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Rev. Don Hanshew, Senior Pastor
A couple I once knew dated for less than three days before they were married. On the first date 
his 18-year-old bean-pole frame picked her up in a borrowed car, so nervous he was sweating 
bullets, and so shaky he could barely say her name. As they drove away from her two room 
house and bounced along the dirt road toward the “city,” she looked over at him and said, “I’m 
going to marry you.” He was instantly both elated and scared to death at the same time!  Still 
sweating bullets, and glancing (not looking) at her, he mumbled the words, “I think that might 
be a good idea.” Two days later they were married, and less than a month later he went to war in 
the Pacific Theater. They raised three wise and good children, and were well loved in the church 

and community. They were a happy couple. Just three days. Sometimes you know something is going to work. 

On June 9, Chase and I had the joy of  being part of  a staff retreat at FCUMC. Tom and Kristen were wise to 
arrange it. Transitions are never easy. LeeAnn Foster facilitated it for us and her gregarious spirit and warm 
personality made it a productive experience for us all. The staff affectionately embraced us and we are all eager 
to do ministry together. Sometimes you just know something is going to work. 

Following our time together, Chase and I invited the staff to remain and participate for a few more hours in a 
strategic planning session around our Sunday morning worship and educational schedule. We feel delighted to 
be joining such a strong and dedicated staff who deeply want the best for the church, have a missional heart for 
the community, and are not afraid to offer meaningful pushback so that we can come to the best solution. What 
a team! 

At the end of  our time (some 2 hours later), we came to a unanimous conclusion about something we feel is 
a worthy experiment to help us missionally adapt to a “post” COVID reality. Church Council approved this 
proposal on June 27 and will evaluate at the end of  120 days.

However, in short, the proposal is to experiment and adapt our Sunday worship/education time to the following 
schedule starting on July 4:
 • 8:30am-Traditional in the Sanctuary 
 • 9:45am-Journey in the Gym
 • 9:45am-Sunday School 
 • 11:00am-Traditional in the Sanctuary 
 • 11:00am-A new small group experience (for all ages) in the Gym

The obvious question is “Why?”
The quick answer is: To help our church become more missionally effective in two distinct ways: 1-both Chase 
and I will be present in all worship services, and 2-it creates a new opportunity for small groups on Sunday 
morning that is dynamically different than the traditional Sunday school model.

Both of  us hunger to be in all worship services because both of  us want to forge a strong pastoral relationship 
with the entire congregation. Having both of  us in all worship services will allow us to be more connected to 
you, be consistent in our messaging, and offer clarity of  purpose as we move forward as a church.

There are many reasons this may not work, but we feel there are many more reasons it will. What keeps 
nagging our hearts and spirit is this:  Was the church growing using the previous model? If  not, rushing back to 
“normal” is not a good solution. This is a season to experiment and adapt to new realities and approaches. When 
we can temporarily put aside personal comfort and preference and embrace the idea of  being part of  a gospel 
movement rather than a member of  a church, we ALL can be part of  something larger than us AND reach new 
people.

We know this is a big ask, and though I served at FCUMC before, we have not even had three “Sunday dates” in 
the last 10 years!.. . .but I think it’s going to be a good marriage. I am counting on it.

In Christian Love and Commitment, Don



CHURCH OFFICE HOURS FOR JULY
Monday-Thursday: 8:30am-5:00pm 

(closed for lunch from 12:00-1:00pm)
Friday: 8:30am-12:oopm

ABOUT THE COVER PHOTO:

The beautiful Indian Flat Falls , GMSNP.  Photo 
by Teresa Mabry. If  you’d like to see one of  your 

photos grace the cover of  a future The Spirit 
newsletter, please email Kathleen Bloom at 

kathleen.bloom@fountaincityumc.org.

