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I want you to know how grateful I am for you. I am proud of your character as a congregation and staff,
the way you pursue God, love your neighbor, and follow Jesus as you live your faith. It inspires me!
As I write this, I just finished up a very full day of phone calls, ministry planning, and one-on-one time
with some staff and volunteers. There is a buzz and energy as we move forward in ministries that are
having a direct and significant impact in the lives of our community and church. Children and Youth
ministries are preparing for some very exciting fall activities; we are seeing growth in our Sunday
morning small groups through Thrive; a Senior Adult ministry is now forming; on Wednesday nights at
6:30pm we are seeing strong numbers in the “God at Work” class by Jim Whedbee and Starting Point;
we have a F.O.R. Fountain City (Further Our Reach) COVID-19 shot clinic and community event on November 13;
our new blessing box is proving once again there is a blessing in giving and receiving; and so many other victories of
compassion, love, and joy that I really don’t have space to share them all here.
But why are we so busy with this?
One word. One name. One purpose. Jesus!
My prayer is that each of us sees our faith as a journey to bring us closer to knowing, following, and serving Jesus more.
My hope is that each of us would be Holy Spirit inspired to invite our friends, co-workers, and neighbors to come sit with
us and experience what God is doing through our church community.
Let me give you an example of this:
On Tuesday night of this past week we had a first for Celebrate
Recovery. A courageous young lady, full of compassion and hope,
was baptized by immersion, and then joined our church. Her name is
Elyse Hawkins. Yes, we have had people join the church through CR
before, but this is the first immersion baptism onsite on a CR Tuesday
night. Her small group leader helped her come to a decision to take
this step. In worship people leaped to their feet to celebrate her decision and there was an electric
movement of the Holy Spirit that charged the room.
I celebrate the decision she made, and am excited for us to wrap our
loving arms around her on this journey of faith and love. But we
all know that this decision was not a one-moment victory. This is
the fruit of multiple small steps, smiles, encouragement, and love of
many people working together so that the intersection of the Holy
Spirit and our hard work could help transform a life.
Let’s keep it up church! God is on the move!
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Elyse Hawkin’s Baptism by Immersion
on October 19, 2021

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CONCERT

COME HOME TO BETHLEHEM

Our Come Home to Bethlehem Experience will be
bigger and better this year! Start spreading the word
and making plans to attend on December 5, 2021.

PRAYERS, PRESENCE, GIFTS,
SERVICE, and Witness
FAITH PROMISE

OUR GIFTS:
WEEKLY OFFERING
Sept 13-19
$23,220.00
Sept 20-26
$11,148.00
Sept 27-Oct 3
$26,857.02
Oct 4-10
$28,076.50
Oct 11-17
$27,054.46

Faith Promise Sunday will
be November 28. Please
mail your check to the
church office or go to
www.fountaincityumc.org
and click on “GIVE” to
make your commitment.

Come Home to Bethlehem is a free outdoor
Christmas experience featuring live music, games,
hot chocolate and a Christmas photobooth before
you enter the town gates of Bethlehem. After
entering Bethlehem, you will encounter a census
taker, craft shop, baked goods, animals, an inn
keeper, Mary and Joseph and much more!
Time slot registration opens November 1
at 8am. Admittance will be timed-entry
allowing everyone to enjoy each station
sufficiently. Admission is free but
donations will be accepted. (Rain date: December
6, 2021)

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS FOR NOVEMBER
Monday-Thursday: 8:30am-5:00pm
(closed for lunch from 12:00pm-1:00pm)
Friday: 8:30am-12:00pm

WORSHIP SCHEDULE FOR SUNDAYS
IN NOVEMBER
8:30am: Traditional in the Sanctuary
9:45am: The Journey in the Gym
9:45am: Sunday School
11:00am: Traditional in the Sanctuary
11:00am: Fountain Kids Bible Experience in Wesley Hall
11:00am: Thrive Small Groups in 135 & 137

ABOUT THE COVER PHOTO:
The Cornucopia symbolizes an appreciation for
an abundant, bountiful harvest.
If you’d like to see one of your photos grace
the cover of a future The Spirit newsletter,
please email Kathleen Bloom at
kathleen.bloom@fountaincityumc.org.

Our Church Council has made the unanimous decision to
take a significant step in addressing issues of addiction
in our Fountain City community and Knox County by
creating a full-time Director of Recovery Ministry
position! Seth Charles, who has been serving as our parttime director, fills this position starting November 1.
Seth’s responsibilities include coordinating all things
recovery at FCUMC and building relationships with
like-minded organizations, coordinating hospitality
ministries, seeking and writing grants for recovery
ministry, having direct involvement in small group
ministry following The Journey worship service, and
other seasonal responsibilities.

