk, participating in a mission experience, just to name a
few. In fact, everything we do, whether “officially” for Christ or his church, should have a witness “edge.” In other words, can those with whom you come
in contact see Christ living in you? Witness isn’t something we do. Witness is who we are as followers of Jesus.

OUR GIFTS

A LOOK AHEAD

STEPHEN
MINISTRY
Gail Clift
(865) 922-9408

INTERCESSORY
PRAYER
Mary Bolton
(865) 687-6277
Tom Harrington
(865) 687-9460

The Youth Ministry is planning a mission trip to Puerto Rico
for the summer of 2019! While this trip is being planned by the
Youth Ministry, it is not exclusively a “youth” trip. We would love
for anyone who has a heart to help the people of Puerto Rico to
participate. On this trip, we will be helping fix homes that were
damaged by hurricanes Maria and Irma, and working with the
local children and youth. We will have a need for people with
construction skills and would love to have a doctor or nurse on
the trip as well. Please call or email Daniel Doubleday at daniel.
doubleday@fountaincityumc.org for more information!
Even if you can’t go with us, we could still use your help! Our first
fundraising opportunity will run during the month of October
called “Adopt-a-Square Mission Fundraiser Grid.”
Here’s how it works: On Sunday mornings and Wednesday
afternoons in the main hallway, you’ll see some youth sitting at a
table with a large banner with a grid on it. The grid is numbered
1-100. We ask that you consider choosing one or multiple squares
and donating the amount shown on that square. For example,
if you chose 1 you simply donate $1. After you have donated we
will check off your square so no one else can adopt it. You can
purchase the square in honor of someone else or yourself, and
we will either hang a name card in the square, or you can bring
in a 3x5 photo to hang in the square. If we can get all 100 squares
adopted, we’ll have made $5,000 for our mission trip! Thank you
for your support!

MEAL AND A MESSAGE
FCUMC has a wonderful opportunity to reach out to UT students
coming up this month! On Sunday, October 21, volunteers from
FCUMC will head to the UT Campus in partnership with UT’s
Wesley Foundation (not to be mistaken with Wesley House!) to
offer UT students a hot homemade meal and a message from
pastor Tom Ballard. Wesley Foundation is a United Methodist
Collegiate Ministry serving UT students as a place to gather,
worship, share in fellowship, serve, and grow in their faith. We
are excited to participate in one of their monthly “Meal and a
Message” nights, and we hope to be invited back!
For more information, please contact Becky Ripley at (865) 7895621 or edripley@comcast.net.

IN MEMORY & IN HONOR
GENERAL FUND

In Memory of Guy Tucker by Villas at Lyons Crossing HOA,
Conrad & Wanda Majors, Ethel C. Carden, Brenda Gratz
In Memory of Floyd Owens by Ethel C. Carden
In Memory of Betty Adams by Ethel C. Carden
In Memory of Jimmie Mynatt by Ethel C. Carden
In Memory of Jeanne Jones by Ethel C. Carden
In Memory of Aaron Clift by Dolores Smith
In Memory of Melynda Ripley by John & Anna Mays
In Memory of Zeno Brown by Martha Kerley, Dr. Rebecca
Smeltzer, Rebecca & Nick Cazana, FCUMC Choir (flowers
at his service), Ann Harter, Thomas & Diane Mead, Sylvia &
Charles Williams, Johnny Lewis

NEWS, NOTES, AND
THE NOTEWORTHY
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

In Memory of Zeno Brown by Gordon & Ellen Fowler, Knox
County Schools Vision Screeners, David & Lucy Smith,
Troy & June Lawson, Kathy & Woody Farrell, Bill & Martha
Routh, Margaret Schantz, Martha & Wayne Parker, Rather
& Kittrell Capital Management, Kathy Browning, Arlene
Garrison, Thomas & Janet Brown, Hayley & Bret Huskey,
Aubin Canning, Beverly Smith

CELEBRATE RECOVERY

In Memory of Aaron Clift by Elizabeth & Sherman Morton, Lillian Holbert, Troy & June Lawson

