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Beep, Beep, Beep, Beep………
The alarm clock may be the most annoying thing in existence. The resistance to move, 
the soft, cool pillow, and the moments of snooze make the sound seem even more 
irritating. I’ve even been driven to play the dangerous game of hitting the “off” button. 
That game always has a loser, and somehow the alarm clock always makes it onto the 
leader board. Maybe the resistance comes more from the hustle and bustle of what 
happens after we arise from the sumptuous, cotton filled dreamland we call our beds. 

In our home, morning becomes a rat race of hyper children, unwilling children, and on occasion, 
children that are more like mortal remnants of the previous night’s hype of 8:30 p.m. bedtime. It puzzles me 
to think every child’s memory of morning routine is stolen from them in the night, leading to parental traffic 
control and unmedicated anxiety. Many mornings end with the need of a nap rather than the drive needed for the 
responsibilities of the day ahead. Mind you, it is only 7:30 a.m. It’s a nonstop, repeat flight, day after day, even on the 
weekends in the Charles house. Retirement seems so far away.

I’ve heard many suggest waking up early for some morning meditation or quiet time to help calm your mind and center 
yourself. Although I haven’t dedicated much effort to this task, I know me, and I know the snooze button very well. I say 
do what works best for you. When I do find time to be still and let God be God, it often leaves me wondering “did I miss 
anything today?” During my musical meditation time the other day, a song called “I’m Listening” made its way into the 
rotation. I had never listened to it. Ironic I know, but I was listening intently to the lyrics on this day.  

“I don’t wanna miss one word You speak, Cause everything You say is life to me.
I don’t wanna miss one word You speak, Quiet my heart, I’m listening”

My time on this day had me pondering the days of late and the busyness of a career in ministry and a large family where 
my presence is priority. The long, can’t remember who did what or who is responsible for what days. The days where you 
forget what day it actually is. The days that turn into weeks and months that fly by and then years that seem to disappear 
into hormones and talk of boyfriends, girlfriends, and teenage drama. 

The song continued to lyrically engage….
Your ways are higher, You know just what I need, I trust You, Jesus, You see what I cannot see.”

Oh, how life could be, if we listened intently for God’s voice in every situation of our lives. If everyone, everywhere, 
asked God to lead them in His higher ways and trust Jesus more than they trust themselves. Would we recognize a world 
like that? I ask these questions on a busy day that will come to an end soon. Another busy month will come and go before 
you know it. Another year of trying to listen in the midst of the chaos will pass. Throughout my journey, I have learned 
that every moment of every day gives us a new opportunity to change. We just have to make the choice to change and 
get our priorities in order. 

I pray that this new day may begin by asking God to help us be desperate for His voice. To help us slow down and be 
present in our lives, in our marriages, and in our families. To focus on what really matters and to not miss a thing that 
God wants to tell us this year!

“God, everything you say is life to me, oh I don’t want to miss one word You speak”

In view of God’s mercy,
Seth Charles,
Director of Recovery Ministry



OUR GIFTS:  
WEEKLY OFFERING
Nov 15-21           $17,272.00 
Nov 22-28           $12,284.00 
Nov 29-Dec 5     $39,831.03
Dec 6-12             $27,351.02
             

 

 
FAITH PROMISE

Faith Promise Sunday will 
be January 23. Please 
mail your check to the 
church office or go to 

www.fountaincityumc.org 
and click on “GIVE” to 
make your commitment.

PRAYERS, PRESENCE, GIFTS,  

SERVICE, and Witness

Bishop Wallace-Padgett invites us to join her 
Read Together initiative which challenges us 
to read through the Bible in one year beginning 
on January 1, 2022. “Reading the Bible 
together will build upon the current daily 
devotion that has been a Holston Conference 
practice in recent years. Persons will have the 
opportunity to sign up to receive the scripture 
reading for the day just as persons currently 
receive the daily devotion. In addition, instead of a 
devotion in 2022, a Facebook page will be dedicated 
to receiving insights, thoughts, and discussion about 
the daily readings. While we will be reading the Bible 
through the year from cover-to-cover, each week 
persons will read from the Gospel, Law, History, 
Psalms, Poetry, Prophecy, and the Epistles. A 
detailed reading list will be made available upon 
registering for Read Together.” If you are not already 
a subscriber to the “Daily Devotionals” and would 
like to receive the daily “Read Together” email, 
subscribe at http://holston-email.brtapp.com/
subscribe. 

INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY

If Knox County Schools are closed for weather related 
concerns, all activities and meetings will be cancelled. 
Cancellations of all worship services and weekend activities 
resulting from inclement weather will be made at the church’s 
discretion. Notifications and updates will be posted on social 
media, Realm, email, and on WATE-TV by 7:00 a.m. In 
addition, please use caution as our parking lots and sidewalks 
will not be cleared in time for morning activities if we have 
snow or ice overnight. In the unlikely event that we must 
cancel worship, please join us for worship online on our 
Facebook pages or on our YouTube channel.

A NOTE FROM DANIEL DOUBLEDAY
For nearly eight years, Faith and I have had the joy and honor of walking with your students and 
helping them explore their faith. We are incredibly thankful for the time that we have had with you 
and your students.

For some time, God has been tugging at us and letting us know that he has other things in store 
for us, and for your students. It’s something that we have struggled with and fought against, 
because we truly love your kids and FCUMC. We kept finding reasons to say, “may-
be after this mission trip,” or “maybe after this time of year,” but the reality is that it 
is never an easy time to say goodbye. However, that is where we find ourselves today. 

We don’t fully know where our path is taking us, but we do trust that God has one for us, and that the first step on that path is, 
sadly, away from FCUMC. We’ve shed a great deal of tears over that step, but we know it is the right one for us, for the youth, 
and for the church.  We believe that as God calls us away, He is calling someone else in. 

We know you will love on that person as much you have loved on us. We believe that person will help build a strong vision 
and direction for the youth program along with the great volunteers and our dedicated students. There are good things in store 
for the FCUMC Student Ministry!

Thank you. Thank you for trusting your kids with us. Thank you for being a congregation that we could trust our kids with. 
Thank you for your support and your prayers. Thank you for loving us. Thank you for the past eight years.

-Daniel, Faith, & Kids



We are excited to announce our new 
Wednesday night schedule beginning on 
January 12, 2022. There are many opportunities to 
choose from this semester and we are confident that 
you will find programming that interests you! 

5:30 p.m. Fellowship Meal  
(Doors open at 5:00 p.m.)
Join us each Wednesday evening in the Gym 
for great food and fellowship! Our menus 
include a main entrée, a gluten free offering, and 
a kids’ meal. Sides, desserts and beverages are 
included. Register each week on Realm or by 
visiting our website at www.fountaincityumc.org.

6:30 p.m. Programming
Register for these classes in Realm 

This Strange & Sacred Scripture Course 
(January 12-February 16 • 6:30 p.m.-7:50 p.m.) 
This six-week course offers strategies for reading 
and responding to the Old Testament in ways that 
are both faithful and constructive. Emphasis will be 
placed on how this sacred text, despite its oddities, can 
inform Christian faith and practice today. Dr. Ryan 
Bonfiglio is the instructor and taught at Columbia 
Theological Seminary and is the director of the 
TheoEd Talks speaker series and chair of the 
Metaphor Theory and Hebrew Bible Program Unit 
at the Society of Biblical Literature. FCUMC is a 
hub site hosting this online series so that it may be 
conducted in a group setting.

Starting Point 
(January 12-March 9 • 6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.)
This series was so popular last semester, we are 
offering it again! Do you have doubts? Do you have 
hard questions about your faith? Do you need a 
refresher on what we as Christians believe? Come to 
Starting Point, an eight-week course about the hard 
questions of faith. 

Foundations Adult Confirmation Class 
(January 12-March 23 • 6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.)
Are you new to our church and don’t know much 
about what makes us Methodists? Or have you been 
a Methodist your entire life and are still uncertain 
about our faith? If the answer is yes, this class is for 
you. Pastor Chase will lead this class and invites all 
interested to sign up!

