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This is a big month for those of us with seniors in high school. High school
graduation marks a tremendous milestone in life, and is a time to celebrate
accomplishments and transition to another phase. As a parent, I know I am
not alone when I second guess myself in how well I have helped prepared my
children to launch well. I have joked with my wife that our number one goal is to
make sure that we raise our children in such a way that they will want to visit from
time to time, and that they will use good judgement when they pick out our nursing
home.
Yet, there is so much more.
There is more I wish I would have taught. More I wish I would have modeled. When I reflect, there are more
times I would have admitted my faults more quickly, and been much faster in affirming my kids victories.
Yet, I feel there is comfort in knowing you are never done as a parent. What I am trusting is that God will put
people in my kids’ paths that will assist where I may have slipped, and journey with my kids in ways that I
could not and perhaps should not. Some things you just have to learn beyond the protective drip-line of the
shelter of parents.
What I pray for the most is that my kids will find a church, similar to Fountain City UMC, that will be a
good landing pad for the spiritual growth they need after they graduate. A place where they will be warmly
welcomed, find friends who are older and younger, and that there will be other adults who will missionally take
a sincere interest in who they are as they make blunders, use their gifts, and ask big questions. The power of a
loving Christ-centered community of followers cannot be overstated.
What I am reminded of each week when I look into the faces of our congregation is that we are that landing
pad. There are many mothers and fathers who are so thankful for what we do. God is trusting us to be stewards
of sweet souls. These friends have come across our webpage, social media feed, or driven by our church and
something in their heart pulled them our way. All I can say is, “Thanks God! Help us do our best!”
Guided by a holy ambition, indeed we do work hard to make sure each event and worship service is pulled
together so that all can learn to love God and love their neighbor more fully, all the while trusting God will do
the rest. During summer, many church activities “slow” down and others get amped up. Regardless, I sense
God will continue to send children our way. They are not just Ms. Blessbottom’s favorite son, they are God’s
child. So much hangs in the balance of a simple “Hello! I am glad you are here. Have we met?” I am so glad
our church treats all with such dignity and respect to meet them where they are, and help them get to where
God is guiding. As a matter of fact, I am counting on it. Not just for our church, but for my children too.
Parenting In Grace With You,
Pastor Don

CHURCH
OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY-FRIDAY
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Sunday Schedule
8:30am Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)
9:45am Journey Worship (Gym & Livestream)
9:45am Sunday Morning Discipleship churchwide
11:00am Traditional Worship (Sanctuary & Livestream)
11:00am Sunday Morning Discipleship (135, 136, 137, B17)
11:00am FountainKids Bible Experience (212)

EPIC SENIOR MINISTRY • MAY 5, 2022
PRESENTING CHEF DEBBIE PICKETT

PRAYERS, PRESENCE, GIFTS,
SERVICE, and Witness
FAITH PROMISE

OUR GIFTS:
WEEKLY OFFERING
Mar 14-20
$16,938.00
Mar 21-27
$20,566.00
Mar 28-Apr 3
$33,868.18
Apr 4-10
$22,783.07

Faith Promise Sunday is
May 22. Please go to
www.fountaincityumc.org
and click on “GIVE” to
make your commitment.

After retiring from a career as a
registered nurse in emergency
medicine, Debbie Pickett
enrolled in a culinary program
with plans to do in-home
cooking classes.
Debbie Pickett will be our speaker
and chef on May 5, 2022. Join us for a
cooking class where she will demonstrate
and share her recipes for potato soup,
chicken salad, and sour dough bread. Sign
up using this QR Code or on our website!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL • JUNE 20-23, 2022
CAMP & MISSION TRIP SCHOLARSHIPS
The FCUMC Missions Committee will be accepting
requests for youth mission trip and Holston
Conference camp scholarships through Friday, May
13, 2022.

Join us as go off-road for a Monumental adventure through
the colorful canyons and sunbaked trails of the southwest.
By exploring God’s awesomeness, kids will form a rock
solid faith for the road ahead.
VBS will held in the evenings on June 20-23,
2022 with family night on Thursday, June 23.
Don’t let your kids miss the fun! Register or
Volunteer using this QR Code or on our
website.
CONFIRMATION SERVICE
WEDNESDAY, MAY 11, 2022 • 6:30 PM
Our confirmation service will take place in the Gym and
will be structured to respect the preferred worshipping
methods of all confirmands, fusing traditional and
contemporary elements.
CONFIRMANDS RECOGNIZED
SUNDAY, MAY 15, 2022
All confirmands will be recognized on May 15, 2022 in
all three worship services. Join us in celebrating their
intentions to live the vows of baptism.