CHILDREN’S FUND

In Memory of Guy Tucker by Maureen Tipton

FAITH PROMISE

In Memory of Guy Tucker by Pauline & Stan Kelly

FOUNTAIN CITY MINISTRY CENTER

In Honor of John Needy by Rick Harrington
In Memory of Ronald Holtzclaw by Tom Harrington
In Memory of Zeno Brown by Tom Harrington
In Memory of Melynda Ripley by Tom Harrington
In Memory of Marie Pace by Tom Harrington

MUSIC MINISTRIES

In Honor of Leslie Hill by John Routh
In Memory of Joan Griffey by Jerry Griffey
In Honor of Susan Vines by Mac English
In Honor of Charlotte Musgraves by Chloe Harrington
In Memory of Marie Pace by Chloe Harrington
In Memory of Zeno Brown by Meredith & Bill Douglas

OCTOBER USHERS

8:30am Traditional
Charles & Celia Thompson - Head Ushers
Scott & Twila Womack
11:00am Traditional
John Meade & Mike Hensley - Head Ushers
Mark Sharpe, Walden Buttram
Mike Rogers, Jimmy Villarreal

ADULTS 50+ UPDATE
Our Adults 50+ ministry members are heading to the
zoo! Join us on Tuesday, October 2, for a fun trip to
Zoo Knoxville. We will meet at the church at 9:30am;
for those wanting a ride on the bus, please RSVP before
noon on Monday, October 1. Cost for the day is $3.00 for
the bus plus the cost of admission to the zoo. However,
admission is FREE for those over the age of 65; must have
your ID to prove your age! Seniors 65+ also receive a 10%
discount on gift shop items. This special Seniors Day at
the Zoo is sponsored by Gentry Griffey Funeral Chapel.
Stop by their tent at the entrance for your free ticket!
Please let us know if you plan on driving yourself to the
zoo so we know to look for you when we arrive!
This month is also the last Adults 50+ Coloring event
before the holidays! Join us on Thursday, October 18,
from 1:00pm-3:00pm in Room 137 for a relaxing day of
creativity and fellowship. This month’s session will be led
by Susan Schumpert. Feel free to bring your own supplies
or just bring yourself! Never been before? Don’t be shy,
join us!
Social Media 4 Seniors classes are
back! We’ll be hosting two classes
on Wednesday, October 31. The
cost is $15.00 per class. The
Facebook 101 class will meet
from 10am-12:00pm and the
Pinterest 101 class will meet from 12:30pm to 2:30pm.
Payment is required to reserve your spot! You can register
online at www.socialmedia4seniors.com, or by calling
Jennifer Dancu at (865) 437-6556. These classes are
intended to be small to ensure one-on-one instruction.
Be sure to sign up before space fills up!
To save your spot for any Adults 50+ Ministry events,
please contact Jeanie Tillman at (865) 689-5175 or via
email at jeanie.tillman@fountaincityumc.org. See
you there!

ABOUT THE COVER PHOTO:

FALL IS FINALLY
HERE! (Sorry for shouting.) East Tennessee is glorious
in the fall, with the colors, the smells, the cooler
weather...thanks for being you, October!
If you’d like to see one (or two or five!) of your photos
grace the cover of future The Spirit newsletters, please
email jessie.buttram@fountaincityumc.org.

