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We are looking for a full-time Youth/Student Ministry Director! Our current 
interim Student Ministries Coordinator, Maddie Crickenberger, has done an 
outstanding job, but we are now officially on the hunt for a full-time director.

 
Additionally, as we anticipate growth this spring and into the summer, we are 
looking to add a few individuals to our Early Childhood Ministries nursery staff.

 
How can I help?
I am so glad you asked! There are two specific things you can do to help us make 
the best match.

 

First: Join with me, and other leaders in our church, in praying that God is preparing the heart and hopes of 
someone who will be a wonderful fit in Student Ministry and also someone in our Early Childhood Ministry 
nursery staff.
 
Second: Share this article, or any social media post, that talks about these open positions. Send this 
information directly to someone you think would be a good fit, even if they are not openly looking for other 
employment. Your nudge may be exactly what they have been praying about!
 
Okay, but what do I say if they ask for more information?
Let them know the top couple of reasons you love FCUMC and why you keep coming back. You and I both 
know we are a large church for our area, with a unique nearly 200-year-old inter-generational history, and that 
we have a deep passion for faithfully engaging our neighborhood in fun and helpful ways. Paint a picture for 
them about what this looks like, and what you really love about the people who call our church home.
 
What will the Student Ministry Position entail?
We are currently seeking a full-time person who can make a positive impact and help us take our youth 
ministry to the next level. This Director of Student Ministries will be responsible for the discipleship pathway 
of 6th-12th grade students and late teens. This person will lead the church to reach unchurched students while 
invigorating the faithful, recruiting and training volunteers, helping parents incorporate faith into the life of 
their families, and working in close coordination with the amazing staff and volunteers that make Fountain 
City UMC such a special place. Pay will be commensurate with experience and past fruitfulness. 

 
This position may just be the new spiritual adventure into which they are being called, but will only be open 
for a short time. Invite them to apply on our website before the end of the month! Interviews will likely begin 
after Easter.
 
Pray with me that the grace of God would continue to go before us as we seek the right folks to join our team!
 
In Trust of Christ,
Rev. Don Hanshew

ABOUT THE COVER PHOTO:

The palm branch is a symbol of victory, triumph, 
peace and eternal life.

If you would like to see one of your photos grace 
the cover of a future The Spirit, please email 

kathleen.bloom@fountaincityumc.org.



OUR GIFTS:  
WEEKLY OFFERING
Feb 14-20             $15,888.50
Feb 21-27             $14,955.05
Feb 28-Mar 6      $45,313.55
Mar 7-13              $9,630.00

             
 

 
  FAITH PROMISE

Faith Promise Weekend is 
April 23-24. Please go to 

www.fountaincityumc.org 
and click on “GIVE” to 

fill out your Faith Promise 
commitment card.

PRAYERS, PRESENCE, GIFTS,  

SERVICE, and Witness

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Tim Brown (865) 599-3429

Tom Harrington (865) 687-9460 
prayer@fountaincityumc.org

STEPHEN MINISTRY
Gail Clift  (865) 922-9408

Stephen Ministers are congregation members trained 
by their Stephen leaders to offer care to people who 
are hurting. They provide high-quality, one-to-one, 
Christ-centered care to people in our congregation 
and the community experiencing life difficulties.

HELP US MAKE OUR ANNIVERSARY 
ONE TO REMEMBER!

We are having the party of the century (centuries?) and 
we need your help! To celebrate FCUMC’s 200th year, 
we are looking for people who would like to help plan 
multiple events that both honor our history and celebrate 
our future. 

We also need people who have a passion for preservation 
and research to conduct interviews, preserve documents, 
and help catalog our historical collection. Finally, we need 
some storytellers who can share our stories in written 
word, video, and even TikTok. People of every generation 
are encouraged to participate; we all have gifts and talents 
to offer. 

If you are interested, please contact the church office at 
865-689-5175 so the History Committee can follow up 
with you.

HAVE A FAMILY MEMBER 
GRADUATING?

If you have a graduating high school or college 
student this spring or who graduated last fall, 

we want to hear from you! 

Please email us with their name, a photo, 
school they are graduating from, and their 

future plans so that they may be recognized in 
the May edition of The Spirit Newsletter.



YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS
Director of Student Ministry Position Open

We are currently seeking a full-time person as our Director of Student Ministries who will be responsible for 
the discipleship pathway of 6th-12th grade students, and late teens. If you or someone you know feels called to 
serve our students with love and grace, please go to our website at www.fountaincityumc.org and click on Job 
Opportunities at the bottom of our home page for more details and requirements for this position and a link 
to fill out an application online. Help us find our next Director of Student Ministries who can take it to the next 
level! We Invite interested individuals to apply on our website before the end of the month. 

High School Mission Trip to Savannah
JUNE 26 - JULY 3, 2022

We will be taking a trip to Savannah, GA with the high schoolers on June 26 - July 3. The actual mission work 
will take place in Savannah from June 26 - July 1, and we will be getting a beach rental on July 2 - July 3 as a 
mini-retreat afterwards. 