OUR GIFTS:  
WEEKLY OFFERING
  May 17-23             $ 11,637.31
 May 24-30            $ 14,031.00
 May 31-June 6    $49,996.77
 June 7-13                $15,923.93
 June 14-20            $13,020.00

             

 

FAITH PROMISE
Faith Promise Sunday will 
be July 25. Please mail your 
check to the church office or 

go to www.fountaincity
umc.org and click on “GIVE 
NOW” on our homepage to 
make your commitment.

PRAYERS, PRESENCE, GIFTS,  

SERVICE, and Witness

OUR SYMPATHIES 

We extend our sympathy to Sybil Lambert & 
family in the death of  her father-in-law, David 

Lambert, Sr., on May 27.

We extend our sympathy to the family of  Bob 
Gibson in his death on June 5.

We extend our sympathy to Chris Hurst & family in 
the death of  his father, Buddy Hurst, on June 13.

Notes of thanks from 
Pastor Tom and Pastor Kristen

FCUMC Family: Written words and warmed 
hearts, one seen and the other hidden, are the 
only languages we have to express our deep 
gratitude for honoring us with cards, calls, 
and gifts for our service among you and our 
retirement celebration. Thank you so very 
much. We hope you sense the heart language 
as well.
 
May Christ’s peace be with us all.
Tom and Jonna

Dear FCUMC Family,
Our heartfelt thanks to all of you who have 
been so generous with your prayers, thoughts, 
cards, gifts, and love as we move forward 
to my new appointment at First UMC in 
Dandridge. It has been wonderful to worship 
and serve together over the last two years, in 
new and different ways that none of us could 
have even imagined!

In grace and peace,
Kristen, Phillip, Joanna, & Abe

 Fountain City United Methodist Church 
212 Hotel Road, Knoxville, TN 37918

Phone: (865) 689-5175

Email: fcumc@fountaincityumc.org
Website: www.fountaincityumc.org



 TREASURED VBS
2021

Putting Faith on the Map
On a steamy Monday evening in June, nearly 150 
children and adults embarked on an epic four day quest 
to discover God’s greatest treasure. Our Fountain Kids, 
along with many new friends, dug into action-packed, 
faith-filled adventures in the Fountain City rainforest 
including decoding languages and an exotic animal 
petting zoo. Perhaps the most adventurous treasure 
hunter was the hapless, practically map-less, Dr. 
Diggingstone, who bore a striking resemblance to Early 
Childhood Ministries Coordinator Jenny Cook. Miss Donna 
and all our young adventurers used the Bible to guide Dr. 
Diggingstone through each day’s Bible Point and were able 
to put them into their own words. 

Day One : God knows you.
“He listens to my prayers and since that’s the true me, he 
knows me.” - Mary Caroline Petersen

Day Two : God hears you.
“God is a lot like Santa. He always hears you and sees you, so 
if you can believe that about Santa, you can really believe that 
about God.” - Dane Howerton

Day Three : God comforts you.
“He knows me, he loves me, and he forgives me. He sent his 
son to save me and everyone!” - Eleanor Buttram

Day Four : God forgives you.
“I know God loves me and when you love someone you 
forgive them.” - Lochlan Ullom

Our quest culminated in a Family Night Celebration 
complete with music, games, magic, and epic Treasured 
craziness.

So, what’s the most important lesson our Fountain Kids 
taught Dr. Diggingstone? “I learned that I don’t have to 
find a treasure on a map. God is my treasure and we are his!”



Operation Backyard
Join our youth group for hands-on mission work! Middle and high 
school students are invited to join in July 26-29 as we help someone 
in need in our community. We will partner with Operation Backyard 
to help a low income, disabled person with repairs. No building 
experience? No problem! We’ll have people there to guide you, and you 
will learn new skills as you serve someone else. 

As in previous years, these 
awesome middle and high 
school students will give 
up a couple of  days of  their 
summer vacation to help someone in need in Knoxville. In 
the past, they have assisted with rebuilding a roof, done 
yard work and small home repairs, built a deck, and built a 
ramp for a disabled person. Thanks to Daniel Doubleday and 
the Fountain City UMC Student Ministries for once again 
giving back to our community in a really big way! Please 
contact Daniel for details and to volunteer.

