Our in-person Traditional and The Journey worship services will resume on February 7, 2021.
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PASTOR,
CORNERED
A NOTE
FROM TOM

The poet of Ecclesiastes speaks of for everything there is a season and a time
for every matter under heaven.
As of June 30, this year, Jonna and I will have completed 35 years of vocational
ministry in The United Methodist Church. We have been blessed in each
appointment including what will soon be three years here at Fountain City
UMC.

With much gratitude for your receptivity and openness to our ministry among
you, and with a lot of mixed emotions, but not without fervent prayer and
spiritual discernment, it is my intention to retire from active ministry at the
2021 session of Holston Annual Conference in June.
The appointment-making process in The United Methodist Church is a good, viable, and sustainable system. It has
served well the Fountain City UMC congregation for almost 200 years.
I have served the institutional Church as a district superintendent for seven of the 35 years. So, I can appreciate the
anxiety that comes with pastoral change in the local church like Fountain City UMC. In our system, we do not form
a pastoral search committee or ordain someone from within.
The appointment system is bathed in prayer at every level. Trusting that God is mysteriously at work in
appointment-making, our district superintendent will work with the Fountain City UMC Staff-Parish Relations
Committee (SPRC) to listen to the church’s pastoral leadership needs. The bishop will then make the appointment
so that there will be a virtually seamless transition.
I pledge to you that I will continue to work hard as your senior pastor and to fulfill my calling in The United
Methodist Church until this transition takes place. In addition, I ask for you to join me in praying for your SPRC,
the district superintendent and bishop. I also would be so forthright as to ask for your support of Jonna and me.
This change will not only be a transition for Fountain City UMC but for our family as well.

Peace of Christ, Tom

OUR GIFTS
WEEKLY OFFERING
Dec 7-13
$46,468.23
Dec 14-20
$17,243.00
Dec 21-27
$35,173.00
Dec 28-Jan 3 $58,931.88

PRAYERS, PRESENCE, GIFTS,
SERVICE, and Witness
FAITH PROMISE

Faith Promise Sunday
will be February 28. Please
mail your check to the
church office or go to
www.fountaincityumc.org
and click on “GIVE NOW”
on our homepage to make
your commitment.

OUR SYMPATHIES
We extend our sympathy to Scott Womack and family in the death of his
sister-in-law, Alona “Lonnie” Womack, on December 15.
We extend out sympathy to Daniel Dixon and family in the death of his
mother-in-law, Cathy Wall, on December 19.
We extend our sympathy to Becky Gargis and family in the death of her
father, Samuel A. O’Quinn, on December 26.
We extend our sympathy to Amy Dendrinos and family in the death
of her father, Allen Smith, on January 3.
We extend our sympathy to Twila Womack and family in the death of
her brother, Hollis McLain Jr., on January 4.
We extend our sympathy to Marcia Whaley and family in the death of her
sister, Janice Rose Kuykendall, on January 6.
We extend our sympathy in the death of Kendall Eugene Jones on January 7.
We extend our sympathy to former FCUMC Associate Pastor Melissa Smith
and family in the death of her brother, T. Craig Smith, on January 8.

IN-PERSON WORSHIP UPDATE

We are excited to announce that our Worship Services are live!
Each Sunday at 11am, you can watch the live-stream of our
Traditional Worship Services by visiting the FCUMC Facebook
page or The Journey Contemporary Worship Services on The
Journey Facebook page. All services are added to our YouTube
channel at their conclusion.
Links to our Facebook pages and our Youtube channel can be
found on our website at
https://www.fountaincityumc.org/live-streamed-worshipservices-sundays-at-11am/
View worship for Celebrate Recovery North at
www.facebook.com/CRNorthKnox
Please follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter and
subscribe to our YouTube channel!
We hope you will join us!

STEPHEN MINISTRY

EMERGENCY ON CALL

Gail Clift
(865) 922-9408

Feb. 5-7: Tom Ballard
(423) 585-7054
Feb.12-14: Kristen Burkhart
(865) 357-6354

INTERCESSORY PRAYER

Feb. 19-21: Tom Ballard
(423) 585-7054

Tim Brown
(865) 599-3429

Feb.. 26-28: Kristen Burkhart
(865) 357-6354

Tom Harrington
(865) 687-9460

(Please call. Do not text.)

