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40, 176 meals packaged!

PASTOR,
CORNERED
A NOTE
FROM TOM

For some strange reason, when I consider this newsletter article being my last
(I have invited projected clergy to fill this spot for June), I was led to think of
tombstone epitaphs. Have you ever considered what your last (albeit engraved)
words might be? Some epitaphs that catch my eye are:
Merv Griffin: I Will Not Be Right Back After This Message
Mel Blanc: That’s All Folks
Rodney Dangerfield: There Goes The Neighborhood

After 35 years of pastoral ministry, I think the message that I would want engraved might be:
Somestimes Good, Sometimes Not, Bless His Heart
He Finally Got To Close The Curtains On His Glass House
If There Was Anything Virtuous, Thank His Family
Which one should I use? I suppose I could make it a multiple choice & ask you to vote with your wallet. Each vote
would cost $100, but if you wanted to vote for more than one, each additional vote would be prorated. If you wrote
in your suggestion, the price would really go up. Hey, we’re always looking for creative ways to raise money for
ministry, right? There really are no “right” words to express gratitude except to say: THANK YOU GOD, THANK
YOU CHURCH.
As Jonna & I transition into a new season called retirement, whatever that means, we will hold you in our hearts
along with our seven past Holston Conference UMC appointments. The best gifts that you can offer us are your
prayers of peace and your support of the clergy who will be succeeding Pastor Kristen & me as of July 1.
May the peace of Christ be with each of you, Tom

OUR GIFTS
WEEKLY OFFERING
Mar. 8 - 14
$31,201.50
Mar. 15-21
$13,741.00
Mar. 22-28
$23,127.00
Mar. 29-Apr. 4 $38,098.00
Apr. 5-11
$25,602.25
April 12-18
$ 17,778.00

PRAYERS, PRESENCE, GIFTS,
SERVICE, and Witness

OUR SYMPATHIES
We extend our sympathy to Margaret Parrott and family in the death of
her husband, Carl Earl Parrott, on Thursday, March 18.
We extend our sympathy to JoAnn Wells and family in the death of her
husband, Granville Earl Wells, on March 18.
We extend our sympathy to Jerry Griffey in the death of his sister,
Margaret Worley, on March 19.
We extend our sympathy to Dan Lore in the death of his father,
James “Jim” Lore, on March 22.
We extend our sympathy to Cheryl Dykes in the death of her
mother, Velma Josephine Wiegers, on March 24.

FAITH PROMISE

Faith Promise Sunday will be
May 23. Please mail your check
to the church office or go to
www.fountaincityumc.org
and click on “GIVE NOW” on
our homepage to make your
commitment.

We extend our sympathy to Lori Tucker in the death of her mother,
Patricia “Pat” Mutersbaugh, on March 29.
We extend our sympathy to Carol Bellgrau in the death of her husband,
Ray Bellgrau, on March 31.
We extend our sympathy to Carol Sewell in the death of her father,
Rodney C. “R.C.” Condon, on April 19.

WELCOME TO OUR NEW CLERGY
Rev. Don Hanshew, New Senior Pastor

Thomas, Don, Grace and Carol Hanshew

As Rev. Tom Ballard has announced his retirement,
we want to introduce you to our new Senior Pastor
beginning on July 1, Rev. Don Hanshew. Some of you
may remember when Don was Associate Pastor at our
church beginning in the summer of 2002 and staying
for eight years under the encouraging hand of Rev. Jim
Whedbee.
Don and his wife, Carol were blessed with two
amazing children, Thomas and Grace, while in
ministry at FCUMC. Carol, Thomas and Grace will
stay in Dublin, VA for another year while Don begins
his journey as Senior Pastor at FCUMC so that
Thomas can complete his senior year of high school.
Don is passionate about serving in the local church
and shares this passion in his letter inserted in this
newsletter. Welcome Pastor Don!

NEWLY APPOINTED
LICENSED LOCAL PASTORS
REV. CLARENCE AND REV. JACKIE CARTER

Rev. Clarence and Rev. Jackie Carter have
completed their required courses and are now
Licensed Local Pastors at Haven Chapel UMC and
Asbury UMC (Clinton). Congratulations and God
bless you both in your commitment to spreading
Christ’s word.

