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Brothers and sisters in Christ, 

As most of you already know, I recently returned from a 3-week adventure 
through Europe visiting Spain, France, Italy, Austria, and the United Kingdom – 
although that last stop was more of an inconvenience created by American Air-
lines that bore opportunity. 

While the first half of my trip was a family get-away with my wife and 
in-laws, the second half was a research trip where I traveled across Italy in 
preparation for our church’s trip to Italy in the summer of 2023. During my trip I 

took extensive notes, visited upwards of 70 churches, and wandered the streets of Italian cities in search of the 
best undiscovered locations across the peninsula. 

To say that my trip was transformative would be an understatement. Exactly how it transformed me is 
still elusive at this point. Having only returned a few weeks ago, my brain has still not fully processed the 
totality of what I saw and experienced. From St. Peter’s Basilica, to the Sacred Steps, and to the remnants 
of church leaders long-gone before me but making a difference still, the experience I had only solidified my 
understanding of the role that Italy has played in the history of every major Christian tradition that exists to this 
day. I cannot wait to share that experience with you all next summer. 

Our trip together next summer – for those of you who decide to go – will be part cultural enrichment, part 
tourism, and part spiritual pilgrimage. If you are able to go, I promise you that the experience you will have 
in Italy will not only make you more appreciative of other cultures, languages, and nations, but also more 
appreciative of this catholic faith we practice with Christians around the world – to use the words of the 
Apostle’s creed.  If you are interested in joining me on this adventure next summer, you can learn more and 
register by typing www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/italy-tour-with-chase-crickenberger into your web browser. 

In the second half of the fall, beginning on October 5, and again in the spring, I will be teaching a two-part 
course called “Adventures in Church History” on Wednesday nights, which will prepare us for the trip. While 
attending the course is not required to go on the trip, it is highly encouraged. If you are unable to travel to Italy 
but would still like to learn more about church history, feel free to join this class. 

Friends, you are the body of Christ for the world. I hope you will join me in exploring that world next summer! 

In Christ, 
Pastor Chase



OUR GIFTS:  
WEEKLY OFFERING
Jun 13-19      $18,744.00
Jun 20-26      $15,260.71 
Jun 27-Jul 3  $16,308.26  
Jul 4-10         $20,714.17

FAITH PROMISE
Faith Promise Sunday is 
August 28. Please go to 

www.fountaincityumc.org 
and click on “GIVE” to 
make your commitment.

PRAYERS, PRESENCE, GIFTS, 

SERVICE, and Witness

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

• 8:30am Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)
• 9:45am Journey Worship (Gym & Livestream)
• 9:45am Sunday Morning Discipleship churchwide
• 11am Traditional Worship (Sanctuary & Livestream)
• 11am Sunday Morning Discipleship

(135,136,137,OFH)
• 11am Fountain Kids Bible Experience (212)

Join us as we work with other Fountain City 
churches in a Day of Service in our community 
and the Greater Knoxville area for Operation 
Inasmuch!

Fountain City United Methodist Church along 
with Central Baptist Church of Fountain City 
and Smithwood Baptist Church will join 
Operation Inasmuch United Knoxville to reach 
out to our community and the city through a 
variety of projects in a day of service. We will 
kick off Saturday morning, August 20, with a brief 
commissioning service at 8:30 AM at Central 
Baptist-Fountain City. 

Register using this QR Code or visit 
our website to sign up for projects in 
Fountain City or other areas of 
Knoxville. 

Closing Ceremony
We will cap off our  weekend with a celebration 
service at 6:00 PM Sunday evening, August 21, at 
FCUMC to share photos, stories, and ice cream! 

T-Shirt order deadline: Midnight on August 5.
Project signup deadline: Midnight on August 14.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044baaad2eaaf85-2022
https://www.fountaincityumc.org/give/give-online/
https://www.fountaincityumc.org/give/give-online/
https://www.acstechnologies.com/realm/tools/mobile-apps/connect-mobile-app/


FOUNTAIN CITY FELLOWSHIP 
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS

We are excited to welcome you back to church on 
Wednesday nights! Beginning on August 10, 2022, 
we will have new programming for adults, youth and 
children as well as our Fellowship Meal. Fountain Kids 
will have their Back-To-School Bash on August 10. 
Please join us at 7:15 PM on the front lawn as we pray 
over the children for their upcoming school year. We look 
forward to seeing everyone this fall for great food and 
fellowship!