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS FOR FEBRUARY
Our office staff is working remotely
during the following hours in February:
Monday-Thursday: 8:30am-5:00pm
(closed for lunch from 12:00-1:00pm)
Friday: 8:30am-12:oopm

Our leadership team and staff are pleased
to announce that we will resume indoor
in-person worship beginning Sunday,
February 7. The Journey Worship will
meet at 11am in the Gym and Traditional
Worship will meet at 11am in the
Sanctuary. So that we may plan for
appropriate socially distant seating
between families, we ask that you visit
our website or use the Realm app to
register for worship services. (Volunteers
can sign up during the registration
process). We look forward to seeing our
church family!

DEVOTIONAL BLESSINGS
by Mary Bolton

When I was asked to write an article for our church
newsletter about my experience of writing and
publishing two daily devotionals books, I was
delighted to say yes. My first devotion, Behold
Your God, was published in 1999. I had just
resigned from a position of leadership in Aglow
International, a worldwide Christian ministry in
over 70 nations. One morning, John said, “Mary,
why don’t write a book?”

A year of
DEVOTIOnAL blessings
I had never considered such a thing, and said, “I
don’t want to.” But I thought about it and prayed.
As I prayed, I felt very confident that the Lord
wanted me to write a book. I was stunned! But
I trusted Him to bring it forth. After months of
hard work, Behold Your God was published! I was
amazed at the response of those who purchased
the book.

Volume II just in case I want to publish it later.
There is a story behind the title to Whispers of God
Volume II, but, if you want to know what it is, you
will need to ask me. I don’t have the space to tell
you here!
Mary’s Facebook
Devotion, January 1, 2021
Come with up raised hands
into My presence and
receive. My glory! Receive
the fullness of who I Am
into your very being! Lean
on Me! Talk with Me!
Receive all that I Am into
Mary Bolton
all that you are at this
moment! As you receive the fullness of who I Am,
you will expand and grow into who I have chosen
you to be! Radiate My glory! Let My presence in
you flow into the lives that I bring across your path.
Take the path that I have placed before you and
let My light shine and penetrate the lives of those
around you.
John 17:22 “And the glory which You gave Me, I
have given them, that they may be one just as We
are one.”

Mary’s Facebook Devotion
January
10, 2021: GOD’S COMPASSION
Fourteen years later, in 2013, and after many
people had encouraged me to write another book, You have experienced My compassion in your life.
and I said no, I had an awesome experience. I Many times as things have gotten difficult, you
was walking through my house, when suddenly, have been deeply hurt, or you have made wrong
within, I heard the words “Whispers of God.” I decisions and were being hard on yourself. Many
said, “Lord, what does that mean?” I immediately times you have been in despair, and yet I have
heard in my spirit “That is the title of your next poured out My compassion upon you, and it has
book.” Thus, Whispers of God was published in gone deep within your spirit in order to open your
eyes so that you can release My compassion to
2013.
others who are in need.
I was so blessed by the responses I received from Psalm 86:15 “But You, O Lord, are a God full of
those who bought my books, but was sure I would compassion, gracious long suffering and abundant
never write another one. Only weeks ago, a couple in mercy and truth.”
of days before 2021 began, the Lord put it in my I Peter 3:8 “Finally, all of you be of one mind,
heart to write a sequel to Whispers of God, entitled having compassion for one another, love as
brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous.”
Whispers of God Volume II.
I will likely not publish this one as a book. I
felt called to write one devotion a day for the
year of 2021 and post them on Facebook so that
many more people could receive and enjoy my
devotions without having to go out and buy a book.
I am compiling a manuscript of Whispers of God

If you don’t already follow Mary on Facebook,
check out her Facebook page for Whispers of God,
her 2021 series of devotionals. Who knows, maybe
you will be inspired to write your own devotionals.
And if not, Mary’s daily posts are wonderful doses
of God’s word, truth and light. Amen!

OUR PRESENCE

CELEBRATING WITH OUR FCUMC FAMILY
Our extended church family continues to grow! We certainly
have a lot to celebrate as a congregation. You are invited to
rejoice in the following blessings with us!
Join us in celebrating the birth of Taevyn Ward Hill to Kendal
Whittaker and Cameron Hill on January 5. Grandparents are
Rhonda Sivyer and Scott Whittaker. Congratulations!
Join us in celebrating the marriage of Haleigh Gilliland and
Trevor Freeman on December 30. Congratulations!
If you have a celebration to include, please email kathleen.
bloom@fountaincityumc.org. Photos are always welcome!

