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The Air We Share
We have watched each other’s children grow from infants to adults, but the two of us
worship in different spaces most of the time.

One of us is usually in the Sanctuary, where the organ is warming up, the hymnals

are open, and the order of worship is printed. The other is usually in the Gym, where Beyond The Blcentennlol
the Journey band is running sound check or the Celebrate Recovery community is AFirm Foundation J, For The Future
preparing to read the twelve steps and scriptural comparisons in worship together. ) j
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Two holy places. Four worship services. Four communities of believers. Yet we Established 1825

breathe the same air—the same Holy Spirit.

We are writing this together because we have been asked to co-chair a campaign that depends on remembering something
easy to forget when we enter the building and turn left or right—we are one church with one Holy Spirit.

Beyond the Bicentennial is the campaign to replace aging heating and cooling systems throughout our building. The
systems that cool the Sanctuary and Children’s wing and heat other portions of our building in cooler seasons are
reaching the end of their working lives. Some have already required emergency repair. Our goal is $877,000 to fully
accomplish the rehabilitation and replacement work across the whole building, fund a three-year maintenance agreement,
and replenish reserves that were depleted to pay for emergency repairs.

This is not a glamorous campaign to create new spaces. Few of us may enjoy a tour of the new air handlers, roof,
or basement equipment spaces. But here is what we have come to see clearly: it is an opportunity to celebrate our
interconnectedness. The air that moves through our building does not stop at the Sanctuary door, nor does it stop at the
Gym door. It enlivens each of us in our collective spaces, moving through our people engaged in worship, ministry, and
fellowship. It is part of our essence as an interconnected church—our one church.

As we embrace this opportunity, we are glad that we are not starting from zero. An initiating group of donors has already
responded with generosity that has surprised and encouraged both of us. We are stepping into this public phase of the
campaign with real momentum. This shapes how we are coming to you now: not with a worried ask, but with an honest
invitation.

If you worship in the Sanctuary, in the Gym, or on YouTube from across the country - this is your campaign. If you have
given to this congregation for decades or only since this spring — this is your campaign. If you are part of the choir,
the band, the Recovery community, a parent, a grandparent, a mentor of children, or an office volunteer — this is your
campaign.

This is our campaign. The people who built this building were thinking of us. Now we get to think of those who come
next.

Commitment Sunday is June 28. We hope you will be there.

Barry Clabough and Brennan Smith
Co-Chairs, Beyond The Bicentennial Campaign

Pastors Sunday Schedule
Rev. Don Hanshew, Senior Pastor

Rev. Rachel Collins, Pastor of Discipleship

* 8:30 a.m. Traditional Service (Sanctuary)
* 9:45 a.m. Sunday Morning Discipleship
* 11 a.m. Journey Contemporary Service (Gym)

Email: pastor.don@fountaincityumc.org « 11 a.m. Traditional Service (Sanctuary)

pastor.rachel@fountaincityumc.org

Pastor On Call Childcare & children’s ministry are provided from
Text or call 865-689-7894 8:30 a.m. through the conclusion of 11 a.m. worship.
(After hours & weekends)




PRAYERS, PRESENCE, GIFTS,
SERVICE, AND WITNESS

Thank you for your
contributions to the
Ministies of Fountain City
UMC. Give Now.

OUR GIFTS:

WEEKLY OFFERING
Apr 20-26 $13,997.64
Apr 27-May 3 $22,533.36
May 4-10  $33,420.57
May 11-17  $29,667.00

Men of Faith it

What It Looks Like to Be a
Man of God in a Modern World

Sunday, June 14 < 9:45 AM « Wesley Hall

Facilitated by Rev. Don Hanshew

What does faithful manhood look like today? Join us for
a Scripture-centered study on strength, humility, courage,
and grace. Together we'll explore biblical examples, table
conversation, and the way Jesus used power to lift others up.:
Men, women, seekers, and long-time Christians are
welcome in Wesley Hall this Sunday morning.

