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When you scan the biblical story you can’t 
help concluding that following God brings a 
life of  surprises. Whatever plans God’s people 
made and however they tried to figure out 
God’s plans, they were constantly greeted with 
surprises. They faced turns in the story that 
they never would have anticipated. 

Think about this: God surprised Abraham with 
a promise, Sarah with a child, and Moses with 
His presence as he knelt before that burning 
bush. God surprised Isaac with a wife and Jacob 
with a dream. He surprised Samuel with a 
voice and Elijah with a whisper. God surprised 
David with kingship, Solomon with wisdom, 
Hezekiah with life, and Isaiah with a vision. 

And one day God surprised the world with a resurrection from the Garden tomb.

We are living in a season of  surprise at Fountain City UMC. There is an air of  uncertainty…what will 
the future hold? Emotions are mixed. But let us never forget that in the midst of  our uncertainty and 
questions…God is in control. The God who has blessed us so richly in the past is the God who sustains 
and equips us in the present and the God who knows and guides us into the future. And as He did with the 
faithful of  yesterday, God invites us to trust Him and to open our hearts and minds to the new possibilities. 
After all, God always holds in store more than anything we can ask or even imagine.

A LOOK AHEAD
MORE DETAILS AVAILABLE AT

WWW.FOUNTAINCITYUMC.ORG

UPCOMING MAY DATES
THURSDAY, MAY 3
5:00 pm - 7:o0 pm: UMW Spring Cleaning Sale Drop-Off (Gym)

FRIDAY, MAY 4
8:00 am - 3:00 pm : UMW Spring Cleaning Sale Drop-Off (Gym)

SATURDAY, MAY 5
8:30 am : UMW Spring Cleaning Sale (Gym)

SUNDAY, MAY 6
5:00 pm : Senior Banquet (Wesley Hall)
7:00 pm : Children’s Spring Musical (Sanctuary)

MONDAY, MAY 7
8:00 am : FCUMC Preschool Mother’s Day Tea (Wesley Hall)

TUESDAY, MAY 8
8:00 am : FCUMC Preschool Mother’s Day Tea (Wesley Hall)
10:00 am : UMW Ruth Circle (Room 135)
1:00 pm : UMW Sarah Circle (Room 135)

FRIDAY, MAY 11
11:30 am : Adults 50+ Luncheon (Wesley Hall)

SUNDAY, MAY 13
8:30 am : Pancake Breakfast (Old Fellowship Hall)

MONDAY, MAY 14
6:30 pm : Cub Scouts Blue & Gold Dinner (Wesley Hall)

THURSDAY, MAY 17
1:00 pm : Adults 50+ Coloring (Room 137)

SUNDAY, MAY 20
9:45 am : SafeSanctuary Training (Wesley Hall)
12:00 pm : BBQ Lunch benefiting KARM Dragon Boat team

THURSDAY, MAY 24
11:00 am : Adults 50+ Mixed Media Artz (Rooms 207 & 208)
6:00 pm : Dance for Joy Recital (Sanctuary)

SATURDAY, MAY 26
6:00 pm : Open Door Community Meal (Wesley Hall)

SUNDAY, MAY 27
Faith Promise Sunday

EMERGENCY
ON CALL

May 4-6 : Amy Aycock
(423) 276-1065

May 11-13 : John Gargis
(865) 310-4783 

May 18-20 : Randy Frye
(865) 228-5510 

May 25-27 : Amy Aycock
(423) 276-1065

PASTOR, 

CORNERED

A NOTE

FROM RANDY

STEPHEN
MINISTRY

Gail Clift
(865) 922-9408

INTERCESSORY 
PRAYER

Mary Bolton
(865) 688-6277

Tom Harrington
(865) 687-9460

SUNDAY
MAR. 25

SUNDAY
APR. 1

SUNDAY
APR. 8

SUNDAY
APR. 15

Sunday School 361 402 342 307

8:30 am Traditional Worship 248 416 159 185

11 am Traditional Worship 282 424 240 227

11 am The Journey 94 136 123 103

Celebrate Recovery 164 161 155 201

TOTAL WORSHIP SERVICES 788 1,137 677 716

OUR GIFTS

WEEKLY OFFERING

Mar. 19-25 $ 50,223.82
Mar. 26-Apr. 1 $ 35,187.74
Apr. 2-8  $ 51,335.39
Apr.9-15  $ 27,622.77

FAITH PROMISE FOCUS

Faith Promise Sunday will 
be May 27th. Please use the 
blue envelopes in the pew 
racks to make your Faith 
Promise commitment.

OUR SYMPATHIES

We extend our sympathy to Patrick Shipley and family in the death of  his mother,
Doreen Jane  Shipley, on March 22.