Chase Crickenberger, New Associate Pastor
As announced in worship
on May 2, Pastor Kristen has
received a new Holston
Conference
appointment
and will become Senior
Pastor at First UMC in
Dandridge.
We
will
certainly miss Kristen and
her family and wish them
Maddie & Chase
the very best in this new
Crickenberger
position! In turn, SPRC is
pleased to announce that Chase Crickenberger will
be the new Associate Pastor at Fountain City UMC
beginning July 1, soon after his graduation from
Candler School of Theology in Atlanta, GA.
Chase was born and raised in Central Virginia where
he first felt the call to ministry at the age of 14. He was
a member of a small Southern Baptist congregation
at the time and after leaving home at 17, that call
fundamentally changed as he began to question some
of the teachings of his youth. Chase attended Emory
& Henry College where he graduated with a double
major in Political Science and Philosophy in 2017.
While at E&H, he began to get involved with campus
spiritual life and joined Madam Russell UMC in
Saltville, Va. Due in large part due to the love,
support and affirmation he received from the
members of Madam Russell, he began to once again
feel the call of God to pursue ordained ministry, this
time in the United Methodist Church.
Chase’s wife, Maddie, is an 11th grade American
Literature teacher at Collins Hill High School in
Lawrenceville, Ga where they currently live. She
loves engaging with youth and teens, in and out of
the classroom, as they navigate the trials of education
and being a teen. Chase and Maddie have a one-year
old Poochon puppy named Minnie who is soon to be
joined by a second adopted dog.
Chase has a love of literature, fiction and nonfiction
alike. In particular, he is a huge fan of J.R.R. Tolkien
and C.S. Lewis. He loves being outdoors, hiking,
canoeing, and trekking When not outdoors, he is a bit
of a film junkie in addition to having a love of cooking
and baking. We look forward to welcoming Chase and
Maddie to our church family!

By: Dana Underwood
When I hear the phrase ‘Christian Home’, I envision
Leave it to Beaver mealtimes with family devotion
time thrown in. Since my life is more likely to
look like unpacking an insulated bag full of BBQ
chicken dinners to eat between karate and youth
group, or buying ball field hamburgers to scarf
down between games, I wasn’t sure what to do with
the invitation to write about the Christian home
from a mother’s perspective.

The Christian Home
Most ‘family’ writing has been about how this year
has given many families more time together, but
that hasn’t been our experience. While most of
the kids’ activities have occurred in some fashion,
limited crowd sizes changed the ‘one big family’
feel that they have traditionally had. We are
thankful to have enjoyed the main event, but we
have missed the siblings, grandparents, and friends
that are a part of the group.

Dana’s children, Sarah and James

enthusiastic encouragers, often older adults, of
kids, youth, and adults trying new things and
taking on new responsibilities…these are all a part
of the much-missed home base that supported
families and individuals.

Our models of home and family feel like they
have gotten very small this year – each specific
house and the people who live in it rather than the
network of places and people around which we
‘make ourselves at home’. In any family, our roles
During this unusual year, we discovered how and responsibilities change over time, and as more
important the enthusiasm, teaching, and love of activities open and we all decide what we will add
the greater community is for families. As we spent back to our schedules I would love to see all of us in
more time in individual nuclear units, parents had the church figure out how to love our community
to fill the ‘family’ roles that their communities by being a part of the family.
had provided. The college students who act as big
brothers and sisters to children and youth; the I hear people saying that it’s been so nice to not
parents who take what they do and share it with have so many responsibilities, and this has been a
every kid that they encounter, whether it be good time to evaluate what we do that is busywork
cheering, chatting with a van full at school pickup, and what is actually productive. But, as people
always having extra snacks, or being willing to feel physically comfortable venturing out, I hope
host impromptu gatherings; the volunteers and the we find our new places, standing in the gaps that
paid teachers and coaches who teach children far have opened as we sort ourselves out from this
more than soccer, phonics, and dance; jumbled-up year.
ABOUT THE COVER PHOTO:
Our Rise Against Hunger Meal Packaging Event was
once again a huge success! If you’d like to see one of
your photos grace the cover of a future The Spirit
newsletter, please email Kathleen Bloom at
kathleen.bloom@fountaincityumc.org.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS FOR MAY
Monday-Thursday: 8:30am-5:00pm
(closed for lunch from 12:00-1:00pm)
Friday: 8:30am- 12:oopm

OUR PRESENCE

FAREWELL TO JOSH BRACKEN,
FCUMC ORGANIST

Our extended church family continues to grow! You
are invited to rejoice in the following blessings with us!