OUR PRESENCE
CELEBRATING WITH
OUR FCUMC FAMILY

LEISURE GROUPS UP & RUNNING!
BY ANDREA MCCARTER

We have a number of leisure groups that are taking off and would love
to have more members! This is a great opportunity to get to know
fellow FCUMCers!
Our Hiking Group meets roughly every other week for day hikes.
Bring a pack with water, snacks, and a devotional; don’t forget to wear
sturdy shoes! Enjoy God’s artwork while breathing in the
fellowship of brothers and sisters! Check out the Facebook group:
FCUMC Hiking Group
Kayaking is also meeting every other week or so to brave the
waters together. Float away stress and anxiety and bring in the
laughter of fellow water warriors. Check out the Facebook group:
FCUMC Let’s Go Kayaking
Yoga is being stretched to the limit on Mondays at 7pm and Thursdays
at 6pm each week. Show up with your mat, tense muscles, and
some water. Each session is $6.00. Prepare to find release as
you interact in meditative quiet with like-minded souls and God.
Check out the Facebook group: FCUMC Yoga
We also have a group for those enjoying some nightlife fellowship
called Find Davis and Lauren. Our faithful Sunday and Tuesday
musicians in the Journey and Celebrate Recovery continue singing
out in the community spreading their light! Join and support them on
their journey. Check out the Facebook group: FCUMC Journey
Please note, while Facebook is a great tool to communicate within these
groups, it’s not the only way to keep up with what’s happening! We
also coordinate via email or text - whatever works best to get you
involved!
There are a number of other potential leisure groups; we just need
to find someone to lead them! Some ideas are: Christian Movie
Time, Creative Writing, Pizza Connoisseurs (yes, please), Coffee
Shop Madness, Neighborhood Prayer Walking, Recipe and Cooking
Club, Firepit Social. If you find yourself looking for a place to
celebrate life and fellowship with others, contact our Director
of Discipleship, Andrea McCarter at (865) 803-9336 or andrea.mccarter@fountaincityumc.org for more information.

PACKING PARTY!
Our Fountain Kids ministry have been
busy! They spent their Sunday morning
learning about the effects of Hurricane
Florence on the lives and livelihood of
our Carolina neighbors, then got to work
packing hygiene kits for UMCOR!
Miss Donna shared her own experiences
with hurricanes while living in Florida,
which helped our kiddos understand on a
more personal level how to help those in
a desperate situation.
We had all (tiny) hands on deck folding
towels and washcloths, sorting combs
and nail clippers, bundling band-aids,
pairing soap and toothbrushes, and
stuffing the whole kit into ziploc bags
(those zips can be tricky!). Our kiddos
worked hard making sure everything
was included and nothing was missing,
and the whole kit was folded just right
to send to UMCOR and ultimately to
our hurting neighbors in the Carolinas
and even around the world.
Together, our kiddos funded and packed
and prayed over 150 hygiene kits! As
Jesus said, the Kingdom of Heaven surely
belongs to the littlest of these. Thank
you for supporting our Fountain Kids
ministry as they learn to serve as the body
of Christ!

As children, Chloe and Polly were careful not to
bring much attention to themselves during the
service. It was not uncommon for the senior
pastor to “call out” anyone he saw giggling, talking,
or not paying attention. They made certain to sit
behind someone tall so they could not be seen.
Chloe remembers the church services as always
being dramatic, with loud preaching, and usually
lasting a long time. The service would last as long
as the pastor wanted to preach. On one occasion
years later, Chloe recalls leaving a morning
service with her then-3-year-old son, Tom
Harrington, in tow. The pastor asked Tom what
he thought about the service. Tom answered
matter-of-factly that he, “Didn’t like it. The
preaching was too loud.”

LIVING AN FCUMC

LEGACY
BY CHARLEY ROSE BIBLE
WITH AMY BIBLE
Having easy access to grandparents and greatgrandparents makes learning about things of
the past more interesting and personal. Recently,
I took the opportunity to interview my greatgrandmother and longtime member, Chloe Ault
Harrington, about what it was like attending
Fountain City United Methodist Church when
she was growing up. At 102 years young, she
had a lot of memories. An enjoyable time was
had as we discussed how FCUMC has grown and
changed - and stayed the same - over the years.
Chloe Ault and her family began attending FCUMC
when she was in the 7th grade. Her introduction
to Fountain City UMC came by way of invitation
from her best friend, Polly Davis. The Fountain
City church Chloe first remembers is the older
church from the mid 1920’s, which was later rebuilt
after the fundraising efforts of several church
members including her husband, T.R. Harrington,
Jr.

