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I love the people who call Fountain City United Methodist Church their home. We have an 
amazing history, passionate and gifted laity, and a drive to engage our community in missional 
and creative ways. In spite of COVID concerns, or whatever the next pandemic might be, I 
feel we have a strong and fruitful future on the horizon.
 
With the Holston Annual Conference being held in the first part of June (in person no less), 
there are some who are concerned about the future of the global connection of the United 
Methodist Church. True, a group did splinter off on May 1, 2022.  At his point, two United 
Methodist Churches in the Holston Conference, of the 830+ churches, are making the 
decision to leave the UMC and join this new denomination/group. To be clear, nothing in 
our doctrine, discipline, organizational documents, and social principles have changed. The 

only body that can make a change to our doctrine, discipline, organizational documents, and social principles is 
the global gathering called General Conference. For wise reasons regarding visa restrictions and vaccine access, 
General Conference has been postponed until 2024. That said, this action on May 1 was not a church split, but 
rather the untimely departure of a particular group. 
 
What I do know is that we have 197 years of history on this footprint of land here in Fountain City. This history has 
something to teach us in the present. We have lived through many cycles of political and social upheavals, not the 
least being a Civil War. In reading historical documents of our church, I came across a fascinating story that was 
also told to me years ago by the late Joyce Sterling. In short, after the Civil War northern sympathizers in Fountain 
City put a chain lock on the front door of our church that forbid people from worshiping. (Yes, our church was 
at one time pro-slavery.) The lock remained for almost two weeks before it was removed by the same people. To 
paraphrase, they came to the conclusion that for our country to heal and our community to prosper we had to learn 
how to get along despite our differences.
 
A modern case in point is our chancel choir. Have you noticed how it has grown in the last seven months? I have 
talked with other clergy colleagues and this is an anomaly. Most traditional choirs are shrinking. It should come as 
no surprise that the members of our beloved choir are not of the same mind on issues of politics, theology, or the 
best college football team. However, they have great leadership, a clear mission that they passionately support, and 
they make the choice to talk less about what could divide them and do more about what unites them. They make 
amazing music that enhances worship and transforms lives of the listener and singer alike. This group of amaz-
ing people is the Gospel in miniature. They spread good news and maintain meaningful relationships, in spite of 
differences. All things are worth discussion. Few things are worth division. Our united mission to connect people 
to God and their neighbor, while trusting that God will work out the other details, should eclipse all other decisions 
at our church. The choir does this beautifully every Sunday, and yet they do so much more.
 
Both of your pastors have been involved in a grassroots organization that is attempting to help folks hear through 
the misinformation and pressures to simplify and over-generalize issues at hand. This unofficial group is called 
Forward United. What is it? It is a group of folks who passionately feel that we are a better church when we move 
forward, united. On May 9, 2022, we met and through worship, presentations, panel discussions, and conversation 
around tables, we addressed  these major questions: why should we go forward united, can we go forward united, 
and how do we go forward united? Check out the Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/ForwardUnited-
Holston. Or read over the handouts and watch the full video at https://1stchurch.org/forward-united.
 
Regardless of complicated headwinds, I am very hopeful for our denomination! For one, tension like this seems to 
be the exact moments when God shows up in the most amazing ways. 
 
I feel so very blessed and thankful to be one of your pastors during this season. Our church has faced difficult things 
in the past and faithfully persisted. We will again. Let’s continue to focus on offering Christ in bold and graceful 
ways in all we do. 
 
Walking Beside You In All of This,
Pastor Don



OUR GIFTS:  
WEEKLY OFFERING
Apr 11-17            $22,610.00
Apr 18-24            $31,413.50
Apr 25-May 1     $17,577.00
May 2-8               $34,106.75

             
 

 
  FAITH PROMISE

Faith Promise Sunday is 
June 26. Please go to 

www.fountaincityumc.org 
and click on “GIVE” to 
make your commitment.

