Our situation continues to evolve rapidly. For the most current information, please visit
our website at www.fountaincityumc.org or call the church office at (865) 689-5175.
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PASTOR,
CORNERED
A NOTE
FROM TOM

Advent 2020 is here. The origin of the word advent comes from Latin,
“to come.” In the Christian calendar, it is a season in which we prepare
ourselves for the arrival of the Christ child. We are also reminded that
we are awaiting Christ’s return when there will be a new heaven and a
new earth. We are “between the times.”

In a lot of ways, 2020 is a year of in-between-ness as well. In
years to come, the COVID-19 pandemic may very well be known as
pre-COVID and post-COVID. That’s where we are right now, in
between. We don’t know when it will be “tamed.” We are waiting and
hoping for a vaccine, an advent, if you will, that will help bring it
under control. Thankfully, it seems like we’re getting closer every day.
The prophet Isaiah wrote, “A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out
of his roots” (11:1). Some 600-800 years before the birth of Jesus, Isaiah was preaching hope to a people
who were in between King David’s rule and another king from David’s line who would restore Israel to its
prominence. As part of David’s lineage, when Jesus was born, he was hailed by many, the ironic exception
being the religious elite, to be the fulfillment of their hopes and dreams. The waiting was over.
What strikes me especially this year is that for health and safety, we are adapting so many of our Advent
and Christmas rituals. From family to church traditions, the plans we make today may have to be
reconsidered tomorrow. What is paramount in this Advent season and which transcends any sense of
adaptation is to ask ourselves how we are allowing Jesus to be born anew within our hearts. We will read
and see the Christmas story on more screens this year than ever, but the real work is to allow Jesus to be
birthed within us. It probably won’t come quickly. In fact, it will probably be a unique advent for each of
us.
May the peace of Christ be with us all, Tom

OUR GIFTS
WEEKLY OFFERING
Oct 5-11
$25,561.00
Oct 12-18
$17,952.00
Oct 19-25
$14,083.31
Oct 26-Nov 1 $20,271.00
Nov 2-8
$21,723.00
Nov 9-15
$26,186.00

PRAYERS, PRESENCE, GIFTS,
SERVICE, and Witness

OUR SYMPATHIES
We extend our sympathy to Sandy Cannon and family in the death of her
mother-in-law, June Cannon, on October 15.
We extend our sympathy to Dan Cocke and family in the death of his father,
Daniel Walter Cocke, on October 21.
We extend our sympathy to Becky Hawkins and family in the death of her
brother, Stephen Weston Murrian, on October 24.
We extend our sympathy to Rev. Prissy Bryan, Irene Tarver and
Lorieta Tadlock and families in the death of Ruth Bryan, on
November 1.

FAITH PROMISE

Faith Promise Sunday will be
December 27. Please mail your
check to the church office or go
to www.fountaincityumc.org
and click on “GIVE ONLINE”
on our homepage to make
your commitment.

ABOUT THE COVER PHOTO:
The poinsettia is sometimes thought of as a symbol of the Star of
Bethlehem which led the Wise Men to Jesus. If you’d like to see one of
your photos grace the cover of a future The Spirit newsletter, please
email kathleen.bloom@fountaincityumc.org.

Register for In-person Worship
11am Traditional Worship Service
11am The Journey Worship Service

Please join us for our online worship services:
View worship for Traditional and The Journey
at www.fountaincityumc.org/03/online-worship
On this FCUMC website page, there is a link to our YouTube
Channel where you can view worship and informational videos.
While you are there, please subscribe to our YouTube channel!
View worship for Celebrate Recovery North at
www.facebook.com/CRNorthKnox

CURBSIDE OPEN DOOR
COMMUNITY MEAL

Our Open Door Community Meals remain vital for
those in need in our community. If you know of
individuals or families who are struggling to meet their food
budgets, please welcome them to take part in our Curbside
Open Door Community Meal on Wednesday, December 16
from 5:00-5:30 pm at Door 5. People may drive by or simply
walk up, and we will provide healthy meals that they can
take with them. Thank you for your continued support of
Fountain City UMC so that we can continue these important
outreach events!

