Our situation continues to evolve rapidly. For the most current information, please visit
our website at www.fountaincityumc.org or call the church office at (865) 689-5175.
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PASTOR,
CORNERED
A NOTE
FROM TOM

The late country music singer/songwriter, Merle Haggard, composed
the song, “If We Make It Through December (everything’s gonna be
all right I know).” Although he was writing about a personal struggle,
the lyrics remind all of us of the specific challenges of this past
December, indeed practically all of 2020. The New Year’s ball in
Times Square can’t drop fast enough as far as I’m concerned.

It’s almost as if we are in an extended cultural Advent right now.
Along with the whole world, we are waiting. Waiting for the COVID
vaccine to start making an impact, waiting on everyone to take more
personal responsibility to protect those around them, waiting on
the resumption of the normal in sports, including the 2020 Olympics which will be held in 2021. It’s an
understatement to say that time has been turned on its head.
Let’s think about what time really is, though, in the grand scheme of things. We can’t really save it or
produce it. We can only use the present moment to do our best to make a difference. History records the
past, and some say that they have the ability of looking into a crystal ball to forecast the future. But when
it comes to things of God, what is time to the Eternal?
The poet of Ecclesiastes reminds us that to everything there is a season…a time for every matter under
heaven. Whether we’re just making it through December or hoping to make it to the other side of the
pandemic, I trust that we will remember that God holds all time and that God holds us. May Bethlehem’s
Christmas star and the revelation that compelled the magi of Epiphany be what guides us as we allow
Jesus Christ to be born & grow in us in all of our days ahead.
Peace of Christ, Tom

OUR GIFTS
WEEKLY OFFERING
Nov 16-22
$31,734.00
Nov 23-29
$14,925.00
Nov 30-Dec 6 $26,006.35
Dec 7-13
$46,468.23

PRAYERS, PRESENCE, GIFTS,
SERVICE, and Witness

OUR SYMPATHIES
We extend our sympathy to Bill Routh and family in the death of his
brother, Gregory Eugene Routh, on November 12.
We extend our sympathy to Wendy Hammonds and family in the
death of her father, Gary Gene Gouffon, on November 30.
We extend our sympathy to Stuart Mitchell and family in the death
of his brother, William T. “Billy” Mitchell, on December 14.
We extend our sympathy to Susan Jennings and family in the
death of her husband, Frank T. Jennings, Jr, on December 15.

FAITH PROMISE

Faith Promise Sunday
will be January 24. Please
mail your check to the
church office or go to
www.fountaincityumc.org
and click on “GIVE ONLINE”
on our homepage to make
your commitment.

ABOUT THE COVER PHOTO:
White carnations suggest pure love and good luck, while red ones
symbolize love and admiration. This beautiful blossom offers both of
these. If you’d like to see one of your photos grace the cover of a future The
Spirit newsletter, please email kathleen.bloom@fountaincityumc.org.

indoor In-person Worship

Please join us for our online worship services:
View worship for Traditional and The Journey
at www.fountaincityumc.org/worship-online
On this FCUMC website page, there is a link to our YouTube
Channel where you can view worship and informational videos.
While you are there, please subscribe to our YouTube channel!
View worship for Celebrate Recovery North at
www.facebook.com/CRNorthKnox
Please follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter!

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS FOR JANUARY
Our office staff is working remotely
during the following hours in January:
Monday-Thursday: 8:30am-5:00pm
(closed for lunch from 12:00-1:00pm)
Friday: 8:30am-12:oopm
Your calls to the church office phone number will be
answered during the hours listed above. To contact staff
members directly, please email them. You can find staff
emails on Realm or on our website under the Who We
Are menu on our home page. If you need to meet with a
staff member in person, please make an appointment
directly with that staff member.

STEPHEN MINISTRY
Gail Clift
(865) 922-9408

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Tim Brown
(865) 599-3429
Tom Harrington
(865) 687-9460

EMERGENCY ON CALL
Jan. 1-3: Kristen Burkhart
(865) 357-6354
Jan. 8-10: Tom Ballard
(423) 585-7054
Jan.15-17: Kristen Burkhart
(865) 357-6354
Jan. 22-24: Tom Ballard
(423) 585-7054
Jan. 29-31: Kristen Burkhart
(865) 357-6354

(Please call. Do not text.)