A note can be placed in the Missions Committee
mailbox in the church office or send an email to
co-chair Becky Ripley at edripley@comcast.net. We
are not requesting any financial information, just a
desire to participate in either of these opportunities.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY WORK DAY
SATURDAY, MAY 14, 2022

FCUMC is participating in a local UMC build
partnering with other area United Methodist
churches. Our assigned task is INTERIOR
PAINTING.
We need fifteen volunteers who are 16 years
or older. Work should conclude by 12:30 PM
so lunch will not be provided but water and
snacks will be on site.
Please visit www.fountaincityumc.org and
click on the Habitat For Humanity
section on our homepage or use this
QR code to register.

Hats off to our graduates! We will honor our
graduating seniors with a celebratory banquet
in the gym on May 1, 2022 from 5:30 - 7:00 PM
Join us as we recognize these amazing seniors and enjoy a banquet from Sweet P’s BBQ.
Register using this QR code or on our website.

congratulations
graduates
Hayden Alexander Glenn is
graduating from Gibbs High
School and will
attend the University of
Tennessee at
Chattanooga in the fall.

Estella Simone Cruze,
is graduating from
Central High School
in the spring. Her plan
is to attend Pellissippi
State in the fall, but
ultimately attend cosmetology school and
have a career in the
beauty industry.
Sam Benson is
graduating on May 21,
2022 from the University
of Tennessee Knoxville
with a B.S. in
Biochemistry and
Cellular and Molecular
Biology with a Minor in
Chemistry.

Charley Rose Bible is
graduating from
Central High School and
will attend U.T.’s Haslam
College of Business. She
will join the “Pride of the
Southland” marching band
in the fall of 2022.
Emma Kathryn Miller
is graduating from
Karns High School.
Emma will attend Pellisippi State for two
years before heading
off to the University
of
Tennessee to
complete a degree
in Marketing.
Graduating High School Seniors
Trevor Coppock
Emily Koesterman
Danni Makres

Max Buttram is graduating from Central
High School. He will attend the University of
Tennnessee in the fall.
Emily Hardin will
receive her Master
of Social Work from the
University of Kentucky
on May 7, 2022.

December College Graduates
Hayley Edwards
Todd Graves

Thomas Hanshew
is graduating from
Pulaski County High
School in Virginia.
He will attend New
York University with
a focus on applied
psychology.

Grace Cook is graduating
from Central High School
and will head to ETSU
to study Kinesiology.
Grace plans to attend
Occupational Therapy
School following her
bachelor’s degree.

Jake Ensor is
graduating from
Central High
School, and will
attend the
University of
Tennessee Knoxville
in the fall.

Devin Laine is
graduating from
Halls High School.
He will be attending
Tennessee Tech in the
fall studying
computer science.

Seth Carter Hamonds
is graduating from
Central High School.
After graduation Seth
plans to attend the
University of
Tennessee Knoxville
majoring in History.
Cole Brown (left) is graduating from L&N Stem
Academy. He will be attending Pellissippi State
Community College in the fall.
Aidan Brown (right) is graduating from Central
High School. He will attend the University of
Tennessee Knoxville in the fall,
majoring in Education.
Jenna Smiddy graduated
from Paul Kelley Academy. She will attend Pellissippi State
Community College
majoring in Early
Childhood Education.

Madeline Belew is
graduating in the top 10%
from Central High School.
She will attend UTK on
full scholarship (Flagship
and Academic) Her major
is undecided.
Andrew Kercher is
graduating from Central
High School with 4.3 GPA.
He will attend the
University of Alabama
Huntsville Honors
Program to study
Astrophysics.

