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Time. We make so many references to time in the course of our
days. From a clock’s tick-tocking to schedules and calendars, it
is so easy to see ourselves as being slaves to time. It doesn’t take
an in-depth reading of the Bible to notice that the scriptures
begin and end with nods toward time: In the beginning when
God created the heavens and the earth…Surely I am coming
soon. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!

PASTOR,
CORNERED
A NOTE
FROM TOM

Normally, when we think of time, we think of measurement.
Chronos time, from which we derive chronology, refers
to sequential time: seconds, minutes, hours…days, weeks,
months, years…doctors’ appointments, family reunions,
soccer games…dance recitals.

On the other hand, kairos time means the right or opportune
moment. It is kairos time to which the Apostle Paul refers when he says, “For while we were still weak, at the right time, Christ
died for the ungodly…” (Romans 5:6). Sometimes we refer to God-moments.
I have invited our staff, and now I invite you, to a very simple daily alert. It is the intersection of chronos and kairos time.
I’m inviting you to join me in setting an alarm at 3:00 p.m. every day. Most of us will participate using our mobile phones or
watches. According to the gospels, Jesus died at the ninth hour. With the Jewish day beginning at 6:00 a.m., the ninth hour
would equate to our 3:00 p.m.. So as we mark the middle of the afternoon, when the alert beeps or blares or vibrates, we can
be reminded that Jesus Christ died for the world, including every single one of us. The alarm can also be an effective witness
tool and open the door for conversation with those around us.
For me, it is a daily reminder that regardless of how I might be otherwise engaged, there is no part of me or my schedule that
isn’t impacted by the crucifixion of our Lord. It helps me to put everything else in perspective. Seeing through the lens of the
cross calls us to lives of praise and thanksgiving and hope. It also reminds us of the great sacrifice of Jesus Christ.
So, I trust you to join me. And while we’re at it, let’s offer a prayer for Fountain City United Methodist Church. Think of the
power there would be if every single day we were praying for one another with prayers of intercession and encouragement.
All at the same time. May Christ’s peace be with you.
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WEEKLY OFFERING

Sunday School
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FAITH PROMISE FOCUS
Faith Promise Sunday will be
August 26. Please use the blue
envelopes in the pew racks
to make your Faith Promise
commitment.

OUR SYMPATHIES
We extend our sympathy to Jenny Brown and family in the death of her grandmother, Maxine
Eva Mandock, on June 20.

UPCOMING AUGUST DATES
THURSDAY, AUGUST 2
3:30 pm : Dance for Joy Registration (Old Fellowship Hall)

WWW.FOUNTAINCITYUMC.ORG

FRIDAY, AUGUST 10
11:30 am : Adults 50+ Luncheon (Wesley Hall)
SUNDAY, AUGUST 12
9:45 am : Promotion Sunday (Fountain Littles, Fountain Kids,
Youth)
TUESDAY, AUGUST 14
10:00 am : UMW Ruth Circle (Room 135)
1:00 pm : UMW Sarah Circle (Room 135)
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 15
5:30 pm : First Wednesday Night Fellowship Meal (Gym)
6:30 pm : Fountain Kids Fall Kick-Off (Outside Lawn)
6:30 pm : Fall Programming Begins (Churchwide)
THURSDAY, AUGUST 16
1:00 pm : Adults 50+ Coloring (Room 137)
SUNDAY, AUGUST 19
9:45 am : Fountain Kids & Youth Parent Meeting (Wesley Hall)
4:00 pm : OffeRing kicks off (Bells Room)
5:00 pm : Youth Choir kicks off (Choir Room)
FRIDAY, AUGUST 24
7:00 pm : Youth High School Night (Gym)
SATURDAY, AUGUST 25
8:30 am : District Lay Servant/Speaker Training (Off-Site)
1:30 pm : Fountain City Ministry Center Golf Classic (Off-Site)
6:00 pm : Open Door Community Meal (Wesley Hall)
SUNDAY, AUGUST 26
All Day : Faith Promise Sunday (Churchwide)
3:00 pm : Tennessee Valley District Conference (Off-Site)
6:00 pm : 5th & 6th Grade Night (Old Fellowship Hall)
THURSDAY, AUGUST 30
4:00 pm : Off-Broadway Kids Ensemble kicks off (Choir Room)

August 3-5 : Tom Ballard
(423) 585-7054

We extend our sympathy to friends and family of Betty G. Smith following her death on
June 24.

August 10-12 : John Gargis
(865) 310-4783

We extend our sympathy to Teresa Hillard and family in the death of her brother-inlaw, Mike Cole, on July 5.

