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Carl Michalson was a brilliant young
theologian who died in a plane crash many
years ago. He once told about playing with
his young son one afternoon. They wrestled
playfully on their front lawn when Michalson
accidentally hit the young boy in the face with
his elbow. It was a sharp blow full to his son’s
A NOTE
face. The little boy was stunned by the impact
of the elbow. It hurt, and he was just about to
FROM RANDY
burst into tears. But then he looked into his
father’s eyes. Instead of anger and hostility, he
saw there his father’s sympathy and concern;
he saw there his father’s love and compassion.
Instead of exploding into tears, the little boy
suddenly burst into laughter. What he saw in
his father’s eyes made all the difference! The
sharp blow of God’s message to us is: Repentance. But, look into your Father’s eyes. What He offers you is
forgiveness and that makes all the difference. Repent and you will be forgiven.

UPCOMING MARCH DATES

Our forgiveness is the reason Jesus bore the nails. This week, as we share Communion together, we will
once again look into our heavenly Father’s eyes, once more see the reflection of His love for us, and once
more have the opportunity to experience the power of forgiveness and a new beginning for our lives.

FRIDAY, MARCH 23

PASTOR,
CORNERED

I hope you will be with us throughout our Lenten preaching series as we prepare ourselves for the
celebration of Easter’s glory and the joy of new life in Christ!
SUNDAY
JAN. 28

OUR GIFTS
WEEKLY OFFERING
Jan. 15-21
Jan. 22-28
Jan. 29-Feb.4
Feb. 5-11		
Feb. 12-18

$
$
$
$
$

29,882.65
15,975.37
30,549.77
26,790.97
22,477.56

FAITH PROMISE FOCUS
Faith Promise Sunday will
be March 25th. Please use
the blue envelopes in the
pew racks to make your
Faith Promise commitment.

SUNDAY
FEB. 4

SUNDAY
FEB. 11

SUNDAY
FEB.18

SATURDAY, MARCH 3

10:00 am : Cub Scout Pack 55 Pinewood Derby (Gym)

SUNDAY, MARCH 4

MORE DETAILS AVAILABLE AT

5:30 pm : Church Council (Wesley Hall)

WWW.FOUNTAINCITYUMC.ORG

FRIDAY, MARCH 9

11:30 am : Adults 50+ Luncheon (Wesley Hall)

TUESDAY, MARCH 13

10:00 am : UMW Ruth Circle (Room 135)
10:45 am : UMW Unit Meeting (Wesley Hall)
1:00 pm : UMW Sarah Circle (Wesley Hall)

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14

No Wed. Night Programming - Knox County Schools Spring Break

THURSDAY, MARCH 15

1:00 pm : Adults 50+ Coloring (Room 137)

Lent, that long and somber season of reflection and focus
on self and God, culminates at the end of this month with
Holy Week.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY, MARCH 16-17

9:00 am : Operation Backyard (Off-Site)
5:30 pm : Off Broadway Kids Retreat (Choir Room)
6:30 pm : Party With a Purpose (Relix Variety Theatre)
7:00 pm : Youth High School Night (Gym)

SATURDAY, MARCH 24

6:00 pm : Open Door Community Meal (Wesley Hall)

SUNDAY, MARCH 25

Faith Promise Sunday (Churchwide)
Palm Sunday (Churchwide)

Sunday School

313

286

295

334

8:30 am Traditional Worship

137

143

176

168

7:30 pm : Maundy Thursday Service (Sanctuary)

11 am Traditional Worship

266

200

279

278

11 am The Journey

82

122

90

102

FRIDAY, MARCH 30

Celebrate Recovery

194

154

188

142

TOTAL WORSHIP SERVICES

679

619

733

690

Dan Forrest Concert, Feb. 11

579

Ash Wednesday, Feb. 14

195

OUR SYMPATHIES
We extend our sympathy to Lili Holbert and family in the death of her brother,
Harold Wilson Harris, Jr., on January 20.
We extend our sympathy to Nancy Nolen and family in the death of her sister,
Cindy McConkey Cox, on January 25.

PRAYERS, PRESENCE,
GIFTS, AND SERVICE

We extend our sympathy to Bob Fretwell and family in the death of his
brother-in-law, William “Bill” Johnson, on February 8.
We extend our sympathy to Dave Hickman and family in the death of his
brother, Gayle Hickman, on February 15.

