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Youth Mission Trip Canceled
It is with great sadness that I inform our congregation that we had to cancel our youth 
mission trip this summer. It was not an easy decision to make. I can understand how 
disappointing this is for the nine youth and four adults who made plans to attend. It 
was an unfortunate convergence of a number of issues. The main driver being we 
needed two 18+ year old male adults to attend per the requirements of the organization 
through which we were working and our own Safe Sanctuaries policy. As we got 
closer to the date, family responsibilities and health issues forced some of our 
devoted folks to step out of the trip. We support them in their decisions. We have a 
dedicated group of youth volunteers, but sometimes calendars and health issues get 
complicated. That being said, there will be a meet and greet/ game night/ cookout for 

youth and young adults on Sunday evening, July 10, 2022 from 6:30-8:30 PM. Contact the church office 
at 865-689-5175 if you have any questions. 

How Do I Fix This?
I’m both grateful for my dad and grateful to be a dad. My dad is from the generation where he could fix 
just about anything. I broke my ancient rowing machine. My dad made some custom parts and fixed it. 
My 1994 Honda Accord is having trouble, so I call my dad. He can fix it. I’m trying to figure out how to 
make bread, and…okay, that is out of his league. But you get the picture. I know I can watch YouTube 
videos and feel like a pro, but there is something about having a dad that I can call who is always willing 
to help me fix things. It just gives me more confidence. 

On June 15, our Church Council came to the conclusion that we could use some help as a church. They 
made the unanimous decision that we will contract with the The Unstuck Group. As the name suggests, 
they help churches like ours get “unstuck.” We have a strong church, good leadership, and an amazing 
history. Yet, most mainline denominations are experiencing a slow and steady decline. We are seeing very 
promising growth in the short term, but our church is not immune to this.  

I love being one of the clergy assigned to Fountain City UMC and feel that our staff has the energy, 
wisdom, and creativity to work toward some strong results. As you have heard me say before, where 
the Holy Spirit and hard work intersect, amazing things always happen. However, our church has blind 
spots and weaknesses we don’t often talk about. The Unstuck Group will help us assess our current 
ministry health, walk us through a process to clarify the vision God’s given us for the future, and create a 
team structure and action plan to see it through. By the end of the process we will have a comprehensive 
and customized ministry plan and be equipped with the structure and systems to help us grow. We are 
obviously responsible for putting the plan into action, but The Unstuck Group provides accountability 
and coaching for the leadership team. The process itself is spiritual in thrust, and will have the practical 
application of helping us come together as a church as we clarify where God has called our church to go 
and how we are going to get there. 

I encourage you to learn more by listening to the impact of The Unstuck Group on another 
church (video available using this QR Code). 

Both Concord United Methodist and Cokesbury United Methodist Church here in Knoxville 
have used The Unstuck Group and have had impressive results. I encourage you to pray that as a church 
we would collectively and individually commit ourselves to listening for the unique call God is giving us 
to fulfill here in Fountain City. We are entering into a very exciting season as a church!

Giving Thanks For Heavenly Father,
Pastor Don 



OUR GIFTS:  
WEEKLY OFFERING
May 9-15            $14,644.00
May 16-22          $12,092.00
May 23-29          $21,947.00
May 30-Jun 5    $30,120.68
Jun 6-12             $26,359.28

             
 

 
  FAITH PROMISE

Faith Promise Sunday is 
July 24. Please go to 

www.fountaincityumc.org 
and click on “GIVE” to 
make your commitment.

PRAYERS, PRESENCE, GIFTS,  

SERVICE, and Witness

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Tim Brown 865-599-3429

Tom Harrington 865-687-9460 
prayer@fountaincityumc.org

STEPHEN MINISTRY
Gail Clift  865-922-9408

Stephen Ministers are congregation members trained 
by their Stephen leaders to offer care to people who 
are hurting. They provide high-quality, one-to-one, 
Christ-centered care to people in our congregation 
and the community experiencing life difficulties.

            CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY-FRIDAY
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

8:30am Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)
9:45am Journey Worship (Gym & Livestream)
9:45am Sunday Morning Discipleship churchwide
11am Traditional Worship (Sanctuary & Livestream)
11am Sunday Morning Discipleship (135,136,137, OFH)
11am FountainKids Bible Experience (212)

EPIC/ SENIOR MINISTRY EVENT
JULY 7, 2022 • 1:00 PM

EPIC, our senior adult ministry, has an upcoming 
program on July 7 at 1:00 PM that promises to be a lot of 
fun! “Plays 2 U”, a trio of ladies including Sandy Failing, 
will present an old-time radio show, complete with 
sound effects. There will also be an old-time commercial 
challenge, where you can identify the products being 
advertised. Light refreshments will follow the 
show. Register on our website, in Realm or use 
this QR Code. We hope to see you there!

A NOTE FROM DONNA LEWIS
ABOUT THE  FCUMC STAFF

I AM GONNA BRAG!

Yes, I am on staff. However, I have to take a 
moment to brag on our FCUMC staff.  VBS is a 
week of troubleshooting and herding cats on the fly 
and our church staff is a team of rock stars. I have 
no doubt in my mind that Melissa Greene could 
have the census of the United States efficiently 
and perfectly. Ashley Garren put enough steps 
in that she could qualify for the Olympics.  Mark 
Seals, as we all know, can produce a movie with 
meaning. Seth Charles is now qualified for either 
a high wire act or balance beam athlete as he 
balanced CR Pastor and VBS pastor this week. 

Not to be left out is the great facilities team of John 
Fine and Todd Graves who are so patient and 
kind while working in the background to keep our 
facility clean.  Ralph Paden manages this 
facility like a five-star hotel and makes it work. In 
addition, Kathleen Bloom is a genius at taking our 
staff ramblings and putting them in a presentable 
fashion. I am thankful for this staff and how 
efficiently, gracefully and immediately we all 
worked together as a team to accomplish VBS for 
Christ’s kiddos and families. 

Love you all, Miss Donna



What does it take to create Vacation Bible School? Volunteers, volunteers, volunteers! FCUMC has the absolute best 
folks that love and care for kiddos and a heart to teach them about the truth of God’s word and the love of Jesus.

Registration, games, technology, security, greeters, floaters, crew leaders, Bible teachers, craft leaders, KidVid station 
teachers, safe drop off, safe pickup, band-aiding boo-boos, rocking babies in the nursery, hot dogs and water and water 
and water, costumes, scenery, props, assembling and delivering snacks, dancing to music, listening to what is important 
to a child, answering questions about the Bible teaching or why the sky is blue. Yes, all of this is part of VBS. 

We had fifty volunteers and as I walked around observing the 
organized chaos, my heart overflowed with the blessing of our 
volunteers. I stopped by the water tent beside the petting zoo 
and little kids were feeding a small donkey from cones. In my 
mind, and you guys all know my mind by now, I could see 
Jesus on that little donkey talking and laughing with 

the children. Thank you FCUMC Vols! Yes, we have our own Jesus Vols here at FCUMC and you are the best.

Anytime you have over 100 children in God’s house, it is a win for Christ. The personal interaction and relationship 
building were a blessing that cannot be measured. The excitement and adrenaline were real even in the heat. VBS 
concluded with a great Family Night experience on Thursday evening. But the relationship building and new friendships 
have only just begun.  

Vbs 2022 recap 

by Miss donna



For more details check out our website:

WWW.FOUNTAINCITYUMC.ORG

ANNUAL CONFERENCE RECAP by Jessie Buttram

Last year, after knowing me all of a minute, Don asked me to consider being a Member At-Large to Annual Conference. 
I said yes (neither of us knew what we were getting into). This year, Don asked me to write a recap of Annual Conference 
for our church family. Again, I said yes (I’m a creature of habit, but at least Don has now known me long enough to know 
better). For a much more official recap, you can visit the Annual Conference website.

Because I can’t write this recap. I’m actually considering telling Don sorry, can’t help, don’t know where to start, please 
lose my number.