August 17-19 : Tom Ballard
(423) 585-7054

We extend our sympathy to friends and family of Ophelia Ann Davenport following her
death on July 9.

August 24-26 : John Gargis
(865) 310-4783

We extend our sympathy to Karen Mills and family in the death of her mother, Jeanne Jones,
on July 9.

Aug. 31-Sep. 2 : Tom Ballard
(423) 585-7054

PRAYERS, PRESENCE,
GIFTS, AND SERVICE

MORE DETAILS AVAILABLE AT

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 8
6:00 pm : Youth Fall Kick-Off (Gym)

EMERGENCY
ON CALL

A LOOK AHEAD

STEPHEN
MINISTRY
Gail Clift
(865) 922-9408

INTERCESSORY
PRAYER
Mary Bolton
(865) 688-6277
Tom Harrington
(865) 687-9460

FUNDRAISING FRENZY
Many thanks to members and
friends of Fountain City UMC for
the financial donations given in
support of our KARM Dragon Boat
team, FCUMC Feeding Frenzy, this
year. We once again placed second
overall in fundraising for the third
straight year in a row with a total
of $9584.43 raised for KARM.
In terms of speed we placed second
in the Mixed Division (teams with
both men and at least 8 women) at
an average time of approximately
1:04 per heat. We obviously couldn’t
do this without your support. Thank you again!

OBK ENSEMBLE KICKS OFF
Calling all choristers, actors, movers, and shakers (or those who
want to be) - the Off Broadway Kids Worship Ensemble will
begin its 2018-19 season Thursday, August 30, at 4:00pm in the
choir room. Registration and more information will be provided
at that time.
This group is for 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders, and is geared toward
both children’s choral literature and musical drama, so there is
something for everyone! They perform several times a year, in
morning worship, concerts, musical productions, and sometimes
out in the Fountain City community.
Rehearsals are from 4:00-5:00pm in the FCUMC choir room
every Thursday that
Knox County Schools
are in session.
For additional questions
and information, please
contact Kathryn Paden
at kjpaden@gmail.com.
We hope you will come
and make music with us
on August 30th!

IN MEMORY & IN HONOR
GENERAL FUND

In Honor of Mary Emma Scott’s birthday on July 22 by Charlotte
Musgraves
In Honor of Sharon Dobbins & Charlie Johnson by Jim Cumby

CELEBRATE RECOVERY

In Memory of Audrey Bruner by Advanced Chiropractic Associates
In Memory of Floyd Owens by Jack & Mary Ridenour

FOUNTAIN CITY MINISTRY CENTER

In Memory of Tom & Thelma Ramke by Rick Harrington
In Honor of Ramke by Rick Harrington
In Honor of Guy Tucker by Christian Fellowship SS Class

FAITH PROMISE

In Memory of Betty Adams by Polly Kelly

MUSIC MINISTRIES

In Memory of Amy Castenir by Thomas A. Cloud

UPPER ROOM MINISTRIES

In Memory of Floyd Owens by Thomas A. Cloud

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

In Honor of Tom & Jonna Ballard by Bill & Martha Routh
In Honor of David Smith by Bill & Martha Routh

NEWS, NOTES, AND
THE NOTEWORTHY
AUGUST USHERS
8:30AM TRADITIONAL

Charles Thompson - Head Usher
Celia Thompson - Head Usher
David Vandergriff
Debbie Vandergriff
Rogan Oliver

11:00AM TRADITIONAL
Gary Hillard - Head Usher
Jason Hillard
Frank Faulkner
Teresa Hillard
Perry Benshoof
Edd Templeton
Ken Lett
Mike Pursley

THE JOURNEY

Richard & Sonja Bock
Paul & Angie Makres
Dee Dee Seals
Ryan Dykeman
Mark & Karmen Sharpe
Rich Brown
Kim Bloomfield
Jen & Eli Smith
Doug & Elizabeth Kose
Stephanie & Richard Belew