A LOOK AHEAD

THURSDAY, MARCH 29

7:30 pm : Tenebrae Service (Sanctuary)

SUNDAY, APRIL 1

Easter Sunday! He is Risen! (WORLDWIDE)

EMERGENCY
ON CALL
Mar. 2-4 : Amy Aycock
(423) 276-1965
Mar. 9-11 : Randy Frye
(865) 228-5510
Mar. 16-18 : John Gargis
(865) 310-4783
Mar. 23-25 : Amy Aycock
(423) 276-1965
Mar. 30-Apr. 1 : John Gargis
(865) 310-4783

STEPHEN
MINISTRY
Gail Clift
(865) 922-9408

INTERCESSORY
PRAYER
Mary Bolton
(865) 688-6277
Tom Harrington
(865) 687-8460

Holy Week marks the final week of Jesus’ life, beginning
with His triumphant entrance into the city of Jerusalem.
On March 25, all three worship services will celebrate
Palm Sunday. Our Fountain Kids will lead the procession
of palms at the beginning of the 8:30am Traditional service
and both The Journey contemporary worship service and
Traditional service at 11:00am. Parents of babies and
toddlers are encouraged to participate with your children.
Our Maundy Thursday service will be on March 29 at
7:30pm in the Sanctuary. This service remembers Jesus’
Last Supper with His disciples, the cusp of a promise
fulfilled perfectly and without revokation. It is one of the
final moments of Jesus’ earthly ministry, as He breaks
bread with His followers, washes their feet, and impresses
upon them the magnitude of Heaven for a hurting world.
Our Tenebrae service will be on Good Friday, March 30,
at 7:30pm in the Sanctuary. During this service, we will
remember and reflect on the gathering darkness, Jesus’
brutal, necessary death, a world without the Son of God.
But the darkness did not last. Death could not hold Him.
Join us on Easter Sunday, April 1, as we celebrate a risen
King! Traditional services will be at 8:30am and 11:00am
and The Journey contemporary worship service will be at
11:00am in the Gym. Rejoice with us in an empty tomb, a
borrowed grave, salvation!
For more information on any of our Holy Week services,
or our ministries in general, please call the church office at
(865) 689-5175.

IN MEMORY & IN HONOR
GENERAL FUND

In Honor of Pat Satterfield by Louise Nelson
In Memory of Virginia Tindell by Marion Miller
In Memory of Cindy Cox by Mary Emma Scott
In Honor of Stephen Ministers by Conrad and Wanda Majors
In Honor of Tom Schumpert by Conrad and Wanda Majors
In Memory of Harold Harris, Jr. by David and Johnnie Burkey
In Honor of our ministers by Conrad and Wanda Majors
In Memory of Bobby Gratz by Larry and Alta Huskey

SCHOLARSHIP FUND

In Memory of Val and Anne Hansen by Christian Fellowship
SS Class
In Memory of Peggy Mae Ensley Sheehan by Mark Biagi
In Memory of Edwin C. Carter by his family
In Memory of Carrie S. Carter by her family

CHOIR FUND

In Memory of Bobby Gratz by Tazwell Point HOA, Louise
Nelson, Jackie and Pat Robinette, Nancy and Charles Mayland, CAP Partners, LLC, J Randolph Humble Attorneys, Carol
and Keith Strevel, Ed and Sally Hedgepeth, Jolly Hedgepeth,
Bill and Martha Routh, Mark Biagi, Nancy DeCosta, Arlene
Garrison, Tom and Charlotte Schumpert, Bradley and Heather
White, Sheree and Phillip Beeler
In Memory of Peggy Mae Ensley Sheehan by John and Karen
Needy
In Memory of Joan Griffey by Jerry Griffey
In Memory of Becky Addington by Louise Nelson
In Honor of Pat Satterfield by Louise Nelson

NEWS, NOTES, AND
THE NOTEWORTHY
FAITH PROMISE

In Memory of Cindy Cox by Tom Harrington

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

In Memory of Val and Anne Hansen by Mary Emma Scott

FOUNTAIN CITY MINISTRY CENTER

In Memory of Val Hansen by Tom Harrington
In Memory of Bill Woods by Tom Harrington
In Memory of Peggy Sheehan by Tom Harrington
In Memory of Frank and Lotus Jennings by Tom Harrington