Fellowship Meals • 5:30 PM • Gym
Join us each Wednesday evening in the Gym for great 
food and fellowship! Our menus include a main entrée, a 
gluten free offering, and a kids’ meal. Sides, desserts and 
beverages are included. 
 Adults : $10 Seniors (65+) & Youth (MS & HS) : $7
   Children (Birth-5th) : FREE Family Max : $25

Programming • 6:30 PM-8:00 PM
We have several discipleship opportunities this semester. 
Please check out the available classes below and register 
for the class of your choice in Realm or on our website.

Foundations • August 10-September 28 • Room 138
Are you new to our church and don’t know much 
about what makes us Methodists? Or have you been a 
Methodist your entire life and are still uncertain about 
our faith? If the answer is yes, this class is for you. Join 
Rev. Chase Crickenberger as he explores the history of 
the Methodist Church. 

The Trinity • September 28-October 26 • Wesley Hall
For many Christians, the doctrine of the Trinity feels very 
mysterious. What is the Trinity? Why is understanding 
the doctrine of the Trinity important? How does the 
Trinity influence our worship and daily life? Dr. Ian 
McFarland, Professor of Theology at Candler School of 
Theology, will lead this six week hybrid class. (We will 
meet online during fall break on October 12, 2022.)

Starting Point • August 10-September 28 • Room 136
Do you have doubts? Do you have hard questions about 
your faith? Do you need a refresher on what we as 
Christians believe? Come to Starting Point lead by Rev. 
Don Hanshew, a course about the hard questions of faith.

Adventures in Church History, Part One  
• October 5 - November 16 • Room 138
Planning to travel to Italy with the church next summer? 
Or just want to learn more about church history? Join 
Rev. Chase Crickenberger in the first of a two-part course 
designed to inspire a deeper appreciation for this faith we 
practice with Christians around the world.

Twelve Steps Study • July 6 - December 21 • Room 201 
This step study small group lead by Seth Charles is 
dedicated to those who are ready to dive deeper into their 
past and the choices they have made. You don’t have to 
have an alcohol or drug addiction to benefit from this 
group. Any participant will see real, lasting changes start to 
happen. Our 12-Step Study groups are split into men’s 
and women’s groups. They are safe places to share your 
heart and the things that you currently struggle with along 
with the pains and hurts from the past. 

GriefShare • August 10 – November 2 • Room 137 
It hurts to lose someone. Find help at GriefShare, a 
friendly, caring group of people who will walk 
alongside you through one of life’s most difficult 
experiences. You don’t have to go through the 
grieving process alone. There will be a morning session 
on Wednesdays as well. Surviving the Holidays seminar 
will take place November 9, 2022.

Youth Group: Our Youth Group will meet on 
Wednesday nights following the fellowship meal 
beginning at 6:30 PM in Old Fellowship Hall. Please join 
our Dale Giefing, Director of Student Ministries, for free 
pizza and fellowship as he leads our youth group on their 
spiritual path and growth in their relationship with God.

Fountain Kids (K-5th): This semester, Fountain Kids 
Club will explore God’s word through interactive 
activities, arts, storytelling, and media with our amazing 
small group leaders. Check-in at the KidCheck kiosk. 
Beginning August 17, Fountain Voices (K-5th) will meet 
from 6–6:30 PM prior to Fountain Kids Club.

Fountain Littles (Birth-PreK): Childcare is moving 
upstairs to Room 214 during adult programming. Check 
in at the KidCheck kiosk.

Music Ministry: Our fall music rehearsals will begin on 
the following dates. 
• Tollers Adult Handbells: August 10 at 6:30 PM
• Fountain Voices for Children: August 24 at 6 PM
• OffeRing Youth Handbells:September 11 at 4 PM
• Youth Choir:  September 11 at 5 PM
• Chancel Choir will move their rehearsal time to

7:30-9:00 PM beginning August 10.

wednesday nights 

this fall



Fall Session: August 10-November 2 • Room 137 
Wednesdays at 10:00 AM or 6:30 PM 

$20 registration fee, scholarships available

Surviving the Holidays Seminar • November 9, 2022
10:00 AM or 6:30 PM

It hurts to lose someone. Find help at GriefShare, 
a friendly, caring group who will walk alongside 

you through one of life’s most difficult experiences. 
You don’t have to go through the grieving process alone. 
Join anytime. Registration on our website at https://

www.fountaincityumc.org/griefshare/. 