STUDENT MINISTRIES JULY EVENTS
The month of  July is filled with fun events and service time for our youth group as you can see from our calendar 
below. And parents, we need your help! Due to budget constraints, we don’t have the same level of  help over the 
summer that we have had in the past. We would love to have volunteers at any of  our events, 
but we definitely need your help at the following events: Six Flags over Georgia on July 9, High 
School Drive-In Movie on July 16, and High School Breakout Escape Room on July 23. 
Register for events on Realm or with the QR Code. Please contact Daniel Doubleday at 
daniel.doubleday@fountaincityumc.org with questions or to volunteer. Don’t miss out on the fun this 
summer!

High School (Entering 9th - 2021 Grads)

July 9 • Six Flags over Georgia • 7am–10pm
 
July 11  • Jello Night •  6:30pm-8pm

July 16 • Drive-In Movie • 6pm–Midnight

July 18 • Water Night • 6:30pm-8pm 

July 23 • Break-out - Escape Room • 7:30pm-10:30pm

July 26–29 • Operation Backyard • 9am-4pm

Middle School (Entering 6th – Entering 9th)
 
July 9 • Six Flags over Georgia • 7am–10pm

July 11 • Jello Night • 6:30p-8pm

July 13 • Main Event • 10am-4pm

July 15 • Lost Sheep Ministeries Service • 10am-4pm

July 18  • Water Night • 6:30pm-8pm
 
July 20 • Kentucky Splash Water Park • 10am–6pm
 
July 22 • Service at the Church • 10am–4pm

July 26–29 • Operation Backyard • 9am-4pm



FOUNTAIN KIDS
Fountain Kids July Bible Experience  
Press Play • Part 2

When it comes to confidence, we might try to base it 
on what we do well or what a teacher or parent might 
say about us. But true confidence should be built on 
something that lasts forever. We think that’s found in 
understanding how God sees us. God created us, and 
God loves us. Nowhere is this more evident than in the 
life, death, and resurrection of  Jesus. And, when you 
put your confidence in Jesus, you can truly see yourself  
how God sees you.

Week 1: We continue our discovery of  confidence with 
an incredible example found in Daniel 3. Shadrack, 
Meshack, and Abednego had their faith put to the test 
when they chose to obey God rather than bow down 
to the golden statue. Not only has God been faithful to 
Shadrack, Meshack, and Abednego, God has proven 
His faithfulness to all sorts of  people throughout 
history. We can live with confidence, knowing that God 
will be with us in every situation we face. 

Week 2: Matthew 14:22-33. Peter and the rest of  the 
disciples were out on the Sea of  Galilee when they 
noticed a figure walking on the water’s surface. When 
they finally realized that it was Jesus, Peter called 
out and asked Jesus to invite Him onto the water. 
Jesus did, and Peter took a stroll on top of  the waves. 
However, only when Peter focused on Jesus was he able 
to stay afloat. We hope kids begin to understand some 
practical ways to focus on Jesus and what He wants for 
their lives. 

Week 3: Ephesians 6:10-17. As Paul wraps up the end 
of  his letter, he focuses our attention on where we 
can find confidence. Paul encourages the believers to 
allow God to make them strong when it comes to 

having courage or finding confidence. We pray this will 
be a powerful week as kids discover that when they 
trust Jesus, God offers them spiritual armor to help 
them face whatever is happening in their lives. 

Week 4: We finish the month with something Paul 
wrote in Romans 8:38-39. The church in Rome 
needed some encouragement and Paul delivered. 
He wrote, “Nothing at all can ever separate us from 
God’s love. That’s because of  what Christ Jesus 
our Lord has done” (NIrV). God’s love gives us the 
encouragement and confidence to face anything. 
Bottom Line: God loves you no matter what. We all face 
times when we feel far away from God’s love. But Paul’s 
words remind us that nothing can ever stop God’s love 
for us. This truth can help us live with confidence. No 
matter what life looks like for us, God’s love gives us 
the encouragement we need to keep going. We can 
trust God no matter what.   

