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A LOOK AHEAD
MORE DETAILS AVAILABLE AT

WWW.FOUNTAINCITYUMC.ORG

UPCOMING MARCH DATES
SUNDAY, MARCH 3
3:00 pm : General Conference Debrief  (Powell UMC)

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6
6:45 pm : Ash Wednesday Service (Sanctuary)

FRIDAY, MARCH 8
11:30 am : Adults 50+ Luncheon (Wesley Hall)

TUESDAY, MARCH 12
10:45 am : UMW Unit Meeting (Wesley Hall)

MONDAY-FRIDAY, MARCH 18-22
Knox County Spring Break

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20
No Fellowship Meal due to Knox County Spring Break
No Fountain Kids or Youth Activities

THURSDAY, MARCH 21
1:00 pm : Adults 50+ Coloring (Room 137)

FRIDAY-SATURDAY, MARCH 22-23
All Day : Operation Backyard (Off-Site)

SATURDAY, MARCH 23
5:45 pm : Open Door Community Meal (Wesley Hall)

FRIDAY, MARCH 29
6:00 pm : Off-Broadway Kids Retreat (Choir Room) 
6:30 pm : Missions Celebration Dinner (Wesley Hall)
8:00 pm : Rise Against Hunger Set-Up (Gym)

SATURDAY, MARCH 30
10:00 am : Rise Against Hunger - Shift #1 (Gym)
12:00 pm : Rise Against Hunger - Shift #2 (Gym)

SUNDAY, MARCH 31
Missions Celebration Speakers (Churchwide)
5th Sunday Offering - Holston Home for Children 
(Churchwide)

EMERGENCY
ON CALL

Mar. 1-3 : Tom Ballard
(423) 585-7054

Mar. 8-10 : John Gargis
(865) 310-4783 

Mar. 15-17 : Tom Ballard
(423) 585-7054

Mar. 22-24 : John Gargis
(865) 310-4783

Mar. 29-31 : Tom Ballard
(423) 585-7054

STEPHEN
MINISTRY

Gail Clift

(865) 922-9408

INTERCESSORY 
PRAYER

Mary Bolton
(865) 687-6277

Tom Harrington
(865) 687-9460

SUNDAY
JAN. 13

SUNDAY
JAN. 20

SUNDAY
JAN. 27

SUNDAY
FEB. 3

SUNDAY
FEB. 10

SUNDAY
FEB. 17

Sunday School 378 317 423 350 320 303

8:30 am Traditional Worship 206 134 148 145 150 159

11 am Traditional Worship 255 224 282 205 228 230

11 am The Journey 155 139 174 188 157 136

Celebrate Recovery 182 186 167 N/A 201 161

TOTAL WORSHIP SERVICES 798 683 771 538 736 686

GENERAL CONFERENCE 124

OH, FREEDOM PLAY 120

OUR GIFTS

WEEKLY OFFERING

Jan. 21-27 $   18,649.28
Jan. 28-Feb. 3 $   40,042.30
Feb. 4-10 $  25,864.23
Feb. 11-17 $   21,231.37

FAITH PROMISE

Faith Promise Sunday will be 
March 24. Please use the blue 
envelopes in the pew racks to 
make your commitment.

OUR SYMPATHIES

We extend our sympathy to Naomi Prator and family in the death of  her sister, E. Mourine K.
Williams, on January 24. 

We extend our sympathy to Allen Abernathy and family in the death of  his mother, Martha 
Clariece Abernathy, on January 30.

We extend our sympathy to Sarah Ridenour and family in the death of  her brother, J. 
Wade Leach, on February 9.

We extend our sympathy to Debby Taylor and family in the death of  her brother, Jay Van
Deusen, on February 16.

We extend our sympathy to Jean Moore and family in the death of  her sister, Peggy Kellner, on 
February 18.

PRAYERS, PRESENCE,

GIFTS, AND SERVICE

COME SING WITH US!

BY LESLIE HILL

I am always a little surprised by a discussion that I often have. It 
usually starts with a member of  the congregation saying something 
like, “I loved the anthem today.” When I hear those words, I know 
that I have found someone who appreciates music and whose 
worship is made better by it. Of  course, I then extend an invitation 
for this congregant to sing with the choir.  
    