A Huge Thank You To Maddie! 
Thanks to Maddie Crickenberger for planning and steering this summer’s mission trip 

and for her wonderful leadership as our interim Director of Student Ministries!

Friends, we are fast-appoaching Holy Week, that part of our Christian calendar where we 
remember the passion of Jesus Christ from his suffering, crucifixion, and resurrection. For 
the last several weeks, we have been preparing our hearts through prayer and fasting so that 
we might enter Holy Week with the proper spirit of repentance, anticipation, and reverence. 
As I am sure is the case for many of you, Holy Week is the liturgical season I find to be the 
most spiritually fortifying. Truly, Lent and Holy Week are calls to live into a faith that is 
resurrected and alive in a world that seems to be slowly dying through our individual and 
communal growth as disciples of Jesus the Christ.

For those of you who may not be familiar with the traditions of Holy Week, let me enlighten 
you. Here at Fountain City, we – like churches all over the world – begin Holy Week with 

Palm Sunday, the time we remember the culmination of Christ’s ministry through his victorious entrance into the city of 
Jerusalem. Then, on Maundy Thursday, we gather around The Lord’s Supper to celebrate Christ’s institution of the Holy 
Sacrament of Communion at his last supper. The next day, on Good Friday, we gather as a congregation in reverence 
and mourning as we remember Christ’s crucifixion and death on the cross, draping our church in clothes of black. Holy 
Saturday, we spend time in the privacy of our homes in solemn reflection as we wrestle with the idea that for 72 hours, 
the disciples truly believed their Lord dead. 

All of these events culminate in the celebration of Easter Sunday where we remember Christ’s resurrection from the 
dead and proclaim the triumph of an empty tomb – wherein Christ has defeated death. However, Holy Week, through its 
dramatic retelling of Christ’s passion, reminds us that for there to be an Easter Sunday there must also be a Good Friday. 
It is not until we have experienced the terrifying depths of darkness that we can appreciate the light. Holy Week is our 
annual “reset button” as a congregation and as the holy catholic church, where we have repented of our sins, mourned the 
death of our Savior, and celebrated Christ’s resurrection. In celebrating Holy Week, we are truly reminded that we live 
a faith that understands the complexities and nuances of a broken and sinful world but is still bold enough to proclaim 
love and grace. Thanks be to God! (Worship times for all of our Holy Week services can be found on the next page of 
this newsletter.) 
    
Blessings, Pastor Chase

For more details
check out our website:

 www.fountaincityumc.org 



Lent is a season of self-reflection and repentance as 
we seek to realign our lives and move our focus 
toward God. We remember the love of God that is
poured out through Christ Jesus on the cross in 
His death; and his ultimate resurrection that brings 
Eternal Life to all of us.

As we enter into Holy Week, we begin with Palm 
Sunday which marks Jesus’ triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem preceding his crucifixion. 

PALM SUNDAY • APRIL 10, 2022
All three worship services will celebrate Palm  
Sunday, 8:30 AM Traditional worship service, 
9:45 AM The Journey contemporary worship and 
11:00am Traditional service. Children will NOT 
be carrying palms in the worship services this year.   
They will instead have their own palm celebration at 
9:45 and 11 AM.  Weather permitting, our Fountain 
Kids palm celebration will be outside. Children will 
check in as usual and go to their room and be picked 
up from their room as usual.

OPEN SANCTUARY TIME • APRIL 11-13
The Sanctuary will be open at the following times 
for all those who would like to join Kim, Stephanie 
and Leslie for music and mediation. 

Monday, April 11 • 10:00-11:00 AM
Tuesday, April 12 • 2:00-3:00 PM

Wednesday, April 13 • 5:00-6:00 PM 

MAUNDY THURSDAY • APRIL 14, 2022
Our Maundy Thursday service will be on April 14 
at 7:30 PM in the Sanctuary. This service reflects 
on Jesus’ Last Supper with His disciples and is the 
first of the three days of solemn remembrance of the 
events leading up to and immediately following the 
crucifixion of Jesus. It was at the Last Supper where 
Jesus washed the feet of his disciples and then gave 
them a new commandment: to love one another as he 
had loved them.

GOOD FRIDAY •  APRIL 16, 2022
Our Tenebrae service will be on Good Friday, 
April 16 at 7:30 PM in the Sanctuary. During this 
service, we will remember and reflect on the 
increasing darkness as a symbol of Jesus’ death as 
we remember the crucifixion of Jesus Christ and the 
hopelessness of a world without God.

EASTER SUNDAY • APRIL 17, 2022
But this darkness did not last! Join us on April 
17 for Easter Sunday services to celebrate the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Traditional services will 
be at 8:30 AM and 11:00 AM in the Sanctuary  and 
The Journey contemporary service will be at 9:45 
AM in the Gym. Rejoice, for the Son of God is risen!

BUTTERFLY RELEASE • APRIL 17, 2022

Join us on the front lawn on Easter Morning, April 
17, 2022 at 10:45 AM (between The Journey 9:45 
AM service and the Traditional 11:00 AM service) 
as we enjoy the delight of Fountain Kids as they 
release beautiful butterflies. 