“Brother Sims” was one of the pastors Chloe
remembers well because he did not believe in
working on Sunday because it was the Lord’s day.
At one point, there were car races that were held
on Sundays. Brother Sims did not approve of this,
so he began the “spiritual discipline” of praying for
it to rain. Like clockwork, on Sunday it would begin
to rain! The Sunday car racing events were soon
cancelled after three or four weeks of being
rained out! From then on, races were only held on
Fridays and Saturdays.
Chloe remembers the church as always having
wonderful music and a great choir. She never
sang in the choir, but enjoyed listening from
the congregation.
There was not a youth choir while Chloe was
growing up in the church, but there was a teenage
girls’ group. The group would meet at a church
member’s house and have Bible study.
Knowing that five generations of my family have
been and are members of this church causes
me to think about what each generation has
learned and experienced within these walls. Life is
certainly different now than it was in the when
Chloe was growing up, but the church’s message is
still the same: “Love God with all your heart, with
all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your
strength,” and “Do unto others as you would have
them do unto you,” and . . . listen up in church.

UPCOMING FALL FAMILY EVENTS
It’s finally fall in Tennessee! Fall is my favorite
season of the year; how could it not be? The cool
weather, football, apple-spiced and pumpkinflavored everything...it’s just the best. And we are
taking full advantage of this beautiful season with
two exciting family events! Online registration for
these events is now open at www.fountaincityumc.
org!

Ladies, you aren’t being left out! All mothers,
daughters, girlfriends, church ladies, community
ladies - join us on Sunday, November 4, for our
annual Sisters in the Spirit Art Night! Supplies
this year will be $15 each with proceeds going to
Fountain Kids local mission outreach for Summer
2019 (look at us planning ahead!).

Fathers and father-figures,
grab your sons (and sonfigures?) for our annual
Father/Son Campout on
Friday & Saturday, Oct. 26 &
27, at the Iglehart Farm!
Bring camping gear, snacks
to share, and your very best
campfire stories for a wonderful evening.

This year, we will have a
Fall and harvest focus and
will be led by the amazing
and talented Beth Peterson
(no, she did not pay me
to write that in there) to
learn the art of handlettering, the utilization of
stencil art, and how to apply
to wood. Oh yes, with this group there will always be
surprises! Registration is also available on the
church website. Deadline to register is Monday,
October 29, by 5 p.m.

Please remember, we must have a notarized medical
release form on file. The cost is $5.00 per
participant. Register online and snag a medical
release form while you’re there. Deadline to register
is Sunday, October 21, by 5:00pm.

For more information on these fun family-andfriends events, check out our website or contact
Donna Lewis at donna.lewis@fountaincityumc.
org or (865) 689-5175. See you there and invite all
your friends!

CR CORNER: THOSE WITH EARS...
BY JOHN GARGIS, ASSOCIATE PASTOR

Over the past few months, we as a pastoral staff have been
praying for diversity within our church. We have been intentional about this because we
believe diversity brings life, and life abundant. Different perspectives of life give us
different glimpses of a very big, very colorful and creative God.
Soon, I spotted a visitor to The Journey, William. Yes, William is an African-American male. After
giving God a quick thank you for answering our prayer for diversity, I made my way to William to
welcome him. It was then I discovered William was deaf. After offering him a very poor greeting,
I went on my way. I looked over a few minutes later to see our own Ryan Dykeman “talking” to
William through signing. This is a wonderful picture of the power of prayer and the body of Christ.
Since this wonderful “God moment,” we now have a sign language interpreter in The Journey service.
So what does this have to do with Celebrate Recovery - North? I am glad you asked. Two weeks ago,
a leader within the deaf community came to visit our Celebrate Recovery. After experiencing our
service, we met to talk about the potential to make our CR “deaf-friendly.” God is so good!
I ask you to join me in prayer. Will you join our prayers for diversity within our church? Will you join
our prayers to open our doors to those who are hearing impaired? Will you pray about coming to
see what CR is all about, just like the leaders of our Knoxville deaf community?