PRAYERS, PRESENCE, GIFTS,  

SERVICE, and Witness

Benefit Fundraiser for Wesley House

Each year FCUMC shows up and shows out for the 
Table Scapes Fundraiser for Wesley House. A huge thanks 
goes out to the many volunteers who prepared food for the 
event and helped decorate tables. What a fun way to make 
a different in our city! Well done team!

OPERATION INASMUCH
FEED UKRAINIAN REFUGEES

On June 11, 250,000 meals will be packaged 
and shipped to Poland to feed Ukranian refugees. 
A food packing event is a fun, practical, and 
compassionate way to be the hands and feet of 
Jesus. 

There are five different shifts, each lasting 2 hours. 
It will take 275 volunteers per shift to accomplish 
this task, so it is all hands-on deck. Ages five and 
up can get involved with this process making it a 
fun way to serve for the entire family. Register 
using the camera app on your smart phone to 
scan the QR code above. 

SAVE THE DATE!
Operation Inasmuch Day of Service

Saturday, August 20, 2022
Get out of your seats and into the streets! FCUMC 
along with Central Baptist Church of Fountain 
City and Smithwood Baptist Church will join 
Operation Inasmuch United Knoxville to reach out 
to our community and the city through a variety of 
projects in a day of service. Signup opportunities 
will be available online in July for all who wish 
to participate. We look forward to a great day of 
service together!

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY-FRIDAY
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM



To my fellow believers at Fountain City UMC,
Greetings! My name is Dale Giefing and I will be your 
new Director of Student ministries who leads both youth 
and young adults! I cannot share enough just how excited 
I am to be coming to Fountain City UMC! I just 
graduated from Candler School of Theology and could 
not have asked for a better first job! I wanted to let you 
know a little about me before I get there and begin meet-
ing you all.

To start with, I am originally from Rogersville but 
my family moved to Columbus, Georgia when I 
was young. You will be happy to know, though, 
that I never stopped proudly wearing my Orange! 
Go Vols! After high school I served as a regular 
helper and assistant with the youth group at my 
home church for almost 10 years. I had to leave it 
behind to go pursue my degree in Church Leadership 
from LaGrange College which is a United Methodist 
college. While there, I served as a youth pastor at a 
local church and also spent time as the intern to the 
chaplain. 

From there I moved to my current appointment where I 
serve three small, rural churches as a student pastorate 
while I attended seminary. I am already a Certified 
Candidate for Ordained Ministry and am working 
towards becoming ordained as an Elder and will  
continue that process while with you. And now I get to 
come serve alongside Don and Chase as I continue this 
journey in ministry.

My goal is to bring with me the many years of experience 
I have in various ministries, as well as the wonderful 
education I have received to join a team dedicated to 
making “disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world.” Some of my passions include teaching and 
mentoring and I am already confident that working with 
you all will provide me a lot of opportunities to express 
that. I also know that there will still be plenty for me to 
learn from the youth and young adults and I look forward 
to what this journey will do for all of us!

Finally, some fun facts so 
you can already have a 
little idea of who I am. 
Coming with me to 
Knoxville will be my 
sweetkitten Leia. She 
is almost a year old and 
I have had her since 
August of 2021. I am also 
a huge fan of Star Wars. 
I even dressed up as a 
Jedi for Halloween in the 
pulpit last year! 

I love cooking and gardening 
and, as mentioned above, am 
a Volunteer, especially in football season! 

I hope this has captured just a little of who I am. 
Most especially I hope it captures how excited I am
to join you all. I fully believe God has wonderful plans 
for us all!

Grace and Peace,
Dale

Meet our new Director 

of Student Ministries

YOUTH MISSION TRIP • JUNE 26 - JULY 3

Our high school students and youth volunteers are embarking on an exciting mission trip this summer where they will 
work with underserved populations in and around Savannah, GA. I want to thank Maddie Crickenberger and all of our 
youth volunteers for their hard work in organizing this trip. 
 