THE NET

In Memory of USAF Jim and Katye Nelson by Valeria Nelson

SOUND AND TAPE MINISTRY

In Memory of Virginia Tindell by Christie and Brent Wade

THE JOURNEY

In Honor of Mark and Dee Dee Seals by Brenda Gratz

THE KITCHEN FUND

In Honor of Doug Shipman and crew by Brenda Gratz

ADULTS 50+ UPDATE
This month’s Adults 50+ Lunch & Learn is a particularly
exciting one for us! Our special guest speaker will be
Jennifer Dancu, and the topic will be, “Tech Savvy Seniors.”
Join us on Friday, March 9, from 11:30am until 1:00pm
in Wesley Hall for this amazing and fun presentation!
What are some of the ways
technology can change
older adults’ lives for the
better? Jennifer Dancu,
owner of Social Media 4
Seniors, will present all the
latest devices, apps, and
gadgets that will aid all of us
in positive aging and senior
wellness, as well as keep us
connected to those we love.
Be sure to invite your friends and family to this
entertaining and informative lunch! Please RSVP no
later than March 6 by emailing Jeanie Tillman
at jeanie.tillman@fountaincityumc.org or calling the
church office at (865) 689-5175.
Our monthly Adults 50+ Coloring Fun will be Thursday,
March 15, from 1:00pm to 3:00pm in Room 137. Susan
Schumpert will host this month’s session. Never been?
Come join the fun! No need to call ahead or RSVP - just
show up! You can bring your own supplies or use the
supplies we have on hand. Susan will help get you
plugged in! This is always a time of fun and fellowship
for our Adults 50+ members. We hope to see you there!
For more information on our vibrant Adults 50+
ministry, call the church office at (865) 689-5175 or
email Jeanie at jeanie.tillman@fountaincityumc.org.

ABOUT THE COVER PHOTO: The photo on the cover

of this month’s The Spirit was taken in Bernkastel-Keus,
a German village on the banks of the Mosul River
world-famous for its vineyards. The wildflowers
growing along the river remind us of the promise of
Spring after a long Winter, how dead things eventually
come back to life. (Insert spiritual metaphor here!)
If you’d like to see one (or two or five!) of your photos
grace the cover of future The Spirit newsletters, please
email jessie.buttram@fountaincityumc.org.

OUR PRESENCE
CELEBRATING WITH
OUR FCUMC FAMILY

Our extended church family continues to grow! We invite you to rejoice
in the following blessings with us!
Join us in celebrating the birth of Rosalynde Lucia McMahon Peeples
to David Peeples & Jaimie McMahon. Rosalynde joins big sisters Sonja &
Darcy and is the granddaughter of Gary & Patty McMahon. Congratulations
on another sweet little lady!
Join us in celebrating the birth of William Nolen to Matt
& Melinda Nolen. William is the grandson of Eddie &
Nancy Nolen. Congratulations on your new little squish!

PHOEBE SCRIPA

Join us in celebrating the birth of
Phoebe Annmarie Scripa to
Michael and Beth Scripa. Phoebe
joins big brothers Gus & Max.
Congratulations!

MARCH USHERS
8:30 TRADITIONAL

Barry Clabough - Head Usher
Louanne Clabough - Head Usher
Larry & Sharon Smith

11:00 TRADITIONAL

Gene Patton - Head Usher
Robert Smiddy - Head Usher
Mary Brabson
Conrad & Wanda Majors
Sue McKenzie
Jay Wormsley
Harry McLeod

SHIPWRECKED!
WILLIAM NOLEN

Join us in celebrating the membership of Jan Chadwick.
Jan joined the church through Celebrate Recovery;
make sure to read her story in this edition of The Spirit.
You will be blessed by it! Welcome to our church family!
If you would like to include a celebration in a future edition of The
Spirit, please email jessie.buttram@fountaincityumc.org. Photos are
always more than welcome!

Summertime may seem like a long
way off, but it’ll be here before you
know it! Mark your calendars for
June 18-21 for VBS week! This year’s
theme is “Shipwrecked: Rescued by
Jesus.” Registration will open April 1.
For more information, contact Donna
Lewis at donna.lewis@fountaincityumc.org or call the church office at
(865) 689-5175.

PARTY WITH A PURPOSE
Mark your calendars for Friday, March 23! This is going
to be a meaningful night of praise and worship and fun
featuring the Celebrate Recovery North band and friends!
This is all happening at the Relix Variety Theatre beginning
at 6:30pm, and will be a fundraising event for our CR North
ministry at Fountain City UMC. Donations will be taken
at the door, or you can drop your gift in the offering plate
on Sundays with “CR Fundraiser” in the memo line.
For more information on this exciting event, please contact
John Gargis at john.gargis@fountaincityumc.org or
call the church office at (865) 689-5175. Thank you for
supporting this life-changing ministry!

GOD'S WORD PUT TO SONG
BY KIM MEADE
My grandparents lived just up the street from my
family when I was growing up. I’ll never forget the
many nights we drove by their house and saw my
Papaw’s silhouette in their big picture window as he
sat for hours at the piano writing and arranging sacred
music. Papaw has been gone almost twenty-five years
now, but the music he left behind is a treasure still.