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
During the month of May, as part of our worship series “Grace”, we will be taking
Communion weekly. It is our hope that this experiment leads us towards making a decision
as to whether Holy Communion should be a permanent weekly part of our worship
services. There are some of you who may be concerned and raise questions such as, “but won’t
Communion lose its significance if we do it every week?”. I understand the concern, but let us
not forget that as United Methodists, we believe Communion to be an act of God on Earth, not an
act of man. As such, I would ask the counter question, “can we ever make an action of God less
significant?”
Think of it this way too; how often do we as Christians pray the Lord’s Prayer. For those of us who regularly attend
service, that is at least weekly but for many of us it might be even more frequently than that. That being said, does that
prayer – or any prayer for that matter – ever lose its significance because we do it frequently? Au contraire, they become
a means of transforming our spiritual lives – and unlike Holy Communion, they aren’t even a sacrament.
You may be left with the understandable question of, “well then why change what we have been doing for so long?”
I understand that concern wholeheartedly. However, our goal here is not to change but to restore. Practicing weekly
Communion is truly a restoration of the heart of the Methodist Movement. John Wesley believed that Holy Communion
should be taken as often as one possibly could. In his famous sermon, “The Duty of Constant Communion”, John Wesley
says the following about avoiding taking communion at least weekly:
“It is no wonder that men who have no fear of God should never think of doing this. But it is strange that it should be
neglected by any that do fear God, and desire to save their souls. And yet nothing is more common. One reason why
any neglect it is, they are so much afraid of ‘eating and drinking unworthily’ that they never think how much greater the
danger is when they do not eat or drink at all. That I may do what I can to bring these well-meaning men to a more just
way of thinking, I shall.” (1787)
Wesley truly believed that Holly Communion, or as he sometimes called it, The Blessed Sacrament, was the most
significant means of grace in this life where Christ becomes present for us through a Holy Mystery and we get to take
part in Christ’s sacrificial grace for all of mankind. Not only that, he often called it “the converting Sacrament”, because
he thought an unbeliever was most likely to have a conversion experience at the Blessed Table of God before anywhere
else in this life, so it is our ultimate Wesleyan evangelical tool.
Monthly Communion is not a truly Methodist practice – it was a practice of necessity that met the need of 1812, not
the needs of 2022. Monthly Communion arose out of a time when one pastor would ride horseback serving sometimes
upwards of 12-15 churches at a time, only being able to go to each church once in a month, thus church members
only receiving communion once a month. However, now that we have an ordained or licensed pastor in almost every
Methodist pulpit, that practice is not just obsolete, it is a betrayal of John Wesley’s vision for the future of the Methodist
Church and an irresponsibility and disservice on my part as a clergy to not offer the body of Christ to those who need
grace most at every opportunity I can get.
Friends, we merely ask that we all be open minded to the way the Holy Spirit moves at Fountain City United Methodist
Church during the month of May, considering seriously the possibility of this becoming a permanent and established
part of our worship services. Remember too, during this experiment, that it may not feel necessary to you every
Sunday. However, there is always someone on Sunday who needs the body and blood of Christ and a community brought
together and united into one body by the Holy Spirit. We have an obligation to provide that.
Yours in Christ, Pastor Chase
AMPLIFY MEDIA
We have an exciting new resource at our disposal called Amplify Media, which works like the church’s very
own Netflix style-streaming site where you can access video-based Bible studies from authors such as Adam
Hamilton and NT Wright entirely for free! We will also start producing our own content accessible on our
Amplify Media account. Sign up today by going to http://my.amplifymedia.com/fountaincityumcknoxvilletn/
welcome and entering code NZDLTG.

FOUNTAIN KIDs
God is strong and faithful, always working in our lives.
We might get knocked down sometimes, but when we put
our trust in God, we find the strength to get back up. Jesus
showed us how to face life with resilience. No matter what
happened, Jesus relied on God to help Him accomplish the
mission set before Him. Because of Jesus, we can trust God
no matter what.
Week 1: Matthew 28:16-20 and Acts 1-2. Right before God
takes Jesus back to heaven, Jesus gave His disciples an
incredible task: tell the world about Him and share His love
with others. God is always with you.
Week 2: Acts 3:1-4:21. Peter and John were resilient even
when arrested for sharing Jesus’ message. They wouldn’t let
it get them down. Keep going even when it gets tough.
Week 3: Acts 16:16-40. When Paul and Silas were
arrested, they could have given up sharing Jesus’ love with
others, but they worshipped God right there in jail! Choose
joy when life gets hard.

FOUNTAIN LITTLES
Preschoolers will ask questions countless times as they
get to know the world around them. This is the perfect
opportunity to tell them no only what they are looking at
but Who made it as well.
WEEK 1 Story Focus: On days one and two, God made
the light and dark and sky and water. When darkness falls
or our preschoolers look up to the sky, they can know that
God made everything, and it is good.
WEEK 2 Story Focus: On day three and four, God
made the land, plants, sea, sun, moon, and stars.
They can smell a flower and know that God made the
flowers!
WEEK 3 Story Focus: On day five, God made the birds
and fish. Your preschoolers will be flapping their wings and
swimming like little fishes.
WEEK 4 Story Focus: This week is super special because
on day six, God made the animals and God made people!

