
THE SPIRIT
FOUNTAIN CITY UMC

DECEMBER  2021 NEWSLETTER



Give The Best Gift This Year - An Invitation 
Friends who don’t “get” church, and especially those who went when they were children but 
have since dropped out, seldom know what the word Advent means. They usually do get it 
when they hear it explained as an intentional time for us to prepare for the event of Christ being 
born.  Many in our church have worked diligently to make sure we don’t miss the joyful reason 
for the season we celebrate.  Over the next few weeks, you will get to see, touch, and hear a 
variety of ways to understand the JOY of Christ being born. However, this work was not done 
just for us to enjoy! Just like Christmas teaches us, the best gift is the one you give away.  

Pop quiz! At what time of year is it easiest to invite someone to church? Easter? No, try again. 
Christmas? Yes! Why? Though people may not know or understand what Christianity is about, they understand 
that it is something important, ancient, and celebrated by hundreds of millions of people. Those who are “in 
between” churches, starting over, ready to finally celebrate a “post-COVID” Christmas, and even curious 
skeptics find a warm and authentic invite hard to resist this time of year. Prayerfully consider who among your 
colleagues, co-workers, or neighbors you feel needs an honest invitation. Saying something like, “The _______ 
(insert your favorite part of Advent here, like the Christmas Concert, Walk Through Bethlehem, Christmas Eve 
Service, etc.) my church puts on is one of my favorite traditions of this Christmas season. Will you come sit 
with me when I go?” They will be glad you asked.

Seeking Christ With You,
Pastor Don  

The End is Near!
The end of the year is coming! There is still time to send in your financial gifts in support of the church’s 
General Ministry Fund. You may need to catch up on your 2021 pledge or you may not know about your total 
giving ability until you know the size of your bonus or other financial results at the end of the year. Our church 
is happy to work with you to achieve your giving goals. Here are options and timelines available to you to 
make sure your financial gift is credited in the 2021 financial year.

• Mail your check to the church - postmarked by December 31.
• Give online at the church website: fountaincityumc.org/give/give-online/.
• Bring your gift to the church office Monday-Thursday 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. or Fridays 8:30 a.m.-noon. 

The office will be closed on Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve. Gifts must be dropped off by December 
30 at 5:00 p.m.

      Use your bank’s bill pay system - must have gift date by December 31. 
• Use Realm to check your giving status/pledge balance and make a gift by December 31.
• If giving stock or funds managed by a broker, ask for a transfer to be completed by December 31.
 
Thank you for making a difference in countless lives in this community and around the world through your 
financial gifts to Fountain City United Methodist Church!

WORSHIP SCHEDULE FOR SUNDAYS 
IN DECEMBER

8:30 a.m.: Traditional in the Sanctuary 
9:45 a.m.: The Journey in the Gym

9:45 a.m.: Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.: Traditional in the Sanctuary

11:00 a.m.: Fountain Kids Bible Experience in Wesley Hall
11:00 a.m.: Thrive Small Groups in 135 & 137

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS FOR DECEMBER

Monday-Thursday: 
8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.

Friday: 
8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

(Office closed on Christmas Eve & New Year’s Eve)



ABOUT THE COVER PHOTO:
Christians have adopted the holly tree as a symbol for 
Christmas. The sharp leaves are said to symbolize the crown 
of thorns worn by Christ. The evergreen quality of the tree 
is metaphoric for eternal life. If you would like to see one of 
your photos grace the cover of a future The Spirit, please 
email kathleen.bloom@fountaincityumc.org.

OUR GIFTS:  
WEEKLY OFFERING
 Oct 18-24           $15,611.00
 Oct 25-31           $22,995.50
 Nov 1-7              $32,648.00
 Nov 8-14            $25,985.03

             
 

  
FAITH PROMISE

Faith Promise Sunday will 
be December 26. Please 
mail your check to the 
church office or go to 

www.fountaincityumc.org 
and click on “GIVE” to 
make your commitment.

PRAYERS, PRESENCE, GIFTS,  

SERVICE, and Witness

KARM COATS FOR THE COLD 

Knoxville Area Rescue Ministries’ Coats for the Cold is an 
annual coat drive to distribute thousands of coats for those 
in need in our area.

Fountain City UMC has coat vouchers to provide to those 
in need of a coat, so please contact the church office for 
a coat voucher. Coat distribution will be at any KARM 
Stores location through Saturday, December 11.

