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Pastors
Rev. Don Hanshew, Senior Pastor

Rev. Rachel Collins, Pastor of Discipleship

Email: pastor.don@fountaincityumc.org
                pastor.rachel@fountaincityumc.org

Pastor On Call
Text or call 865-689-7894
 (After hours & weekends)

One Breath, One Church
Stand in the Sanctuary on a Sunday morning and you can feel it: the sounds 
of the organ, the hymnals open. Walk down to the Gym and you’ll feel it 
there too: the Journey band tuning up. You sense it on Tuesday nights just as 
strongly. Two rooms. One breath. One Spirit moving through all of it.

That same air is what Beyond the Bicentennial is about. Many of the systems 
that heat and cool every room in our building have reached the end of their 
working life, and we are raising $877,000 to make them whole again, replenish 
our reserves, and set this church up for the next generation.

Here is what has me excited: we are not starting from a standstill. The air is already moving. A founding group 
of givers has responded before we ever made a public ask. Their generosity has surprised and encouraged me. 
We stepped into this campaign with momentum, and that momentum has only grown.

Sunday, June 28 was Commitment Sunday. Our Co-Chairs were eager and excited to announce the amount we 
have already raised (which was not yet ready at printing for the newsletter).

If you have been waiting, wondering whether your part matters, let this be your invitation. It really will take 
all of us. This is a heavy lift. So, bring it to God this week. Ask God honestly what He wants to do through 
you, and then allow your response to be part of the answer. No gift is too small for us to celebrate this moment 
together!

Same air. Same Spirit. One church, already moving.

See you Sunday!
Pastor Don 

Sunday Schedule
• 8:30 a.m. Traditional Service (Sanctuary)
• 9:45 a.m. Sunday Morning Discipleship 
• 11 a.m. Journey Contemporary Service (Gym)
• 11 a.m. Traditional Service (Sanctuary)

Childcare & children’s ministry are provided from 
8:30 a.m. through the end of 11 a.m. worship.

Wednesday Night 
Programming 

Returns August 19

Fountain City Fellowship returns on Wednesday, 
August 19! Wednesday evenings offer opportunities 
for fellowship, spiritual growth, and community for 
all ages. Programming includes Step Study, music 
ministries, weekly dinners, and activities for adults, 
youth, and children.

Dinner will be served from 5:30–6:15 p.m. Meals 
are $8 per adult, while children and youth eat 
free. Classes and programs begin at 6:30 p.m. and 
conclude at 7:30 p.m. Watch for more details about 
classes and opportunities in the coming weeks.



OUR GIFTS:  
WEEKLY OFFERING
May 18-24      $18,472.05
May 25-31      $15,976.31
Jun 1-7            $27,413.95
Jun 8-14          $61,530.71
Jun 15-21        $28,669.00

Thank you for your 
contributions to the 

Ministies of Fountain City 
UMC. Give Now. 

PRAYERS, PRESENCE, GIFTS,  

SERVICE, and Witness

July 2026 Calendar of Events

July 3: Church Office is closed for Independence Day

July 6: Young At Heart Group: Mighty Musical 
             Monday at the Tennessee Theater | Depart 
             church at 11 am

July 11: One Meal Mission | 2 p.m.

July 12: Farewell Event for Matt Randle | 9:45 a.m. 
               in Wesley Hall

July 15: Office opens at 12 p.m.

July 15: Mahjong & Mingle Introductory Event | 1 p.m.
               
July 16: Lunch Bunch | Cheddars at 11:30 a.m

July 17: Movie Night in the Gym | 6 p.m.

July 19: Vision Team Meeting | 9:45 a.m. in WH

July 20-23: Rainforest Falls VBS

July 23: Hot Summer Nights | 6-8 p.m
.
July 25: One More Meal Mission | 2 p.m.

July 26: Young Adults River Rafting | River Rats 
               Leave church at 1 p.m.

Knox County Schools and CAC have partnered to 
offer free, healthy breakfasts, lunches, and snacks to 
children and teens 18 and younger across the area. 