    Oh, I can’t sing.
    I can’t read music.
    You wouldn’t want ME in your choir.
    I could never do what they do.

I would like to say that our choir is made up of  people who love 
to sing. Period. Some read music better than others. Some enjoy 
singing alone. Some would never, ever sing a solo, but they love 
creating something beautiful with others. These people practice 
hard, but the practicing is a joy. They are faithful to be at church 
on Wednesday nights and Sunday mornings all year round, 
but they love serving in such a fulfilling way. You see, being in 
the choir is so much more than what you see in a three-minute
anthem on Sunday mornings. It is meeting together, starting a 
piece of  music from scratch, and working on it until it is something 
worth offering to God as our best. Along the way, these rehearsals 
foster a sense of  family that can be found only in a choir. There is 
just something about singing together that makes choir members 
love each other. Ask any chorister. They’ll tell you it’s true.

The Chancel Choir is an open group, accepting new members any 
time of  year. You don’t have to audition, sign any documents, or pass 
any tests. All that is asked is that folks can carry a tune and be willing 
to do their part to make the group as good as it can be. God likes us 
to give our best, and I am honored to lead a choir whose best is so 
very good.  

In February, I went to Winter Conference for continuing education at 
Epworth by the Sea. Jonna & I missed the first snowfall of  the year in 
Knoxville (you can be envious right now!).

The speaker was Dr. Tod Bolsinger, vice president and chief  of  leadership 
formation at Fuller Theological Seminary. He is the author of  Canoeing 
the Mountains: Christian Leadership in Uncharted Territory. Using 
the backdrop of  the expedition of  Meriwether Lewis and William 
Clark, Bolsinger suggests that the Church today is quite similar to the 
adventures of  Lewis and Clark. In search of  the Northwest Passage to 
the Pacific Ocean, they paddled up the Mississippi River to the Missouri 
River and thought that they had discovered the water route to the Pacific. 
A small barrier was between them and the Pacific, however. It’s called the 

Rocky Mountains. Their assumptions were incorrect. They bought horses from the Shoshone tribe of  Native Americans. They 
had to give up their canoes and permit a nursing Shoshone mother, Sacagawea, to guide them by horseback forward. They 
were in uncharted territory.

Bolsinger contends that the Lewis and Clark expedition is an appropriate metaphor for the Church. It is as if  we are in uncharted 
territory—off the map, so to speak. We’ve not been here before, but then again, have we not? Not unlike the organic Church 
described in the book of  Acts, anxiety and fear are part of  the landscape upon which we travel. Regarding uncharted territory, 
Bolsinger says, “The world in front of  (us) is nothing like the world behind (us).” As much as we want to bring the Church back 
onto the map of  our own familiarity, the reality is that we are in unfamiliar territory. What that means is that we can’t control 
the Church (as if  we ever could) and that we simply have to lean more upon the guidance of  the Holy Spirit to guide us forward. 
It’s pretty exciting if  we will embrace it. But it can be a source of  frustration. We will certainly need to adapt. The rest of  the 
world is watching. As a disciple of  Jesus, how will you and I navigate the territory when our “canoes” can no longer carry us?

May Christ’s peace be with you.

PASTOR,

CORNERED

A NOTE

FROM TOM

Giving to Fountain City UMC is as easy as 1-2-3!
Go to the App Store or Google Play and search for “GivePlus Church” app to 
download for FREE!