I cannot adequately describe the emotions I felt participating in something essentially Methodist, historically steeped in 
tradition, and yet so obviously larger than that. I cannot quite articulate the weight of being an official badged Member 
At-Large, brand-spanking-new to the Book of Reports and Rules of Order and the language of Motions and Seconds. I 
would get it wrong if I tried to tell you about amendments to the amendments or whether I meant to concur or nonconcur 
when I rose or stayed seated. I will oversimplify how it felt to be there for the first time, learning and listening and 
worshiping among those who have participated for years, decades, or more. 

I do WANT to give you details: the resolutions and discussions, the speeches that swayed and the preaching that moved, 
the missions and ministries that richly evidence God’s interest in our healing. I want to capture the beauty of being 
among clergy serving the United Methodist Church, either fresh out of seminary or for a lifetime. Of sitting with laity 
committed to their churches and the good work they do, while weathering uncertainties and strong opinion with hope and 
tenderness. I want to tell you about the gentle leadership and anointed authority of Bishop Wallace-Padgett, how we can 
trust her discernment and sensitivity to the Holy Spirit, and I want to force her to be best friends. I want to tell you about 
every minute at Lake Junaluska but that would take three days and I’d rather tell you over coffee. (Please invite me.)

To be sure, there is unrest in the United Methodist Church, made clearer to me at Annual Conference. There are shifts, 
pushes and pulls that are uncomfortable. I can’t possibly think that’s anything unique in our long history, but unrest 
nonetheless is present and asks for our prayerful attention. In many ways, this unrest reminds me not of discord and 
division, but of the Spirit of God hovering over the unformed waters, stirring anticipation for what may be new and hard 
but ultimately good. It reminds me of God’s tireless reconciliation, His delight in allowing us to work alongside Him, an 
unfolding of His Kingdom on Earth as it is in Heaven.

Having now been a small part of both the business and faith sides of the UMC, I’m grateful for our tried, tested traditions 
and confident in our faithfulness to follow where the Spirit leads. I’ve loved the glimpse into our thoughtful methodology, 
knowing our foundation isn’t in rules and motions but in relationship with God and with each other, the framework of our 
faith holding fast when life is hard and tragic and surprising.

The hope I have, even in the tension, is that we are a people of a dynamic faith with feet to go and hands to heal; 
stretching to meet us where we are, filling in where we are broken. We are a Church empowered by an active Holy Spirit, 
redeemed by a Christ of constant invitation, and called by an interested, involved God who never changes yet changes 
everything. The hope - the promise - is that we are a beloved part of God’s greatest work.

Pastor On Call After 
Hours & Weekends

Text or Call 865-888-0192

When there is a hospitalization, death in the 
family, or any time you may need urgent pastoral 

care when the church office is closed, we 
encourage you to text or call 865-888-0192 to 

reach the pastor on call.

ABOUT THE COVER PHOTO:
Impatiens and Lebelia in patriotic red, 

white and blue. 

If you would like to see one of your photos grace the 
cover of a future The Spirit, please email 
kathleen.bloom@fountaincityumc.org.



Brothers and sisters,

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

“You have the perfect face for radio.”

This comment was presented to me last month, and it took me a few minutes to 
get it. I hope you got it. I think we all have the perfect face for radio. But, 
one day in June, I was given an opportunity to travel into the kudzu jungle of 
Chapman Highway into a little place we call “South Knoxville.” 

I don’t travel that way often, but that day, I was intentional in my travel. I was invited to be a guest on Praise 
96.3 FM to talk about our Celebrate Recovery program and Fountain City UMC. This radio station recently 
added a weekly show called “The Fix Addiction Recovery Experience with Curtis Trotter.” This show is 
a blessing for Christians in the three counties it serves and a blessing for recovery communities. There 
was no hesitation in my voice when I was asked to participate in this broadcast which is on our YouTube 
channel (https://www.youtube.com/user/fcumc). I hope you 
will  listen and hear God work through the radio waves of South 
Knoxville! 