There are multiple schools participating near the church 
including Gresham, Inskip, Lonsdale and Central High. 
Most of the schools serve both breakfast and lunch. There 
are also grab and go meals. You do not have to sign up 
ahead of time.  

Gail Clift,
FCUMC Family Liaison

Recreational ministry helps 
people connect in active and 
relational ways by creating 
welcoming spaces to meet and 
build lasting connection, where relationships can 
grow, and faith can be shared. Through sports, fitness, 
and shared activities, FCUMC meets people where 
they are and invites them into Christian community 
supporting whole person discipleship. God cares 
about our physical, emotional, and spiritual well being 
and FCUMC is embracing this comprehensive 
discipleship. 

Community members are always welcome at events 
hosted by the church which is not only a place of 
learning and worship, but also a place of celebration, 
encouragement, and shared life. 

Current Recreational Activities:
Pickleball
  •  Mondays at 12 p.m.
  •  Wednesdays at 12 p.m.
  •  Thursdays at 12 a.m.
Basketball 
  •  Thursdays at  7:45 p.m.
Youth Open Gym: 
  •  First & third Thursday at 6 p.m.

Pull Up a Chair And Let’s Talk About the Vision
July 19 | 9:45 a.m. in Wesley Hall

You have a seat at the table! On July 19, Pastor Don and 
Vision Team chair, Susannah Clabough, invite everyone 
to a special Second Sunday class. For over a year, your 
Vision Team has prayerfully listened to your feedback 
and our community about where God is calling us as we 
pursue the holy purpose of making disciples and changing 
lives. We are getting very close to a final document and 
want to hear from you. We will gather around tables in 
honest conversation. Your voice helps us test the course 
and ensure a collective and holy direction forward. All 
are welcome.



This year, we had the privilege of attending the Holston 
Annual Conference at Lake Junaluska, North Carolina, as 
delegates for Fountain City. For first-time delegates, the 
scope of the conference was impressive.

Looking at close to 400 pages of reports and materials 
before we left was a little intimidating, and we wondered 
what the week would hold.

Traveling through the mountains of western North 
Carolina, we could still see signs of the devastation left 
behind by Hurricane Helene. Construction and recovery 
efforts continue, but rebuilding takes time. It reminded 
us of what the United Methodist Church has experienced 
in recent years following disaffiliation. The losses have 
been real, but so is the work of rebuilding. Throughout the 
conference, we saw evidence of a church that is adapting, 
healing, and moving forward with hope.

The theme of this year’s conference was “Empowered 
by the Holy Spirit: Love Boldly Together.” Those words 
were woven throughout every worship service, report, 
and conversation. Bishop Wallace-Padgett reminded us 
that our primary calling is simple, though not always 
easy: to love God and love others boldly. We were 
challenged to think about what that kind of love looks 
like in practice—especially when it means serving others, 
welcoming those who are different from us, and 
extending grace even when it feels uncomfortable.

One of the most eye-opening parts of the week was 
hearing about the ministries taking place throughout 
the Holston Conference. In our local church, we see the 
impact of worship, outreach, and service in our own 
community. At Annual Conference, we were reminded 
that those efforts are multiplied across hundreds of 
congregations. Some examples  of these efforts include 
collecting 3,582 school kits for United Methodist Schools, 
1,646 food buckets for Liberia, and about $27,000 was 
raised for the virtual mission kits in Zimbabwe. Rev. Dr. 
Robert Kariuki Nyaga from Bristol, Va. challenged us to 
support his mission at our Mission Celebration Service. 
He needs to raise $100,000 to complete a rescue center 
for children in Embu, Kenya. To raise awareness, he 
ran/walked to Annual Conference from Bristol, Virginia 
to Lake Junaluska (110-mile journey) in four days. “If 
mission work is not transforming someone’s life, it’s just 
something that we check off in our churches to say we did 
a good job.” It was encouraging to see how much can be 
accomplished when churches work together.

The worship services were inspiring and deeply 
meaningful. The music was uplifting, and the messages 
challenged us to think about the kind of church God 
is calling us to be. We celebrated the ministry of 
clergywomen and deacons, honored retiring clergy, 
welcomed newly credentialed leaders into ministry, 
and remembered those who have entered the Church 
Triumphant during the past year. As we reflected on the 
services and the last twelve months at our own church, 
we were reminded that we are part of a story much larger 
than our own congregation.

