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Our Father-Daughter dance was a special night! I remember, some 12 years 
ago, taking my daughter Grace for the first time. I could see the same story 
playing out across the faces of so many other fathers in our gym on February 
5. Not only did this event provide a great opportunity for dads and daughters 
to share a special time of fun and fellowship, it was also a remarkable window 
into the fantastic diversity of the reach of our ministry. It was great to see all 
these dads dressed up to varying degrees and watch them melt when their 
children hugged them as they danced. Sure, there were plenty of silly moments 
to be had by all, and enough cookies to feed everyone who came in. But 
there was just something heart-warming about seeing the dads begin to get 
comfortable dancing with their daughters. Clearly we need to make more time 
to set aside our “busy schedules” and just dance.

If you are looking for other ways to creatively engage your child or youth, we want to help. We feel that 
we do a great job in helping youth and children grow in faith AND help their parents/guardians make better 
connections with their kids. 

If you have a church home, we celebrate that with you! If you are “in-between” or looking for a place to land, 
give us a try and come be part of a winning team that helps families make a generational impact on their 
relationships and faith.

Right There With You In Dad Life,
Pastor Don

Blessing Box Story

We have some “regular” users 
of our blessing box. They are 
homeless and live near the church. 
Recently, this group of four men 
came into contact with a church 
member who talked with them, 
and then invited them to a church 
ministry. That week, they showed 
up! Remember, the blessing 
box is just one tool to help bless 
others. Don’t be afraid to follow 
up with, “Come sit with me!”

Good News on Continued 
Christmas Blessings

Just so you know, we recently asked for the data 
that lets us know the reach of our Christmas Music 
Program. Here is the quick view, given to us from 
the broadcast professionals. If you combine the 
programs on the different channels, and estimated 
the number of people who saw the concert, you 
can comfortably say we had 52,500 viewers (about 
15,000 households). To understand the impact of 
the resources spent on this outreach, it cost us about 
$0.095 per viewer. Plus, you had the bonus runs 
which do not have as many viewers, but folks still 
watched and are not in this count. For perspective, 
the broadcast on WBIR beat The CBS Morning 
News. Wow!

WORSHIP SCHEDULE FOR SUNDAYS 
IN MARCH

8:30 AM: Traditional in the Sanctuary 
9:45 AM: The Journey in the Gym

9:45 AM: Sunday School 
11:00 AM: Traditional in the Sanctuary

11:00 AM: Fountain Kids Bible Experience in Room 212
11:00 AM: Thrive Small Groups in 136 & 137

CHURCH
OFFICE HOURS

MONDAY-FRIDAY
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM



OUR GIFTS:  
WEEKLY OFFERING
Jan 24-30            $25,023.23
Jan 31-Feb 6       $31,696.32
Feb 7-13              $48,970.74

             

 

 
  

FAITH PROMISE
Faith Promise Sunday will 

be March 27. Please 
mail your check to the 
church office or go to 

www.fountaincityumc.org 
and click on “GIVE” to 
make your commitment.

PRAYERS, PRESENCE, GIFTS,  

SERVICE, and Witness

FATHER DAUGHTER DANCE
A great big thank you to all those who donated and baked cookies, volunteered at the dance, and our 
amazing church staff for their support as FCUMC pulled off another amazing experience for families 

with our 19th annual Father Daughter Dance on February 5, 2022.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Tim Brown (865) 599-3429

Tom Harrington (865) 687-9460 
prayer@fountaincityumc.org

STEPHEN MINISTRY
Gail Clift  (865) 922-9408

Stephen Ministers are congregation members trained 
by their Stephen leaders to offer care to people who 
are hurting. They provide high-quality, one-to-one, 
Christ-centered care to people in our congregation 
and the community experiencing life difficulties.



As we enter into the 2022 Lenten Season 
beginning on March 2, Ash Wednesday, we 
encourage you to take a look at the two Lenten 
studies available and ask you to join your church 
family as we observe and commemorate the 
passion, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Jim 
Dougherty will host Lenten Journey With Paul on 
Wednesday nights at 6:30 PM in Wesley Hall. In 
addition, the Society of St. Andrew’s Lenten Study 
entitled The Cup of Salvation will be available to 
those who prefer to conduct their Lenten study at 
home.

Lenten Journey With Paul

Lent is a time of spiritual preparation for Good 
Friday and Easter Sunday. Each Wednesday 
evening during Lent, we will use the writings of Paul 
to explore the meaning of the death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. 