I learned a while ago that when God puts an opportunity in 
front of me, it is in my best interest to say yes. Even when it is 
something that I have never done before or something that makes 
me feel discomfort. An opportunity to not know what to do and 
feel uncomfortable is an opportunity for God to take the lead and 
for us to gain a deeper trust in Him. I am always inspired when someone says “yes” to God’s opportunity, and 
it is a blessing to watch them build trust and faith through the “yes.” I am inspired when all of you respond 
to God with a faithful yes, and I pray that we may see more opportunities to say “yes” in our church and 
community. When we respond to God with a “yes,” we can trust Him with the results. That is what faith is all 
about.
In view of God’s mercy,
Seth

 Youth & Young Adult Cookout
July 10, 2022 • 6:30-8:30 PM

All students from rising 6th graders to college students 
are invited to come to a cookout at church on Sunday, 
July 10 from 6:30-8:30 PM. In addition to meeting Dale,
our new Director of Student Ministries, we will have 
outdoor games such as corn hole, nine square, hide and 
seek, etc. If you have a fun outdoor game set, bring it! If 
you would like to help with food, please sign up on our 
website when you register to attend. We will meet inside 
if inclement weather occurs. Contact the church office at 
865-689-5175 with any questions. Don’t miss the fun!



FOUNTAIN KIDs                 FOUNTAIN LITTLES
God sent Jesus to show us the best way to be human but He 
knew we’d need help. He also sent us the Holy Spirit who 
helps us produce fruit that points others to Jesus. 

Life Apps are something that God is doing in you to change 
the world around you and we show the world what God 
is like when we demonstrate these ideas. We are helping 
kids and preteens discover what the Apostle Paul called the 
Fruit of the Spirit this month. When we show the Fruit of 
the Spirit, we make waves and show others who Jesus is. 

Week 1: Luke 10:25-37. The Religious leaders questioned 
Jesus about the sorts of people we should love and show 
kindness to. So, He told the familiar parable of the Good 
Samaritan. With this story, Jesus completely changed 
how people who follow Him should look at showing 
kindness to others – it’s not just for people we know or like, 
but for everyone we meet. 

Week 2: Matthew 5:14-16. Matthew records the Sermon 
on the Mount, where Jesus taught His followers what it 
looks like to live as part of God’s Kingdom. Jesus says we 
are like light in the darkness and salt to flavor food. We’re a 
city on a hill that points others to God. He gave us so much 
through Jesus. We can show others what God is like with 
how we act. 

Week 3: 1 Samuel 18-20 and 2 Samuel 9. We dive deeper 
into the amazing friendship between David and Jonathan. 
Jonathan was a faithful friend to David when King Saul 
chased David and tried to kill him. David was faithful 
to Jonathan and kept an important promise to care for 
Jonathan’s family. 

Week 4: Mark 10:13-16. Mark records a time when Jesus 
welcomed children, gave them his attention, and blessed 
them. Back then, no one thought very highly of children, 
and what Jesus did would have shocked the people 
watching. His gentleness to the children continues to be an 
important example of how we can make waves when we 
respond to others with gentleness. 

Week 5: We finish up our Make Waves series with James 
3:1-6. Our words have power. James uses practical images 
like a horse bit, a ship’s rudder, and a flame to show us just 
how powerful they are. They can hurt, or they can heal, and 
controlling them is almost impossible. Thankfully, we can 
count on the Holy Spirit to help us. We pray that kids begin 
to see they don’t need to do this all independently. God can 
help them show self-control.

Last month, we began teaching preschoolers that they can 
make waves that can change the world! July brings even 
more stories to teach our preschoolers how they can make 
waves with the help of Jesus. This month we will learn 
about kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and 
self-control. These can be tough to choose, but when Jesus 
is my friend forever, He can help me do everything. When 
they choose love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control, our preschoolers 
will make waves that can change the world!

Week 1 Story Focus: During week one, Jesus tells a story 
about a man who chose to show kindness to a hurt man 
even though their families did not get along. This man 
chose kindness, and now he will forever be known as the 
Good Samaritan. 