We also learned more about the realities facing the 
conference. Adjustments continue as Holston adapts to a 
smaller footprint after disaffiliation. Districts have been 
reorganized, some churches have closed or merged, and 
the conference voted to sell its office building in Alcoa. 
Yet throughout these discussions, there was a sense 
of determination and hope. Leaders reported that the 
conference remains financially sound and focused on 
ministry.

One of the things that impressed us the most was the 
spirit of holy conferencing. Delegates did not agree on 
every issue, but discussions were generally respectful 
and thoughtful. We were reminded that faithful people 
can approach difficult questions differently, sometimes 
disagree, and still seek God’s will together.

We came away especially grateful for the diversity of 
people, experiences, and perspectives represented across 
the conference. 

Most of all, we left with a deeper appreciation for the 
connectional nature of the United Methodist Church. 
It is natural to focus on what happens at Fountain City 
UMC, but Annual Conference reminded us that we are 
part of something much larger. Across East Tennessee, 
Southwest Virginia, and beyond, faithful people are 
worshiping, serving, giving, and sharing the love of 
Christ.

We are grateful for the opportunity to represent our church 
at Annual Conference. We returned encouraged by what 
we saw, inspired by what God is doing in our church and 
throughout the conference, and reminded that we are all 
called to be the hands and feet of Jesus as we seek to love 
boldly together.

Thankfully, and respectfully, 
Ann & William Hunley, Sandy Morgan, Patricia Paden, 
Susan Todd, Bob Hillhouse, and Brenda Gratz

Reflections of 2026 Holston 

Annual Conference



Mark your calendars! Operation Inasmuch returns on 
Saturday, August 15. This churchwide day of service 
provides great opportunities for all ages and abilities to put 
faith into action through hands-on mission projects in our 
community. Watch for sign-ups to go live later this month 
and begin considering how you might participate. 
Together, we can make a difference by serving our 
neighbors in Christ’s name. 

One More Meal Mission continues 
on July 11 and 25. If you would like 
to serve, we will meet to prepare the 
food at 2 p.m. in the FCUMC kitchen. 
We also need volunteers to box and 
pack cars at 3 p.m. Then, we will head 

out into the community at 4 p.m. to serve meals.

Contact Teshia Clapp using this QR code if you want to 
volunteer, donate, or support this community outreach 
in some way. Continue to pray for this 
mission because it will change lives and 
perhaps give someone hope and comfort 
knowing Jesus loves them and so does 
FCUMC.

Thank you FCUMC Facilities Volunteers!

Several volunteer recently improved the preschool 
playground.The children love the new steps to the slide, 
and the teachers appreciate the care taken to make sure 
they are safe and stable. Thank you to Prudence, Craig 
Holtzclaw, Bill Gentry, Bob Hillhouse, and Harold 
Jennings for their expert craftsmanship, and for taking 
such good care of our littlest ones!

Mahjong and Mingle is designed to help people learn 
American Mahjong, meet new friends, and experience 
the hospitality of Fountain City UMC. 

Come join a relaxed afternoon of fun and 
connection. This will be a six-week pilot 
to gauge community interest. Play will 
be on Wednesdays, from July 15 through 
August 19 from 1:00-3:30 p.m. 
                                                                        Sign up!
Mahjong And Mingle Request
There are several items we would like to borrow 
for Mahjong & Mingle if you are willing to loan (or 
donate) for a six-week period.  

We need 36x36 card tables as well as Mahjong tile 
sets and racks. We will label and take photos of these 
items and return them to you at the end of the six-week 
pilot. If you have any of these items you are willing to 
loan or donate for Mahjong & Mingle, email Melissa 
Charles at melissawcharles@yahoo.com. 

With Gratitude: A Word About Kathleen Bloom
The Staff Parish Relationship Committee wants you 
to know of a strategic staff change in our organizational 
structure. As we look prayerfully at the season ahead 
and how we shape our shared ministry for it, the role of 
Director of Communications is being restructured, and 
Kathleen Bloom will conclude her ministry on our staff on 
July 15. 