We will continue to monitor COVID-19
cases in our area to determine when
indoor in-person worship will resume. The
core consideration is John Wesley’s directive to Do No Harm. School
closures in the neighborhoods serviced by
the church, hospital and ICU capacity in
the area, active cases in the
congregation, and the overall trend of
COVID-19 cases in the region are major
factors in our decision making.
We will keep you updated on our
website, through social media, and through
our weekly E-Spirit. Please visit www.
fountaincityumc.org for the latest
information available. Thank you for your
continued faithful support of Fountain
City United Methodist Church.

Traditional Worship

It’s safe to say that none of us will miss 2020.
However, there was a bright spot last year at
Fountain City United Methodist Church as our
online presence grew! We managed to stay
connected with each other through technology and
that didn’t happen on its own. We want to introduce
the individuals who have been responsible for the
audio and video recordings of our worship services,
as well as our tech savvy leaders who put everything
in place so that you could view it on our website,
our Facebook page, and our YouTube channel. We
are grateful to these gentlemen who created a
virtual bridge between Fountain City UMC and
church members throughout 2020.
Dan Cocke serves at FCUMC in numerous ways
including as SPRC Chair and as a Church Council
member. He also plays a
large role in getting our
Traditional Worship online
for your viewing. Dan has
been invaluable in getting
our YouTube channel up to
date and uploading worship
videos so that they can be
shared across our platforms.
Dan would like to take
this opportunity to thank
Dan Cocke
David Hueser and Greg
Smith for their audio and video contributions to the
Traditional worship services, especially throughout
2020.

Greg Smith has been
attending FCUMC since
he was born 66 years ago.
He was recruited in high
school for a small touring
group of choir members
which required an audio
mixing console, multiple
speakers, microphones
and lots of cabling as
well as a tech team to
manage the equipment.
Later, the audio system
in the Sanctuary was

Greg Smith

upgraded. George Taylor,
who had been running the existing sound system,
retired from his volunteer duties and David Hueser,
Craig Holtzclaw and Greg Smith took over operating
the new sound system.
In the late 1990’s, Rev. Pete Rowlett approached
them about videotaping the services. They began
with a single camcorder which has developed into a
multi-camera system with duplication capabilities,
beginning the current video distribution ministry to
homebound church members. They started with VHS
tapes and moved to DVDs which they continue to
duplicate and distribute each week with delivery help
from Tom and Rick Harrington.
The events of this year have forced the church to
invest in hi-definition video network streaming
equipment. However, not every church member has
internet access so they continue to duplicate and
distribute DVDs each week.
After graduating from The University of Tennessee,
Greg worked for Circuit City for twenty years
before moving to custom audio/video installation
which has exploded into whole house audio/
video and so much more. With all of the knowledge
he has gained over the years, Greg enjoys giving back
what he considers God given talents in support of his
church.

The Journey Worship
Mark Seals, Director of The Journey, wears many
hats at FCUMC. In addition to his duties at The
Journey services, Mark
produces all of the videos
for Monday Moments,
Video Updates from our
pastors, Fountain Kids
Videos featuring Miss
Donna and Miss Jenny,
and videos of our special
events such as Come
Mark Seals
Home To Bethlehem. Mark
is constantly examining each experience and
looking for new ways to improve our connectivity
with the congregation through technology. And he
has great help with audio and video production at
The Journey services in Jeremy Stewart and Craig
Grantham!

Craig Grantham is an electrical engineer by
training. His first job after college was in
television design. While he had always been a
photography and video enthusiast, digital imaging
became his passion and obsession for the last 30
years. Craig met Mark Seals when his family first
came to FCUMC and they were part of the same
small group.

However, Faith Methodist
opened near his home about
this time and they started
attending there. Craig headed
up a video ministry at Faith
to distribute podcasts of
the services as part of their
outreach ministry. When
Faith UMC closed its doors
in 2015, Craig and his
Craig Grantham
Jeremy Stewart has attended FCUMC with his wife family re-discovered FCUMC’s
for about three years. For the last two years, he The Journey. It felt like coming home to them and
has assisted with audio recording at The Journey Craig was given the opportunity to work with
Worship services. Jeremy the A/V team. Later, he was approached by John
would like to thank Mark Gargis about serving on the A/V team for Celebrate
Seals for giving him the Recovery as well. Craig had been part of those
opportunity to learn this services for about 4 years when the pandemic hit,
new technology. Jeremy and feels privileged to work with Mark putting
was an eager learner as he together a bootstrap streaming system to stay in
has always enjoyed audio. contact with church members.
He began by installing
audio equipment in cars, “It’s been a blessing to be part of this ministry,
Jeremy Stewart
motorcycles, and ATVs as a to help our pastors and congregation worship
hobby in Mississippi. Jeremy says, “I love what I do together, even if we can’t do it in person right now”
and thank God for the knowledge and the talent for Craig says. “I hope that watching these services will
what I can and am doing in His name.”
help those needing it, to find some joy and hope in
these scary times.”
The Audio/Video
Production Crew
in Action
at The Journey