IN MEMORY & IN HONOR

GENERAL FUND
In Memory of  Anna Mays by Edna Young & Glenna 
Casteel, Larry & Patty Stovall, Nancy Hale Harrison, 
John & Karen Needy, Canasta Club, Thea Yoder, Kim & 
John Meade, Watauga Chapter Reserve Officer Associa-
tion, Jane Finley
In Memory of  Bob Bryan by Mark & Rita Brannan, Troy 
& June Lawson, RSI EnTech, LLC, Ethel Carden, John & 
Karen Needy, Nancy Ridenour
In Memory of  Bill Weimer by Hydrolic Irrigation Design 
Consulting & Engineering, Court Administration 18th 
Circuit, John & Karen Needy, Shirley Baker, Sally Snyder
In Memory of  Helen Temple by Janie & Bill Dempster, 
Sylvia & Charles Williams, Ethel Carden, Lawrence & 
Cindy Lyle, John & Karen Needy, Betsy & Chris Castle-
berry, John & Kim Meade
In Memory of  Zeno Brown by John & Kim Meade, Mi-
chael & Susan Edwards
In Honor of  LeRoy Hatcher by Hap & Paula Minhinnett
In Honor of  Tom Harrington by Hap & Paula Minhinnett
In Honor of  UMW Sarah Circle by Hap & Paula Minhin-
nett
In Honor of  Emily Jones by Hap & Paula Minhinnett

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
In Memory of  William Weimer by Ruth & Ralph Latham
In Honor of  Bill & Martha Routh by John W. Routh
In Honor of  Bonnie Bates by John W. Routh

MUSIC MINISTRIES
In Honor of  Leslie Hill & the Chancel Choir by Betsy & 
Chris Castleberry

FOUNTAIN CITY MINISTRY CENTER
In Memory of  Bob Bryan by Christian Fellowship SS 
Class, Delores Smith
In Memory of  Anna Mays by Delores Smith
In Memory of  Helen Temple by Delores Smith
In Memory of  Tom Hodge by Tom Harrington
In Memory of  Marvin Holtzclaw by Tom Harrington
In Memory of  Charlie Wildman by Tom Harrington

MISSIONS
In Memory of  Mourine Williams by Tom Harrington

SCHOLARSHIPS
In Memory of  Helen Temple by Christian Fellowship SS 
Class

YOUTH MINISTRY
In Honor of  Tom Harrington by Warren Prator

WELCOME NEW STAFF MEMBER!
KATHLEEN BLOOM, DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS

Kathleen Bloom is excited to be the new Communications Director
for FCUMC! She grew up in Fountain City and loves being back in the 
community. Kathleen attended the University of  Tennessee where 
she received a Bachelor of  Science degree in Communications. After
working in sales and marketing for over 15 years, she stayed home 
with her kids while they were young. Kathleen currently lives in
Farragut with her husband, Doug and their two children, Aidan and 
Audrey. She enjoys swimming and hiking, and is an avid reader.
She is also a huge Tennessee Vols fan. Kathleen is looking forward 
to meeting everyone and being part of  the FCUMC family.

Some of  you may already recognize her as a teacher for some of  the 
Social Media 4 Seniors classes offered at FCUMC! We are excited to 
welcome her to our staff and look forward to how her expertise and 
experience will grow our communications ministry and help FCUMC 
connect better within our church body and with our community as a 
whole. Please be sure to introduce yourself  to Kathleen when you see 
her around FCUMC! Kathleen replaces Jessie Buttram and can be 
reached at kathleen.bloom@fountaincityumc.org.

OUR PRESENCE
CELEBRATING WITH
OUR FCUMC FAMILY

NEWS, NOTES, AND

THE NOTEWORTHY

ADULTS 50+ UPDATE
Our Adults 50+ ministry’s monthly luncheon will be on
Friday, March 8, at 11:30am in Wesley Hall. This month’s 
guest speaker is R. Larry Smith. The topic he’ll be
discussing will be the history of  UT Men’s Basketball! We’ll 
have fun, food, and fellowship! Please RSVP by March 5. 

And want to join our Adults 50+ ministry in making a
difference? During the Luncheon, we will collect snacks for 
the Inskip Elementary  food pantry! Many of  their students 
come to school without eating breakfast, and teachers like 
to be able to offer healthy snacks to help these students stay
focused! We will be collecting individually wrapped snacks 
such as granola bars (no nuts!), beef  jerky, fruit bars, and
crackers. There will be a collection box outside Wesley Hall 
for these items.

Mark your calendar for May 6-8 for Jubilation 2019! This is a 
retreat in Pigeon Forge designed for Adults 50+ sponsored 
by the Holston Conference. Check out our website for 
more information and online registration!