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS FOR DECEMBER
Our office staff is working remotely
during the following hours in December:
Monday-Thursday: 8:30am-5:00pm
(closed for lunch from 12:00-1:00pm)
Friday: 8:30am-12:oopm

STEPHEN MINISTRY
Gail Clift
(865) 922-9408

EMERGENCY ON CALL
Dec. 4-6: Kristen Burkhart
(865) 357-6354
Dec. 11-13: Tom Ballard
(423) 585-7054

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Tim Brown
(865) 599-3429
Tom Harrington
(865) 687-9460

Dec. 18-20: Kristen Burkhart
(865) 357-6354
Dec. 25-27: Tom Ballard
(423) 585-7054

(Please call. Do not text.)

Please visit www.fountaincityumc.org
Monday through Thursday each week to
register your family for a service.
Registration is highly recommended so
we may plan for appropriate socially
distant seating between families.

2020 has been a uniquely difficult year for
all of us. As we enter into December, we may
wonder what the season of Advent will be like
for Christians this year. It may not look like it
has in the past, however we can embrace the
grace of God in our preparation for the coming
of Jesus Christ, reaffirming the deeper meaning of
Advent and Christmas.

The season of advent
is upon us
WORSHIP SERVICES
During Advent, as we prepare our hearts and
minds for the anniversary of the Lord’s birth,
our plan is to have in-person worship services
on Sundays at 11:00 am for both our Traditional
service and for The Journey service. We hope
that you are able to join us for in-person
worship as we light the Advent wreath and recite
prayers of hope, joy, love and peace to light our way
as we journey toward the birth of Christ.
We ask that you register for these services on
Realm or at www.fountaincityumc.org. Please
bring a mask and arrive 30 minutes early as
all of our safety precautions remain in place.
We will continue to provide online worship
during Advent for those who prefer to remain
at home. You may consider creating a family
Advent wreath at home that you can light
together as you watch our online services.
Advent wreaths can be as simple as some
greenery and votive candles. (You can find
plenty of Advent wreath ideas online for this
creative and fun family activity!)
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
We will be offering our Christmas Eve
Worship service online this year. We will
incorporate Traditional, The Journey, and
Celebrate
Recovery
components
into
a
blended service. Please plan to join us by visiting our
YouTube channel. We will also provide links to the
service on social media and on our website.

In addition, we are planning a brief in-person,
outdoor gathering on Christmas Eve at 11:30 p.m. on
the church lawn. Those present should be prepared
to offer lights from flashlights or smartphones
when the bell rings at the stroke of midnight. More
details coming soon!
SPECIAL EVENTS DURING ADVENT:
COME HOME TO BETHLEHEM
Fountain Kids has decided to shift the
children’s nativity event outdoors this year
while striving to tell the same story of the
birth of Jesus in a whole new wonderful way.
Come Home To Bethlehem will be a blessed
experience for the entire family. Please be sure to
register on Realm or on our website.
COME CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS
Our Christmas music program will also take place
this year, although a bit differently. We may have
fewer choir members participating and fewer
congregants in the pews, but as God speaks to
us through music, we will celebrate the coming
of Christ’s birth. You can register to attend the
Christmas Concert on Realm or on our website.
Find out more details on both of these events on
page seven of this newsletter.
In this year unlike any we have experienced
before, we pray the Advent season is full of
hope and meaning for you and your family, and we
invite you to spend this special season with us at
Fountain City UMC!

FAREWELL TO JOHN PATTERSON
With many mixed emotions, we are bidding farewell to our
Director of Operations, John Patterson, after twelve years of loyal
service to Fountain City United Methodist Church. His last day at
the church will be December 11. If you would like to send a note of
appreciation and well wishes to John, please mail to either the church
office or John’s home address. Thank you John!
John’s home address: 453 Winners Circle
Seymour, TN 37865