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Fountain Kids Bowl • K-5th grade 
July  14 • 11:00am 
Strike & Spare Fountain Lanes 
3315 N. Broadway 
Parents are welcome to join us!   

Fountain Kids & Fountain Littles Beach Party
July 21  • 6:00 - 8:30pm
Water Slide at FCUMC   

Press Play Devotional Study for Families 
Press Play continues throughout July. Written to kids 
and for kids, this devotional tackles a BIG topic (what 
it means to grow in confidence) in a relevant, engaging 
and practical way.

CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL BOBCAT AWARD GOES TO MOLLY SEARCY

Fountain City UMC’s own Molly Searcy was a recipient of  the Bobcat 
Above and Beyond award presented by the Central High School 
Foundation on May 25. This award recognizes educators for going above 
and beyond for their students. CHS teachers and staff members are 
nominated by parents, students and staff and final selections are made by 
the Central High School Foundation Above & Beyond Committee. The other 
recipients of  the award are Blanche Tuell, school nurse, and Taylor Kirk, 
recovery credit teacher. Congratulations to these ladies!



Rev. Chase Crickenberger, Associate Pastor  

Fellow disciples, 
One of  my favorite common themes of  the Old Testament comes from the creation stories of  
Genesis 1 & 2. Many scholars today talk about how important it is that God, YHWH, spoke 
existence into being. God spoke, and the seas came into being. God spoke and man and woman 
are made in His own image. God spoke and the beasts of  the land and the birds of  the sea came 
into being. God spoke and existence itself, the stars, the universe, rapidly expanding, the earth, 
and time all came into being. God does something on a cosmic level that we are only capable of  
doing on a very small scale, create. Creation is kind of  God’s thing. It’s popular to talk about 

what God will destroy, but that’s not the joy of  Christianity. Instead, the joy of  Christianity is that our God is 
constantly creating something new, guiding us ever closer to His kingdom here on Earth. God is not looking to 
destroy everything he created but rather to perfect it, making something holistically new. 

Many of  you are probably familiar with the idea that saying the true name of  God, YHWH, is a sin in Jewish 
culture and faith. However, many ancient Jewish interpreters didn’t see it as a sin but rather the idea that we are 
not actually capable of  saying YHWH. According to many Rabbinic interpreters of  old, it was believed that 
YHWH was not the name of  God, but rather the word God used to create. In these traditions, God is seen as 
having literally breathed all of  the universe into being. 

In our modern context, we call this the Holy Spirit, that part of  God that is working all around us all the time to 
create. It creates in us a new heart, it creates in our communities the capacity to love our neighbor, and created 
us in God’s own image. I tell you all of  this to say that like the flaming bush in the book of  Exodus, something 
powerful, fiery, hopeful, and new is being breathed by God upon this place. On June 9, Don and I spent five hours 
with the church’s staff preparing for this new time for this wonderful community. It was such a joy and an honor 
to be with the staff and I can honestly say that we laughed, we cried, and, I think I can safely say, we were all filled 
with renewed spirits. 
 