FOUNTAIN CITY UMC SUMMER 2026

WELGOME GENTER

SUMMER SET-UP! =

. THE WELCOME CENTER IS REVAMPING FOR THE SUMMER!
FROM MAY 24 - JULY 26, THE WELCOME CENTER WILL

HAVE SELF-SERVE SNACKS AND JUICE!

INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING AT THE WELCOME CENTER? SCAN
THIS QR CODE AND EMAIL CONNECTIONS@FOUNTAINCITYUMC.ORG !

June 2026 Calendar of Events
June 5: Friday Fun Night | 6-9 p.m. | OFH
June 6: Cemetery Cleanup Day | 8:30 a.m.

June 10: Fountain Kids Wacky Wednesdays
Sportsmania

June 12: Friday Fun Night | 6-9 p.m. | OFH
June 14: Second Sunday Study | 9:45 a.m. | WH

June 17: Fountain Kids Wacky Wednesdays
Cooking Class, Picnic, Skyzone

June 18: Lunch Bunch | 11:30 a.m. | Aspire Park’s
The Pearl

June 19: Friday Fun Night | 6-9 p.m. | OFH

June 24: Fountain Kids Wacky Wednesdays
Sportalooza

June 26: Friday Fun Night | 6-9 p.m. | OFH

June 27-July 2: Youth Mission Trip to WV

. FRIDAY FUN NIGHT
KARAOKE AND GAMES

There is an exciting event happening every Friday night
this summer called Friday Fun Night! We will have
games and karaoke in Old Fellowship Hall. Bring any
games you would like to play, and snacks/drinks to share.
Please Note: There will be no childcare. Everyone is
invited! Bring a friend!

Could Mahjong Be a New Side Door
for Connecting With Our Community?
I have a confession: I have never played Mahjong. That
said, I keep hearing how much people enjoy it, not just
because it is a fun and engaging game, but because
of the community it creates around the table. And of
course that got my wheels to spinning! Could Mahjong
become “side door” for connection to our community?

Could this be another simple and welcoming way to
help people connect, build friendships, and find their
way into a deeper community of faith?

Before we put anything on the calendar, we need a
small group of committed people who would be willing
to help us launch it as a pilot. Ideally, this would include
a few folks who already know how to play, are willing
to help beginners, and can help us think through the best
day, time, and structure.

This does not need to be complicated. It just needs a few
people with enough energy to help it get structured and
started well.

Interested in helping launch a Mahjong group at the
church? Reach out to me, Pastor Don, at 865.689.5175
or pastor.don@fountaincityumc.org. I would love to
hear from you!




Every campaign needs a true story at its center. Ours
is not about ductwork. It is about faithfulness across
generations, and what it means to receive something good
and pass it on.

BEYOND THE

BICENTENNIAL

Someone built this place before we arrived. They gave
what they had, planted what they could not see grow,
and trusted that the people who came after them would
carry it forward. For 201 years, generation after
generation has done exactly that. This building has held
grief and celebration, baptisms and memorials, children
who are now grandparents, and people who walked back
through the doors after years away and found they were
still welcome.

Now it’s our turn.

Our HVAC systems are aging, while some have already
required emergency repairs. The children’s wing, the
Sanctuary, the Gym where we gather on Sunday morning,
the offices where ministry is organized every week: all of
it needs attention. Not because we love our building more
than our mission, but because the mission happens here.

We are not asking anyone to fund a renovation. We are
asking this congregation to do what this congregation
has always done: take care of what was given to us, and
hand something even better to the people who come after.
Every pew. Every service. Every generation. Together.

The Children’s Wing: Common Ground for All of Us
The children’s ministry area belongs to no single service.
We all share it. Children are not the future of this church
— they are the present. When we invest in that space

together, we are investing in each other and declaring
that the youngest among us deserve the same care as the
rest.