Pastor On Call 
After Hours & Weekends
Text or Call 865-888-0192

When there is a hospitalization, death in 
the family, or any time you may need urgent 

pastoral care when the church office is closed, 
we encourage you to text or call 865-888-0192

 to reach the pastor on call.

ABOUT THE COVER PHOTO:
The beautiful Little River flows a grand total of 59 

miles before joining the Tennessee River. If you would 
like to see one of your photos grace the cover of a 

future The Spirit, please email 
kathleen.bloom@fountaincityumc.org.

FOUNTAIN KIDS

Calling all kiddos for some Back-To-School fun!
Wear swimsuits or clothes to get wet in, and bring 
a towel. We will have a waterslide after a pizza 
dinner. And the Amazing Mister Ed is back with 
some new friends for a show. Adults, please join 
us at 7:15 PM for special school year prayer. Let’s 
usher in a new school with a bash!

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Tim Brown 865-599-3429

Tom Harrington 865-687-9460 
prayer@fountaincityumc.org

STEPHEN MINISTRY
Gail Clift  865-922-9408

Stephen Ministers are congregation members trained 
by their Stephen leaders to offer care to people who 
are hurting. They provide high-quality, one-to-one, 
Christ-centered care to people in our congregation 
and the community experiencing life difficulties.

          CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY-FRIDAY
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

AUGUST MENU*

August 10: Lasagna or GF baked chicken tenderloins, 
        green beans, garlic bread, tossed salad, and      
        banana pudding.

August 17: Chicken d’Iberville, GF chicken & rice, or
nuggets & tots, glazed baby carrots, rolls, cole
slaw, and peach cobbler.

August 24: Roasted pork tenderloin (GF) or all-beef 
hotdog & fries, sauteed vegetable medley,
baked potato with butter & sour cream, rolls, 
tossed salad, and apple crisp.

August 31: Shepherd’s Pie, GF baked chicken tenderloins,
or burger & fries, green beans, rolls, cole slaw,
and yellow cake with chocolate icing.

Adults : $10 Seniors (65+) & Youth (MS & HS) : $7
   Children (Birth-5th) : FREE Family Max : $25

*Meals subject to change based on product availability.

https://www.fountaincityumc.org/griefshare/


Pastor Kristen Burkhart is leading a trip to study Celtic 
Christianity in Scotland on September 14-23, 2022.  
Donna Lewis will be traveling alongside Pastor Kristen, 
and you are invited to join them.  

We pray this trip will bring us all to a closer relationship 
with God as we explore sacred locations in Scotland. If 
you are interested in joining Kristen and Donna, please 
contact Donna at donna.lewis@fountaincityumc.org. 

COMBINED CHOIR CONCERT
The adult choirs and keyboardists of Fountain City UMC and Central Baptist of 
Fountain City will join together for a concert weekend on August 27 and 28, 2022. 
Hymn settings new and old will be sung by each choir, by the choirs together, and 
by choirs with the congregation. We are so excited about this concert that we are 
doing it TWICE!!  Once at each church. Check future Friday News Flashes, Realm and 
our website for places and times. 

FALL DIAPER DRIVE SUPPORTING 
HELPING MAMAS KNOXVILLE

The Sarah Circle of United Women in Faith (formerly 
United Methodist Women) is hosting a Diaper Drive 
in support of Helping Mamas Knoxville from August 
21 to October 10, 2022. 

Items needed include any size of baby diaper 
(especially the larger sizes, including pull-ups), baby 
wipes, baby toiletries, and baby formula. Helping 
Mamas Knoxville’s Amazon Wish List can be found 
at https://tinyurl.com/y4veja9s 

We invite our entire congregation to bring in items 
and place them in the bin outside of Wesley Hall. 
Let’s show our missionary spirit by helping these 
mothers in need in and around Knoxville. Thank you! 

Our church family continues to grow! 
We certainly have a lot to celebrate

 as a congregation. 

Please join us in celebrating 
the following blessings!