GriefShare 
(January 12-April 13 • 6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.) 
It hurts to lose someone. Find help at GriefShare, 
a friendly, caring group of people who will walk 
alongside you through one of life’s most difficult 
experiences. You don’t have to go through the 
grieving process alone. There will be a morning 
session on Wednesdays as well. 

Fountain Kids 
This semester, Fountain Kids K-5th will explore 
the Seven I Am statements of Jesus and the seven 
miracles from the Book of John through interactive 
activities, arts, storytelling and media.

Youth Group 
Our Youth Group will continue to meet on 
Wednesday nights following the fellowship meal 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. in Old Fellowship Hall.

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS

NOTE: There will be no programming on March 2 as we celebrate Ash Wednesday with an evening 
worship service, March 16 during Knox County Schools’ spring break and on April 13 as we celebrate 
Holy Wednesday. 

Welcome Maddie Crickenberger As Our Youth Ministry Interim
We are pleased to announce that we have a highly qualified and faithfully grounded candidate to fill our Youth 
Ministry Interim position. In addition to holding a Masters’s Degree in teaching and having five years of 
experience as a teacher working in diverse settings, Maddie also has experience working in a large church, has 
an impressive track record of growing youth ministry, and has been volunteering with our youth ministry since 
July. Please join in welcoming Maddie to our team!
 



Pastor On Call After Hours & Weekends
Text or Call 865-888-0192

When there is a hospitalization, a death in the 
family, or any other time you may need urgent 
pastoral care when the church office is closed,
we encourage you to text or call 865-888-0192

to reach the pastor on call.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE FOR SUNDAYS 
IN JANUARY

8:30 a.m.: Traditional in the Sanctuary 
9:45 a.m.: The Journey in the Gym

9:45 a.m.: Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.: Traditional in the Sanctuary

11:00 a.m.: Fountain Kids Bible Experience in Room 212
11:00 a.m.: Thrive Small Groups in 135 & 137

        
Another new year and another list of goals for us to eventually leave 
unaccomplished. Much like the rest of you, I often find myself making 
new year promises to myself that I will eat better, work out more, 
and lose some weight – only for me to finish the year doing the exact 
opposite. What I hope we all have come to know in time is that there is 
no shame in that. God is not looking down upon us basing our salvation 
upon our waistlines or the amount of exercise we are doing. That is just 
simply not how this whole Christianity thing works. 

However, the idea of a New Year’s resolution, when tied not to health 
goals but spiritual growth, is an idea that is deeply Methodist. John 
and Charles Wesley founded our denomination on the principle that the 
strict five-point Calvinism of their own era was leading to a spiritual 
complacency that left Christians unfulfilled and wasting a grace from 
God that is free but certainly not cheap. For the Wesleys, true faith, 
that took seriously God’s free gift of grace, pushed Christians to 
constantly strive to be better, more spiritually fulfilled versions of 

themselves. Through methodical practices such as Holy Communion, constant prayer and spiritual discipline, 
and a radical generosity to the poor and lowly – including those in prison and those who were enslaved in what 
they saw as the most brutal of human institutions – John and Charles Wesley were calling the Christians of their 
day to wake up from their spiritual slumbers and strive to be like Christ. 

As we enter into 2022, I want us to put aside the silly resolutions we try to force upon ourselves and fail to 
live out. Instead, let’s pick up the spiritual mantle through the grace of our God, which can sustain us in all. I 
challenge each and every one of you to lean into that grace and strive towards the holiness that John and 
Charles Wesley preached. Here is my New Year’s Resolution for all of you and myself: Take communion 
often. Pray constantly and seek out new spiritual disciplines. Give freely to all those who ask of you. Strive for 
a perfect Christian love, even if it seems out of your reach. Forget the weight loss, and let’s all try to be more 
like Christ this year. Amen.   - Pastor Chase

DIGITAL EDITION OF 
THE SPIRIT AVAILABLE

Would you like to opt out of receiving the print 
edition of The Spirit monthly newsletter and see it 
digitally instead? It is available online through our 
weekly E-Spirit as well as on our website at www.
fountaincityumc.org. Please email us at spirit@
fountaincityumc.org to update your preference. 