Our HVAC connects every corner of ministry in this
building. It is working when a family gathers in the
Sanctuary for a funeral. It’s working when Traditional
services fill the Sanctuary, or the Contemporary service
or CR fills the Gym. It is working when children run
through the halls on a Wednesday night, when our youth
gather for discipleship, when our recreation ministries
fill the Gym throughout the week. It is working when a
memorial service becomes the moment someone who has
been away decides to come back and stay.

This is an evangelism issue.

A Dbuilding that meets or exceeds expectations
communicates that we are ready for the people God sends
us. A building that struggles sends a different message.
We want every guest, every grieving family, every child,
every first-time visitor to walk in and feel: this place is
ready for me.

Volunteer Opportunities

Volunteers are at the heart of what we do at Fountain
City UMC. It unites us in service for others, and in
turn, brings us closer in fellowship to those who serve
alongside us. Please consider becoming a volunteer in
one of the areas below.

Welcome Center

A welcome worth returning to. Greets guests and
members, helps people find their way, and creates a
warm first impression at the entry points of both services.
Contact is Britney Barthol.

Facilities Team

A church worth entering. Handles the physical care of
the building and grounds: setup and takedown for events,
mowing, cleaning, and the day-to-day tasks that keep the
space ready for ministry. Contact is Prudence Spencer.

Grow Group

A church worth entering. Tends to the plants and
flowers inside and outside the building, keeping our
spaces beautiful and welcoming through every season.
Contact is Nancy Nolen.

Shepherd Team

A welcome worth returning to. Creates a welcoming,
safe and Christ-centered environment by guiding guests,
responding to needs during services, and supporting the
overall flow of worship for everyone present. Contact is
Seth Charles.

Commitment Sunday is June 28, 2026
We are asking this congregation to take
care of what was given to us, and hand
something better to the people who come
after. Please visit our website with this QR
to learn more, to make a commitment, to
give online, or to become a volunteer.

You can also give by check in the offering basket,
drop off in the church office, or mail to 212 Hotel Rd,
Knoxville, TN, 37918 with “HVAC Campaign” on the
memo line. For gifts of stocks or assets, please contact
FCUMC’s Financial Secretary.

We want to continue making disciples and chaning lives
for generations to come.



ADULT MINISTRY

What are you doing on the third Thursday of the month for lunch? Come | % *i
join the fun with the Lunch Bunch! In May, we went to Litton’s and had a

blast! Hope you can make it on June 18! We are heading to Aspire Park’s
“The Pearl”.

Young at Heart

YOUNG ADULTS MINISTRY

Better Ways to Read the Bible by Zach Lambert

It is not too late to join this group of people in their twenties and early thirties as they
explore the Bible and consider how faith moves into action through a variety of books.

The group meets Sunday evenings from 6 to 8 pm in a variety of locations. Reach out to

Pastor Rachel at pastor.rachel@fountaincityumc.org for details on where to find them
this week.
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YOUTH MINISTRY

It’s Mission Trip Time!
" Youth Group *
' Mission Trip

The cost of the trip is $75 which covers food, transportation,

Come join the FCUMC Youth as they travel to Welch, WV to

. June 27-July 2, 2026
and lodging. If you have questions, please email Matt Randle at
matt.randle@fountaincityumc.org.

assist with building repairs and serving meals to the community.
Departure is on Saturday, June 27 and the return date is Thursday,
July 2. We will stay at a camp in Premier, WV.

PLEASE NOTE: When completing registration, if you are a Youth Volunteer, please select ““Youth Volunteer”

as your Registration Type.
. l."'.'. .
:;d. ._‘: 191 qd
Register >> :‘F.'l"ﬁ




FOUNTAIN KIDS

Our new Red Robins class kicked off during May. Such a blessing and success. This class
is using zero technology. Yes, tech free. Following the lesson, our amazing kids are
divided up and experience hands-on tools to rethink and apply the lesson. We will also be
implementing some classroom updates for the older kids this summer. As our numbers
increase, we are always looking for better ways to teach and lead our Fountain Kids.