Josh
Bracken
became
the organist at FCUMC
nearly six years ago with
the intention of staying
only a year or two.
Obviously, much to our
benefit,
he
embraced
and was embraced by
the people of our choirs
and our
congregation,
inevitably staying much longer.

CELEBRATING WITH OUR FCUMC FAMILY

Join us in celebrating the birth of Wyatt James Taylor to
Kendall Taylor on March 19. Grandparents are Mark &
Debby Taylor.
Join us in celebrating the marriage of Alyssa Stewart &
Ben Steinke on March 20.
Join us in celebrating the new membership of Leslie
Huffine Dykeman. She joined our church body on March
21 in The Journey.
Join us in celebrating the new membership of Janice
Leavenworth. She joined our church body on March 21 in
Traditional Worship.
If you have a celebration to include, please email
kathleen.bloom@fountaincityumc.org. Photos are
always welcome!

Thank you, Josh, for sharing your gifts with us, for
worshiping with us, for laughing and crying with
us, and for staying with our family as long as you
have.
Josh has accepted an offer to be the new
facilities manager and organist at Colonial Heights
UMC in Kingsport, TN. We will miss you but we
wish you the best in this new chapter of your life!

2021 FAITH PROMISE FOR MISSIONS RECAP
The Missions Committee would like to thank all those who have
filled out and returned their Faith Promise commitment cards. You
can view videos from our Faith Promise partners on our YouTube
channel as they share how our faithfulness has made a different in lives in their communities. If you
have not completed your commitment card, you may still make your commitment by going to our
website and clicking on the Faith Promise logo. There is a list of Faith Promise commitments in honor
and in memory on the back of this newsletter.
SUCCESS! RISE AGAINST HUNGER MEAL PACKAGING EVENT

It might have been in a different location and in addition to hairnets,
masks were worn, however, once again FCUMC came together in a big way
to support Rise Against Hunger.
We had 144 volunteers and surpassed our goal by packaging 40,176 meals! The Missions
Committee would like to thank all those who volunteered, including the Friday night table crew and R.
Larry Smith, space provider and trash collector.

FOUNTAIN KIDS
May Bible Experience
COMMITMENT IS MAKING A PLAN AND PUTTING IT
INTO PRACTICE.
Growing in faith is not something that happens by
merely cramming more information about the Bible
into a child’s brain. All of that knowledge in their
head means nothing if we don’t help kids experience
what that knowledge can do in their hearts. To fully
experience faith, we want kids to practice their
faith. And that takes commitment. God keeps all His
promises and puts His plans into action. Because God
has followed through on those plans, we get the chance
to be with God forever. We reflect God’s commitment to
us when we can make a plan and stick to it.
This month, we’ll help kids discover that one of the
best plans they can make is to commit to an ongoing
relationship with Jesus. Commit to practicing faith
by reading God’s Word, praying to Him consistently,
talking about Him with friends, and living out that faith
every day.

relationship with God. A growing relationship with
God isn’t something that happens overnight; we need to
practice it. The verse sets up the rest of the month for
how we can practice our faith.
Week 2: We head to Matthew 7:24-29, where we can
read a parable Jesus told at the end of the Sermon
on the Mount. Two builders took two different
approaches to build their homes. One house was built
on a solid foundation, the other on shifting sand. The
message is clear: a solid foundation in life starts with
hearing and doing what Jesus says.
Week 3: In Luke 11:1-4, we find Jesus’ disciples asking
Him how to pray. Jesus responds with a prayer that
serves as the perfect model for how we can talk to God.
We can pray with gratitude and honesty, pray for our
needs and forgiveness. It’s comforting to know that we
can pray, knowing that God knows us and wants to hear
from us.

Week 1: We kick off the month with something Paul
wrote in 1 Corinthians 9:24-25. So run in a way that will get
you the prize. All who take part in the games train hard (NIrV).
Paul used running in a race as a way to talk about our

Week 4: We focus on Matthew 16:13-20 as Jesus asks
his disciples about who people think He is. Then, Jesus
turned the question on them: after everything they’d
seen Jesus do and heard Jesus say, who do they think He
is? This gave Peter the perfect moment to declare what
he believed about Jesus-that He truly is the Son of God.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Mother’s Day • May 9, 2021
Make Mother’s Day even more special by attending
church as a family. Fountain Kids will have special
gifts for their mothers!