FOUNTAIN KIDS
January 2021 Bible Experience
Life App: Rules for Life - Play Well & Finish Strong
The psalmist wrote, the earth is the Lord’s, and
everything in it (NIrV). God is the author of creation,
and God has entrusted us to care for and cultivate it.
We do that by taking responsibility. From the work we
need to accomplish to people we meet to the words we
use; life is filled with moments where we can decide to
reflect God’s character, take responsibility, and use
what we have wisely. When we follow through and do
what needs to be done, we can point others to Jesus,
the One who took the ultimate responsibility for us
and made it possible for us to be with God forever.

January Week 5: We finish the month with something
Paul wrote in Ephesians 4:29. Paul writes, don’t let any
evil talk come out of your mouths. Say only what will
help to build others up and meet their needs (NIrV).
Our words have power to help or hurt others. When
it comes to our rules for life, what we say and how we
speak matters.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Fountain Kids Back to Zoom Party Wednesday,
January 6 at 6:30 p.m. Parents will receive Zoom
invitations on January 4. We can’t wait!

January Week 1: We kick off the New Year in Matthew
22:36-40. The religious leaders were always trying to
trap Jesus with His own words. This moment was no
different. They asked Jesus, of hundreds of laws they
were to follow, which were the most important. Jesus
simplified everything, and made love the top priority.
The most important responsibility is to love God, and
love your neighbor as you love yourself.
January Week 2: In week two, we head to Luke 12:13-21
for a parable where Jesus spoke about a rich man who
was focused on the wrong thing. As a successful
farmer, his land produced a large amount of crops. He
decided to build bigger and bigger barns to collect it
all. He might have had a lot for himself, but he failed
to think about how he could have helped the people
around him.
January Week 3: For week three, we take a closer
look at Proverbs 6:6-8. Think about the ant! Consider
its ways and be wise (NIrV)! God created ants to take
responsibility and work hard storing up for the
winter months. We can look to them as an example, as
we take responsibility and work hard.
January Week 4: We discover another one of Jesus’
parables found in Matthew 25:14-30. A businessman
went on a journey and left three of his workers in charge
of some of his money. Two of the workers turned a
profit while the third buried his portion, did nothing
with it, wasted his opportunity for growth, and ended
up having it taken away.

For more details
check out our website:
WWW.FOUNTAINCITYUMC.ORG

FOOD DRIVE FOR
FOUNTAIN CITY MINISTRY CENTER

January is always a lean month at FCMC and the need
is huge. Fountain Kids usually does the Kids Can
Food Drive during Lent; however, this year we feel
we should move our food drive to January to meet
immediate needs. When you drop by church for your
communion elements on Wednesday, January 6 from
5:30-7:30 pm or Thursday, January 7 from 10 am-noon
at Door 5 on Fountain Road, please bring food items
for donation to FCMC!
We will be boxing the food items outside and taking
them directly to the Ministry Center. Foods needed
include canned soup, macaroni and cheese, peanut
butter, and saltine crackers. Thank you for doing
your part to help the Fountain City Ministry Center
feed our neighbors!