BEVERLY PARK PLACE 

The holidays can be a lonely time for 
residents in nursing homes but we can make 
this Christmas a little merrier for seniors at 
Beverly Park Place (BPP). We are adopting 
BPP residents to assist with their Christmas 
wishes. We have 50 names of  seniors whose 
wish lists can be picked up in the hallway 
outside of  the church office on December 5 
at 9:30 a.m., 10:40 a.m. and 1200 p.m.

Please make sure the items are gift wrapped 
and placed in one gift bag per resident. 
Return the gift bags to church on Sunday, 
December 12 or contact Becky Ripley at 
865-789-5621 to make other arrangements. 
This is a church-wide project sponsored by 
the Missions Committee. We welcome and 
encourage individuals, families, and 
Sunday School classes to participate. Let’s 
help raise the spirits of  Beverly Park Place 
residents this Christmas!

COVID VACCINATION CLINIC 
DECEMBER 4 • 9AM-NOON

We look forward to another successful event 
for our Fountain City community and we need 
your help! On Saturday, December 4, we will 
have the Knox County Health Department 
back in our building to provide second doses of 
the COVID-19 vaccine. (You can get your first 
dose as well.) Medic Regional Blood Center 
will have a mobile unit onsite as well so please 
come out and volunteer to assist with our 
vaccine clinic or to give blood!



We have a lot to be grateful for and to celebrate as a 
Christian congregation this Christmas season. With our 
missional minds and open hearts for our 
community, we have many ways to come together 
as we prepare our hearts for the true meaning of 
Christmas, Christ’s birth. We hope you will join us at the 
following events at Fountain City UMC this Christmas!

We had such a great time at our inaugural Come Home 
to Bethlehem last year that we had to do it all over 
again! This event is a free outdoor Christmas experience 
featuring live music, games, hot chocolate and a 
Christmas photo booth before you enter the town gates 
of Bethlehem. 

After entering Bethlehem, you will encounter a census 
taker, craft shop, baked goods, animals, an inn keeper, 
Mary and Joseph and much more! 

Admittance will be timed-entry allowing everyone to 
enjoy each station sufficiently. Admission is free but 
donations will be gladly accepted. (Rain date: December 
6, 2021)

The Chancel Choir and Tollers are so excited! After 
a 2020 Christmas season that didn’t allow us to 
worship and make music together, it feels so good to 
be preparing music to share with our church family 
and community. The Christmas Concert is back, and 
it is full of familiar Advent and Christmas favorites 
beautifully arranged by some of our favorite composers. 
Leslie Hill is so excited to gather singers, ringers, and 
orchestral players to share in a worshipful time of joy 
and song! This concert will be recorded and broadcast on 
local television channels on Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day. These broadcast times will be 
announced in our E-Spirit and on social media in the 
coming weeks.
 

Christmas Eve Worship 
December 24, 2021

Bring your entire family and invite friends as we join 
together in worship on Christmas Eve celebrating the 
birth of Jesus in Bethlehem. 

4:00 p.m.  Children & Family Nativity Worship 
We invite families with children of all ages to this 
family-friendly look at that night in Bethlehem so 
long ago. Children are invited to meet in Wesley Hall 
at 3:30 p.m. to don costumes portraying many of the 
important people present at that first nativity. As you 
can imagine, this service captures some of the chaos of 
that night in a Bethlehem barn! We will also be blessing
families celebrating “baby’s first Christmas”.

6:30 p.m. The Journey Contemporary Worship 
This candlelight service lead by The Journey Band 
celebrates Christ’s birth in our own unique style.

11:00 p.m.  Traditional Worship 
The final service of the evening will include traditional 
hymns, scripture readings and a special ending under 
reverent candlelight with the passing of candles from 
person to person.  

The Christmas Season 
at fcumc 



F.O.R. Fountain City Community Event

What an amazing day we had! Thanks to all of our awesome volunteers as we opened up our hearts to our 
community on November 13 with fun activities for kids, as well as COVID-19 and flu vaccinations for all. We 
vaccinated over 100 individuals and look forward to welcoming people back on December 4 with second doses 
of the COVID-19 vaccine. In addition, the Medic Regional Blood Center Mobile Unit will be here. Let’s keep 
this spirit rolling! FCUMC is a great, loving and compassionate community of servants! 



INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Tim Brown (865) 599-3429

Tom Harrington (865) 687-9460 
prayer@fountaincityumc.org

STEPHEN MINISTRY
Gail Clift  (865) 922-9408

Stephen Ministers are congregation members trained 
by their Stephen Leaders to offer care to people who 
are hurting. They provide high-quality, one-to-one, 
Christ-centered care to people in our congregation 
and the community experiencing life difficulties.

