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Strong Start…But COVID Still Lurks
We have started the year strong on many fronts! In particular, our first Wednesday night
in January. Across children’s, youth, and adult ministries, not including the choir, we
had 142 in our building going deeper in faith. These numbers are significant! Check
out what is being offered by visiting our website or just show up at 6:30 pm when the
ministries begin. We can always make room for more! Indeed God is on the move and
this is an exciting time for our church.
At the same time that I find myself excited about our strong start in 2022, I also
recognize the rise in COVID cases across the country and the significant impact it is
having on our area. You can find the latest data on the covidactnow.org website for the
Knoxville metro area.
Deaths are significantly down from the peak last winter, and it seems that we may have peaked in our infection rate
for our metro area. Just over 62% of our community has at least one dose! However, our friends who work in our area
hospitals are running short staffed. (See below for some simple ways to encourage our healthcare workers). Here at
church we have had staff who have been out with COVID or had to quarantine.
We’ve not seen these levels of infection since the pandemic began. Vaccinated and boosted people usually have the
mildest symptoms but, there are some breakthrough cases that are more severe. We continue to encourage, but not
require, everyone to wear masks. If you are not feeling well, or you know you have been exposed to COVID, please stay
home and join us online. If you are in a situation where you need help, please let us know. You are not alone.
However, in most of our ministries and worship, we are moving forward because we think we can maintain safe distances
and protocols. Through a kind and generous designated gift, we now have a great option of making all meetings hybrid,
and can do it very well. We only have one device to do this, so if your class/group wants to go hybrid please register
through the website or church office. We are glad to help you!
Encourage a Health Care Worker
It is no secret that health care workers are overwhelmed and exhausted. If you have a family member who is in
healthcare or part of an assisted living situation, you can do some simple things to help them feel encouraged. Are you
up for delivering coffee gift cards, individually wrapped treats, signs or personal notes? This is not an official program
of the church, but something each of us can do safely to encourage our brothers and sisters in healthcare.
Let’s keep it up church! Pastor Don
Knoxville, TN Data

FATHER DAUGHTER DANCE

PRAYERS, PRESENCE, GIFTS,
SERVICE, and Witness
FAITH PROMISE

OUR GIFTS:
WEEKLY OFFERING
Dec 27-Jan 2
$ 6,972
Jan 3-9
$21,672
Jan 10-16
$23,716
Jan 17-23
$ 2,459

Faith Promise Sunday will
be February 27. Please
mail your check to the
church office or go to
www.fountaincityumc.org
and click on “GIVE” to
make your commitment.

We would like to extend a huge Thank You
for our successful experience with this year’s
Father Daughter Dance. We can’t wait for next
year’s 20th Annual Father Daughter Dance!

RECOVERY AND PREVENTION
RESOURCE FAIR A HUGE SUCCESS
Celebrate Recovery North, and other community leaders
hosted a Recovery and Prevention Resource Fair on
January 20. This event was a great opportunity for
Celebrate Recovery North to give back to the community
as well as create new relationships and gain resources in
Knoxville’s recovery community.
Chris Herren was the special guest speaker, who after
losing his career in the NBA due to his struggles with
addiction, founded the Herren Project that creates
opportunities for treatment for substance abuse
to individuals in need. This event is something to
celebrate for Fountain City United Methodist Church and
for the recovery community in Knoxville!

FOUNTAIN KIDS SERVE SUNDAY
FEBRUARY 20, 2022
9:45 AM & 11:00 AM
Parents are invited to join us in packing 200
blessing bags. One hundred bags will be used in
our own FCUMC Blessing Box and one hundred
will be delivered to Carecuts Homeless Ministry
in downtown Knoxville.

INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY
If Knox County Schools are closed for weather
related concerns, all activities and meetings
will be cancelled. Cancellations of all worship
services and weekend activities resulting from
inclement weather will be made at the church’s
discretion.
Notifications and updates will be posted on
social media, Realm, email, and on WATE-TV
by 7:00 a.m. In addition, please use caution
as our parking lots and sidewalks will not be
cleared in time for morning activities if we have
snow or ice overnight. In the unlikely event
that we must cancel worship, please join us for
worship online on our Facebook pages or on our
YouTube channel.