Sandy Failing Receives
Lay Speaker Certification
Please join us as we congratulate
Sandy Failing for becoming a UMC
Certified Lay Speaker. Sandy has
completed a series of training courses
which prepared her to participate in
leadership
roles
within the church.
She completed her
training in October
but it wasn’t official
until her interview
on December 10. She
is now eligible to
prepare and deliver
Sandy Failing
sermons, as needed,
at FCUMC or in other UM churches.
Congratulations Sandy!

FAITH PROMISE 2021

Through our annual Faith Promise missions giving,
we at Fountain City UMC partner with life-changing
ministries reaching far and across boundaries and
barriers as we recognize God’s work in the world. As we
navigate another season of being unable to host our usual
Missions Celebration weekend, our Faith Promise
activities will proceed with a twist. We will have a unique
way for church members to meet representatives of
our Faith Promise partners through technology. In the
coming weeks, look for information from the global,
national and local ministries we support through
our Faith Promise commitments as they share a little
bit about the great work they are doing in their
communities. Through their work, people get to
experience God in real and healing ways. Details are
coming soon in our weekly E-Spirit, and in our March
and April editions of this newsletter. Stay tuned!

It hurts to lose someone. Find help at
GriefShare, a friendly, caring group who
will walk alongside you through one of
life’s most difficult experiences. You
don’t have to go through the grieving
process alone.
GriefShare meets online
on Wednesdays at 10am.
https://www.griefshare.org/
groups/129709

For more details
check out our website:
WWW.FOUNTAINCITYUMC.ORG
Don’t forget to sign up for our
weekly E-Spirit by completing the
Stay Informed box on our website’s
homepage!

FOUNTAIN KIDS
February Bible Experience
Life App: Kindness
Week 1
We kick off the month of February with something
Paul wrote in Ephesians 4:32. Be kind and tender
to one another. Forgive one another, just as God
forgave you because of what Christ has done, (NIrV).
Even when we were separated from God, He showed
us kindness through sending Jesus to rescue us and
model what kindness can look like in our lives.
Week 2
In week two, we head to Ruth 1 and 2, where we
find Naomi and her daughter-in-law, Ruth. Their
husbands have died, and Ruth has the opportunity
to return home to her family. Instead, she chooses
to show kindness to Naomi and stay with her. Ruth’s
kindness doesn’t go unnoticed. Boaz sees how Ruth is
treating Naomi and offers kindness to Ruth, changing
her life in a huge way.

Week 3
For week three, we look to Matthew 5:41. In the
Sermon on the Mount Jesus taught, suppose someone
forces you to go one mile. Go two miles with them
(NIrV). To us that might sound strange, but to those
listening-not so much. Roman soldiers could force
them to carry their packs for a full mile. Jesus reminds
His followers to go above and beyond in how they
respond to others.
Week 4
We finish the month with a familiar parable found in
Luke 10:25-37. When the religious leaders try to make
themselves look good, they attempt to trick Jesus with
a question. If we’re supposed to love our neighbor as
we love ourselves, who exactly is our neighbor? Jesus
answers with the parable of The Good Samaritan.
Jesus used this story to completely change how people
who follow Him should look at showing kindness to
others. It’s not just for people we know or like, but for
everyone we meet.

Parent Cue
The Parent Cue App is free in the Apple App Store
and Google Play Store. The app offers daily faith
moment cues for parents and grandparents to
engage their kiddos. There is also a blog, podcasts,
and timely parenting tips and tools. Yes, this is free!
You can download, create your free account and
immediately have access to resources that apply to
toddler, preschool, elementary, middle school and
teen children.
Wednesday Night Zoom Meetings
Fountain Littles and Fountain Kids meet Wednesdays
on Zoom at 6:30pm. We have a combined Fountain
Kids Clubhouse meeting and then break into separate
meetings by age group.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Markyour calendars for VBS! Fountain Kids Vacation
Bible School, TREASURED: Discovering You’re
Priceless To God, will take place June 14-17, 2021.

FATHER DAUGHTER SPRING DANCE

Get out those dancing shoes! Our Father Daughter
Spring Dance is set for Saturday, April 10.
Registration will open March 1.

ABOUT THE COVER PHOTO:
An orange rose represents the happiness someone puts in your life. If you’d like to see one of your photos
grace the cover of a future The Spirit newsletter, please email kathleen.bloom@fountaincityumc.org.