Join us in celebrating the new membership of
Donna McKenzie who joined Fountain City

UMC on July 10, 2022 at the 9:45 AM Journey 
Worship Service. Welcome!

Join us in celebrating the new membership of
Cheryl Shular who joined Fountain City UMC 
on July 10, 2022 at the 11:00 AM Traditional 

Worship Service. Welcome!

Join us in celebrating the birth of Calvin Wallace 
Cross on July 6, 2022. Calvin is the son of 

Caroline & Nick Cross, brother of Quinn & Cash, 
and grandson of Fran & Keith Burroughs. 

Congratulations!

OUR PRESENCE
CELEBRATING WITH OUR CHURCH FAMILY

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/YN3A5V8E8B1?ref_=wl_share


FOUNTAIN KIDs FOUNTAIN LITTLES
God View: The Connection Between Love and God’s 
Character, as shown through God’s big story. Love is a 
reflection of God’s character. It is Epic!

Love begins and ends with God. Love has always been how 
God has interacted with the world. Since the beginning of 
time, God’s love has always been on display. That’s why 
we chose love to kick off a year through the Bible. From 
Genesis to Revelation, God inspired writers of Scripture, 
whose works come together to tell His Big Story. But God’s 
love isn’t just about what happened in history. God loves us 
today! We have the chance to share His love with others, 
right here and now. We know that God loved us enough to 
send Jesus. We can show how much we love God by loving 
others and showing people how much they matter to us.

Week 1
Jesus explained this idea perfectly in Matthew 22:34-40. 
The religious leaders asked Jesus out of the hundreds of 
laws the Jewish people were to follow, which were the most 
important. Jesus said that everything written in the Jewish 
Scriptures was based on loving God and loving others as 
you love yourself. For Jesus, love was most important and 
the foundation for everything.

Week 2
As we travel back to the creation narrative in 
Genesis 1-2, we read how God created the world and it was 
good. God created Adam and Eve to enjoy the world and 
cultivate it. Adam and Eve had a close relationship with 
God and each other. God created people to care for each 
other and work together to care for everything He made.

Week 3
In Genesis 3, we see that although Adam and Eve had 
an unbroken, loving relationship with God, ultimately, 
they decided not to trust God’s plan. God gave them one 
simple rule to obey: don’t eat from that tree. Adam and Eve 
decided to break that rule, which changed the course of 
history. God never stopped loving people and continued a 
relationship with us which culminated when God sent Jesus 
to be our Savior.

Week 4
We will discover Abram’s story in Genesis 12:1-9, 15:1-6. 
God promised Abram, later called Abraham, that his 
descendants would become a great nation that would show 
love to the world. God told Abram to pack up his family 
and move and Abram wasn’t exactly sure how things would 
play out. But he followed and trusted God.

Week 1 Story Focus: God made everything, and God made 
me. God made the whole world and everything in it, but 
God wasn’t done. After making everything, God made the 
very best thing of all—people! Every person in the whole 
wide world was made by God. Our God is awesome!

Week 2 Story Focus: I am wonderfully made. Every 
person is wonderfully made. Not because of anything we 
have done, but simply because God, THE awesome artist, 
made us. Every time we look in the mirror and look at 
another person, we are seeing God’s masterpiece. We are 
all wonderfully made because God made us!

Week 3 Story Focus: I am wonderfully made in God’s 
image. We will see just how wonderfully made we are 
when we talk about how all people are made in God’s 
image. That means God made us to think and figure things 
out, to create and invent, and to help others when they need 
it. We are wonderfully made because we are made in God’s 
image!

Week 4 Story Focus: I am important to God. Jesus tells 
us that God knows how many hairs are on every person’s 
head. Jesus, the son of God, said that we are important to 
God. There are almost eight billion people on planet Earth, 
and God knows how many hairs are on each of our heads! 
Only God can do that because God is awesome!

WE ARE BACK!
Wednesday Night Kids Club
August 10 • 5:30 – 7:30 PM

August 17, 24, 31 • 6:30 – 7:30 PM 
(Regular Sunday morning schedule remains the same.)

IT’S NOT TOO EARLY!   
If your adult small group or Sunday school class is 

willing to participate in Come Home to Bethlehem this 
year, please contact Miss Donna as soon as possible. 