This renewal is not just the work of  Don and I, even though we are the most obvious recent change to this 
community. Rather, it’s the work of  something far greater than the both of  us, the Holy Spirit. God has always 
been in this place, but I truly believe that God is speaking a new reality into existence here through the sheer 
power and magnitude of  the Holy Spirit. As we prepare our hearts for this change and the Holy Spirit works 
through and in each and every person in this community during its time of  transition, my prayer for all of  you is 
that you remember that as things change in our new post-COVID reality, the Holy Spirit will always be working 
through the good and the bad, the new and the old, the comforting and the painful to make us all better fathers, 
mothers, sisters, brothers, and Christians. The winds of  God’s breath speaking a new reality into existence is all 
around us and I hope it is filling all of  you with the same hope and excitement that it is placing in my heart. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Chase

For more details
check out our website:

 www.fountaincityumc.org 

Pastor on Call Phone Number: 
 865-888-0192 

July 2-4: Don Hanshew

July 9-11: Chase Crickenburger

July 16-18: Don Hanshew

July 23-25: Chase Crickenburger

July 30-Aug. 1: Don Hanshew

STEPHEN MINISTRY
Gail Clift  (865) 922-9408

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Tim Brown (865) 599-3429

Tom Harrington (865) 687-9460



 IN MEMORY & IN HONOR

GENERAL FUND
In Memory of  Opal Evans by Bruce & Jeanne Luttrell
In Memory of  Charles & Ruth Sloan by Tom Harrington
In Honor of  Rev. Tom Ballard by Bill & Mary Simpson, and 
  Pete & Elizabeth Brown
In Honor of  Rev. Dr. Kristen Burkhart by Bill & Mary 
  Simpson
In Memory of  Houston Luttrell by Roberta Lutrell

FAITH PROMISE
In Memory of  Julian Dobbins by Tom Harrington
In Memory of  Gene Payne by Tom Harrington
In Honor of  Tom & Jonna Ballard by Bill & Martha Routh
In Honor of  Kristen Burkhart by Bill & Martha Routh

FOUNTAIN CITY MINISTRY CENTER
In Memory of  Sue McKenzie by Judy Hodge
In Memory of  Marcella Finch by Judy Hodge
In Memory of  Joe Black, Jr. by Judy Hodge
In Memory of  Bill Dyke by Judy Hodge
In Memory of  Earl Wells by Judy Hodge
In Memory of  Pat Mutersbaugh by Judy Hodge
In Memory of  Dr. A.L. & Betty Jenkins, and son Jim Jenkins by 
  Tom Harrington 

SAVE THE DATE!
FCUMC Missions Committee invites you to GET 
OUT OF YOUR SEATS AND INTO THE STREETS! 

Operation In As Much United Knoxville is 
a citywide event providing FCUMC church 
members an opportunity to engage in a day 
of  service on Saturday, August 28. We are 
partnering with other Fountain City churches 
to serve our community in a variety of  projects. 
You will be able to register online in late July for 
a specific event where you can choose to serve in 
Fountain City or other areas of  Knoxville. This 
is for servants of  ALL ages! Let’s come together 
to serve our Fountain City community and the 
Greater Knoxville area!

WESLEY HOUSE WALK-A-THON  
JULY 31, 2021

In lieu of  their annual Friends and Donors 
Breakfast, Wesley House is having a Walk-A-
Thon as their primary fundraiser this year. How 
can FCUMC church members help? Sign up as 
a participant and raise at least $60 dollars or 
sponsor a walker. 

The event is Saturday, July 31, 2021 at 
Lakeshore Park but you can walk anytime 
and anywhere as long as you finish by July 
31. This is a great opportunity to support a 
ministry of  the United Methodist Church, plan a 
Sunday school social and walk as a group, or just 
get outside and exercise. 

Registration for participants is available on 
the Wesley House website at https://www.
wesleyhouseknox.org/walkathon. Wesley House 
is a Faith Promise Partner of  FCUMC and our 
support is crucial to their mission.

If  you have questions or need more 
information, email or call Jennifer Smiddy 

from the FCUMC mission committee 
(smiddys4@comcast.net or 865-583-9239). 

New Website Coming Soon! 

Exciting things are happening with our 
website. We are thrilled to announce that 
the Fountain City UMC website is getting 
a fresh look. Not only will it be more 
modern and appealing, it will also be 
more user friendly and information will be 
easier to find. So, keep your eyes open for 
these exciting changes coming soon! 