Week 2 Story Focus: We learn to choose goodness by 
helping others, sharing what we have, and saying kind 
words. These are wonderful ways we can show God’s 
goodness to the world. And, when we show God’s 
goodness, we shine like a light! 

Week 3 Story Focus: David shows us what a faithful friend 
looks like when he helps Jonathan’s family. David made a 
promise to Jonathan and chose to be faithful and keep that 
promise. 

Week 4 Story Focus: We get to see Jesus in action as He 
shows gentleness towards the children being brought to see 
Him. When Jesus sees the disciples telling the children to 
go away, He quickly tells them to stop and to let the little 
children come to Him. 

WEEK 5 Story Focus: We end this amazing journey 
through the fruit of the Spirit with self-control. Without 
self-control, it’s hard to choose any of the things we have 
talked about! But, when we choose self-control and say 
‘no’ to what we want and ‘yes’ to Jesus, Jesus can help us 
do everything!

Love, Miss Donna



 IN MEMORY & IN HONOR

GENERAL FUND
In Memory of Barbara Cravens by Karen Needy
In Honor of Craig Holtzclaw by Hap & Paula Minhinnett
In Honor of Tom & Emily Cloud by Hap & Paula Minhinnett

FOUNTAIN CITY MINISTRY CENTER
In Memory of Dick Todd by Tom Harrington, Mark Biagi,
 Karen Needy, Bill & Martha Routh, and Gary & Martha 
 Masterson
In Memory of Barbara Cravens by Gary & Martha 
 Masterson
 
THE JOURNEY
In Memory of Steve Ferguson by Gene & Mandy Patton,
 Open Door SS Class, Gary & Sandy Cannon, Bill & Janie
 Dempster, Larry & Mary Ann Dodson, Tim & Debbie
 Sharp, and Mary Ellen Whittaker

UMCOR UKRAINE
In Memory of Connie Russell by Tom Harrington

SLOAN SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Memory of Dick Todd by Tom & Emily Cloud

BOY SCOUT TROOP #55
In Memory of Bill Potts by Polly Kelly

WESLEY HOUSE WISE
In Memory of Steve Ferguson by Karen McKinney, John
 Taylor, Bill & Martha Routh, and Lynne Norris

KITCHEN FUND
In Memory of Marvin Holtzclaw by Tom Cloud
In Honor of Quincy Holtzclaw by Tom Cloud

 WE EXTEND OUR SYMPATHIES TO.......

Vicky Ferguson & family in the death of her husband, Steve Ferguson, on May 24, 2022.
Carol McBee & famliy in the death of her sister, Connie Russell, on May 24, 2022.
The family of Amber Adams in her death on May 21, 2022.
Susan Todd & family in the death of her husband, Dick Todd, on June 8, 2022.
The family of Debbie Gayk in her death on June 9, 2022.
Larry Acuff & family in the death of his wife, Charlotte Acuff, on June 17, 2022.

Our Church Family continues to grow! 
We certainly have a lot to celebrate as a congregation. 
Please join us in celebrating the following blessings!

The marriage of Katie Meade & Ethan Goforth on May 
28, 2022. Congratulations! The couple is at home in the
Dominican Republic. 

Jessica Hoffman joined our church family on May 29, 2022 
in the 11:00 AM Traditional Service. Welcome!

Christy Young joined our church family on June 5, 2022 in 
the 11:00 AM Traditional Service. Welcome!

Lexi McFadden was adopted by Kelly & Bart McFadden 
on June 7, 2022. Congratulations!

The marriage of Calloway Ferguson & Dalton Searcy 
on June 11, 2022. Congratulations! They are at home in 
Knoxville.

OUR PRESENCE
CELEBRATING WITH OUR CHURCH FAMILY

Fountain City United Methodist Church along 
with Central Baptist Church of Fountain City and 
Smithwood Baptist Church will join Operation 
Inasmuch United Knoxville to reach out to our 
community and the city through a variety of 
projects in a day of service. 

You will be able to register online in mid-July 
for projects in Fountain City or other areas of
Knoxville. We look forward to a day of service 
together!