Come Home To Bethlehem will be bigger and better with 
a few new twists and turns. December 4, 2022 will be 

here before we know it!

Love, Miss Donna



IN MEMORY & IN HONOR

GENERAL FUND
In Memory of Erma Brewer by Bruce & Jeane Luttrell,
 Mickey & Teresa Brewer, Karen Needy, Larry & Alta 
 Huskey, Pairs and Spares SS Class, Lynn Large, Raymond
 Horton, Cynthia Nelson, Michael & Debbie Emery, David 
 & Sandra Dimick, and Carolyn Clifford 
In Memory of Jacky Green by Pete & Elizabeth Brown
In Memory of Dick Todd by Steve & Marty Lawson, Larry 
 & Alta Huskey, and Stephanie Swanger
In Memory of Barbara Cravens by Karen Needy
In Honor of Craig Holtzclaw by Hap & Paula Minhinnett
In Honor of Tom & Emily Cloud by Hap & Paula 
 Minhinnett

FOUNTAIN CITY MINISTRY CENTER
In Memory of Dick Todd by Alex Swanger, Jack & Nancy
 Hamilton, Rainer Riffert, Dave & Mary Fredna Danford,  
 Charley & Susy Gray, Tom Harrington, Mark Biagi, Karen
 Needy, Bill & Martha Routh, and Gary & Martha 
 Masterson
In Memory of Cecil Kelly & Dan Kelly by Tom Harrington
In Memory of Barbara Cravens by Gary & Martha 
 Masterson 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Memory of Gene Dacus by Rob & Martha Koho
In Memory of Erma Brewer by Mark Biagi
In Memory of Dick Todd by Tom & Emily Cloud

THE JOURNEY
In Memory of Steve Ferguson by Jack & Nancy Hamilton,  
 Gene & Mandy Patton, Open Door SS Class, Gary & 
 Sandy Cannon, Bill & Janie Dempster, Larry & Mary
 Ann Dodson, Tim & Debbie Sharp, Mary Ellen Whittaker

CHOIR FUND
In Memory of Erma Brewer by Carl & Carolyn Latham, Pat 
Satterfield, Gary Hillard

FAITH PROMISE
In Memory of Erma Brewer by Tom Harrington 
In Memory of Charlotte Acuff by Tom Harrington

UMCOR UKRAINE
In Memory of Connie Russell by Tom Harrington

WESLEY HOUSE WISE
In Memory of Steve Ferguson by Karen McKinney & John
 Taylor, Bill & Martha Routh, Lynne Norris

BOY SCOUT TROUP #55
In Memory of Bill Potts by Polly Kelly

KITCHEN FUND
In Honor of Quincy Holtzclaw by Tom Cloud
In Memory of Marvin Holtzclaw by Tom Cloud

BLESSING BOX FUND
In Memory of Erma Brewer by Sherman & Elizabeth 
 Morton 

WE EXTEND OUR SYMPATHIES TO.......

Jan Chadwick and family in the death of her 
sister, Liz Jolly, on Friday, July 1, 2022.

Kathy Castenir and family in the death of her  
brother, David E. Wilson, on Sunday, July 3, 2022.

Gina Kinkaid and family in the death of her 
mother, June Elizabeth Henry Kinkaid on 

Wednesday, July 13, 2022.

Bill Kilday and family in the death of his wife, 
Genie Vance Kilday, on Thursday, July 14, 2022. 
Bill pastored FCUMC from 1990 through 1997. 

PJ Hill and family in the death of her brother-in-
law, Larry Stephen Phillips, on Wednesday, July 

13, 2022.

Fountain City UMC
212 Hotel Road

Knoxville, TN 37918

Phone: 865-689-5175
Email: fcumc@fountaincityumc.org
Website: www.fountaincityumc.org

Stay Informed Each Week
Don’t forget to sign up for our weekly 

Friday News Flash by completing the Stay 
Informed box on the FCUMC 

website homepage. 

It has all of the details about what is 
happening at FCUMC on a weekly basis!

For more details
check out our website:

 WWW.FOUNTAINCITYUMC.ORG

Don’t forget to sign up for our weekly E-Spirit 
by completing the Stay  Informed box on our 

website’s homepage!

https://www.fountaincityumc.org/news/
https://www.fountaincityumc.org/