Week 4: Hebrews 11. When life gets hard, we can look to
Abraham, Joseph, and Moses to see how they trusted God
through some tough circumstances. Trusting God can help
you get back up.

WEEK 5 Story Focus: God looked at everything He made.
Then, He rested. We will all be ready for a rest week five
after a month filled with learning that God made
everything. And, that’s what God did on day seven.

Week 5: Hebrews 12:1-3. Resilience might not be easy, but
people who have gone before us show what it means to have
resilience, even throughout the most challenging moments
of life. Keep going because of what Jesus did for you.

Love My Fountain Littles,
Miss Jenny

Love, Miss Donna

Katie Meade & Ethan Goforth
INVITE YOU TO SHARE IN THEIR HAPPINESS
AS THEY UNITE IN MARRIAGE
SATURDAY, THE TWENTY-EIGHTH OF MAY
FIVE O’CLOCK IN THE AFTERNOON
FOUNTAIN CITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
This congregational invitation is for the ceremony
only. Due to limited seating, the reception is closed.

DID YOU HAVE A BABY
DURING THE PANDEMIC
WHO IS READY FOR BAPTISM?
What a wonderful spring we are enjoying,
and a blessing to be back in God’s house
full time. We realize that an additional
blessing is that so many of our families
experienced the joy of a new baby during
the pandemic.
Therefore, we are reaching out with excitement and
anticipation of some baptisms. If you want to schedule
a baptism, please contact Pastor Chase at pastor.chase@
fountaincityumc.org or Donna Lewis at donna.lewis@
fountaincityumc.org.
Baptisms can be scheduled at the convenience of your
family and at the woship service of your choice.

IN MEMORY & IN HONOR
GENERAL FUND
In Memory of Brent Hodge by Pete & Elizabeth Brown,
William & Brenda French, James & Carolyn Moore, Tim &
Debbie Sharp, Loretta, Tish & Cary Simpson, Kenneth
Searcy, Jackie Cook, Patricia Bridges, Eileen Reagan,
Molly & Larry Rutledge, Stephen Loring, Andrew Loring,
Jacki Griffis, and Carol & Terry Wear
In Honor of Donna Lewis by Rob & Martha Koho
In Memory of Jim Larkin by Tim, Debbie, Lacey & Lindsey
Sharp, Daniel & Nyoka Holder, and June Clanton
In Memory of Paul Eidson by Bruce & Jeane Luttrell, Tom
Cloud, and Larry & Alta Huskey
In Memory of Buddy Harrell by Joanna Class of Central
Baptist Church of Fountain City, and Larry & Alta Huskey
In Memory of Mac English by Polly Kelly

OUR PRESENCE
CELEBRATING WITH OUR CHURCH FAMILY

Please join us in celebrating the Baptism of
Angela McTeer on March 31, 2022.
Angela is the daughter of Will & Charito
McTeer.

RISE AGAINST HUNGER
In Memory of John Needy by Karen Needy
In Memory of Connie Taylor by Karen Needy
FAITH PROMISE FOR MISSIONS
In Memory of Ginny Rowlett by Tom Harrington
In Memory of Buddy Harrell by Emily Cloud

Chelsea, Charito, Angela and Will McTeer

FOUNTAIN CITY MINISTRY CENTER
In Memory of Paul Eidson by Tom Harrington
In Memory of Audrey Jennings by Tom Harrington
UMCOR
In Memory of Ginny Rowlett by Tom & Emily Cloud
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
In Memory of Pete Greenwalt by Tom Cloud
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Memory of Mac English by Mark Biagi
In Memory of Bill Potts by Mark Biagi
In Memory of Connie Settle by Mark Biagi
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
In Memory of Brent Hodge by Mary Floyd

WE EXTEND OUR SYMPATHIES TO.......
Jane Greenwalt and family in the death of her husband, Pete Greenwalt, on February 23, 2022.
Rev. Pete Rowlett, former pastor at FCUMC, in the death of his wife, Ginny Rowlett, on March 19, 2022.
Elizabeth Brown & Pete Brown in the death of their son/stepson, Brent Hodge, on March 20, 2022.
Barbara Harrell and family in the death of her brother, Buddy Harrell, on March 28, 2022.
The family of Paul Eidson in his death on April 1, 2022.
Linda Larkin and family in the death of her husband, Jim Larkin, on April 2, 2022.
Lori Hensley & Paul Bales and families in the death of their mother, Charlotte Bales, on April 18, 2022.