NEW CHURCH
OFFICE HOURS

MONDAY-FRIDAY
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.



January 21-23, 2022
LeConte Center

Pigeon Forge, TN

Resurrection is an awesome annual event of worship 
and spiritual growth for youth and youth mentors. Each 
year over 12,000 come together in Pigeon Forge to 
celebrate the God of The Resurrection. Through 
inspirational words and music led by nationally-known 
speakers and musicians, young people encounter the Lord 
in new and deeper ways.

Resurrection is hosted by the youth ministry of the 
Holston Conference. Although Resurrection has become 
a large gathering over its 30-year history, the focus of 
the event has remained constant: the individual young 
person and his/her response to Jesus Christ. 

Resurrection 2022 will have Covid protocols in place in an 
effort to mitigate risks as much as possible. 
• Masks will be required for all attendees.
• Groups will sit together, distanced from other groups
• Attendees must stay in the seats. No one will be  
       allowed to come to the stage area during the sessions.
       
The cost per student is $115. There is a 
discount for families with multiple students and 
partial and full scholarships are available! The 
full balance is due January 23rd.

Resurrection testifies to the common experience of Jesus 
Christ’s living Lordship that binds all believers into one.

OUR PRESENCE
CELEBRATING WITH OUR CHURCH FAMILY

Our Church Family continues to grow! 
We certainly have a lot to celebrate as a 

congregation. Please join us in celebrating 
the following blessings with us.

Fall 2021 Confirmation Class • December 8, 2021
• Lucky Vincent Bello*, son of Shannon & Rodney Dyer and 
   John Bello
• McKenlee M. Boren*, granddaughter of Lisa & Eddie Woods 
• Max Christopher Castleberry, son of Betsy & Chris  
    Castleberry
• Braeden John Kercher*, son of Tracie & Kevin Kercher
• Amanda Marissa Laine, daughter of Erin & Dan Laine
• James Wylder Lee, son of Krista & Bryan Lee
• Jackson Daniel Lore, son of Allison & Dan Lore
• Lily Abigail Powell, daughter of Amie & Matt Powell
• Karsen Ansley Taylor, daughter of Debby & Mark Taylor
• James William Underwood, son of Dana & Keith  
    Underwood
• Macie Kaylyn Wolfe, daughter of Angie & Homer Wolfe
Buzzy & Eddy Freeman, mentors

Baptisms (some are indicated in other sections with an *)
Rylee & Harper McCarter, daughters of Christine & Andrea 
McCarter in 9:45 Journey on November 7, 2021

New Members
• Elaine Grape in 11:00 a.m. Traditional September 19, 2021
• Libby Magill in 8:30 a.m. Traditional October 10, 2021
• Roy Ditmore in 11:00 a.m. Traditional on October 17, 2021
• Elyse Hawkins* in Celebrate Recovery on October 19, 2021
• Jim Marshall & Mark Murphy in Starting Point on
    November 3, 2021
• A.J. & Michelle Lewis in 8:30 a.m. Traditional November 7,
   2021
• Christine & Kennedy McCarter in 9:45 a.m. The Journey on 
   November 7, 2021
• Dustin Jones in 9:45 a.m. The Journey November 14, 2021
• Shannon* & Rodney* Dyer in Confirmation Service on
   December 8, 2021

December 2021 Graduations
• Hayley Edwards from Mississippi State University
• Todd Graves from the University of Tennessee Knoxville

Births
• Jett Leach, son of Becca Jackson-Leach & Justin Leach on  
   October 27, 2021
• Madison Jane Lewis, daughter of Michelle & A.J. 
   Lewis on November 26, 2021

Marriages
• Avery Vowell & Andrew Charles on August 28, 2021
• Lindsey Goodin & Chase Ferrell on November 7, 2021

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Tim Brown (865) 599-3429

Tom Harrington (865) 687-9460 
prayer@fountaincityumc.org

STEPHEN MINISTRY
Gail Clift  (865) 922-9408

Stephen Ministers are congregation members trained 
by their Stephen Leaders to offer care to people who 
are hurting. They provide high-quality, one-to-one, 
Christ-centered care to people in our congregation 
and the community experiencing life difficulties.