Join Jim Dougherty 
from 6:30 - 7:30 PM in 
Wesley Hall, as he leads 
this Lenten Study. Paul 
was a champion of 
spreading the Gospel 
message through his
letters to grow the 
Christian Church.

The Cup of Salvation 
The Society of St. Andrew 

Lenten Study

We invite your family to read 
and give in support of the 
Society of St. Andrew’s 
feeding ministries, reflecting 
Jesus’ own concern for the 
least, the last, and the lost. 
Recognize the abundance of 

opportunities in your own life to drink from and 
share The Cup of Salvation with others.

As we step into Lent, may we remember 
how quickly things changed for Jesus after his 
entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday-where he 
would be arrested, crucified, and then resurrected on 
Easter Day! What a mix of emotions the followers 
of Jesus must have experienced. What uncertainty!

The writers of this year’s devotionals share 
firsthand experiences where they were offered The 
Cup of Salvation in their own lives or were able 
to grow alongside their neighbors as they received 
blessings.

In the devotional booklet, you will find daily 
meditations, prayers and personal stories of growth 
that illustrate how God speaks to people through a 
variety of life experiences. These devotionals are 
written by people of deep and abiding faith: pastors, 
missionaries, and laypersons from many Christian 
traditions. You can download the booklet and sign 
up for daily devotion emails at https://endhunger.
org/lent/#email. Booklets will also be availble in 
the church office.

2022 lenten studies

COFFEE AND FELLOWSHIP 
ON SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THE 

WELCOME CENTER

You are invited to join your church family each Sunday for coffee and fellowship before 
or after worship! Stop by the Welcome Center from 8:15 AM-11:15 AM and let us bless you! 

See you Sunday!



Pastor On Call After Hours & Weekends
Text or Call 865-888-0192

When there is a hospitalization, a death in the family, or any other time you may need urgent pastoral care 
when the church office is closed,we encourage you to text or call 865-888-0192 to reach the pastor on call.

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS

INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY
If Knox County Schools are closed for weather related concerns, all activities and meetings will be cancelled. 
Cancellations of all worship services and weekend activities resulting from inclement weather will be made at the 
church’s discretion. Notifications and updates will be posted on social media, Realm, email, and on WATE-TV by 
7:00 AM. In addition, please use caution as our parking lots and sidewalks will not be cleared in time for morning 
activities if we have snow or ice overnight. In the unlikely event that we must cancel worship, please join us for 
worship online on our Facebook pages or on our YouTube channel.

OUR PRESENCE
CELEBRATING WITH OUR CHURCH FAMILY

Our Church Family continues to grow! 
We certainly have a lot to celebrate as a 

congregation. Please join us in celebrating 
the following blessing with us.

Marnie Mei Grant, daughter of Megan & Ryan 
Grant, was born on February 8, 2022. Proud 

grandparents are Lyling & Bob Spoone.

CONFIRMATION
As our students journey through Confirmation 
together, we ask that you join us in praying for them 
as they begin this brief yet incredibly powerful 
journey. Keep in your prayers not only the uplifting of 
their spirit and faith, but also the uplifting of their witness 
in hopes that their growth will lead to a genuine 
desire and yearning to do good for the fringes of 
our society. As the book of James and the spiritual 
witness of John Wesley remind us, “faith without works is 
dead” (James 2:14-26, NRSV). Confirmation classes run 
through April 10, 2022.

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Our Youth Group meets on Wednesday nights in 
Old Fellowship Hall. All students meet for pizza and 
games at 6:00 PM and worship as a group at 6:30 
PM. Then, middle school students and high school 
students split to receive their messages and participate 
in small groups. We are studying two series based on the 
themes of forgiveness and grace. The high school series 
is entitled “Bittersweet,” while the middle school series is 
called “Moving On.” Invite a friend and join us!

CHILDCARE WORKERS NEEDED FOR FOUNTAIN LITTLES

Fountain City UMC’s Fountain Littles Ministry is looking for childcare workers 
18 years or older. We offer competitive pay for 8-10 hours/week (Tuesday/

Wednesday evenings and weekends). Must love working with children and have 
reliable transportation. Please contact Jenny Cook at jenny.cook@fountaincityumc.org 

if you are interested in applying. 



For more details check out our website:

WWW.FOUNTAINCITYUMC.ORG

Don’t forget to sign up for our weekly E-Spirit by 
 completing the Stay Informed box on the 

FCUMC website homepage!