KRISTEN’S CORNER

Rev. Dr. Kristen Burkhart, Associate Pastor of Discipleship
It is the season of Advent. We are surrounded by the colors of purple and pink
in the church and around the Advent wreath. We are surrounded by green, red,
gold, and silver among many other colors in decorations and lights inside and
outside of our homes. What about the color blue? What about those of us that
are struggling with the blues?
Not everyone is excited and full of Christmas cheer. Dealing with life after a divorce or separation,
facing the loss of a loved one for the first Christmas. Those dealing with sickness and health concerns.
Hearing the word “cancer” and looking at the medical plans for treatment. This year we add the loss of
loved ones due to COVID-19, isolation from the pandemic, loss of employment, money concerns, social
unrest, a presidential election, and other items. Battling addiction or walking alongside a loved one
who is in the midst of this.
The Church has a history of Blue Christmas services or the Longest Night Services. This is usually done
on December 21 which is the Winter Solstice. It is also the traditional feast day of Saint Thomas the
Apostle. Thomas struggled to believe the resurrection just as we struggle with loss, the blues, the
pandemic, and the limited services at FCUMC. I write this with a loving heart to let someone who needs
to hear this know - they are not alone. Please know you are not alone, as the world cries “Joy to the
World,” we hear your cries and sing with you “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”. I offer this prayer of comfort and strength during this isolated Blue Christmas season. And remind you that you are not alone,
and blue can be substituted for purple in the Advent wreath.
God of Grace and God of Mercy, hear our cries this Advent season.
We mourn. We grieve. We struggle. We face addiction. We face illness. We face loneliness.
Comfort us and all those who struggle among us.
Guide our mourning and our healing.
Offer us glimpses of your mighty love.
During this season of blues, may we seek the light of your son, Jesus Christ, as peace.
During the longest night, send your Holy Spirit to proclaim your love.
During this time of uncertainty, help us to seek you in the chaos.
God of Grace and God of Mercy, hear our cries for your healing touch.
Redeem us. Sustain us. Calm us. Guide us. Strengthen us. Comfort us. O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, God is with us.
Amen. 						
Prayer by: Rev. Dr. Kristen Burkhart 11/15/2020

FOUNTAIN KIDS
Christmas can be filled with all sorts of emotions.
Some people easily experience the joy of the season.
Some rest in the hope that God is making all things
new. But others struggle to find peace due to life’s
circumstances. With all that’s going on this time of
year, we thought it’d be great to go back to the basics
and simply celebrate Christmas. The truth is Jesus is
the best gift God ever gave. Jesus was proof that God
loves us and we can trust God no matter what.
Week 1: We kick off Christmas with one of the most
hopeful passages in the Old Testament. In Isaiah
9:6, we read, A child will be born to us. A son will be given
to us. He will rule over us. And he will be called
Wonderful Adviser and Mighty God. He will also be called
Father Who Lives Forever and Prince Who Brings Peace.
(NIrV)
Bottom Line: We can have hope because God keeps
His promises. Throughout the Bible, we see time
and again how God followed through on what He
promised His people.
Week 2: We head to Luke 1:26-56 and discover more
about when the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary to
announce that she would be Jesus’ mother. This must
have come as quite a surprise. After all, Mary wasn’t
married yet, and she had a different plan for her life.
Gabriel reminded her that nothing is impossible
with God. She could have been overwhelmed by this
startling news, but she chose to respond with a song
of joy.
Bottom Line: You can have joy because God has a
plan for you.

Week 3: As we kick off the week of Christmas, we
head to Luke 2:1-7 and discover more about when
Jesus was born. From a human perspective, this
whole situation must have seemed crazy to Mary and
Joseph. Not only was Mary expecting the baby who
would save the world, but now she and Joseph had to
travel to Bethlehem for the census. When they arrive,
there’s no room for them to stay except for the place
they keep the animals. As hectic as this moment was,
this is just how God wanted Jesus to enter the world.
Bottom Line: God loves us so much that He gave us a
Savior. Looking back over the stories included in the
Bible, time and again it comes back to God’s love for
His creation.
Week 4: We finish up the month in Luke 2:8-20.
After Jesus was born, the first people to find out are
some unassuming shepherds in a field minding their
own business. The angel announced Jesus’ birth along
with an angel choir that proclaimed God’s peace for
everyone on earth. They rushed to see the baby for
themselves. They were so excited that they spent the
rest of the night telling everyone they could about
Jesus.
Bottom Line: God’s peace is for everyone. When
life seems out of our control, peace can be hard to
find, especially at Christmastime. Yet Christmas is
all about the coming of Jesus, the Savior, who offers
God’s peace for all people, everywhere. We pray that
kids come to a new understanding of peace. We hope
that this Christmas, kids everywhere will come to
know God’s love and believe that Jesus truly is the
Savior of the world.

