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A LOOK AHEAD
MORE DETAILS AVAILABLE AT

WWW.FOUNTAINCITYUMC.ORG

UPCOMING DECEMBER DATES
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2
6:00 pm : Children’s Music Program (Sanctuary)

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6
11:15 am : Adults 50+ Christmas at Smoky Mountain 
Opry (Off-Site)

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9
3:00 pm : Christmas Concert Performance (Sanctuary)

MONDAY, DECEMBER 10
7:30 pm : Christmas Concert Performance (Sanctuary)

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12
6:30 pm : Youth Christmas Party (Old Fellowship Hall)

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15
All Day : Tentative - Habitat for Humanity House 
Dedication (Off-Site)

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16
All Day : Faith Promise Sunday (Churchwide)

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22
6:00 pm : Open Door Community Meal (Wesley Hall)

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30
All Day : 5th Sunday Offering FBO Holston Home for 
Children (Churchwide)

EMERGENCY
ON CALL

Dec. 7-9 : Tom Ballard
(423) 585-7054

Dec. 14-16 : John Gargis
(865) 310-4783 

Dec. 21-23 : Tom Ballard
(423) 585-7054

Dec. 28-30 : John Gargis
(865) 310-4783

STEPHEN
MINISTRY

Gail Clift

(865) 922-9408

INTERCESSORY 
PRAYER

Mary Bolton
(865) 687-6277

Tom Harrington
(865) 687-9460

SUNDAY
OCTOBER 14

SUNDAY
OCTOBER 21

SUNDAY
OCTOBER 28

SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 4

Sunday School 318 346 350 339

8:30 am Traditional Worship 144 174 161 195

11 am Traditional Worship 214 218 217 239

11 am The Journey 170 172 172  152

Celebrate Recovery 178 186 145 155

TOTAL WORSHIP SERVICES 706 750 695 741

OUR GIFTS

WEEKLY OFFERING

Oct. 22-28  $   24,813.16
Oct. 28-Nov. 4 $   36,044.60
Nov. 5-11  $   27,831.44

YTD Received: $1,190,307.87
YTD Budget: $1,295,481.15

CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING

This year’s Christmas Eve
offering will support the
Fountain City Ministry 
Center and the work they do 
in our community.

OUR SYMPATHIES

We extend our sympathy to Ann Hunley and family in the death of  her mother, Mary 
Lou Scott VanCleave, on November 5.

We extend our sympathy to Carl Ball and family in the death of  his mother, Mary 
Lackey, on November 10.

We extend our sympathy to Linda Thompson and family in the death of  her 
husband, Charlie Thompson, on November 11.

PRAYERS, PRESENCE,

GIFTS, AND SERVICE

COME CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS
BY LESLIE HILL, DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

If  there is one thing that the music ministry of  our 
church is known for, it is our Christmas program. It 
seems that throughout the year, I am reminded by 
friends, acquaintances, and even strangers that our 
televised broadcasts are an annual part of  family 
Christmas gatherings or are the way some of  our 
members feel connected to us in spite of  not being 
able to physically attend our church anymore.

We are allowed into the homes of  so many people, and 
I am blessed and humbled by all of  the gratitude and 
accolades I receive on behalf  of  the people who share 
in our music ministry. It is a wonderful thing to know 
our work and our ministry matter.

As tradition goes, we will sing and ring in celebration 
of  Christ’s birth, and we will share our music beyond 
the walls of  our church through television. Come. 
Celebrate Christmas with us on Sunday, December 9, 
at 3:00pm, and on Monday, December 10, at 7:30pm.

The program will also be broadcast on television. 
Make sure to check out our website to find out when 
and where you can tune in to hear our Christmas 
program. Your support of  the music ministry through 
your prayers and your gifts is always appreciated. 

Regardless of  how much I resolve to slow down and not run 
to Bethlehem’s manger, it seems as if  I break that resolution 
every year - even before I get to those confounded New Year’s 
resolutions that soon evaporate. Christmas trees, inflatables, 
and strands of  lights were again in plain view in the big box 
stores even before Halloween decorations were stocked. And 
poor Thanksgiving is having to live in the shadow of  the dark 
clouds of  those newly-discovered cousins, Black Friday and 
Cyber Monday. If  I were the Caesar (and thankfully I’m not), 
I wouldn’t decree that everyone return to his/her hometown 
for a census and pay a tax. I would order that everybody stay 
where they already are and put the brakes on their lives.