FCUMC has an incredible history of being in mission to Knox County and the world through the hard work of 
our youth and our youth volunteers. It is a blessing to serve a church that is so well connected to the needs of its 
communities and other Christian communities globally. As our students prepare to leave on this trip at the end of this 
month, I ask that all of us be in prayer for our students and student ministry volunteers as they prepare their hearts, minds, 
and souls to reflect the light of Christ Jesus on the people of South Georgia. 
 
This trip will be the students’ first opportunity to bond with our new Director of Student Ministries, Dale Giefing. We 
are so excited to welcome Dale to this community and look forward to the ways he will inspire growth in our youth and 
young adult ministries. 

As always, I want to thank you for all the work you have done as a congregation to raise our students in the ways of love, 
justice, peace, and reconciliation so that they may grow their faith in Jesus the Christ.  - Pastor Chase



VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL • JUNE 20-23, 2022 • 6:00-8:30 PM

Join us as go we off-road for a monumental adventure through 
the colorful canyons and sunbaked trails of the southwest. By 
exploring God’s awesomeness, kids will form a rock solid faith 
for the road ahead. 

VBS will held in the evenings on June 20-23 with
 family night on Thursday, June 23. Don’t let your kids 

miss the fun! Register using this QR Code or on our 
website. Deadline to register online is June 10.

VBS PRE-CHECK-IN
Miss Donna and Ms. Jenny will be in Wesley Hall on June 16 and June 17 from 1:00-4:00 PM with children’s 
VBS packets. The packet includes daily information for parents, a gift for kiddos and our VBS music.

Pre-check-in involves parents signing the master registration list. You will receive a color card for 
each child that indicates the group the child will be in each day of VBS.  You will show your card when 
you drop off your child in front of the church at 212 Hotel Road, and a leader will take your child from 
the car and escort them to their assigned group. If you choose not to participate in the pre-check-in 
process, you must park your car and walk your child to their group to be checked in each night with their 
leader. YES, pre-check-in is the way to go.  Last year we had 95% of our registrants complete pre-check-in.  It 
does work. You are welcome to come into the church at pick up time to get your child from their group, 
OR you can drive down Hotel Road towards Broadway, show your color card and your child will be placed 
in your car. Just like elementary schools!

CAMP MONUMENTAL FAMILY NIGHT
THURSDAY NIGHT • JUNE 23 • 6:00-8:30 PM
Family Night is not a children’s event. Family Night is not a VBS event. Family Night is a FULL CHURCH 
EVENT. Fountain City United Methodist Church is family. We are tremendously blessed at this time 
with new members of all ages and new families. Let’s all come out and celebrate the multi-generational 
community of FCUMC. There will be food, fun, worship and a surprise that the whole church will love!

Grab your best kilt and join us on a trip of a lifetime! 
You don’t want to miss this 10-day tour of Scotland 

lead by Pastor Kristen Burkhart and Miss Donna. If you 
have questions or want more information, contact Donna 

Lewis at donna.lewis@fountaincityumc.org.

Join Fountain Kids on the front lawn as we 
release three doves to celebrate The Father, The 

Son, and The Holy Spirit for Pentecost.



Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
           
Last week I had the privilege and honor of welcoming six new members into 
our church body. Two of those six – Abrey Thomas and Sophia Smelcer – were 
baptized and received God’s grace in their lives. As a pastor, confirmation is one of 
those duties that I take very seriously and find so much joy in.
           
Over the course of eight weeks, I got to know this group of awesome 8th grade 

confirmands and their incredible witness of Christ. As Christ says in the Gospel of Matthew “Truly I 
tell you, unless you change and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
Confirmation is a reminder to me that the children we are raising and nurturing today are the future of 
the church. They are the torch bearers who will continue to carry Christ’s love, grace, and light unto 
the rest of the world long after you and I are gone.
           