Hello Fountain City UMC!
As many of you know, I have taught high school
English for the past five years, but what some of
you might not know is that prior to this education
experience, I spent years volunteering and
eventually working for my church’s youth program.

a note from
madison crickenberger
While I was raised in the church and had countless
positive experiences with it growing up, I credit the
years in my youth group for so much of who I am
today. It was there that I wrestled with questions
and doubts about my faith, and it was there that I
began to own and grow that very same faith. Those
years taught me that church was a place where adults
believed in me enough to invest countless hours into
helping me reach my potential. Those adults are the
very people who inspired me to work with teenagers
and make that same investment.
During college, I had the amazing experience of
working for my church’s youth group. It was in
this position that I began to learn firsthand all the
hard work that goes into creating an effective and
enjoyable youth environment. From serving as a
small group leader to developing other volunteers
and curriculum, I learned how important it is to
intentionally create a space in which youth feel
safe to grow and challenge themselves in the
church. I have always said that those years leading,
mentoring, and teaching both prepared me more for
the classroom than anything else and ignited in me
a strong belief that youth deserve intentional and
loving church environments.
It is because of these amazing years and these beliefs
that I jumped at the opportunity to serve as
Fountain City UMC’s Interim Youth Director when
Don approached me. During my years teaching,
I have learned a great deal and while I completed
a Master’s degree in Education during this time,
what I value most from the past five years is the
experiences I’ve had watching and facilitating
growth as a teacher, coach, and mentor. Whether

it is in a classroom or at a church, I am passionate
about making spaces where youth feel completely
accepted and safe to be themselves.
That is my mission and vision for my time with your
youth program. I want your students to grow, and
I believe that to grow in an environment, students
need to feel seen, valued, and loved. To help facilitate
this growth, we have obtained both middle school
and high school curriculums from Orange. Both
curriculums keep Matthew 16:38-40 at the heart of
what they offer:
“‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind. This is
the first and greatest commandment. And the second
is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself. All
the Law and the Prophets hang on these two
commandments.’”
The creators of Orange believe that every moment of
worship should be centered around one of the types
of love presented in these commandments. They
believe that these experiences–loving God, loving
others, and loving oneself–are fundamental to
developing a rich, fruitful relationship with Christ
during the adolescent years, and I couldn’t agree
more.
As I said to the students this week, if at the end of
our time together, they have grown and learned to
love better–whether that be love for God, for others,
or for themselves–then we have reached my goal as
their leader.
Please join me in prayers for our youth and that
outcome.
Madison Crickenberger,
Interim Director of Youth Ministry

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS
RESURRECTION 2022

I had such a blast with this amazing group of students from Fountain City United Methodist Church at
Resurrection 2022! We had 35 students join us this year. Resurrection is one of the biggest reasons I’m proud
to be from the Holston Conference. This ministry continues to change lives and hearts and unite our youth
through the incredible power of Methodist connectionalism. Thanks be to God! Thank you to our thirteen
dedicated Christian leaders who volunteered to spend their weekend chaperoning our students, solely because
they want to see the next generation of FCUMC thrive — not only in their faith, but in life itself. Also, shout
out to my incredibly impressive wife, Madison Crickenberger, who is teaching full time while serving as
Fountain City UMC’s interim Director of Youth Ministry. Her strength and drive inspires me so much. God is doing great
things through her for our Youth Group. (We wore masks, we just took them off for the picture)
- Pastor Chase
Wednesday Nights
Our Youth Group meets Wednesday nights at 6:30 pm in Old Fellowship Hall following the Fellowship Meal.
Confirmation Spring 2022
There will be a parents meeting on Sunday, February 6 at 6:00 pm for those with eighth graders who will be joining
our Confirmation classes this semester. Classes will begin on February 20, 2022.

Pastor On Call After Hours & Weekends
Text or Call 865-888-0192
When there is a hospitalization, a death in the family, or any other time you may need urgent pastoral care
when the church office is closed,we encourage you to text or call 865-888-0192 to reach the pastor on call.

NEW CHURCH
OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY-FRIDAY
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE FOR SUNDAYS
IN FEBRUARY
8:30 a.m.: Traditional in the Sanctuary
9:45 a.m.: The Journey in the Gym
9:45 a.m.: Sunday School
11:00 a.m.: Traditional in the Sanctuary
11:00 a.m.: Fountain Kids Bible Experience in Room 212
11:00 a.m.: Thrive Small Groups in 135 & 137

COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP ON SUNDAY
MORNINGS AT THE WELCOME CENTER

OUR PRESENCE
CELEBRATING WITH OUR CHURCH FAMILY

Our Church Family continues to grow!
We certainly have a lot to celebrate as a
congregation. Please join us in celebrating
the following blessing with us.
You are invited to join your church family each Sunday
for coffee and fellowship before or after worship! Stop by
the Welcome Center from 8:15 a.m.-11:15 a.m. and let us
bless you! See you Sunday!

HELP GREET OTHERS
ON SUNDAY MORNINGS

Join us in celebrating the new membership of
Eddie and Lisa Woods who joined Fountain City
UMC on January 2, 2022 at the 9:45 am Journey
Worship Service.