Seth Charles and Family

SETH CHARLES, DIRECTOR
OF RECOVERY MINISTRY
In 2020, 413 people died from drug overdose in Knox
County. According to the Office of the District Attorney
General, so far in 2021, 347 people have died from
overdose. Our heart breaks for those who are struggling
with addictive issues. If you, or a loved one, are
struggling with chemical, alcohol, or sexual addiction,
please come to our Tuesday night Celebrate Recovery
services at 6:30pm. A free meal is provided at 6:00 pm.
My heart is always encouraged by the energy, love, and
hope this service offers.
Now let’s meet Seth Charles!
My childhood began in church and I was baptized at
Fountain City United Methodist Church and given to
Christ by my parents. I grew up in Sunday school and
in the fellowship of other Christians. I was raised with
Christian values and the knowledge that Jesus Christ
is my Lord and savior. I confirmed my faith at an early
age at a confirmation retreat with my youth group, but
I struggled with the view of the world and its influences.
I distanced myself from the church when I was able
to make decisions on my own and began a life of
self-image and worldly approval. These selfish decisions
led me down a lonely path and through much pain and
isolation. Eventually, I lead myself into a life of drugs
and sin. I no longer identified with God and had no
relationship with Jesus Christ.
Through much pain and despair, I knew my life was
empty and void. I began to seek the saving grace of
Jesus Christ that I was introduced to as a child. I
struggled through self-will and pride but eventually
met Christ through others who had traveled a path very

similar to mine. I truly heard the Gospel of Jesus Christ
through personal scripture reading, music, testimonies,
and the message of other ministry leaders. This was the
first time I had been introduced to true faith and good
works combined. I found salvation through grace. I found
social holiness through the service of others and the love
that was poured out unto me. This newfound faith inspired
me to devote my life to serving God and others.
I began to volunteer my time at Celebrate Recovery North
and other Christ-centered recovery ministries and had
in mind a mission to give back the grace and guidance
that was given to me through serving others and
carrying the message of the Gospel. This journey led me
to a new career path and for the past three and a half
years I have been a Substance Abuse Counselor at
Cornerstone of Recovery. I am a Certified Peer
Recovery Specialist through the Tennessee Department
of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services and am
on a licensure path to become a Licensed Alcohol and
Drug Counselor. I also have other career goals that I am
working towards. Most recently, I have been called to
the position of Director of Recovery Ministries here at
Fountain City UMC.
I have surrendered my will to God and am looking to him
for wisdom and guidance. I have realized that God has
given me a gift, a call, to use my experience and hope to
spread the good news of the Gospel and make disciples of
men and women in our community and our world.
Joy, my wife, and I join in walking the path that Christ
has restored for us. Joy and I desire to lead a faithful
family serving others in the Church and the community
while teaching our four children how to lead a life that
glorifies God.
In His Sᴛᴇᴘs, Seth Charles

Join us as we Further Our Reach in Fountain City with
our F.O.R. Fountain City Community Event on Saturday,
November 13, from 9:00am-12:00pm on the front lawn of
Fountain City UMC.
We have a lot of fun activities planned including inflatables,
entertainment, storytelling, free food and free Kona Ice,
as well as vaccinations, and food trucks. Come and stay all
morning or pop in for some food and get vaccinated.
What a blessing and an opportunity for us to have The Knox
County Health Department in attendance who will offer
COVID-19 Pfizer vaccination shots 1 and 2, Pfizer booster
shots and flu shots. We are hoping that children’s COVID-19 vaccinations will also be available.

What started out as an idea by Donna Lewis as a vaccination clinic, grew into an opportunity to provide a true
community event for Fountain City. Getting people on our property, back to our property, and experiencing the
love of our people all came together to create this fall festival type community event and we couldn’t be more
exicted to show our community a whole lot of great fellowship.
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED!
FCUMC needs our wonderful folks to volunteer to come out and have a great time, bring your
biggest smile and your heart full of Jesus’ love. We need at least 20 volunteers for 1½ hour shifts:
9 am-10:30 am or 10:30 am-noon. Register in Realm, use this QR code or call the church office at
865-689-5175 to volunteer.
SURVIVING THE HOLIDAYS SEMINAR
AT FOUNTAIN CITY UMC
November 10, 2021 • 10:00 am

Pastor On Call After Hours & Weekends
Text or Call 865-888-0192
When there is a hospitalization, a death in the
family, or any other time you may need urgent
pastoral care when the church office is closed,
we encourage you to text or call 865-888-0192
to reach the pastor on call.