Kathleen has been a faithful and creative steward of our 
church’s voice from your inbox to your mailbox. So much 
of her work was behind the scenes. That sort of service 
rarely gets a spotlight, and it deserves one now. We are 
grateful for Kathleen, for her gifts, and for the imprint she 
leaves on us and how we communicate internally and with 
our community. 

Please join us in surrounding her with thanks. Notes of 
gratitude and gifts of appreciation may be left in the 
church office through July 15, or email Kathleen directly at 
kathleen.bloom@fountaincityumc.org. May God bless 
Kathleen and lead her into all that is next.



FOUNTAIN KIDS

Camp Rainforest VBS | July 20-23 | 6–8:15 p.m.
Each night at VBS, we will have a snack supper at 6 p.m. Check in at 5:45 
p.m. You do not want to miss the Bible stories, songs, science, and Bambini 
Bubbles. Find your friends and register today!

VBS Schedule
Each night of Rainforest Falls will be filled with Bible teaching involving 
drama, science and games. There’s a rumor that “Scoot”, our yearly mascot, 
may try to show up in disguise this year. Be on the lookout! During VBS week, parents will receive daily updates along 
with a few pictures so you can see what is happening.

•  Monday night: Crazy hair night (the crazier the better – two prizes will be given for the craziest!) We will have a snack   
dinner of chicken nuggets, chips, cookies, and water.
•  Tuesday night: Friend night (bring a friend! Your child and their friend will receive a certificate for a free Pizza Inn 
buffet.) We will have a snack dinner of Lunchables.
•  Wednesday night: Sock night (there will be two grand prizes for the craziest socks). We will have a snack dinner of 
Petros, cookies, and lemonade.
•  Thursday night: Family night - If parents are attending the Couples Night, please join us at 8 p.m. at the conclusion 
of that event. For parents not attending Couples Night, join us beginning at 6 p.m. for the Rainforest  
Finale. Have you ever been in a PICKLE? Come and learn more with your kiddos. We will have pizza and rainforest 
cake. Finally, there will be a Volcano contest with families you won’t want to miss!  

                                                                                                                        Register >>            
                                                                                                                                                                      

YOUTH MINISTRY

Come Help Us Say Thank You To Matt Randle on July 12
For the past year, Matt Randle has poured himself into our students in ways that are easy to measure 
(attendance) and those more important ways that change lives and show up years later. He has been 
a bright beacon of light, pointing our students toward Christ with a warmth that is hard to put into 
words. He has helped our youth feel known, helped them feel that they belong, and helped them take 
real steps toward living out a faith they can call their own. That kind of ministry fills a calendar, but 
more importantly it leaves fingerprints on young lives and families that will last far longer than this 
season. As Matt and Julia step into a new chapter, we want to send him off surrounded by the people who love him.
Make plans to attend the July 12, 9:45-10:45 AM Sunday Send-Off for Matt Randle in Wesley Hall.

Bringing a card or a gift? Bring it with you and hand it to Matt at the celebration. If you can’t make it that morning, 
you’re welcome to drop your card or gift by the church office ahead of time and we’ll make sure it reaches him. Most 
of all, just come. A handshake, a hug, a story about what Matt meant to you or your student are the real gifts he’ll carry 
with him long past July. 

With gratitude and blessing,
Pastor Don Hanshew

If someone comes to mind who might be called to the Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministry 
position, please let us know. Some of the finest leaders arrive by way of a trusted recommendation. 
Simply point them to our website using this QR code.



ADULT MINISTRY

Mighty Musical Monday at the Tennessee Theater | July 6 at 11:30 am  
Young at Heart is headed to the Tennessee Theater for a free lunchtime 
concert. Ride the church bus and be dropped off at the door by Pastor 
Don. Bring a packed lunch to enjoy with friends while listening to the 
magnificent theater organ and the bluegrass sounds of Tipton Station. After 
the concert, the group will stroll across the street for a sweet treat from 
Cruze Dairy Farm. The bus departs  at 11 a.m.