We extend our sympathy to George Price and Angie Wolfe and family in the death of  their 
sister and aunt, Mary Price Willis, on March 22.

We extend our sympathy to Daniel Redmon and family in the death
of  his grandmother, Dorothy Colston, on April 3.

We extend our sympathy to Gene Patton and family in the death of  his 
father, Harry Patton, on April 6.

We extend our sympathy to Kathy Westmoreland and family in the death of  her uncle, 
Leo Brown, on April 7.

We extend our sympathy to Rocky Castenir and family in the death of  his mother, Amelia 
“Amy” Castenir, on April 16.

PRAYERS, PRESENCE,

GIFTS, AND SERVICE

S P L I S H S P L A S H
FCUMC is once again 
putting together a team for 
the KARM Dragon Boat 
Festival, scheduled this year 
for Saturday, June 23! A 
total of  twenty-one people 
ages 12 and up are needed 
to fill and power the boat, 
and to date we have about 
15 people we anticipate 
participating.

If  you love water sports and appreciate the ministry KARM is doing in 
our inner city, then we invite you to join our team! Contact team captain 
David Smith at davidas.894@gmail.com or by calling (865) 599-2900 
if  you want to join or get more information. The Dragon Boat Festival 
is KARM’s top annual fund raiser, and quite frankly a really fun way to 
support this ministry! 

And mark your calendars for Sunday, May 20, for our BBQ luncheon 
fund raiser, led by our own master chef  extraordinaire Doug Shipman! 
Dine in or carry out a delicious BBQ plate and support the FCUMC 
Dragon Boat team! (Note: No dragons are harmed during this event.) 

CHILDREN’S MUSIC PROGRAM
It’s that time of  year again, when our Children’s Music Ensembles bless 

us with their Spring music program!

Mark your calendars for Sunday, May 6, at 
7:00pm in the Sanctuary. Please note the new 
day and time for this event!

Our children have been working hard all 
semester! Audience members will be treated 
to performances by our Genesis Bells group, as 
well as our Sprouts and Cross-Trainers choirs.

Then our night will end with our Off-Broadway 
Kids presenting, “Plane Ol’ Mission Trip.” An 

energetically charged children’s group is headed on a mission trip to 
Paris (Paris, TX, that is!) when their plane gets delayed, leaving them 
stranded at the airport. After several hours waiting together, they learn 
a lot about each other, and they realize this trip is not about their final 
destination. The mission field is all around them; all they have to do is 
open their eyes!

We will see you there!



IN MEMORY & IN HONOR

GENERAL FUND
In Honor of  Tom & Charlotte Schumpert, R.B. & Susan
Schumpert, Conrad & Wanda Majors, Troy & June Lawson, 
Amy Dendrinos, and Jayne & Bob Millhouse by Fred & Billie 
Graves
In Memory of  David Burkey’s brother by John & Anna Mays

FOUNTAIN CITY MINISTRY CENTER 
In Memory of  Ruby & Reba Colson by Tom Harrington
In Memory of  L.B. McClary by Christian Fellowship Sun-
day School class

FAITH PROMISE
In Memory of  Dick Whittaker by Mary Ellen Whittaker

CHOIR FUND
In Honor of  RC Wilson’s baptism by Marie Pearlman

BELL CHOIR FUND
In Honor of  Louise & Bob Spahr by Billie & Fred Graves
In Honor of  Betty Wildman by Rebecca Wynn

MAY USHERS

8:30AM TRADITIONAL
Bruce & Jeane Luttrell - Head Ushers
Liz Brown
David Smith

11:00AM TRADITIONAL
Claude Johnson - Head Usher
John Mays - Head Usher
Anna Mays
Jeff & Carol Rudolph
Carol Johnson
Tom Hueser

THE JOURNEY
Richard & Sonja Bock
Paul & Angie Makres
Rich Brown
Ryan Dykeman
Eli Smith
Doug Kose
Dee Dee Seals
Kim Bloomfield
Stephanie Belew
Samantha Hurst
Mark & Karmen Sharpe
Chris & JoAnn James

Our extended church family continues to grow! We invite you to rejoice
in the following blessings with us! 

Join us in celebrating the birth of  Emmanuelle “Emma” Claire.
Grandparents are Dan Cocke & MaryCatherine Landry.
Congratulations! 

Join us in celebrating the birth of  Greyson Wyatt  to Justin & MeaKayla 
Stooksbury. Great-grandmother is Carolyn Rogers. Congratulations!

If  you would like to include a celebration in a future edition of  
The Spirit, please email jessie.buttram@fountaincityumc.org. 
Photos are always more than welcome!