FOUNTAIN KIDs                  FOUNTAIN LITTLES
January Life Application: Self Control
 
In January, Fountain Kids will learn about self-control.   
As we follow Jesus throughout our lives, the Holy Spirit 
transforms us and helps us live more like Jesus. We can 
follow His example and choose to do what we should do 
instead of what we want to do. The Holy Spirit can give us 
the power and wisdom to show self-control.
 
Week 1: Luke 4:1-13. After Jesus’ baptism, He went to the 
wilderness to fast and spend time with God and prepare 
for ministry. While Jesus was in the wilderness, the Devil 
tempted Him. Even though Jesus was tired and hungry, 
he used what He knew from Scripture to fend off  
temptation. Bottom Line: Be ready to do the right thing.
 
Week 2: Proverbs 25:28. Solomon uses the idea of giant 
city walls keeping people safe as an example of living with 
self-control. Kids will discover why ancient city walls are 
a perfect picture of how self-control can help us. Bottom 
Line: Losing control can cause trouble.
 
Week 3: 1 Samuel 24. David is anointed the next king of 
Israel, but King Saul is out to get David. On the run from 
King Saul, David finds the perfect opportunity to take out 
King Saul but realized that was not what God wanted for 
him. He didn’t let anger control his  actions. Bottom Line: 
Don’t be controlled by your anger.
 
Week 4:  Proverbs 12:18. Solomon talks about the power of 
our words. We want kids to learn that by choosing the right 
words in a difficult situation, those words can bring healing 
to the situation. Bottom Line: Think before you speak.
 
Week 5: Proverbs 25:16. Kids find out what happens 
when we indulge and eat too much. This proverb isn’t just 
about how much we eat. Kids will learn that too much of 
anything, even if it’s a good thing, can have serious 
consequences. Bottom Line: Know when to stop.

Love, Miss Donna

A great storyteller can pull you in and make you forget 
everything else going on. They make you feel empathy and 
conviction for things that really matter. Life lessons are 
revealed and you walk away wanting to change and just be 
a better human. Jesus is that kind of storyteller and there 
is nothing better than Story Time with Him. When Jesus 
starts talking, it’s time to listen. Because, Jesus teaches us 
important things.

WEEK 1 Story Focus: Jesus teaches us God loves us 
no matter what. The older our preschoolers get, the more 
valuable this lesson will become. Jesus teaches us about 
God’s love through the story of the prodigal son. The father 
and son in this story give us a beautiful picture of God’s 
unchanging love for us.

 WEEK 2 Story Focus: Jesus teaches us we are important 
to God much like sheep are important to a shepherd. They 
care for them, protect them, feed them, and even go looking 
for them when they are lost. 

WEEK 3 Story Focus: Jesus teaches us we can share 
our stuff. Jesus could have just told us, “Hey, share your 
stuff.” But instead, He tells a story of a man with big barns 
filled with food, deciding to build bigger barns to store all 
of his leftovers. Jesus teaches us not to hoard things, but to 
share them.

WEEK 4 Story Focus: Jesus teaches us to help others. 
Knowing that His audience had a hard time accepting all 
people, Jesus tells the story of the Good Samaritan. This 
man whom people did not think would do the right thing, is 
the only one who stops to help an injured man. We can help 
everyone, even those who are different than us. 

WEEK 5 Story Focus: Jesus teaches us how to live. 
Jesus uses the house built on a rock to teach us that 
wisdom is always the best foundation for life. Bad weather 
can come and go and nothing will wash away when you 
have built a foundation of wisdom. 