As such, I ask all of us to be in prayer for them – during a time when youth participation and attendance 
in church nation-wide are at all-time low and college students are leaving the faith in droves. While 
we are building this foundation for them, let us never forget this challenging question, “are we laying 
a cornerstone that they – not us – will be proud to inherit? Are we laying a cornerstone which can help 
them solve and confront crises and changes in our society that we could have never have imagined?”
           
I have no doubt that we are laying that foundation here at Fountain City United Methodist Church, but 
if we want it to be as strong as it possibly can be, we need to wrap our arms and prayers around these 
confirmands with unconditional love and grace. So, I ask you, what foundation are you helping to lay 
and will you join me in praying for our new brothers and sisters in Christ?
           
In Christ,
Rev. Chase Crickenberger

Chase Crickenberger, Sophia Smelcer, Anna Lee Castleberry, Lara Calhoun, Abrey Thomas, 
Chelsea Charles, Ben Brown, Cathy Brown, Betty Dougherty, and Lynne Thurber



FOUNTAIN KIDs                  FOUNTAIN LITTLES
We were created in God’s image. God sent Jesus to show us 
the best way to be human. But God knew we’d need help. 
That’s why God sent us the Holy Spirit. With the power of 
the Spirit, we can produce fruit that points others to Jesus. 
Every month, kids discover something about God’s character 
and how they can reflect or respond to that character because 
they are created in God’s image. You could call them 
characters traits or virtues, but we call them Life Apps: 
something that God is doing in you to change the world 
around you. In other words, we show the world what God is 
like when we demonstrate these ideas. We’re helping kids 
and preteens discover what the Apostle Paul called the Fruit 
of the Spirit throughout June and  July. When we show the 
Fruit of the Spirit, we make waves and show others who 
Jesus is. 

WEEK ONE: 1 John 4:9-13. John tells us exactly what real 
love looks like: God loved us enough to send Jesus to offer 
His life and make us complete. John goes on to say: Dear 
friends, since God loved us this much, we should also love 
one another, (NIrV). 

WEEK TWO: Acts 5:17-42. When Jesus’ disciples started 
sharing about His death and resurrection with others, they 
faced all sorts of trouble. Thankfully, they had Jesus’ Holy 
Spirit to help them find joy. 

WEEK THREE: In week three, we look to 1 Samuel 
25:1-35, where we find a story about a woman named 
Abigail that starts with King David. He was furious with 
a man named Nabal, who mistreated his soldiers. David 
decided to get revenge until the man’s wife, Abigail, used 
her peacemaking skills and stopped something that could 
have been horrible. Even though she was not responsible for 
her husband’s offense, she realized she could play a role in 
making peace. 

WEEK FOUR: We spend time discovering more about 
Proverbs 15:18 in week four. Waiting can be the worst! 
But something Solomon wrote in Proverbs can help us 
remember why patience is so important. A person with a bad 
temper stirs up conflict. But a person who is patient calms 
things down, (NIrV). When we have to wait, it’s important 
not to let impatience get the best of us. We can trust God to 
give us the strength, to have patience and keep our cool.

Love, Miss Donna

Have you ever seen the commercial where one person 
does something kind? Then, a person who witnesses this 
kindness, is motivated to do something kind. Followed 
by another person and another person. It’s not just in 
commercials. It’s in real life, too. Waves of generosity. 
Lives changed. It all begins with one act of kindness. 

During the next two months, we will teach our 
preschoolers that they, too, can Make Waves when they 
choose kindness-as well as love, joy, peace, patience, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. We 
want them to know that Jesus is there to help them choose 
these things. When Jesus is my friend forever, He can help 
me do everything!

WEEK 1 Story Focus: Jesus can help me choose 
love. We will kick off this month talking about love. 
Everything begins with how much God loves us. And, just 
how much does God love us? God loves us so much that 
He gave us His Son, Jesus, to be our friend forever. 
That’s a lot of love! And, it is that love that helps us love 
others. 

WEEK 2 Story Focus: Jesus can help me choose joy. 
Paul and Silas will show us what it looks like to choose 
joy even in the middle of a not so joyful situation. When 
others would have been downcast and hopeless, they chose 
to sing and praise God! And, their joy made some pretty big 
waves-so big that we’re still talking about their story today! 