For more information about our Adults 50+ ministry, con-
tact Jeanie Tillman at jeanie.tillman@fountaincityumc.
org or call the church office at (865) 689-5175. 

FOUNTAIN KIDS UPDATE
Back by popular demand! Our Fall Sisters in the Spirit Art 
Night was such a huge hit, we are holding a Spring event! 
Mark your calendar for Sunday, April 7, from 4:00pm 
to 6:00pm. We will have new Spring designs by our very 
own Beth Petersen of  Mary Jack Designs! Registration is 
available on our website.

Cost will be $15.00 per participant and covers all supplies 
needed to make your own Spring design! This fundraiser 
benefits our growing Fountain Kids ministry, so thank you 
for your generosity! 

For more information about our Fountain Kids ministry, 
please contact Miss Donna at donna.lewis@fountainci-
tyumc.org. See you there!

ABOUT THE COVER PHOTO:
The sunshine and Spring flowers sure feel like wishful
thinking given all the rain we’ve gotten lately!
 
If  you’d like to see one (or two or five!) of  your photos grace the 
cover of  future The Spirit newsletters, please email kathleen.
bloom@fountaincityumc.org.

MARCH USHERS
8:30 TRADITIONAL
Barry Clabough - Head Usher
Louanne Clabough - Head Usher
Larry Smith
Sharon Smith

11:00 TRADITIONAL
Gene Patton - Head Usher
Robert Smiddy - Head Usher
Mary Brabson
Conrad Majors
Wanda Majors
Sue McKenzie
Jay Wormsley
Harry McLeod

We love it when folks participate
in any of  our three services! If  you
are interested in ushering or serving
as greeters for any of  our church
services, please call the church office 
at (865) 689-5175 and we will get you 
plugged in!

L  E  N  T
The season of  Lent is upon us, beginning with the Ash Wednesday
service on March 6. Join us at 6:45pm for a sermon and the
imposition of  ashes as we remember the dust from which we came. 
We hope you join us during the Lenten season as we draw closer to 
Jerusalem and the prophecied death of  Jesus Christ. 

Each Sunday during Lent will serve as a “mini” Easter, a brief  break 
from a somber season to look toward the promised resurrection. 
We invite you to our Traditional services at 8:30am and 11:00am in 
the Sanctuary and The Journey, our contemporary worship service 
at 11:00am in the Gym.

Our Palm Sunday service will fall on April 14. Our Holy Week
services will be Maundy Thursday on April 18, Good Friday on 
April 19, and finally, Easter on April 21. We hope you make plans to 
join us at these special services, and bring your friends and family!

And be sure to keep an eye on our social media pages during Lent 
as we travel the dusty road to Jerusalem together.



We are getting excited about our annual Missions
Celebration weekend coming up at the end of  this 
month! Mark your calendars for March 29-31 as we
celebrate the past year of  missions, anticipate our 
future commitments, and participate in our hands-on 
meal packing event for Rise Against Hunger!

FRIDAY, MARCH 29
KICK-OFF DINNER
 
Join us on Friday at 6:30pm in Wesley Hall for dinner to 
kick off the weekend. Doug Shipman and his team will 
be serving up his famous lasagna, with keynote speaker
Linda Stransky from Jubilee Project. Come enjoy a
delicious meal and learn more about this important
ministry serving Hancock County. 

We will also have a guest speaker from Rise Against 
Hunger, giving us the history of  this global ministry 
and the vision of  ending world hunger. We have 
partnered with Rise Against Hunger for several
years, and by the end of  this Missions weekend, we will 
have packaged 220,000 meals! 

After dinner, we are asking for volunteers to help
unload the Rise Against Hunger truck and set up the 
gym for our meal packing event.

SATURDAY, MARCH 30
RISE AGAINST HUNGER
 
Saturday is our annual Rise Against Hunger meal 
packing event! If  you’ve participated in the past, you 
know that rice goes last, but more importantly, how fun 
and family-friendly this event is!

We will have two 2-hour shifts on Saturday morning: 
10am and 12pm. We need all hands on deck to pack our 
goal of  40,000 meals. These meals will be sent to some 
of  the most impoverished, malnourished countries in 
the world. We can’t hit that goal without you! 