CHARLES SLOAN
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
The Charles Sloan
Scholarship Committee is
pleased to announce that
Claire Graves has been
awarded the Charles Sloan
Memorial Scholarship for
Spring Semester 2022.

“Welcome to Church!”
What a powerful statement to hear as you walk through
the doors of FCUMC on Sunday mornings! We want
you to be the first face that people see when they walk
through those doors. We want you to be the first one to say
“Welcome to Church”.
Our church has an opportunity for you to be that
face and that voice on Sunday mornings! Would you
consider signing up for a short period of serving God
through the doors of Fountain City UMC? If that person is
you, please contact Rebecca Ankeny (ladyankeny@gmail.
com) or Seth Charles (seth.charles@fountaincityumc.
org). You can also call the church office at 865-689-5175.
We would love to have you serve beside us and welcome
people to church with us!
“Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed
you, for the glory of God.”- Romans 15:7

For more details check out our website:
WWW.FOUNTAINCITYUMC.ORG

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Tim Brown (865) 599-3429
Tom Harrington (865) 687-9460
prayer@fountaincityumc.org
STEPHEN MINISTRY
Gail Clift (865) 922-9408
Stephen Ministers are congregation members trained
by their Stephen Leaders to offer care to people who
are hurting. They provide high-quality, one-to-one,
Christ-centered care to people in our congregation
and the community experiencing life difficulties.

Don’t forget to sign up for our weekly E-Spirit by
completing the Stay Informed box on the
FCUMC website homepage!

FOUNTAIN KIDs
In
February,
Fountain
Kids
explores
God’s
compassion which led to the greatest act of love the world
had ever seen. God sent Jesus to rescue us. We reflect God’s
compassion when we care about others and work to make
things right.
Week 1: We start with a crucial moment from Jesus’ life,
found in Luke 4:14-24, 28-30. After Jesus returned from
being tempted in the wilderness, He started teaching in the
Synagogue. Bottom Line: Following Jesus means caring
about others.
Week 2: We head to John 4:1-30, 39-42. Samaria was a
region that the Jews in Jesus’ time tried to avoid. But rather
than walking around this region, Jesus took His disciples
straight through it and stopped at Jacob’s well. While He
was there, a Samaritan woman came to the well. He spoke
with her and completely changed how she understood the
Messiah and what God was doing in the world. She left
and spread the news about Jesus to the people she knew.
Bottom Line: Show others that they matter.
Week 3: This familiar story is found in John 6:1-13. People
had been clamoring to see Jesus heal and perform miracles.
Even as Jesus crossed over the Sea of Galilee, they
followed him. When Jesus saw them, He didn’t ignore them
or send them away. Instead, Jesus knew they were tired and
hungry. He had compassion for them and decided to feed
them. With no food in sight, a young boy offers his meal of
bread and fish. Jesus takes what the boy has and feeds the
multitude with leftovers! Bottom Line: Use what you have
to help others.
Week 4: We finish up the month in Mark 10:46-52 with
an encounter between Jesus and Bartimaeus. Bartimaeus
was blind. Because of this, he was often ignored by those
who passed by him. When he learns that Jesus is passing
by, he calls out for help. Rather than walking past and
getting on with his day, Jesus takes time to stop and help
Bartimaeus. Jesus knew that Bartimaeus had faith and
healed him, changing his life forever. Bottom Line: Make
time to help others.
Wednesday Night Fountain Kids Club
Week #1 Feeding the 5,000 John 6:5-14
“I Am the resurrection and the life.” John 11:25
Week #2 Walking on water John 6:16-21
“I am the good shepherd.” John 10:11
Week #3 Healing the man born blind John 9:1-7
“I am the way, the truth, and the life.” John 14:6
Week #4 Raising Lazarus from the dead John 11:1-45
“I am the true vine.” John 15:1-5