WEEK 3 Story Focus: Jesus can help me choose peace. 
This week, we get to hear about a woman named Abigail 
who went above and beyond to do what she could do to 
choose peace, even though the people around her were not 
acting very peacefully. And, because she was quick to act, 
she created waves of peace that literally saved lives! 

WEEK 4 Story Focus: Jesus can help me choose patience. 
We will see the amazing reward that came to Simeon 
after he chose patience. Simeon waited year after year 
after year… soooooo many years waiting, and then he 
finally got to see Who he had been patiently waiting 
for Jesus!

I love our Fountain Littles!
Ms. Jenny



 IN MEMORY & IN HONOR

GENERAL FUND
In Memory of Rev. Nancy Wilhite by Bruce & Jeane 
 Luttrell
In Memory of Jim Larkin by Larry Mauldin, Patti Kelley,
 and The Jerry Rose Family 
In Memory of Paul Eidson by James McBee
In Memory of Brent Hodge by Roz Irwin
In Memory of Barbara Cravens by Larry & Alta Huskey, 
 Tommy & Charlotte Schumpert, and Dolores Smith

FOUNTAIN CITY MINISTRY CENTER
In Memory of Barbara Cravens by Tom Harrington
In Memory of Mike McConkey by Tom Harrington

RISE AGAINST HUNGER
In Honor of Becky Ripley by Mark Biagi
In Honor of Patty McMahon by Mark Biagi

MUSIC MINISTRY
In Memory of Aggie Cloud by Tom Cloud

SOUND AND TAPE
In Honor of Craig Holtzclaw by Pete & Elizabeth Brown

  WE EXTEND OUR SYMPATHIES TO.......

Lori Hensley & Paul Bales and families in the death of their mother, Charlotte Bales, on April 18, 2022.

Nancy Hamilton and family in the death of her sister, Barbara Cravens, on April 30, 2022.

Nancy Nolen and family in the death of her brother, Mike McConkey, on May 6, 2022.

Jay Wormsley and family in the death of his mother, Evelyn Bridges Wormsley, on May 8, 2022.

Our Church Family continues to grow! We certainly have 
a lot to celebrate as a congregation. 

Please join us in celebrating the following blessings!

Courtney Cox joined our church family on May 1, 2022 
at the 9:45 AM Journey Worship Service, along with 
daughters Zoey, Mila & Rylee Breasseale. Welcome!

Mike Epley joined our church family on May 15, 2022 at 
the 9:45 AM Journey Worship Service. Welcome!

Evelyn Rose Nester, daughter of Virginia & Mike Nester, 
was baptised on April 24, 2022. Congratulations!

Cash Nicholas Cross, son of Caroline & Nick Cross, was 
baptised on May 1, 2022. Congratulations!

Nellie Francis Jones, daughter of Christina & Bradford 
Jones was baptised on May 1, 2022. Congratulations!

Madison Jane Lewis, daughter of Michelle & A.J. Lewis, 
was baptised on May 15, 2022. Congratulations!

OUR PRESENCE
CELEBRATING WITH OUR CHURCH FAMILY

ABOUT THE COVER PHOTO:

This breaktaking photo was shot by Thomas Mabry 
in the Linville Gorge Wilderness.

If you would like to see one of your photos grace 
the cover of a future The Spirit, please email 

kathleen.bloom@fountaincityumc.org.

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

8:30am Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)
9:45am Journey Worship (Gym & Livestream)
9:45am Sunday Morning Discipleship churchwide
11am Traditional Worship (Sanctuary & Livestream)
11am Sunday Morning Discipleship (135,136,137, OFH)
11am FountainKids Bible Experience (212)

Fountain City UMC
212 Hotel Road

Knoxville, TN 37918

Phone: 865-689-5175
Email: fcumc@fountaincityumc.org
Website: www.fountaincityumc.org