Young At Heart Lunch Bunch | July 16 at 11:30 a.m.
The Lunch Bunch is headed to Cheddar’s on Clinton Highway! 
Gather at the church at 11 a.m. to carpool together, or meet the 
group at the restaurant. Enjoy a delicious meal, great conversation, 
and time with friends old and new. Everyone is welcome!

Join Fountain City UMC’s Couples’ Ministry for our first quarterly date 
night! Grab your partner to learn some sweet dance moves, followed by 
some just as sweet financial tips. Free, quality on-site childcare is available 
for children ages 3-10 through our annual Vacation Bible School week, so 
register your child(ren) today! They must be registered to attend VBS. See 
the Fountain Kids section of this newsletter for a QR code to register!

The cost of Hot Summer Nights is $20 per couple, and includes a buffet 
dinner, financial advice, and dance instruction. Scholarships are available - 
please contact Ashley Garren in the church office at ashley.garren@fountaincityumc.org to learn more 
about this option. We can’t wait to see you there!
                                                                                                                                                Register >>

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

Young Adult Tubing Trip | July 26
Calling all young adults and young professionals! 

The Fountain City UMC Young Adult Fellowship Group 
is going tubing on Sunday, July 26. The group will 
travel together on the church bus to Smoky Mountains 
River Rat in Townsend, TN and enjoy an afternoon on the 
water. 

The bus departs at 1:00 p.m. Space is limited, so contact Pastor Rachel at pastor.rachel@fountaincityumc.org 
by July 20 to reserve your spot.



IN MEMORY & IN HONOR

General Ministry & Missions
In Memory of Louann Holland by Tom & Kay Hays
In Memory of Tommy Schumpert by Judy Hodge
In Memory of Bill Alley by Hodges, Doughty & Carson,  
 PLLC

Sloan Scholarship
In Memory of Louann Holland by Mark Biagi

Benevolence Fund
In Memory of Hugh Cannon by Susan Lemons, Pamela 
 Dagenhart, Mark Biagi, and Bill & Carol Sewell
In Memory of Valerie Donald by Bill & Carol Sewell

United Women In Faith
In Honor of Chad Chamberlain, Ashley Garren, Martha   
 Routh,  and Mary Fredna Danford by John & Kim 
 Meade

Beyond the Bicentennial HVAC Campaign
In Memory of Tommy Schumpert by Jerry & Sarah   
 Risdahl 
In Memory of Louann Holland by Jerry & Sarah Risdahl

Please join us in celebrating 
the following blessings!

The marriage of Austin Wall & Britney Barthol 
on May 30, 2026. Congratulations!

The new church membership of Randy & Sue 
Brown, on May 31, 2026 in the 11 a.m. 

Traditional service. Welcome!

The Baptism of Sue Brown, on May 31, 2026 
in the 11 a.m. Traditional service. Blessings!

The birth of Emmitt Callum Hines, on June 4, 
2026. Proud parents are Michael & Claire Hines, 

and grandparents are Doug & Susan Martin.
Congratulations!

OUR PRESENCE
Celebrating With Our Church Family

We Offer Our Sympathy to .......

Aaron Douglas in the death of his 
partner, Nathan Hill, on June 6, 2026.

Jim Aslinger in the death of his wife, 
Gloria Aslinger, on June 15, 2026. 

Russ Coble in the death of his mother, 
 Mary Emma Scott, on June 21, 2026.   

Cemetery Pricing Update
Our church has a cemetery and it is beautiful! 

Beginning August 1, 2026, cemetery plot and service 
pricing will increase to sustainably support the
property’s future care for years to come. However, 
current FCUMC members may request current (read 
that greatly reduced) pricing through the end of July by 
calling the church office at 865-689-5175 and asking to 
speak with the Financial Secretary. 

General information and upcoming 
pricing and about the cemetery is 
available on our website  >>

There is an exciting event happening every Friday 
night this summer called Friday Fun Night! There 
are games and karaoke in Old Fellowship Hall. Bring 
any games you would like to play, and snacks/drinks 
to share. Please Note: There will be no childcare. 
Everyone is invited! Bring a friend!

Note: We will not have Friday Fun Night on July 7 
due to the Cool Down Movie Night event.