FOUNTAIN LITTLES
Did you know there are over 100 million love songs? Why
so much interest in love? Well, it could be because God
is love. He made every person in His image. We were
literally made by love, to love and to be loved! That is
why Jesus loves everyone, and why He taught us how we
can love everyone, too. Jesus gave us so many examples
of loving everyone while He was on earth, and we get to
share them with our preschoolers this month. Jesus loves
everyone, and we can love everyone like Jesus—that is
what we want preschoolers to know. And, there’s no better
time in our world for children to hear this powerful truth.
WEEK 1 Story Focus: Jesus loves everyone. We begin
with the story of the Banquet Parable. The king prepares
for the party. The table is set. The food is ready. And the
invitations go out to EVERYONE! And, if Jesus had a
party, He would invite everyone, too! Jesus loves everyone,
and everyone is invited to be His friend forever.
WEEK 2 Story Focus: Jesus loves people everywhere
and we get to hear about a conversation Jesus had with a
woman at a well. She was from a family that didn’t get
along with Jesus’ family. That’s why she was surprised
when Jesus talked to her, was kind to her, and offered to be
her friend forever. Why did Jesus do that? Because Jesus
loves everyone, everywhere—not just the people on His
street that look and talk just like He does.
WEEK 3 Story Focus: Jesus loves people even when
they do something wrong. We will hear about the time
Zacchaeus, the friendless tax collector, climbed down a
tree to have dinner with Jesus at Jesus’ invitation. We will
listen in as Zacchaeus learns that Jesus loves everyone
even when they do something wrong. And, we will see how
this love changed Zacchaeus’ life! He went from a money
stealer to a money giver! It really is amazing what love can
do!
WEEK 4 Story Focus: We can love like Jesus. We will
wrap up the month with a truth that will change our
lives, too. We can love everyone just like Jesus loves
everyone. We can love the people who are different than us.
We can love people who have made bad choices. We can
love all of them because Jesus loves all of them.
Love our Fountain Littles!
Ms. Jenny

IN MEMORY & IN HONOR
GENERAL FUND
In Honor of Maxine Engle by Mary Emma Scott, and Roz Irwin
In Memory of Sarah Stevens by Mary Emma Scott, and Lynn
Billingsley
In Memory of Charlie Durham by Mary Emma Scott, Jean Payne,
Jim Harb, and Charlie & Sharon Johnson,
In Honor of Barbara Clark by Charlotte Watson
In Memory of Bob Clark by Charlotte Watson
In Honor of Bill Cloud by Troy & June Lawson
In Honor of Dixie Bopp by Troy & June Lawson
In Honor of Randy & Melanie Seiber by Mark Biagi
In Honor of Rob & Nancy Sterling by Mark Biagi
In Honor of Bob & Jayne Hillhouse by Mark Biagi
In Honor of Robert & Jennifer Smiddy by Mark Biagi
In Honor of Jim & Betty Dougherty by Mark Biagi
In Memory of Beverly Slocum by Neil & Pam Walker, and
Barbara Clark
In Appreciation of Harper Infiniti by Larry & Alta Huskey
In Memory of Johnnie Burkey by Brenda & Eddie Callis
In Honor of Daniel Doubleday by Whobodies SS Class
MUSIC MINISTRY FUND
In Memory of Johnnie Burkey by Sarah & Gerald Risdahl

SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Memory of Beverly Slocum by Mark Biagi
YOUTH ENDOWMENT FUND
In Memory of Billie Makres by Susan Iglehart
FAITH PROMISE FOR MISSIONS
In Memory of Ed & Elizabeth Eldridge by Tom Harrington
In Memory of Bill Dyke by Byron & Patti Feimster
In Honor of Betty Dyke by Byron & Patti Feimster
FOUNTAIN CITY MINISTRY CENTER
In Honor of Linda & Barry Wiert by Kenny & Eula Smith
In Honor of Chris & Lori Lopez by Kenny & Eula Smith
In Memory of Rev. John & Laura Trundle by Tom Harrington
In Memory of John Needy by Tom Harrington
In Memory of Bill Webb by Dolores Smith
CELEBRATE RECOVERY
In Honor of Seth Charles by Tom Harrington
In Honor of Tim Brown by Tom Harrington
In Honor of Buzzy & Eddy Freeman

OUR SYMPATHIES

We extend our sympathy to Brian Engelstad in the death of his mother, Marsha Larson Engelstad, on
December 17, 2021.
We extend our sympathy to Maxine Engle in the death of her brother, James E. Engle, on January 3,
2022.
Nursery News!
FCUMC now offers childcare for our 8:30am Traditional Service.
Staff will be in the room and ready by 8:15 am. We look forward to seeing their sweet faces!
DIGITAL EDITION OF THE SPIRIT AVAILABLE
Would you like to opt out of receiving the print edition of The Spirit monthly newsletter and see it digitally instead? It is
available online through our weekly E-Spirit as well as on our website at www.fountaincityumc.org. Please email us at
spirit@fountaincityumc.org to update your preference.

Fountain City UMC
212 Hotel Road
Knoxville, TN 37918

ABOUT THE COVER PHOTO:
The word “primrose” comes from the Latin word
“primus” which means first. The primrose flower is
typically the first flower to bloom in early spring. It is
a beautiful symbol of youth and renewal.

Phone: 865-689-5175
Email: fcumc@fountaincityumc.org
Website: www.fountaincityumc.org

If you would like to see one of your photos grace
the cover of a future The Spirit, please email
kathleen.bloom@fountaincityumc.org.