EPIC SENIOR MINISTRY EVENT • MARCH 3, 2022
You do NOT want to miss the upcoming EPIC (formerly senior fellowship) program on 
March 3 at 1:00 PM. Our guest will be Sonja DuBois. Born in Rotterdam on October 
19, 1940, Sonja became a Holocaust child survivor in July 1942 when her parents were 
deported to Auschwitz. She was raised by a Dutch foster family, first in Schiedam, 
then in the United States, without fully being told about her biological family and true 
identity. Her lifelong search for understanding has led her to be a powerful witness 
and public speaker about the Shoah (Jewish term for the Holocaust). Sonja now lives 

in Knoxville. There will be a Q&A session after her presentation, followed by light refreshments. There is no 
charge for this event. Sign up by calling the church office at 865-689-5175 or on Realm.

SAVE THE DATE
RISE AGAINST HUNGER

APRIL 23, 2022

We will once again package meals for Rise Against 
Hunger during our Faith Promise For Missions 
weekend! 

They may look like simple bags of rice and 
soy, but Rise Against Hunger meals represent 
the hopes and dreams of people worldwide. 
Rise Against Hunger’s mission to send millions of 
meals around the globe each year is accomplished 
only with our help!

Rise Against Hunger is one of our Faith Promise 
Partners and WE NEED YOUR HELP! More 
details and the registration link are coming soon 
in our weekly E-Spirit and April’s The Spirit 
Newsletter. 

Thank you for your support of the 
missions of FCUMC!

FAITH PROMISE FOR MISSIONS
PLEDGE CAMPAIGN

MARCH 1-APRIL 24, 2022 

It’s that time of year again! We begin our Faith Promise 
For Missions pledge campaign this month in support of 
our Faith Promise Partners. Through our Faith Promise 
pledges, we embrace and support the life changing 
ministries of our Faith Promise partners around the world. 
We give to partners who spread their love of Christ to those 
they serve globally, nationally and locally. 

Faith Promise Sunday is the fourth Sunday of each month. 
Your Faith Promise Commitment runs April 2022-March 
2023. Thank you for your continued support of our Faith 
Promise partners! More details are forthcoming in our 
weekly E-Spirit and during worship on Sundays.

2022 Easter Memorials & Honorariums Donations 
Donations to Rise Against Hunger in honor or in memory 
of a friend or loved one is an Easter tradition at 
FCUMC. If you would like to make a donation, you 
can find the commitment card on our website and 
in church pews. Completed forms and the $10 per 
memorial/honorarium may be placed in the offering plate 
or delivered to the church office no later than noon on 
Monday, April 11. 



FOUNTAIN KIDs                  FOUNTAIN LITTLES
Fountain Kids March, 2022. Life App: Cooperation

Cooperation is a spiritual concept that originates with 
God. God created us to work together in a community. 
Throughout the Bible, we see how God brought people 
together to accomplish something big for Him. When we 
work together, we reflect what Jesus envisioned for His 
followers. Our love for one another can point people to Him.

WEEK 1: We kick off the month looking at how God’s 
people cooperated to build the sacred tent or tabernacle. We 
read throughout Exodus 28, 31, 35, and 39 how God chose 
people to work together. God could have had Moses build 
this on his own, but instead, God called expert artists and 
builders along with all kinds of people to work together to 
create this incredibly intentional place of worship.

WEEK 2: We look at Exodus 17:8-13, at a time where 
Joshua is leading the Israelites in a fierce battle against the 
Amalekites. When Moses held up his staff, the Israelites 
were winning the battle. When Moses got tired, Aaron and 
Hur came to the rescue and helped hold up his arms. The 
Israelites won the battle because of how they all cooperated.

WEEK 3: We head to a story found in Luke 5:17- 26. 
We discover a paralyzed man who just happened to 
have some excellent friends. When they heard that 
Jesus was in town, they tried everything to get their 
friend to Jesus. When they arrived, the place was packed. 
Instead of giving up, the friends went to the roof and tore a
hole big enough to drop their friend down right in front of 
Jesus. Jesus did something unbelievable because of their 
faith and cooperation.

WEEK 4: We wrap up our study on cooperation in 
Acts 2:42-47. As people began putting their faith in 
Jesus, several needs arose. At the beginning of Acts, Luke 
offers some insight into how the early church shared what 
they had and worked together to help each other through 
the basic problems of life.

No Children’s Programming on March 2 as children 
will attend Ash Wednesday service with their parents or 
on March 16 due to spring break.

PHOTO FUN!
Join Fountain Kids on the second floor on Sunday, March 
27 before and after Fountain Kids Sunday school at 
9:45 AM and Fountain Kids Bible Experience at 11:00 AM 
for a fun photo booth opportunity. Come young, come old, 
come one and all!  