I love my Fountain Littles, Miss Jenny

It’s that time of year again! DJ Tara will once again join us for this special 
father-daughter experience. Tickets are $10 per father/father figure and $5 
per daughter. This is one of the biggest fundraisers for our Fountain Kids 
ministry! Everyone is invited so share with your friends, your family, your neighbors, 
and your coworkers! All ages are encouraged to celebrate the special 
relationship between fathers and daughters! For more information, please 
email donna.lewis@fountaincityumc.org. Register using this QR Code or on 

our website at www.fountainncity umc.org.



 IN MEMORY & IN HONOR

GENERAL FUND
In Memory of Charlie Durham by Polly Kelly, Jerry & Patricia
 Julian, Jim & Ann Ward, Rudy & Carol McBee, Phil & Beth 
 Ellis, Jerry & Patricia Wrinkle, R.B. & Susan Schumpert, Bob &
 Vicki Kalonick, Richard Foster, Carr, Riggs & Ingram LLC, 
 Janie Cassell, David & Mary Ann Carringer, Gail Connally, Your 
 Centriworks Family, and Rex & Patsy Ownby
In Memory of Jack Thacker by Gary Adams
In Memory of Sarah Stevens by R.B. & Susan Schumpert
In Memory of Beverly Slocum by Ethel Carden, Karen Needy, 
 Mary Emma Scott, and Levoy & Teresa Knowles

MUSIC MINISTRY
In Honor of Charles & Kathy Harrington by Rick Harrington
In Honor of Charles & Kathy Harrington by Tom Harrington
In Honor of Leslie Hill by Pat Satterfield
In Memory of Joan Griffey by Jerry Griffey & Family
In Memory of Beverly Slocum by Tom & Emily Cloud
In Memory of Marvin Holtzclaw by Rob & Deb White
In Honor of Patty McMahon by Whobodies SS Class

FAITH PROMISE FOR MISSIONS
In Memory of Beverly Slocum by Tom Harrington, and Polly 
 Kelly

FOUNTAIN CITY MINISTRY CENTER
In Memory of Charlie Durham by Tom Harrington
In Memory of Rev. Gordon & Elizabeth Sterchi by Tom Harrington
In Memory of Paula Tiller by Rudy & Carol McBee

PRESCHOOL
In Honor of Quincy Holtzclaw by Rob & Deb White

SCHOLARSHIP
In Honor of Edwin Griffin by Mark Biagi
In Honor of Charlie Durham by Mark Biagi

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
In Honor of Leslie Hill by Bill & Martha Routh
In Honor of Stephanie Wayland by Bill & Martha Routh
In Honor of Kim Meade by Bill & Martha Routh
In Honor of Jean Payne by Bill & Martha Routh

  OUR SYMPATHIES
We extend our sympathy to Paul Makres & family in the death of his mother, Billye Lynn Makres, on November 16, 2021.
We extend our sympathy to the family of Beverly Slocum in her death on November 26, 2021.
We extend our sympthy to Amie Powell & family in the death of her father, Anthony Barbone, on December 7, 2021.

COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP  ON SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THE WELCOME CENTER

You are invited to join your church family each Sunday for coffee and 
fellowship before or after worship! Stop by the Welcome Center from 8:15 
a.m.-11:15 a.m. and let us bless you! See you Sunday!

 

HELP GREET OTHERS ON SUNDAY MORNINGS

“Welcome to Church!” 

What a powerful statement to hear as you walk through the doors of FCUMC 
on Sunday mornings! We want you to be the first face that people see when they 
walk through those doors. We want you to be the first one to say “Welcome to 
Church”.

Our church has an opportunity for you to be that face and that voice on Sunday mornings! Would you 
consider signing up for a short period of serving God through the doors of Fountain City UMC? If that person is you, 
please contact Rebecca Ankeny (ladyankeny@gmail.com) or Seth Charles (seth.charles@fountaincityumc.org). You 
can also call the church office at 865-689-5175 or sign up on Realm. We would love to have you serve beside us and 
welcome people to church with us!

“Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.”- Romans 15:7