ADULTS 50+ UPDATE
Beat the heat this August with this month’s Adults 50+
Luncheon on Friday, August 10, at 11:30am in Wesley
Hall. Cost for lunch is $6.00, catered by our own church
chef, Doug Shipman! Our special guest speaker will be
newly appointed senior pastor Tom Ballard: Reflections
from a Once-Upon-a-Time DS.
Everyone is invited to join us for mixing and mingling, a
scrumptious lunch, and the special opportunity to
welcome our senior pastor! Please RSVP no later than
Tuesday, August 7.
It’s also back-to-school time in Knoxville, and our Adults
50+ ministry will again be collecting snacks for Inskip
Elementary students! These teachers often provide
snacks to their students, many of whom come to
school without a decent breakfast. Individually
wrapped snack donations will be accepted during the
luncheon - a box will be set out in Wesley Hall for those
donations. Some suggestions are Slim Jims, granola bars,
cheese crackers, animal crackers, etc.
Looking for some summertime fun? Get out of the heat
and come join us for coloring, fellowship, and fun hosted
by Susan Schumpert. This month’s Adults 50+ Coloring
will be on Thursday, August 16, at 1:00pm in Room 137.
No RSVPs needed - just show up! If this is your first time
joining our coloring group, Susan will be on hand to help
you get started. All supplies are furnished, or feel free to
bring your own!
And be sure to keep an eye out for more Social Media 4
Seniors classes coming this Fall. Previous classes were
a huge success and spots filled up quickly, so make sure
to stay tuned!
To save your spot for any Adults 50+ Ministry events,
please contact Jeanie Tillman at jeanie.tillman@fountaincityumc.org or call the church office at (865) 6895175. See you there!

ABOUT THE COVER PHOTO: Flowers are always good
for a pick-me-up. Otherwise, there’s nothing special or
personal about this stock photo - I just think it’s a pretty
shot!
If you’d like to see one (or two or five!) of your photos
grace the cover of future The Spirit newsletters, please
email jessie.buttram@fountaincityumc.org.

OUR PRESENCE
CELEBRATING WITH
OUR FCUMC FAMILY

F O U N TA I N K I D S
Fountain Kids stayed busy this summer!
After a jam-packed VBS week at our
church home, our fifth and sixth graders
took VBS to Wesley House! Check out some
of the photos from Shipwrecked 2.0!

Our extended church family continues to grow! We invite you to rejoice
in the following blessings with us!
Join us in celebrating the new membership of Felicia Fine on July 1
during The Journey service. We rejoice in her presence and look
forward to her witness!
If you would like to include a celebration in a future edition of
The Spirit, please email jessie.buttram@fountaincityumc.org.
Photos are always more than welcome!

Fall Programming Guide
We are so excited about our Fall programming for all ages kicking off on
Wednesday, August 15! If this is your first time getting involved with our
Wednesday night classes and events, we are here to help!
Our churchwide fellowship meal begins at 5:30pm in the Gym each
Wednesday evening Knox County schools are in session. Meals are
provided by our resident chef Doug Shipman and his servant-hearted
kitchen crew! Meal prices are $6 for Adults, $3 for Kids (Grades 5 &
under), $16 for Families of 3+, and $5 for Seniors (65+). Reservations
can be made each week by noon on Tuesdays online or via worship
attendance cards or a quick call to the church office at (865) 689-5175.
Then beginning at 6:30pm, we will have small groups and classes for all ages.
Our Adult Discipleship Classes vary each semester, taught by our pastors and
other members of our congregation. Make sure to subscribe to our weekly
eNews for class offerings, descriptions, materials needed, and where in our
church building to meet!
Our Fountain Kids will meet in their second floor hallway, and Wednesday
nights will be filled with God-inspired stories, crafts, games, and missions. We
have the Cross-Trainers (Kindergarten through 2nd grade) and Kids Club (3rd
through 5th grade). For more information, please contact Donna Lewis at donna.lewis@fountaincityumc.org.
Our youth group (middle school through high school) will meet in the Old
Fellowship Hall and enjoy a time of worship, games, large group lessons,
and small group discussion. For more information, please contact Daniel
Doubleday at daniel.doubleday@fountaincityumc.org.
Fountain Littles childcare for our youngest folks is available on Wednesday
evenings beginning at 6:30pm, from birth to pre-K. Extended childcare is also available for parents and caregivers participating in Chancel Choir and longer Adult Discipleship Classes. For more information,
please contact Jenny Cook at jenny.cook@fountaincityumc.org.
For more information about all of our ministry opportunities, please contact
our Director of Discipleship, Andrea McCarter at andrea.mccarter@fountaincityumc.org. Can’t wait to see you on Wednesdays!

Then, our fabulous kiddos spent their
Sunday school hour assembling 200
Blessing Bags with items collected
and purchased during Shipwrecked VBS
week. Bags were distributed to our
homeless brothers and sisters on July 8
through Care Cuts Ministry. What a great
way for our children to both show and
learn about the love and attention of our
mighty God!
Fountain Kids assemble
Blessing Bags under the
guidance of our wonderful Fountain Kids
volunteers!