Advent is all about preparation. Contrary to the blaring loudspeaker of  our culture, this season is not the Christmas 
Season. Rather, it is a lens through which we come to a better understanding of  what God is up to. Think of  the 
preparations that Mary had to make during her pregnancy. It was certainly more than four weeks of  getting ready! 
And think of  Joseph and his gut-wrenching decision to not call off his betrothal to Mary. He surely played the 
script over and over in his head so that he would have just the right words to respond to those who were all-too-
ready to point fingers. Skeptics surely thought that either Mary had been unfaithful or that this relationship had 
been consummated prior to the appointed wedding day.

Here at Fountain City UMC, there have been preparations going on in several areas so that we won’t have to “eat 
the bread of  anxious toil.” We are preparing intentionally and methodically. We are modeling to the rest of  the 
world what it means to take our collective feet off of  the gas pedal of  the Church so that we can enjoy the ride and 
not be exhausted or exasperated by the time we reach the destination. May our Advent journey be enriching and 
meaningful. Let’s covenant to slow each other down and appreciate our traveling companions. And let me be the 
first to say that I’m grateful to be traveling with you. May the peace of  Christ be with you.

PASTOR,

CORNERED

A NOTE

FROM TOM

Giving to Fountain City UMC is as easy as 1-2-3!
Go to the App Store or Google Play and search for “GivePlus Church” to download for 
FREE!

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
CHILDREN & FAMILY NATIVITY SERVICE
4:00 pm : Sanctuary

THE JOURNEY CONTEMPORARY SERVICE
5:30 pm : Gym

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
11:00 pm : Sanctuary



Our new Celebrate Recovery ministry, The Landing, is now live! We 
are specifically designed for youth grades 6th through 12th with an 
intentional focus on connection, learning, and sharing. We start 
each Tuesday evening at 7:00pm with worship in the gym and then 
dismiss to a large group session for learning. Small groups are then 
divided up by gender and age to open up  more opportunities to share 
in a smaller, less intimidating setting. 

We then wrap up the night with music and prayer at 9:00pm. We also 
offer students snacks and the occasional craft project! We are
excited to see how this ministry can grow and meet the needs
of  youth in our community. 

If  you would like to get involved with this ministry or Celebrate 
Recovery in general, please contact John Gargis at john.gargis@
fountaincityumc.org or Andrea McCarter at andrea.mccarter@
fountaincityumc.org. See you at the Landing! 

IN MEMORY & IN HONOR

GENERAL FUND
In Memory of  Dawn Greenway by Fred & Billie 
Graves
In Honor of  Mahan Archer by Martha Kerley
In Memory of  Rev. Harold D. Ray by Fay, Mark, 
and Kathy Ray

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
In Honor of  Mary Ellen Whittaker by Irene
Tarver
In Memory of  Zeno Brown by Nancy Brown
In Honor of  Mary Ellen Whittaker by Judy Hodge

CELEBRATE RECOVERY
In Memory of  Aaron Clift by Judy Hodge

FOUNTAIN CITY MINISTRY CENTER 
In Honor of  Mary Emma Scott by Rick 
Harrington
In Memory of  Mary Lackey by Tom Harrington

THE JOURNEY
In Memory of  Melynda Ripley by David & Teresa 
Parker
In Memory of  Melynda Ripley by Bill & Martha 
Routh 

MUSIC MINISTRIES
In Honor of  Charles & Kathy Harrington by Rick 
Harrington

PUERTO RICO MISSION TRIP
In Honor of  Chloe Harrington by Mary Emma 
Scott
In Honor of  Charlotte Musgraves by Mary Emma 
Scott

Our extended church family continues to grow! We invite you to rejoice 
in the following blessings with us!

Join us in celebrating new member Lewis Brewer! Lewis joined on 
Sunday, November 11, during our 11:00 Traditional service. Welcome to 
our FCUMC family!