The Missions Committee would like to say thank you to all those
who adopted a Beverly Park Place (BPP) senior this year! As we
all know, Christmas can be a lonely time for seniors even in the
best of years. This year, the pandemic has made it even more
difficult for those in isolation.
If you adopted a BPP senior, please make sure that the items
are gift wrapped and placed in one gift bag per resident. Return
the gift bags to church on Saturday, December 12 from 10:00
am-12:00pm at Door 3 on Hotel Road, or on Sunday, December 13 at 10:30am during worship
check-in. Thank you for helping us make Christmas a little merrier for the seniors of Beverly
Park Place!

OUR PRESENCE

CELEBRATING WITH OUR FCUMC FAMILY
Our extended church family continues to grow! We certainly have a lot to celebrate as a congregation.
You are invited to rejoice in the following blessings with us!
Lauren & Justin Thomas welcomed Harper Elizabeth Thomas on October 25, 2020. She joins big brothers,
Camden & Hudson at home. Grandparents are Tammy & Craig Grantham.

Izzy Muńoz and John Moss IV welcomed Mateo Alejandro Moss Muńoz on October 27, 2020. Grandparents
are Reyna & John Moss III.

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Our Traditional Worship music staff and a few
friends will present a short Christmas concert
of favorite carols and songs. It will be much
different from what we historically call our
Christmas concert, as all things are this year,
but it will be uplifting, seasonal, and feel like
home. Kim, Josh, Betsy, Kathryn, and Leslie.
Those are the names on the programs, and
first names only because, well, we’re family.
These concerts will be on Sunday, December
20, at 3:00 p.m., and Monday, December 21,
at 7:30 p.m. Please register to attend through
Realm or on our website. We look so forward to
a time of making music together.

Fountain Kids Ministry is sponsoring a Christmas
event for our Fountain City UMC family! COME
HOME TO BETHLEHEM will be held on December
6 beginning at 6pm. (The rain date is December 13.)
This will be an outdoor walk through event that will
feature the talented and creative folks of FCUMC
as we relive the environment, sights and sounds of
the birth of Jesus. You will encounter a census taker,
soldiers, games, baked goods, an inn keeper, Mary &
Joseph, and much more!
This is a timed-entry, masked event. Admission is
free; however, donations will be gratefully accepted.
There will be a limited number of walk-in spots
available the night of the event.

IN MEMORY & IN HONOR
GENERAL FUND
In Honor of Mac English by Tom & Emily Cloud
In Honor of Mary Emma Scott by Tom & Emily Cloud
In Honor of Polly Kelly by Tom & Emily Cloud
In Honor of Louise Nelson by Tom & Emily Cloud
In Memory of Ruth Bryan by Mary Emma Scott, John &
Karen Needy, Joe & Teresa Benson, and Dolores Smith
In Memory of Margaret Gillenwater by Hiroyuki &
Virginia Kita
In Memory of Ray Paden by Conrad & Wanda Majors
OPEN DOOR CURBSIDE COMMUNITY MEALS
In Honor of Dan Cocke by David & Kelly Hardin
In Memory of Ruth Bryan by Pat Satterfield
FOUNTAIN CITY MINISTRY CENTER
In Memory of Ray Paden by Tom Harrington

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
In Honor of John & Karen Needy by Tom & Emily Cloud
In Honor of Mahan & Laura Archer by Tom & Emily
Cloud
In Honor of Alvah & Cheryl Bible by Tom & Emily Cloud
In Honor of Hap & Paula Minhinnett by Tom & Emily
Cloud
CHOIR FUND
In Memory of Doris Richardson by Mark Biagi
CAREGIVERS MINISTRY
In Honor of Janice Stevens by Tom & Emily Cloud
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Memory of Ray Paden by Mark Biagi
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