KRISTEN’S CORNER

Rev. Dr. Kristen Burkhart, Associate Pastor of Discipleship
STAR WORDS
Good News! It is time for communion to start off the New Year of 2021. FCUMC invites
you to join us live, by video or in person (if we are able to meet), for Holy Communion
on January 10 in both Traditional and The Journey Worship Services. You can pick up
your communion elements from the church on Wednesday, January 6 from 5:307:30pm (hosted by the Youth) or Thursday, January 7 from 10am-noon (hosted by Fountain Kids). With your
communion elements, you will receive a little surprise and a star word!
What is a star word? It is a gift written on a star to help us celebrate Epiphany, when the wise men who
traveled great distances to offer their gifts to the newborn Christ-child were following a star. They received God’s
gift, then offered their gifts to God. We offer a star word to commemorate the arrival of the wise men and their
offerings. As we commemorate the arrival of the wise men and remember their offerings, we delight in the
opportunity to support our community and receive a word.
Fountain Kids is hosting a canned food drive for Fountain City Ministry Center on January 6 & 7. You can drop
off your donations as you pick up your communion elements and the gift of a star word at Door 5 on Fountain
Road. Details on the food drive can be found in the Fountain Kids section of this newsletter.
Everyone who receives a star gift is encouraged to take it home and hang it up where you are sure to see it every
day. It may be on your bathroom mirror or next to your computer screen. I encourage you to look up the
definition of your word and then look up scriptures that relate to it and use those throughout the year as stars to
guide your quiet time with God.
Remember:
1. Luke 2:8 - Shepherds are watching the sheep by night.
Sometimes we feel as if we are in the dark but God is present and guides us with his direction like he did the
shepherds. Maybe your star word is a word of direction and discernment.
2. Matthew 2:1-2 - The wisemen see the star and travel to pay homage to the Christ child.
During this new year, how can we pay homage to the Christ child with our prayers, presence, gifts,
service, and witness? Maybe your star word is a confirmation of how you pay homage to Jesus or how you
should pay homage this year.
3. Matthew 2:9-10 - The wisemen were overwhelmed with Joy upon seeing the Emmanuel (God with us).
Maybe your star word is a way to see Joy in the renewing strength that God is with us in good times and in bad.
4. Luke 2:19 - Mary pondered these things in her heart.
Maybe we should ponder these words in our hearts and let them guide us as we seek to be disciples of Christ.
My star word last year was “contentment”. When I received it, I was
offended, seriously I am content. Wait, let me ponder this. I am
always on the move, always waiting for the next mountain or
valley, preparing and planning. Well, okay, maybe I am not content. So,
I began a long journey of seeking to be content in my Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ in 2020, even in the midst of all the changes and adaptions. I will take a new star word and see what it is but I will also keep
my old one as I continue to ponder these things and seek to be a disciple of Jesus. May your star word guide you, renew you, strengthen you,
change you, affirm you, and sustain you in 2021.
God Bless, Pastor Kristen

IN MEMORY & IN HONOR
GENERAL FUND
In Memory of Ruth Bryan by Gordon and Nancy Ridenour,
Fred and Billie Graves, and Ethel Carden
In Honor of the FCUMC Staff by Kathryn Paden
In Memory of Gene Payne by Elaine Wilson
In Honor of Janie Cassell by Mary Emma Scott
In Honor of Clint, Katie, Agnes, Caroline & Leonard Paden by
Ralph & Tracey Paden
In Honor of Kathryn Paden & Patricia Paden by Ralph &
Tracey Paden
In Memory of Ray Paden by Dolores Smith
In Memory of June Cannon by Dolores Smith
In Memory of Joe Black, Jr. & Joe Black III by Betty Dyke
In Memory of Bill Dyke by Betty Dyke
In Honor of Christian Homebuilders by Betty Dyke
In Honor of Shirley Black & Family by Betty Dyke
In Honor of Allan & Amy Bible by Tom Harrington
In Honor of Charles & Kathy Harrington by Tom Harrington
In Memory of Sue McKenzie by Betty Dyke
In Memory of Marcella Finch by Betty Dyke
In Memory of Paul Tarver by Betty Dyke
FAITH PROMISE
In Memory of Greg Routh by Tom Harrington

SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Memory of Ruth Bryan by Troy & June Lawson
In Memory of Ray Paden by Troy & June Lawson
FOUNTAIN CITY MINISTRY CENTER
In Memory of Ruth Bryan by Tom Harrington
In Memory of Steve Murrian by Tom Harrington
In Memory of Canaan Masterson by Gary and Martha
Masterson
In Memory of Charlie Wildman by Tom Harrington
In Memory of Marvin Holtzclaw by Tom Harrington
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
In Memory of Ruth Bryan by Barry & Lorieta Tadlock, and
Irene Tarver
CHOIR FUND
In Honor of Ralph Paden & Family by Bill & Martha Routh
In Memory of Ruth Bryan by Mahan and Laura Archer, and
Sherman & Elizabeth Morton
In Memory of Ray Paden by Mahan and Laura Archer
In Honor of Charles & Kathy Harrington by Rick Harrington
In Honor of Allan & Amy Bible by Rick Harrington
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