Join us in celebrating new members Jason Palmer and Amanda
Hurst! Jason and Amanda joined on Sunday, November 11, during The 
Journey service. Welcome to our FCUMC family!

Join us in celebrating new members Freddy and Geraldine 
Rhodes! Freddy and Geraldine joined on Sunday, November 11, 
during The Journey service. Welcome to our FCUMC family!

We at FCUMC have a great many things to celebrate with our church 
family! If  you have a celebration to include, please email jessie.but-
tram@fountaincityumc.org. Photos are always welcome!

OUR PRESENCE
CELEBRATING WITH
OUR FCUMC FAMILY

NEWS, NOTES, AND

THE NOTEWORTHY

THE GIVING TREE
Each Christmas, Fountain City UMC collects necessary 
clothing items for our Faith Promise partners This year, 
we are collecting brand new blue jeans for Fountain City 
Ministry Center, for children sizes 4T to 12, both boys 
and girls! 

Jeans can be dropped off in the hallway outside of  Wesley 
Hall beneath our Giving Tree. We will be collecting these 
items beginning December 2 until December 30. 

Fountain City Ministry Center is one of  our many Faith 
Promise partners, and we are blessed by the work they do 
right here in our community meeting real needs of  our 
real neighbors. The missions committee thanks you for 
your generosity!

UPCOMING YOUTH EVENTS
Our youth are having their annual Christmas party on 
Wednesday, December 12, from 6:30pm until 8:00pm in 
the Old Fellowship Hall! We will have food, games, and a 
(fairly) cutthroat White Elephant gift exchange! Bring a 
gift under $10 to exchange and all your Christmas cheer! 

Registration for Resurrection 2019 is now underway! 
Resurrection will be held on January 25-27 at the 
LeConte Center in Pigeon Forge. This weekend is al-
ways a meaningful time of  worship and spiritual 
growth for our youth; we hope your student can make it! 

Cost is $110 for students, with discounts available 
for multiple students per family.  To register for 
Resurrection, check out our youth’s website at www.
fcumcyouth.org. 

Adults, if  you’d like to chaperone any (or all!) of  our
upcoming youth events, we could use your help! Contact 
Daniel Doubleday at daniel.doubleday@fountainci-
tyumc.org for more information!

ABOUT THE COVER PHOTO: Each month, we
intentionally host the Communion table to remember 
the  mystery of  our faith: Christ has died, Christ has 
risen, Christ will come again!

If  you’d like to see one (or two or five!) of  your photos 
grace the cover of  future The Spirit newsletters, please 
email jessie.buttram@fountaincityumc.org.

DECEMBER USHERS
8:30AM SERVICE
Charles Thompson - Head Usher
Celia Thompson - Head Usher
Lee Iglehart
Susan Iglehart
Ed Owens
Joanne Owens

11:00AM SERVICE
Al DeBusk - Head Usher
John Shipman - Head Usher
Jimmy Villarreal
Paul Koontz
Michele Koontz
Buzzy Lytle
Rachael Hedgepeth

THE JOURNEY
Jackie Carter
Clarence Carter
Ryan Dykeman
Dee Dee Seals

FAITH PROMISE SUNDAY
This month’s Faith Promise Sunday 
will be December 16, focusing is on 
Agape Outreach Homes & Volunteer
Ministry Center. 

Agape Outreach Homes provides
housing and care for men with severe 
persistent mental illness. Agape is a
Greek word meaning “unconditional 
love,” and Agape Outreach Homes exists 
to extend this love to their clients and 
community.

Volunteer Ministry Center has spent 
over twenty years serving our homeless 
community here in Knoxville. They 
offer specialized services for those 
experiencing homelessness, as well 
as providing services to help prevent 
homelessness in the first place. 

We are honored to be ministry partners 
with these important organizations. 
Thank you for your Faith Promise 
commitments!



Advent is kind of  a big deal to our church and to 
the Church body as a whole. Apart from the largely 
commercialized Christmas season we’ve all come 
to know (and love!), it is a reverent season of
anticipation. It is the catalyst of  God’s perfect and 
ultimate and thoroughly planned reconciliation
between His holy highness and this wretched 
world. 