The June 10 and June 17 summer camps are full. There are still eight spots
available for our June 24 Summer Day Camp | Sportalooza and Outing
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Camp Rainforest VBS | July 20-23 | 6—8:15 p.m.

Each night at VBS, we will have a snack supper at 6 p.m. Check in at 5:45 p.m. Find your
friends and register today! You do not want to miss the Bible stories, songs, science, and Bambini
Bubbles. If you will not be attending the couples night on Thursday evening, join us for a

Register

week on your calendar now!

spaghetti dinner finale with a Rainforest Volcano competition. Not your typical VBS!

Fun decorations will begin to appear mid-June. Let’s get excited and put that Eﬁ:ﬁ.

TR
Register >> E III:!

Parent Corner

Summer!

At last school is over for the year,
there is a sense of freedom and
relaxation that comes with a big
breath! The flip side of that is that
there is a sense of restlessness about
“what do I do now?” Many children and youth don’t do
well without the structure and schedule that the school
year provides.

What do children and youth need in the summer?
Structure, activity, rest, “me time”, and family time. In
reality what does this look like? My suggestions is daily
structure with a loose plan for the day/week. Daily plans
should include some time outside, some time moving and
exercising, some time alone for preferred activities, and
time for relaxing.

Summer can be pricey for parents with water parks,
food, camp, etc.; however, there are many affordable
activities in Knox County. The libraries have summer

reading programs with rewards, Knoxville Rec Centers
have a great program that is economical, I[jams Nature
Center has play places, hiking trails, canoe and kayak
launching sites. World’s Fair Park and Market Square
have splash pads and Concord Cove has a “beach” for
swimming and paddleboarding. Safety City is a fun
and educational experience where kids can ride bikes
and scooters in an educational setting. There is weekly
“Kid-A-Riffic” activity in parks across Knoxville - all
sorts of activities are inlcuded, and it is free. Google the
site 60 Knoxville Summer Activity Ideas. You can get a
free zoo pass if you have a library card! Many camps and
other activities are happening.

The church has fun days for the children, pre-school
has summer camp weeks, and youth have multiple fun
activities and a Mission Trip. Don’t be caught in the
Summer Scrolling mode! Get out a do some summer!

Gail Clift,
FCUMC Family Advocate




FCUMC PRESCHOOL

Preschool Graduation

Our tremendous Preschool Director, Alycia Truitt, and teachers once
again shared the blessing of Preschool graduation at FCUMC on May
15. What stayed with me was the song the graduating class sings each
year. The evening after our graduation celebration that song would not
leave my head.

I thought it was a song written by Yancy (children’s ministry music
composer and performer). I was surprised to learn that the first four
lines of this song came from the creative and active four-year-old
Russian boy in 1928. It caught on with his friends and then a poet
added another four lines and wrote the accompaniment! Here we are in 2026, and this song is being sung by children
everywhere. Never question a 4-year-old, but pay attention it may be gold!

“There will always be sunshine

There will always be blue skies

There will always be raindrops

And there will always be you™”
Thank you Lord for our children,

Miss Donna
SAVE THE DATE!
Operation Inasmuch Day of Service Community Outreach Team Update
Saturday, August 15, 2026 The Community Meal had ended for this year. Our last
meal was in April and over the months we served, we
Save The Date! utilized 100 volunteers and fed an average of twenty
guests each month! We had music provided every month
AUGUSE 15,2026 by the Fountain City Art Center musicians and their
o students. Guests were able to take away food, hygiene
o \ / items, and clothing items. Our guests included church
PERATION members, neighbors both housed and unhoused, and
Iﬂcﬁémyoﬁoﬂ invited guests from the Park and Lake.
A big THANK YOU! To all the groups, Sunday school
On Saturday, August 15, we will have a volunteer classes, and individuals who helped make our meals
day in our community called Operation Inasmuch a big success. The meal is on pause until fall but our
Day of Service. It’s one great day of ministry for our Community Outreach is Taking One More Meal to the
neighbors in need. Please make plans to participate in this road for the summer.
joint service with other community churches.
Watch for us around town helping feed our
Most projects will begin at 9 a.m. Multiple in-person vulnerable neighbors and for more information soon
outreach opportunities will be available to participate on how you can help!
in on August 15, and/or you can donate online to many