We are excited to offer Treasured: Discovering
You’re Priceless to God Vacation Bible School this
summer! Fountain Kids VBS will take place June 1417. The registration link is available on our website or
you may use this QR Code to register.
There are limited spots available and
registration is required. This will be an
outdoor, evening camp (6:oo-8:30pm) for
two-year-olds to 5th grade children.
Don’t let your kids miss out on the fun of our annual
Vacation Bible School!

I Corinthians 13:4-7
“Love is patient, love is kind, it
isn’t jealous, it doesn’t brag, it
isn’t arrogant, it isn’t rude, it
doesn’t seek its own advantage,
it isn’t irritable, it doesn’t keep a
record of complaints, it isn’t
happy with injustice, but it is
happy with the truth. Love puts
up with all things, trust in all things, hopes for all
things, endures all things.”
Bottom Line: No matter what happens, you can
always count on a mother to give you a love unlike
any other.

KRISTEN’S CORNER
Rev. Dr. Kristen Burkhart, Associate Pastor of Discipleship

Regret. What an ugly word. We send our regret when we cannot be present at some
important function. Some receive regrets in letters about jobs or the death of a loved
one. I think maybe sending our regrets is so hard that we stick to templates for those
sorts of things.
Regret seems somewhere between “I’m sorry” and “this is the way it is”. The Apostle Paul
describes regret like this…. 2 Corinthians 7:8-10. For though I caused you sorrow by my letter,
I do not regret it; though I did regret it—for I see that that letter caused you sorrow, though only for a
while— I now rejoice, not that you were made sorrowful, but that you were made sorrowful to the point of repentance; for you
were made sorrowful according to the will of God, so that you might not suffer loss in anything through us. For the sorrow that is
according to the will of God produces a repentance without regret, leading to salvation, but the sorrow of the world produces
death.
As United Methodists we believe in the guidance of the Holy Spirit and that God acts in Prevenient Grace. This
applies to pastoral appointments as well. With that spirit in mind, I want to let you all know that I will be
receiving a new pastoral appointment in July and my last day to share the message at The Journey will be June 13.
My announcement is not full of regret but of thanksgiving. I came from a difficult appointment before getting
the honor to be your Associate Pastor of Discipleship. Not only did you all help me heal but you allowed me to
use my ministry gifts for God’s glory. At times this happened while I was kicking and screaming (videoing
worship and sermons during COVID-19) but even in that, I was not alone for you were kicking and screaming too
as we mourned the loss of worship as a community. You welcomed my family with open arms and loved each
member as if they were your own. Unknowingly, you helped me care for my parents during difficult times and
health scares. I so enjoyed working with the staff and am thankful that I was able to continue working with
Pastor Tom.
So no regrets, just love and thanks I send to each of you and your families for the testimony you have shown by
loving your Pastor and Family and doing ministry with each other together. We created some new ministries, we
reached out to our community, we gave of the gifts God has so greatly given to us, we prayed together, and we
worshiped together in new ways. I have and will continue to thank my God every time I think of you! I will
always pray with joy, whenever I pray for you all, because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.
Philippians 1:3-5.
“The LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD make His face shine upon you,
And be gracious to you; The LORD lift up His countenance upon you,
And give you peace.” Numbers 6:24-26
God Bless, Pastor Kristen

ANNUAL FATHER DAUGHTER SPRING DANCE
Gals and dads, dance and laughter! A last minute change
of venue due to a wet forecast did not dampen the spirit
of these girls and their best guys. On Saturday, April 10,
our 18th annual Father Daughter Dance was held at the
Boys & Girls Club.
This was truly a family evening. We are filled with
gratitude and pride for our amazing FCUMC family of
friends and talented volunteers. We couldn’t have pulled
it off without you!