Love, Miss Donna

While Jesus was on earth, He lived a life that very clearly 
said, “Everyone can be friends with Me!” While not 
everyone took Him up on His invitation, those that did 
were changed forever in the best way. That is why we are 
teaching preschoolers that no matter what kind of shoes 
we wear, everyone can be friends with Jesus. We can be 
friends with Jesus no matter how young or old. We can be 
friends with Jesus wherever we live and whatever language 
we speak. We can be friends with Jesus no matter how 
much money and education we have. There are no special 
requirements to be friends with Jesus. It’s a come as you 
are kind of friendship that lasts forever. Everyone can put 
on their shoes and follow Jesus because everyone can be 
friends with 
Jesus.

WEEK 1 Story Focus: Jesus says, “Follow Me.” Jesus 
begins gathering those who would become His inner 
circle, His closest friends—the disciples. Jesus didn’t go 
to the religious leaders. He didn’t go to the kings. He went 
to…fishermen. I’m sure they were as shocked as anyone, 
which probably explains why they dropped their nets and 
followed so quickly. 

WEEK 2 Story Focus: Everyone can be friends with 
Jesus even if they have done something wrong. Jesus 
passes right by all of the expected friend choices 
and heads straight to Matthew, a friendless tax 
collector. Jesus walks right up to Matthew’s table and says, 
‘Follow me.’ Matthew was probably still holding money in 
his hand, but he left it all and followed Jesus. One by one, 
Jesus was showing the world that everyone can be friends 
with Him, even those who have made bad choices. 

WEEK 3 Story Focus:  We get a look at all twelve of Jesus’ 
disciples in week three. The ones He chose. Fishmen, tax 
collector, betrayer… Jesus knew them all—better than 
they knew themselves. He knew all of their mistakes-past, 
present and future, and He chose them. Jesus truly does 
love everyone, and He wants the world to know that 
everyone can be friends with Him. What better messengers 
to spread the Good News than this ragtag group of guys. 

WEEK 4 Story Focus: Jesus is a good friend to 
everyone. We will end the month talking about a time when 
Jesus fed 5,000 hungry people after they had been listening 
to Him teach all day. What kind of friend does that? A good 
friend, that’s what kind. And that’s what Jesus is. Jesus is a 
good friend…to everyone.

Love our Fountain Littles!
Ms. Jenny



 IN MEMORY & IN HONOR

GENERAL FUND
In Memory of James Engle by Delores Smith
In Memory of Nancy Biagi by Rick Harrington
In Honor of Mark Biagi by Rick Harrington
In Honor of Kim Meade by Mike Rogers
In Memory of Nancy Cloud by Mark & Karen Cloud

FAITH PROMISE FOR MISSIONS
In Memory of Jim Lacy by Tom Harrington

FOUNTAIN CITY MINISTRY CENTER
In Memory of James Engle by Tom Harrington
In Memory of Lois Saywer by Tom Harrington
In Memory of Thelma Crawley by Tom Harrington

MELTON MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP
In Memory of Nancy Cloud by Mark & Karen Cloud

  OUR SYMPATHIES

We extend our sympathy to Carol Synstelien in the death of her husband, Ordean Arvid Synstelien, 
on January 31, 2022.

We extend our sympathy to Heath Grubb in the death of his father, Rickey Grubb, on February 6, 
2022.

We extend our sympathy to Martha Koho in the death of her brother, John Schilling, on February 7, 
2022.

We extend our sympathy to Don Crawley in the death of his mother, Thelma Crawley, on February 
16, 2022.

Fountain City UMC
212 Hotel Road

Knoxville, TN 37918

Phone: 865-689-5175
Email: fcumc@fountaincityumc.org
Website: www.fountaincityumc.org

ABOUT THE COVER PHOTO:
Spruce Flat Falls in the Smoky Mountains is a rocky 

hiking area around a forested mountain creek, including 
a beautiful waterfall. Photo by Teresa Mabry.

If you would like to see one of your photos grace
 the cover of a future The Spirit, please email 

kathleen.bloom@fountaincityumc.org.

DIGITAL EDITION OF THE SPIRIT AVAILABLE
Would you like to opt out of receiving the print edition of The Spirit monthly newsletter and see it digitally instead? It 
is available online through our weekly E-Spirit as well as on our website at www.fountaincityumc.org. Please email us 
at spirit@fountaincityumc.org to update your preference. 