worthwhile agencies.
DIGITAL EDITION OF THE SPIRIT

Throughout the Bible, God shows His compassion for Would you like to opt out of receiving the print edition

the sick, the poor, the hungry, orphans, prisoners, and of The Spirit newsletter and view it digitally instead?

immigrants, in short, anyone in need. And He It is available in our weekly i itiday News Flash and

commands the church to follow His example. Let’s show on our website.

up for those in our community who need us the most!

Email spirit@fountaincityumc.org to update your
preference.

Details on how you can participate are coming soon!




OUR PRESENCE
Celebrating With Our Church Family

Please join us in celebrating
the following blessings!

Michael Cowan joined our church family on
April 12,2026 in the 11 a.m. Traditional Service.
Welcome!

Blake Thompson joined our church family on
April 12,2026 in the 11 a.m. Traditional Service.
Welcome!

The marriage of Kate Mashburn & Riley Patton,
on May 2, 2026.
Congratulations!

The birth of Avery Blake Scharlock on May 2,
2026. Parents are Marina & Clifford Scharlock.
Grandparents are John & Melissa Shipman.
Blessings!

Candi Root joined our church family on May 3,
2026 in The Journey Service.
Welcome!

Deanna Dean joined our church family on May 3,
2026 in The Journey Service.
Welcome!

Paige Hazelton joined our church family on May 3,
in The Journey Service.
Welcome!

The birth of Aaron Lane Sterling on May 3, 2026.
Parents are Brent & Lizzie Sterling. Grandparents
are Rob & Nancy Sterling.

Blessings!

We Offer Our Sympathy to

The family of Louanne Holland in her death
on May 3, 2026.

Trish Cannon in the death of her husband,

Hugh Cannon, on May 4, 2026.

Andrea McCarter in the death of her father,
William McCarter, on May 16, 2026.
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IN MEMORY & IN HONOR

General Ministry & Missions

In Memory of Mark Settle by Mr. & Mrs. Arthur V. Clancy Jr.
In Honor of Lori Stanley by Mike Rogers

In Memory of Louann Holland by Diana Vandecar, Glenncree
HOA, and Evelyn McWilliams

Campaign 320
In Memory of Tommy Schumpert by Tom & Emily Cloud

Celebrate Recovery
In Honor of Kate & Riley Patton by Shawn & Craig Mashburn

Benevolence Fund
In Memory of Hugh Cannon by Eddie & Nancy Nolen, Phil
Snapp, and FOCUS Sunday School Class

Fountain City Ministry Center
In Memory of Hugh Cannon by Tom & Emily Cloud

Youth Choir Alumni are invited to join the Chancel
Choir for the anthem on Sunday, June 7.

Come to the Choir Room at 10:30 a.m.
to prepare for worship!

Cemetery Pricing Update and Cleanup Day

Did you know Fountain City
United Methodist Church has
a cemetery? We do, and it
looks beautiful! Our cemetery
has served our church and
community for generations,
and our Cemetery Team
continues to care for this sacred space with long-term
stewardship in mind. Beginning August 1, cemetery plot
and service pricing will increase to sustainably support the
property’s future care for years to come.

Fountain Citi/ U
Cemetery

Current FCUMC members may request current pricing
through the end of July by calling the church office at 865-
689-5175 and asking to speak with the Financial Secretary.
Upcoming pricing information, and general information
about the cemetery is available using the QR code below.
Cleanup Day on Saturday, June 6, at 8:30 [u]
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All are invited to help with a Cemetery

while caring faithfully for the future of this ﬂfé
church and sacred property we steward. Ol