Being without a loved one is especially difficult during
the holidays. Join us for GriefShare’s Surviving The
Holidays seminar on November 10, 2021 at 10:00am.
This special one day event features advice from grief
recovery experts and inspiring testimonials from
individuals who have lost loved ones.
If you would like a little help making it through the
holiday season after the death of a loved one, join us for
Surviving The Holidays. There is a $5 registration fee,
however, scholarships are available. Register at https://
www.griefshare.org/holidays/events/37446.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Tim Brown (865) 599-3429
Tom Harrington (865) 687-9460
prayer@fountaincityumc.org
STEPHEN MINISTRY
Gail Clift (865) 922-9408
Stephen Ministers are congregation members trained
by their Stephen Leaders to offer care to people who
are hurting. They provide high-quality, one-to-one,
Christ-centered care to people in our congregation
and the community experiencing life difficulties.

FOUNTAIN KIDs
NOVEMBER BIBLE STUDY
Everything we have comes from God. He is faithful to
provide what we need. And even more than what we own,
God can also provide what we need to face whatever
happens in our life. God has proven time and again that
we can trust Him no matter what. We can complain or
become jealous of what others have, or we can choose to
respond with contentment, knowing that God has a plan for
our lives. Don’t miss out on what you have now. If we’re
only thinking about what we DON’T have, we might miss
out on celebrating the ways God is taking care of us.

FOUNTAIN LITTLES
This month we are going to use a community garden
to teach our preschoolers that “I can thank God for
everything.” Choosing to be thankful is the road to
contentment, joy, and peace. We want our preschoolers to
have all of that goodness in their lives. Thanking God is
how we acknowledge the One giving us all the good in
our lives. When we thank God for everything, we are showing God that we believe He can use ALL things for His
purpose and nothing is too big for Him.

Week 1: Philippians 4:11b-13
Week 2: 1 Kings 21:1-19, 27
Week 3: Exodus 16:2-21, 17:1-7
Week 4: 2 Corinthians 8:1-5)

WEEK 1 Story Focus: I can thank God for my family. In
week one, we will follow the story of Naomi, Ruth, and
Boaz and see how they became a family. They were not
your typical family, but they were oh so thankful for each
other. And no matter what our family looks like, we can
thank God for our family too.

Fountain Kids Sunday Morning
9:45a.m. Fountain Kids Sunday School with large group,
led by Donna Lewis, and then small group breakouts by
grade level occurs on second floor. We currently have four
small group leaders in place leading children after large
group.

WEEK 2 Story Focus: I can thank God for my friends.
In week two, we will learn about the faithful friendship of
Jonathan and David and how thankful they were for each
other. Jonathan wasn’t just thankful with his words. He
looked for a way to show David he was thankful by giving
David special things that belonged to him. We can show our
friends we are thankful for them, too.

11:00a.m. Fountain Kids Bible meets in Wesley Hall with
large group led by Donna Lewis and small group breakout
activities led by three volunteers. What a blessing to be
able to expand and capture more kids in ministry. This
expansion required more dedicated volunteers and we have
amazing folks that stepped up to the task.

WEEK 3 Story Focus: I can thank God for food. This
week we see how the Israelites learned to truly depend on
God and be thankful for every bite of food they ate. These
people had to wait for food to literally drop from the sky.
We can thank God for our food, too.

Fountain Kids Wednesday Evening
6:30pm-7:30pm. We are blessed with children attending on
Wednesday nights that do not attend at all on Sunday. We
have an additional four volunteers serving on Wednesday
evening.
Five Faith Skills of Fountain Kids’ Ministry
1. Navigate the Bible (learning where to go to find
verses that will help them with specific questions)
2. Personalize scripture (memorize and apply)
3. Dialogue with God (public and private)
4. Articulate your faith (share and defend)
5. Worship with your life (serve and invest)

WEEK 4 Story Focus: I can thank God for people who
help me. Finally, we will visit the story of Elisha and the
wonderful couple who not only invited him to eat from
their table but built a room onto their home for when he
was in town. They really understood hospitality! While we
may not have someone who has made a room for us, we do
have people who have helped us, and we can thank God
for them.
Each of you should use whatever gift you have received
to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its
various forms. 1 Peter 4:10

Thank you Fountain City UMC for always supporting
children, families and the less fortunate in our community!