Our website now has the registration link where you
can sign up for one of  the shifts and, if  able, give a
financial donation to help off-set shipping costs.
We have jobs for even the smallest hands, so sign up 
the whole family! It’ll be the most fun you’ll have in a 
hairnet, guaranteed!

SUNDAY, MARCH 31
GUEST SPEAKERS
 
Speakers from several of  our Faith Promise partners
will be at our church to tell us more about their
respective ministries and the impact our support has 
on our community, state, and world. Linda Stran-
sky will be the keynote speaker for both Traditional
services, and Sharon Bowers with UTK Wesley
Foundation will be the keynote speaker for The
Journey service. 

During the Sunday school hour, we will have a “You Pick 
Two” option (like Panera!). Time slots for our speakers 
will be 9:45am-10:10am and 10:20am-10:45am. 

Speakers include: Helen Roberts-Evans, our
convenant relationship missionary in Liberia 
(via live video feed); Mike Sluder, the Director of
Connectional Ministries with Holston Conference; 
Sharon Bowers and UT students involved with Wesley
Foundation; representatives from Wesley House 
Community Center’s programs. 

Sunday school classes will have time to meet before or 
after the speakers’ timeslots. We encourage you to 
attend these guests’ presentations and learn more 
about getting involved!

During all three services, you will have the opportunity
to make your 2019-20 Faith Promise pledge.
Because of  your generosity, FCUMC has been able to
support dozens of  ministries over the years, above
and beyond our general Stewardship commitments.
Thank you for being a church body dedicated to God’s 
call for our lives, and, as John Wesley so eloquently put 
it, making the world our parish. 

For more information about Faith Promise and our 
Missions Celebration weekend, please call the church 
office at (865) 689-5175.  

OH, WHAT A NIGHT
16TH ANNUAL FATHER-DAUGHTER DANCE

Our Fountain Kids ministry team would like to send out a 
great, big THANK YOU to all of  the many hands that made 
our Sweet Sixteenth Father-Daughter Dance a success! 

We had hundreds of  dads, granddads, uncles, and other 
special father-figures and their sweet little ladies at FCUMC 
dancing the night away thanks to DJ Tara! Many of  our 
guests are not FCUMC members, so this was a special 
opportunity to open our doors to our community. We had 
gallons of  punch, twinkling lights, a giggle-inducing photo 
booth, arts and crafts, and all the cookies they could eat! 

We could never put on an event this special without all of  
the dedicated volunteers who transformed our church into 
a magical dance hall, baked and plated a seemingly endless 
array of  cookies, poured cup after cup of  punch, set up tables 
of  various crafts, and cleaned everything up after it all
happened! Thank you for your generosity and support in
hosting one of  our biggest events of  the year for our
community!

For more photos from the dance, be sure to check out our 
Facebook page, and tag your favorite father-daughter duo.

We are already looking forward to next year’s annual 
Father-Daughter Dance, so get those cookie-baking ovens 
and punch-pouring fingers ready!

JOHN’S CORNER
BY JOHN GARGIS, ASSOCIATE PASTOR

We have a term in the recovery community to describe a group of
people based on their behavior. The term is “terminally
unique”. This describes a person who feels his or her story or
situation is worse than all others. They feel their reality is so
bad, there is no way out. Emotionally, mentally, even physically,

they can get stuck here. In reality, their story has been written hundreds of  times.

By the time you read this article, the vote on human sexuality in the United Methodist Church will be cast.
Many may feel this season in the life of  our church is “terminally unique”. Much like the person
described above, we can get stuck here. In reality, this story has been written for hundreds of  years.  

If  you don’t believe me, check out 1 Corinthians. Here, Paul encourages the church of  Corinth, “Don’t get stuck 
here; refocus on the gifts God has given us.” Those words certainly apply to us today. Church, don’t get stuck
here. Refocus on God’s love for us.

Let me use another piece of  Scripture to encourage us even further. “And I also say to you that you are Peter, 
and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”  Matthew 16:18

C E L E B R A T I N G

M I S S I O N S