Pastor On Call After Hours & Weekends
Text or Call 865-888-0192

When there is a hospitalization, a death in the 
family, or any other time you may need urgent 
pastoral care when the church office is closed,
we encourage you to text or call 865-888-0192

to reach the pastor on call.

EPIC! 
Experienced People In Christ

(formerly Senior Adults)

Fellowship Gathering 
December 17 • 1:00 p.m.-2:30 p.m.

Join us for coffee, hot chocolate, dessert, singing and 
fellowship. If you would like to bring your favorite 
Christmas dessert or candy to share, then please do, 
but it is not necessary. It will be EPIC!

Register using this QR Code or call 
church office at 865-689-5175 before 
December 14. This is a free event!

LAP ROBES BY TEAM CRAFT
FOR WESLEY HOUSE

Last Christmas, Team Craft pledged to make a lap robe 
for each of the “grannies” at Wesley House in time for 
Christmas this year. We honored that pledge when we 
delivered 30 lap robes made by our members.  Each was 
approximately 45” by 54”, a generous size for a lap robe.  

Some were knitted, some crocheted, some quilted, and 
we even had one that was woven!  Wesley House was 
delighted to receive our gifts and will distribute them 
at Christmas. Thank you Team Craft for your missional 
spirit!

NOTE ABOUT FALL GRADUATIONS
Congratulations to all students who are 

graduating this semester! Fall Graduations 
will be honored in the Spring. 

Fountain City UMC
Phone: 865-689-5175

Email: fcumc@fountaincityumc.org
Website: www.fountaincityumc.org



FOUNTAIN KIDs                  FOUNTAIN LITTLES

For many of us, Christmas lights are the best and brightest 
part of Christmas celebrations. It doesn’t matter if it’s the 
high-rises in the big city or houses lining Main Street; when 
the lights come out, it’s a wonderland! People celebrate big 
at Christmas because there’s Someone big to celebrate. 
Jesus! The best gift God ever gave was Jesus. Because of 
Jesus, it’s possible for us to have a relationship with God 
that will last forever. As we remember the Christmas story, 
we take time to celebrate the greatest gift the world has ever 
known. 

Week 1: In our first week, we start in Luke 1:5-25, 57-66, 
where we find Zechariah and Elizabeth. They were unable 
to have children. On top of that, they were older, and 
having a child of their own seemed impossible. Then one 
day, an angel came to Zechariah and told him that he would 
indeed have a son, and that son would prepare the way for 
the Promised One, Jesus. Zechariah and Elizabeth learned 
that anything is possible with God.

Week 2: In week two, we turn to Luke 1:26-56. The 
Messiah had been promised for generations, but no one 
would have guessed that God would use a young woman 
to bring that promise to fulfilment including that young 
woman herself. Mary was awestruck when the angel came 
to announce that she was about to have a child who would 
be the Savior of the world. She found joy, trusting that God 
was up to something bigger than she could have possibly 
imagined.

Week 3: In week three, we head to the familiar Christmas 
passage in Luke 2:1-20, where we read how Jesus was born 
in Bethlehem! We find that God didn’t announce Jesus’ 
birth to kings or government officials. Rather, God sent an 
angel choir to announce this news to a bunch of shepherds 
on a hillside. The shepherds ran to find Jesus, where they 
worshipped Him. When they left, they were so full of joy 
they made sure to tell everyone what they had seen.

Week 4: We finish up our Christmas season celebration in 
Matthew 2:1-12. We see how the announcement of Jesus’ 
birth was far-reaching. Wise men from the East saw a star 
that set them on an adventure to find a promised king of 
Israel. We’re not sure how long it took, but when the wise 
men finally found Jesus, they worshipped him.

Love, Miss Donna
 

Merry Christmas! It’s time to celebrate the birth of our 
Savior! We are using the alphabet this month as a fun way to 
introduce the true story about how God gave us Jesus. Our 
preschoolers are going to grow up and start asking some 
hard questions. How do I know God really loves me? Does 
God still love me? We want the answer to be right there 
ready for them - I know God loves me because God gave 
us Jesus. Whenever doubt comes into our heart, whenever 
our mind begins to ask questions and seek proof, we need 
only remember back to that first Christmas when God sent 
His Son to us. Merry Christmas! May you be filled with joy 
this Christmas season as you remember that God loves the 
world so much, He gave us His Son, Jesus.