We at Fountain City UMC don’t take this season
lightly. We hope you are able to join us on Sunday 
mornings in one of  our three worship services 
as we light each candle of  the Advent wreath in 
turn, reciting timeless liturgy and tradition, 
uniting us with believers who have gone before 
us and with believers all around the world, 
dwelling on that same sense of  anticipation.

We hope you are able to make use of  the Advent
materials provided, and perhaps to even dig 
deeper into other Advent studies, either on 
Wednesday evenings or through small groups, 
in your Sunday school classes or with your family 
around the dinner table. 

And while Advent is all month long, we want to 
highlight the worship opportunities available here 
at Fountain City UMC on Christmas Eve.

CHILDREN AND FAMILY NATIVITY SERVICE
This service will be at 4:00pm in the Sanctuary. 
We especially invite families with children of  
all ages! Children are invited to meet in Wesley 
Hall beginning at 3:30pm to don costumes
portraying many of  the important characters
present at that first nativity! 

We will also be recognizing and blessing families 
celebrating “baby’s first Christmas” with us! We 
hope you are able to attend, and make this a new 
family tradition on Christmas Eve! And as you can 
imagine, this service captures some of  the chaos of  
that night in a Bethlehem barn! 

THE JOURNEY CONTEMPORARY SERVICE
This service will be at 5:30pm in the Gym.
Worship will be led by The Journey band and 
their special musical guests. This is a more
contemporary-style worship service, much like 
our Journey service on Sunday mornings, with 
Christmas music and praise and worship songs 
you’re likely to hear on the radio station!

TRADITIONAL CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
This service will be at 11:00pm in the Sanctuary. 
This is our traditional service with hymns and 
liturgical scripture, ending the service by candle-
light passed from person to person. 

We hope to see you there!

ADVENT 2018
BY ANDREA MCCARTER

Family Advent materials are available as we celebrate 
this holy season of  anticipation. Recently, our children 
and youth received their own Advent calendars 
in Sunday school. Advent materials for adults 
are also available in the narthex outside of  the 
Sanctuary and in the hallway outside of  the gym. 

We look forward to deepening our understanding of  
Advent together as a church, and we hope you are able 
to use these devotionals as a family!

For further Advent studies or more information 
about intentional discipleship, please contact Andrea
McCarter at andrea.mccarter@fountaincityumc.
org. 

We pray this Advent season is full of  hope and
meaning, and we invite you to spend this special 
season with us at Fountain City UMC!

CHILDREN’S MUSIC PROGRAM
This semester’s children’s music program will be on 
Sunday, December 2, at 6:00pm in the Sanctuary. 
Our Fountain Kids really know how to put us in the
Christmas spirit, from our littlest ones in 
Sprouts to our 3rd through 5th graders in the 
Off-Broadway Kids ensemble! 

You won’t want to miss this sweet program as our 
children lead us in Christmas carols, hymns, and
other traditional choral selections that are sure to
bless you and lift your spirits this Advent season! 

A very special thank you to the adults who pour their 
time and talents into our children every week, teaching 
them early on what a gift music is from a creative God!

JOHN’S CORNER
BY JOHN GARGIS, ASSOCIATE PASTOR

I was chatting with some church members this week and the word
“diversity” came up. This got me thinking.  

Diversity comes in many forms. When we think of  the term
diversity, we more than likely think of  color or ethnicity. 
And yes, we pray for this diversity. And yes, God is blessing us with 

this diversity. But this week, I’m thinking of  the many other flavors of  diversity.

God is blessing us with family diversity. We have new families joining our church who are “not from around 
here.” Their children are in our programs. They are visiting our Sunday school classes. 

God is blessing us with diversity of  the senses. I see William sharing what Fountain City UMC means to him with 
the assistance of  his interpreter. 

God is blessing us with diversity of  world views. Some joining us do not see the world the same way we see it.

When prayers are answered so specifically, it is a true revelation of  God. Diversity often brings challenges, but 
I feel strongly these are Godly challenges. Let us, as the body of  Christ, be grateful to receive what we pray for.

CHRISTMAS EVE

S E R V I C E S