KRISTEN’S CORNER

Rev. Dr. Kristen Burkhart, Associate Pastor of Discipleship
We are offering two Adult Discipleship options at FCUMC during the season of
Lent as we seek to continue to actively be Disciples.
1 Peter 1:13
Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope
fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

The cross is the central symbol of the Christian faith. But what exactly did
Jesus do to save us from our sins? Why was the cross necessary, and what does it
mean for us today? In Savior: What the Bible Says About the Cross, Magrey
deVega faithfully describes the need for reconciliation between humankind and a
holy God through Jesus’ death on the cross. The Bible uses many images to
understand the meaning of Jesus’ death and resurrection, and deVega guides us
through these images to achieve a richer understanding of the Christian faith. By
exploring the mystery of salvation through the cross, we can deepen our love for
God and others, and strengthen our commitment to follow Jesus. This study will
be six sessions from 6:30–7:30 pm on Wednesday starting February 24, 2021. It
will be led by FCUMC Certified Lay Speaker, Sandy Failing. Please order your own
book and sign up on the church Realm App or call the church office.
During Lent each year, Christians give up something as an act of sacrifice and
spiritual discipline. Often it is something like chocolate, knowing that after Easter
Sunday they can once again enjoy what they have given up. James Moore
challenges readers to take it further-to give up something spiritually that they
would be better off not doing. He invites all to seek God’s help to focus on
eliminating one habit or attitude that is destructive. Imagine giving up envy,
jealousy, self-pity, apathy, procrastination, gossip, resentment, or negative
thinking, how much better life would be.
Please join Ms. Donna and me as we seek to prepare to give up something bad while
appearing to fully embrace the “God News” of Easter. The interactive video lessons
will be posted Mondays at noon on all FCUMC facebook pages and our YouTube
channel. We will begin this study on February 8. Please order you own books and we look forward to
walking with you during Lent this year.
God Bless, Pastor Kristen

OPEN DOOR COMMUNITY MEALS AT FCMC
As we at FCUMC strive to meet the needs of our neighbors,
we will once again provide Community Meals. Beginning
on February 3, we are moving distribution of these meals to
FCMC to reach more people. Doug Shipman and crew will
provide these monthly meals outdoors every first Wednesday
from 5:30-6:00pm until further notice. If you know of
families or individuals who are in need of meal assistance,
please guide them to our community meals at FCMC.

IN MEMORY & IN HONOR
GENERAL FUND
In Honor of Leslie Hill and the Choir by Sherman &
Elizabeth Morton
In Memory of Bob Clark by Charlotte Watson
In Honor of Barbara Clark by Charlotte Watson
In Memory of Frank Jennings, Jr. by Rudy & Carol McBee
In Honor of Church Staff by Tom & Jonna Ballard
In Honor of Tom Harrington by Carl & Suzanne Tolbert
In Honor of Rick Harrington by Carl & Suzanne Tolbert
In Honor of Bonnie Bates by Larry & Alta Huskey
In Honor of Eddie & Nancy Nolen by Mark Biagi
In Honor of Robert & Jennifer Smiddy by Mark Biagi
In Honor of Chris & Ann Marie Hurst by Mark Biagi
In Honor of Randy & Melanie Seiber by Mark Biagi
In Honor of Jim & Betty Dougherty by Mark Biagi
In Memory of Marvin Holtzclaw by Craig Holtzclaw
In Memory of Billy Mitchell by Mary Emma Scott, and David
& Renee Eubanks
In Memory of Ruth Bryan by Johnnie Burkey

BOY SCOUTS
In Memory of Frank Jennings, Jr. by Charlotte Musgraves,
and Jim Musgraves
FAITH PROMISE
In Memory of Drew McTeer by Craig Holtzclaw
In Memory of Dale Willis by Craig Holtzclaw
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Memory of Billy Mitchell by Harry & Ruthie McLeod
FOUNTAIN CITY MINISTRY CENTER
In Memory of Billy Mitchell by Tom Harrington
In Memory of Frank Jennings, Jr. by Tom Harrington
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
In Memory of Joe Black, Jr. by Irene Tarver
In Memory of Bill Dyke by Irene Tarver

CELEBRATE RECOVERY
In Memory of Billy Mitchell by Mahan & Laura Archer
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