WEEK 1 Story Focus: God told us He would give us 
Jesus. (A is for Angel) Since this is an Alphabet Christmas, 
we’ll start with the letter A. A is for angel. God sent an 
angel to tell Mary that He would give us Jesus. We can only 
imagine how Mary felt at that moment when she found out 
that she was having God’s Son. WOW! But, that’s just the 
beginning of the Christmas story. 

WEEK 2 Story Focus: Jesus is born. (J is for Jesus) Week 
two is brought to you by the letter J. J is for Jesus! Our 
preschoolers will hear all about the BIG event. Jesus 
is born! Jesus, the Son of God, the gift to the world, the 
evidence of God’s love for us, is born! And, that’s who we 
celebrate at Christmas!

WEEK 3 Story Focus: The angels tell about Jesus. (S 
is for Shepherd) The third week introduces the letter S. 
S is for Shepherds! God sent angels to spread the good 
news to shepherds. After the angels reassured the men that 
there was no reason to be afraid and told them Jesus had 
been born, the shepherds wasted no time running to see 
God’s perfect gift! Then, they kept running so they could 
tell everyone in town the good news! 

WEEK 4 Story Focus: The wise men come to see God’s 
Son. (W is for wise man) We end the month with the letter 
W for wise men. These men had waited a long time to see 
this gift God had given us. We can only imagine the deepest 
gratitude and wonder that must have flooded their hearts as 
they bowed to present their gifts to baby Jesus. They knew 
that God had given us a profound expression of His love.

Merry Christmas! Love my Fountain Littles! Miss Jenny



 IN MEMORY & IN HONOR

GENERAL FUND
In Memory of Charlie Durham by Charles & Kathy Harrington, 
 Charlotte Musgraves, Ralph & Janice Guider, Bruce & Jeane
 Luttrell, and Bill & Betty Addonizio
In Memory of Johnnie Burkey by Polly Kelly
In Memory of Sarah Stevens by Polly Kelly, and Judy Hodge
In Memory of Faye Conner by Polly Kelly
In Memory of Bill Dyke by Polly Kelly

FAITH PROMISE
In Memory of Frank Jennings, Sr., Frank Jennings, Jr., & Lotus 
 Jennings by Tom Harrington

FOUNTAIN CITY MINISTRY CENTER
In Memory of Van Stewart by David & Kelly Hardin
In Memory of Pauline Markman by Dolores Smith
In Honor of Daniel & Faith Doubleday by Tom Harrington

CELEBRATE RECOVERY
In Honor of Seth & Joy Charles by Tom Cloud

MUSIC MINISTRY
In Memory of Johnnie Burkey by Judy Hodge

UMCOR
In Honor of Dave & Mary Fredna Danford by Tom Harrington

  OUR SYMPATHIES

We extend our sympathy to Walter Griffin and family in the death of his son, Edwin Griffin, on October 28.

We extend our sympathy to Russell Tiller and family in the death of his mother, Paula Tiller, on November 4. 

We extend our sympathy to Ann Durham and family in the death of her husdand, Charlie Durham, on 
November 5. 
 
We extend our sympathy to the family of Jack Thacker in his death on November 13. 

COFFEE, DONUTS AND FELLOWSHIP 
ON SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THE 

WELCOME CENTER

You are invited to join your church family each 
Sunday for coffee, donuts, and fellowship before 

or after worship! Stop by the Welcome Center from 
8:15 a.m.-11:15 a.m. and let us bless you! 

See you Sunday!

Happy Retirement Maxine!

It is with mixed emotions that 
we announce the retirement of 
Maxine Engle, our loyal church 
receptionist. Maxine has been 
the smiling face and telephone 
voice who greeted members and 
visitors to the church office for the past twelve years. 
She has faithfully facilitated communication between 
the staff, the congregation, visitors, and vendors. 
Maxine’s contributions will always be valued and 
remembered. Her hard work, commitment, and 
faithful dedication are worthy of praise! 

A drop-in retirement party will be held on 
Monday, December 20 from 10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
in Wesley Hall. Notes and gifts of appreciation can 
be sent to the church office, and marked for Maxine, 
or brought to the retirement party. We will recognize 
Maxine in the 11am Traditional Worship Service on 
December 26. Please join with us in giving thanks 
to such a faithful part of our church ministry team! 
Thank you, Maxine and congratulations, on your re-
tirement!