“Anyone who does anything to help a child in his life is a
hero to me.” Fred Rogers

Love you all, Miss Donna

Love my Fountain Littles, Miss Jenny

IN MEMORY & IN HONOR
GENERAL FUND
In Memory of Johnnie Burkey by Bruce & Jeane Luttrell, Ethel
Carden, Dot Gwinn, Conrad & Wanda Majors, Brian & May Corn,
Joe & Lynda Wyatt, and Lillian Holbert
In Memory of Bill Dyke by Lillian Holbert
In Memory of Faye Connor by Ethel Carden
In Memory of Alan Wendell Derthick by Dolores Smith
In Memory of Sarah Stevens by Conrad & Wanda Majors, Lillian
Holbert, Caroline Rogers, and Troy & June Lawson & Lou Ann
Sliger
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
In Memory of Johnnie Burkey by Bill & Martha Routh
MUSIC MINISTRY FUND
In Memory of Johnnie Burkey by Tom & Kay Hays, Dr. Jay &
Carolyn Childress, Sherman & Elizabeth Morton, and Emily
Cloud

FAITH PROMISE
In Memory of Sarah Stevens by Tom & Kay Hays
In Memory of T.O. & Lucy Schumpert by Tom Harrington
FOUNTAIN CITY MINISTRY CENTER
In Memory of Van Stewart by Kurt & Lori Wiberly, and Stanley &
Teresa Daniel
In Memory of Rudy & Reba Colson by Tom Harrington
In Honor of Charles & Kathy Harrington by Tom Harrington
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Memory of Van Stewart by Mark Biagi
CELEBRATE RECOVERY
In Memory of Van Stewart by Caroline Collier
LOST SHEEP MINISTRY
In Memory of Van Stewart by Bill & Martha Routh

OUR SYMPATHIES
We extend our sympathy to Jim & Janice Stevens in the death of their daughter, Sarah Stevens, on September 21,
2021.
We extend our sympathy to Randy Conner & David Conner in the death of their mother, Etta Faye Conner, on
September 23, 2021.
We extend our sympathy to Beth Petersen & family in the death of her mom, Diane Duncan, on October 6, 2021.
We extend our sympathy to Betty Addonizio in the death of her sister, Pauline Markham, on October 14, 2021.

WESLEY FOUNDATION MEALS

Our FCUMC Missions Committee has been serving
meals once a month during the school year to
students at The Wesley Foundation on the
University of Tennessee campus.
We would like to continue to serve a meal to these
young Methodist Christians on the third Sunday of
each month during the 2022 school year. We are
asking for groups from the church to volunteer to serve
this ministry in 2022. Check out our website at www.
fountaincityumc.org for details.

KARM COATS FOR THE COLD 2021

Coats for the Cold is an annual coat drive to collect coats
for those in need in our area. You are invited to donate
used men’s, women’s and children’s coats at any KARM
Stores location or any Prestige Cleaners location during
the Coat Collection dates of Monday, October 18 Saturday, November 13. The church will have coat
vouchers to provide to those in need of a coat, so please
contact the church office for a coat voucher. Coat
Distribution will be at any KARM Stores location
Monday, November 15 - Saturday, December 11.
Volunteers are needed to help sort and hang coats.
Please visit https://karm.org/ to volunteer.

STEWARDSHIP 2022
Do you sense the amazing things God is doing in our church and in our community? It is so exciting
to see, experience and share in the beautiful grace, mercy, and love of Christ together!
Thank you for spiritual and financial support that
makes great ministry happen! As someone who
supports our church, every time you hear about the good
our church is doing, you were there!
We cannot wait to see what God has in store for our
Church Family this coming year.
Youth Group Mission Trip
To Puerto Rico 2021

Your promise of prayers, presence, gifts, service,
and witness are necessary for Fountain City UMC to
move forward in making a difference as we follow
God’s commission to “…go and make disciples of all
the nations….” (Matthew 28:19) and “Teach the new
disciples to obey all commands I have given you. And
be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end
of the age.” (Matthew 28:20).
Elyse Hawkins’ Baptism by Immersion at
Celebrate Recovery Worship Service

On Sunday, November 21, 2021 in all worship
services we will ask you to make a spiritual and
financial commitment for the coming year as we
strive to make disciples and encourage the faithful.
We invite you to prayerfully search your hearts,
revisit your schedules, consider your budgets, and
hear what God is calling you to do for our church and
Fountain Kids Wednesday Nights
our community. Bring your commitment card
to church on November 21, mail to the church
or complete online using this QR Code. Cards will also be available at worship on November 21.
Again, thank you! Together, we are building a strong future for FCUMC! We will do great things
because God is with us, His Spirit lives in us, and He is in this church!
May God bless you and keep you,
Sharon Rinehart
Co-Chair Stewardship

Tom Schumpert
Co-Chair Stewardship

Don Hanshew
Senior Pastor

Chase Crickenberger
Associate Pastor