Want to get involved with our Fountain
Kids ministry? We’ve got a unique and
exciting opportunity to touch the lives of
our kids! We are looking for senior adults
in our church family to be prayer buddies
with our elementary-aged students for the
upcoming school year. This is a great (and
easy!) way to bridge our generational
church family, and to show our youngest
members what it means to be believers
in a personal God interested in our daily
lives through prayer, attention, and gentle
guidance. If you’re interested in getting
involved, please contact Donna Lewis at
donna.lewis@fountaincityumc.org for
more information!

A BEACON ON THE

H I L L
BY KIM MEADE

Some have returned
the gift of prayer in
our direction. Some
of our very own
congregation have
even been or are
currently teachers
at Gresham. They
are so proud of this
ministry! When the staff sees FCUMC coming in
the doors of Gresham, faces light up, and
that is the effect of sharing God’s love!

IT'S YOUR CHURCH NOW

Please prayerfully consider how
God might use your gifts to
plug into this ministry. There
are approximately 85 teachers
and staff members paired with
a prayer partner each year.
When you (or your Sunday
School class or small group)
take a name, there are only a few
things required:

Wow. When I decided that we should do a local choir
tour this year focused on visiting places where our own
church members live, I first felt I was letting down
the group. I’ll admit, I feared a lesser experience. How
foolish of me to think we needed to cross the state line
to do God’s work? As if only outside of our hometown
could we meet the lonely, to bless and be blessed. Even
more so, we were charged with keeping the church
alive.

1. Pray for this person in your daily prayers.
2. Once a month, send a note of encouragement.
Dear FCUMC family,
This can be as simple as a Bible verse and, “I’m
Thank you for loving our neighbors through our praying for you!”
prayer partner ministry with Gresham Middle 3. Send a $10 gift or gift card at Christmas.
School these past six years! The prayers of our
Many years ago, one of our church saints used to
church are certainly making
conclude her prayers with these words, “Lord,
a difference! Teachers and staff
may we be a beacon on the hill.” Through this
consistently stop me in the
ministry, I believe God continues to be faithful
halls to say thank you for
to that request! I hope you will join us as we
this program and to tell me
pray His blessings over Gresham Middle School,
that our prayers and notes of
the school on the hill.
encouragement are sometimes
what help them through the
toughest days. Many have the
notes we’ve sent posted on bulletin boards in
their rooms or tucked close by in a desk drawer
where they can find strength and support.
The time invested has paid off in many ways. One
teacher’s family relocated from West Knoxville to
Fountain City because of the genuine love shown
through this ministry, and they now have their
children enrolled in our pre-school program.
Others ask how their prayer partners are doing.

wanted to talk, we gave hugs and smiles to people who
are not visited nearly often enough. And we met Jesus
right here in Fountain City. Youth Choir 2018? Success.

BY LESLIE HILL
“It’s your church now.”
Those were the words of a ninety-something-yearold church member who now resides in a local senior
living facility. She was praising our youth choir on their
musical offerings at this facility, obviously very proud
of us. She also shared with her fellow residents that
FCUMC was her church, that we were her people, and
then said to our young singers, “It’s your church now.”

THE PICK-A-NICK IS COMING
It’s almost that time of year for our annual churchwide
picnic! Mark your calendars for Sunday, September
16, at the Iglehart farm! There will be lots more details
to come, but pencil us in! You don’t want to miss this
fun fellowship event! We’ll have delicious barbecue,
casseroles galore, games (including cornhole like any
good Methodist get-together), and time to kick back
with our church family!
Keep an eye out for more details to come!

We may not have travelled far in a big fancy bus and
we may not have visited exciting tourist attractions,
but we sang, we had conversations with seniors who

CR CORNER: FINDING ONE MORE
BY JOHN GARGIS, ASSOCIATE PASTOR

Five years ago on August 5th, these signs were all over North
Knoxville. We had advertisements in the local papers. We sent
letters to all the churches in our area. While other programs
“preach” attraction over promotion, it was our heart’s hope that everyone who needed our program would know
we are here.
This was our last promotion. Five years ago, we averaged around 30 people each week. This year, we average 175.
In this 175, we have church members, fathers, mothers, sons, and daughters in attendance.
Many of you join us each week as we pray, “please, God, help us find one more tonight at Celebrate Recovery –
North.” Here is the big news. Each week, we average four people who get out of their seat, walk forward and pick
up a blue chip that signifies, “I am your one tonight!”
What was merely a dream seven years ago has become a reality so strong that it cannot be ignored. People’s lives
are changed. Families are restored.

This reality is so large we are not even tempted to take any of the credit.
We show up each week and continue to do for others what God did for us. As we enter into year six, I invite you
to join us in prayer asking God to “please help us find one more!”