OUR PRESENCE
CELEBRATING WITH
OUR FCUMC FAMILY

NEWS, NOTES, AND

THE NOTEWORTHY

ADULTS 50+ UPDATE
This month’s Adults 50+ Luncheon will be Friday, May 
11, at 11:30am in Wesley Hall. Cost for lunch is $6.00. 
Our special guest speaker will be Amy Schumpert, the 
assistant principal at Inskip Elementary! Amy helps 
coordinate the Adults 50+ service projects for Inskip. 
During the month of  May, we will continue collecting
monetary donations for Inskip’s Safety Patrol trip.  Thank 
you for your generous donations so far! Watch for the
“Inskip Bucket” going around!

The Acrylic Pouring Class is 
back by popular demand! Join 
us on Thursday, May 24, at 
11:00pm in Room 207. The cost 
for this class is $10 and includes 
instruction and materials. Bring 
a brown bag lunch and clothes 
you won’t mind getting messy! 

Make sure to reserve your spot 
by May 22 so we can be sure to 
have plenty of  supplies handy!

To save your spot for any Adults 50+ Ministry events, 
please contact Jeanie Tillman at jeanie.tillman@foun-
taincityumc.org or call the church office at (865) 689-
5175.

SENIOR BANQUET
High school seniors, you are invited to join us for a 
special banquet celebrating your senior year, as well as 
anticipating together your bright futures!

Please plan on joining us on Sunday, May 6, at 5:00pm 
in Wesley Hall. We look forward to celebrating with you! 
For more information, please contact Daniel Doubleday 
at daniel.doubleday@fountaincityumc.org or call the 
church office at (865) 689-5175.

ABOUT THE COVER PHOTO: Blossoming cherry trees 
are one of  the prettiest signs of  late Spring, early Summer! 

If  you’d like to see one (or two or five!) of  your photos 
grace the cover of  future The Spirit newsletters, please 
email jessie.buttram@fountaincityumc.org.

F O U N TA I N K I D S
Our kids have been studying teamwork and 
patience on Sunday mornings. Why were 
the Israelites so impatient with Moses? Why 
did Aaron give in to their demands? And on 
the other hand, there was the prayer and
patience of  Hannah who wanted a child. 

What better way to have our children
experience vision, teamwork, patience, and 
hope with each other than throwing them 
in a room with thousands of  dominoes, 
legos, craft sticks, and instructions to work
together to cast a vision and bring that 
vision to life? 

So many dominoes!

F o u n t a i n K i d s 
listening to Miss 
Donna during The 
Gathering.

Want to be a part of  ministry with this eager, 
growing group of  kiddos actively seeking 
God’s truth? Well, we have the perfect
opportunities to get involved! We still need 
volunteers for our Vacation Bible School 
week on June 18-21 and our Missionpalooza 
mission week for our 4th and 5th graders on 
June 25-28.  If  you are interested in helping 
out either (or both!) weeks, or in any other 
capacity, please contact Miss Donna at
donna.lewis@fountaincityumc.org.

Fountain City UMC would like to recognize the hard work and 
academic achievements of  our extended church family! Join us in 
celebrating with these graduates!

High School Graduates          Post Secondary Education
      Kaleigh Baldwin   Lauren Bock
      Sam Benson   Susannah Clabough
      Tyler Bloomfield   Craig Fowler
      Amanda Bock   Trevor Freeman
      Matthew Cox   Houston Hensley
      Charles Dupree   Maria Hurst
      Hayley Edwards   Eric Knoefel
      Brooke Flatford   Cooper Pursley
      Todd Graves   Dalton Searcy
      Leila Hennon   Jordan Smith
      Nick Knoefel   Kate Smith
      Sarah Catherine Smiddy  Eric Wise
      Ciara Smith
      Kendall Taylor
      Anna-Katherine Vance

EMMA

GREYSON

Congratulations, Graduates!



MISSIONS CELEBRATION RECAP

Many of  you were present at our 2018 Missions 
Celebration weekend this past April, whether 
during our delicious lasagna kick-off meal Friday 
night, our Rise Against Hunger meal packing day 
on Saturday, or our guest speakers during all three 
worship services and in each Sunday school class 
(or you were there all weekend long)! 

The keynote speaker during our Friday night 
meal was Dr. Jim Salley with Africa University. He 
shared some of  the most amazing stories of  their 
students receiving a quality education and pouring 
their time and talents back into their countries to 
better the futures of  Africa. It was inspiring to say 
the least, as Dr. Salley again invited us to partner 
with Africa University financially and watch as 
God grows and heals that corner of  our world! 