MARCH MISSIONS

MADNESS
MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Our super cool youth group will be participating in
Operation Backyard again this year, on Friday and
Saturday, March 16 and 17. As in previous years, our
students (and adults!) give up a couple of days of their
Spring Break to help build a wheelchair ramp or two
for someone in need in our community.

Operation Backyard is always a hands-on, hard work
mission project, and each time they participate
Spring seems to be a busy time for many of us, and our youth pour themselves into our community!
Fountain City UMC is not the exception, particularly If you and/or (and!) a youth you know would like
for missions work!
to participate, please contact Daniel Doubleday at
daniel.doubleday@fountaincityumc.org.
During Lent, our Fountain Kids will be collecting
canned goods for the Fountain City Ministry Center. The kids can’t have all the fun! Our Adults 50+ Ministry
Please check out our website for the list of specific will be collecting snacks for Inskip Elementary School
items needed to fill their pantry! Our goal this on March 9! There will be collection boxes in Wesley
year is 3,500 items by March 25. Each Sunday, our Hall between 11:30am and 1:00pm. You can also drop
kiddos will “journey to the tomb,” to deliver off donations at the church office before then.
collected canned goods, reflecting on the journey
Jesus took toward the cross. It’s a meaningful moment Many students at Inskip come to school late and
for our youngest members, while participating hungry, often skipping or missing breakfast. Teachers
in real, lasting work in our community.
like to be able to offer their students a snack to help
keep them full, focused, and ready to learn! Any nutHelp us fill the tomb!
free snack that is individually wrapped and easy to
Collection boxes are located
eat is much needed for these hungry students. Some
throughout the church. If you
suggestions are Slim Jims, granola bars (with extra
prefer we do the shopping,
protein for brain power!), cheese crackers, etc. For
please make checks payable
more information, please contact Jeanie Tillman at
to FCUMC with “Children’s
jeanie.tillman@fountaincityumc.org.
Ministry/Kids Can” in the
memo line. Thank you for
And who can forget about our Missions Celebration
your dedication to feeding the
weekend coming up April 13-15? The registration link
hungry through this mission
for our Rise Against Hunger meal packing event on
project going on fifteen
April 14 is now live. You can sign up for either (or both!)
years! For more info on this
volunteer shift, as well as donate to help cover shipping
Lenten mission, please contact
and supplies cost. Check out our website for more
Miss Donna at donna.lewis@fountaincityumc.org. information on this exciting weekend of missions!

play. In Dan’s own words, “Beauty and goodness still
shine through in this world marred by sin, and they
point us toward the way things ought to be.” It was
obvious from our time together that God is using Dan’s
humble heart and his talents in ways that will leave
a lasting legacy of faith, and isn’t that a worthy
goal for us all?

As our choir spent the weekend with guest composer
and pianist, Dan Forrest, I was reminded once again
of the beauty of God’s word put to song. The choice
of words, often from scripture itself, and the perfect
blend of melody have the power to reach deep into
another’s soul. This combination preaches a most
heartfelt sermon that lingers in the listener’s
mind long after the final notes disappear.
It was a special blessing for our chancel choir along
with friends from Central Baptist Fountain City and
St. Paul UMC to perform Dan Forrest’s work and to
spend a weekend learning from him and hearing him

CR CORNER: PERSONAL TESTIMONY
BY JOHN GARGIS, ASSOCIATE PASTOR OF EVANGELISM

When people come to our church or Celebrate Recovery, I always ask, “How
did you find us?” Often, the story alone is a blessing. I asked this question this week and was not only blessed but
also enlightened by the answer:
“I was walking in the park. I was in a difficult season in my life. I longed to get back in church but as I looked
across the street, I worried if I would fit in. How do they dress? I was intimidated. My next thought was, ‘by
cracky, I am going to go!’ And I did! The people were so inviting and kind. I felt at home right away. I have such
a blessed feeling now that I have joined.”
So, why is this story in the Celebrate Recovery “corner”? Because the saint in the story has a name and a
wonderful testimony to share. Her name is Jan Chadwick and her testimony is that she enjoys 15 years sobriety!
Jan has been helping in the kitchen on Tuesday and Wednesday. Her presence has been a wonderful addition to
both the folks in the kitchen and the folks in the line.
Jan decided she wanted to join the church at Celebrate Recovery. This was a first for us but we are sure it will not
be a last.

When someone has the courage to share their story, many will follow.
That is what happened to me. The next time you see Jan, give her a big hug and tell her how much her story has
blessed and enlightened you. God bless!