IN MEMORY & IN HONOR
GENERAL FUND
In Memory of John Needy by Scott & Beth Stabler, Larry &
Alta Huskey, Jack & Nancy Hamilton, Bill Williams, Dave &
Mary Fredna Danford, Bill Cloud, R.B. & Susan Schumpert,
Lillian Holbert, Jean Payne, Sharon Johnson, Ed Owens,
Polly Kelly, Bo & Marie Cantrell, and Bruce & Jeane Luttrell
In Honor of Tom & Jonna Ballard by Anonymous
In Memory of Buzzy Lytle by Mike & Carlene LeCompte,
Dave & Mary Fredna Danford, and Lillian Holbert
In Memory of Allen Chamberlain by Carol Chamberlain
In Honor of Haven Williams Smith and her coworkers by Bill
& Carol Sewell
In Memory of Hollis McLain by Reuben & Louann Holland
In Memory of Josephine Wiegers by Pairs & Spares SS Class
In Memory of Marie McBride by Ethel Carden
In Memory of Earl Wells by Bruce & Jeane Luttrell, Conrad
& Wanda Majors, and Lillian Holbert

SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Memory of John Needy by Mark Biagi
In Memory of Earl Wells by Mark Biagi

OPEN DOOR COMMUNITY MEAL
In Honor of Bill Routh by Pat Cazort

CHOIR FUND
In Memory of Margaret Worley by Conrad & Wanda Majors

FAITH PROMISE
In Memory of John Needy by Alvah & Cheryl Bible
In Honor of Bill & Mary Simpson by Alvah & Cheryl Bible,
and Susan Vines
In Memory of G.E. Musgraves by Charlotte Musgraves
In Memory of Margaret Worley by Tom Harrington
FOUNTAIN CITY MINISTRY CENTER
In Memory of Buzzy Lytle by Rob & Martha Koho, Mark
Biagi, Conrad & Wanda Majors, and Larry & Alta Huskey
In Memory of Earl Wells by Tom Harrington
In Memory of Carl Parrott by Tom Harrington
In Memory of Ray Bellgrau by Tom Harrington

		

FAITH PROMISE FOR MISSIONS COMMITMENTS
IN HONOR AND IN MEMORY

In Honor of Tim Brown by Cherie Brown
In Honor of The Whobodies Class by Allen & Debby Abernathy
In Honor of Don & Luwona Brooks by Sean & Melissa Greene
In Honor of Gary McMahon by Patty McMahon
In Honor of Edna Gray by Charles and Susy Gray
In Honor of Peggy Stevens by Carolyn Rogers
In Honor of the Staff of FCUMC by Tom and Jonna Ballard
In Honor of Joshua Bracken by Mike Hueser
In Honor of Charlotte DeLozier by Ashley & Anthony Garren
In Honor of Cornelia Garren by Anthony & Ashley Garren
In Honor of Becky Ripley by Bill & Martha Routh
In Honor of Bettye Lane by Rob & Nancy Sterling
In Honor of Tom & Jonna Ballard by Whobodies SS Class		
In Memory of Jack & Joyce Sterling by Tom & Jeanette Jensen
In Memory of Sandy Adcox by Ralph Adcox
In Memory of Earnest & Elizabeth Hatmaker by Frank & Nancy Faulkner
In Memory of Frank & Margaret Faulkner by Frank & Nancy Faulkner
In Memory of JB Morgan by Sandy Morgan
In Memory of John Needy by Charles & Susy Gray
In Memory of Don & Ruth Dare by Don & Lynn Dare
In Memory of Harley & Beatrice Alligood by Don & Lynn Dare
In Memory of Joan Griffey by Ed & Becky Ripley
In Memory of Melynda Ripley by Ed & Becky Ripley
In Memory of Hollis McLain Sr. & Hollis McLain Jr. by Scott & Twila Womack
In Memory of Horace & Frances Womack by Scott & Twila Womack
In Memory of Cecil Kelly by Polly Kelly
In Memory of Erin Sewell by Carol Sewell
In Memory of Vernon & Edna Hueser by Mike Hueser
In Memory of Jack & Joyce Sterling by Rob & Nancy Sterling
In Memory of Benton Lane by Rob & Nancy Sterling
In Memory of John Needy by Karen Needy			

STEPHEN MINISTRY

Gail Clift (865) 922-9408

INTERCESSORY PRAYER

Tim Brown (865) 599-3429
Tom Harrington (865) 6879460

EMERGENCY ON CALL
Apr. 30 - May 2: Tom Ballard
(423) 585-7054
May 7-9: Kristen Burkhart
(865) 357-6354
May 14-16: Tom Ballard
(423) 585-7054
May 21-23: Kristen Burkhart
(865) 357-6354
May 28-30: Tom Ballard
(423) 585-7054
(Please call. Do not text.)

For more details
check out our website:
www.fountaincityumc.org