During Rise Against Hunger, over 200 volunteers 
packaged 40,176 meals in just under four hours! 
It was a beautiful Saturday morning to spend
indoors, but our volunteers showed up, scooped 
soy, boxed, bagged, and tagged thousands of  
meals for our hungry brothers and sisters. To date, 

Fountain City UMC has packaged and shipped 
over 180,000 meals worldwide! That number is 
staggering to think of, how many lives one simple 
Saturday a year can touch!

And on Sunday, we had representatives from
several different Faith Promise partners speak 
with us during our worship services and in
Sunday School classes. We hope you were able 
to hear some of  these folks share their stories! 
The overall theme for the entire morning was the
strong sense of  gratitude and partnership from 
these missionaries working every day as the 
hands and feet of  Jesus in some of  the most 
marginalized communities around. Thank you 
for being generous with your gifts to further the 
message of  hope and healing, from Fountain 
City to the city limits of  Knoxville to the
southeast to continents across the globe!

We have kicked off a new year of  Faith Promise 
commitments as we continue to financially
support these ministries. If  you have not yet made 
your Faith Promise commitment and would 
like to, commitment cards are available in the 
worship areas and in the front office. 

As always, your generosity continues to move 
mountains, showing up where God is already
tirelessly at work to bring our world back to 
wholeness. Thank you!

WAIT FOR THE LORD
BY MOLLY SHIPMAN

Carlton Searcy and I are 3rd generation Fountain City United 
Methodists. We have both grown up going to Litton’s, feeding 
the ducks at Fountain City Lake, and attending Central sport-
ing events. While we can’t be sure where exactly we met, we 
believe it was in the FCUMC nursery on a Sunday morning 
when our eyes met across our high chairs or perhaps as we 
were pushed in the stroller down the halls of  the preschool. 
After years of  acquaintanceship we finally became friends 
during an 8th grade field trip. But it was through the youth 
group at FCUMC that our friendship flourished. Despite 
years of  friendly outings,  we were simply that: great friends 
who loved each others’ company, but didn’t LOVE each other 
(not that he didn’t try numerous times throughout the years).

It was both the biggest shock of  my life and the most nat-
ural feeling in the world when I finally ended up with the 
boy from youth group who wore two different shoes on each 
foot throughout middle school. That boy was nothing like 
the man I thought I would marry because he was far better 
than anything I had ever dared to pray for. He was patience, 
kindness, humility, strength, and selflessness, the love de-
scribed in 1 Corinthians 13, one I never thought a sinner like 
me would ever deserve. He was a love that took me back to 
the church where we met and told me this was the place he 
would marry me one day.  And he was a love that got down 

on one knee on March 31st, 2018, in front of  those familiar 
sanctuary doors, and asked me to be his wife at the place we 
want to make the cornerstone of  our lives.

Countless people ask me, “Why didn’t you date him sooner?” 
and, while sometimes I kick myself  for not realizing this love 
sooner, the answer is: the Lord had a plan and it was perfect. 
It’s no accident Carlton and I grew up a stone’s throw away 
from each other or attended the same preschool or that his 
great aunt and my grandmother were best friends. Christ 
perfectly designed how, when, and why we decided to enter 
into a commitment. He waited until we were ready and He 
created experiences that always led us back to one another. 
I don’t pretend that our story is perfect or simple or
consistently good, but I can assure you that Christ knows 
the deepest desires of  our hearts and doesn’t hold back from
giving them to His children once they fully give themselves to 
Him. Trust in the Lord. Wait for the Lord. And don’t settle for
anything less than what you prayed for because God loves to 
fulfill the desires of  your heart when you allow Him to see 
them.

CR CORNER: FIFTEEN YEARS LATER
BY JOHN GARGIS, ASSOCIATE PASTOR OF EVANGELISM

Recently, I attended the 15th anniversary of  the recovery program
at Cokesbury. Being there took me back to that night fifteen years before. Back then, we really did not 
have a clue what we were doing. And yet, that time remains to be some of  the most special ministry 
moments in my life. 

I see now, years later, how the recovery ministry has totally changed Cokesbury Church. Three 
years ago when we made the decision to move Celebrate Recovery North to our church building, 
we discussed how that ministry would change our church in a positive way. And through the 
changes and challenges, our church family has experienced God-ordained growth. I hope all of
you would concur. I was new in recovery but mature enough to know the 12th Step was all about 
service. I desperately wanted to give back to others what I had just been given. This still motivates 
me today.

What has been given to you (insert your answer here)? With God’s grace, there will be 
new people showing up in our church and in our Sunday school classes desperate to hear 
your answer. I thank God every day that we are “that kind of  church”. Just last week, we
had 201 people here on Tuesday night who were blessed that we are “that kind of  church”.  

Please keep praying that “God will help us find one more!” God bless you!

THE WORLD IS OUR

P A R I S H