Pull out those smart phones as this is a wonderful 
photo op with the kids!

Holy Week

WORSHIP SCHEDULE FOR SUNDAYS 

8:30 AM: Traditional (Sanctuary) 
9:45 AM: The Journey (Gym & Livestream)

9:45 AM: Sunday School for all ages
11:00 AM: Traditional (Sanctuary & Livestream)
11:00 AM: Fountain Kids Bible Experience (212)
11:00 AM: Thrive Small Groups (136, 137 & B17)



RISE AGAINST HUNGER
APRIL 23, 2022

We will once again package meals for Rise Against 
Hunger on April 23, 2022 during our Faith 
Promise For Missions weekend! Two shifts are 
available: 10:00 AM-12:00 PM and 12:00 PM- 2:00 
PM.

Since 2014, FCUMC has packaged meals for Rise 
Against Hunger (formerly Stop Hunger Now). This 
year, we will surpass over 300,000 meals packaged 
as a congregation during our second shift on April 
23! Wow, what an impact we making with our 
support of RAH to end world hunger! 

Rise Against Hunger is one of our Faith Promise 
Partners and WE NEED YOUR HELP! Sign 
up to volunteer by visiting our website at 
www.fountaincityumc.org or in Realm.

FAITH PROMISE FOR MISSIONS

It’s that time of year again! We begin our Faith Promise 
For Missions pledge campaign this month embracing and 
support the life changing ministries of our Faith 
Promise partners around the world. We give to those who 
spread their love of Christ to those they serve. 

Faith Promise Sunday is the fourth Sunday of each month. 
Your Faith Promise Commitment runs April 2022-March 
2023. Thank you for your continued support of our Faith 
Promise partners! 

2022 Easter Memorials & Honorariums Donations 
Donations to Rise Against Hunger in honor or in memory 
of a friend or loved one is an Easter tradition at 
FCUMC. If you would like to make a donation, you 
can find the commitment card on our website and 
in church pews. Completed forms and the $10 per 
memorial/honorarium may be placed in the offering plate 
or delivered to the church office no later than noon on 
Monday, April 11, 2022. 

UMW / UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH
EVENTS IN APRIL 

Saturday, April 2, 2022 • 9:30-11:30 AM
     Tennessee Valley District UMW Time Apart 
     Lennon-Seney UMC, 2084 Dandridge Ave. No registration required but please wear a mask.
 
Tuesday, April 12, 2022 
     Ruth Circle: “One with Each Other One with the World” - Psalm 103 presented by Sandy Failing
       10:00 AM in Room 137
     Sarah Circle: Resurrection and Easter Traditions. (Bring your Easter traditions to share.)
      1:00 PM in Room 137

Saturday, April 30, 2022
     Wesley House Tablescapes at Cokesbury UMC. $35 per person. Contact Martha Routh for reservations.

Sunday, May 1, 2022 • 4:00 PM
     Wesley Circle Meeting: Mother’s Day for Wesley House Grannies. Details coming soon.



FOUNTAIN KIDs                  FOUNTAIN LITTLES
Life can sometimes feel like a giant puzzle. All we can see 
is the piece we’re experiencing right now, and we’re not 
sure where it fits into the greater picture that is forming. 
We can’t always understand why some things happen to us 
or those we love. Yet, despite our confusion, we can have 
hope. God has kept promises throughout history. We can 
believe that God will continue to be with us through what 
we face now.

WEEK 1: We start the month with friends of Jesus who 
had lost all hope. John records an incredible moment that 
we find in John 11:1-45. When Lazarus died, Jesus used the 
opportunity to point people to God. Jesus was stronger than 
even death itself and raised Lazarus back to life four days 
after death. Bottom Line: Whatever happens, remember 
how powerful God is. 

WEEK 2: Next, we head to an incredible moment John 
recorded in John 12:9-16. God’s people had waited for 
generations for God to send the Messiah. They were 
overwhelmed when Jesus made His triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem. God kept His promise. The mission to save the 
world was happening. Of course, this didn’t happen exactly 
how they expected, but God was still working up to 
something bigger than they could ever imagine! 
Bottom Line: Whatever happens, remember God is still 
working.

WEEK 3: We will look at Easter through John’s 
perspective in John 18:1–20:18. As the disciples 
experienced the events of the crucifixion, from Jesus’ 
arrest in the garden to His death, they must have wondered 
if everything they shared with Jesus was all for nothing. 
But that all changed when they discovered that Jesus was 
alive! Everything Jesus said about Himself was true. The 
disciples’ hope was building on the foundation of a risen 
Savior. Bottom Line: Whatever happens, remember Jesus 
is alive. 

WEEK 4: We finish the month with a critical moment 
recorded in John 20:19-29. Although Thomas was one of 
Jesus’ disciples, He hadn’t yet seen Jesus face-to-face after 
the resurrection. When the rest of the disciples tried to tell 
him that Jesus was alive, Thomas couldn’t believe it. When 
Jesus showed up again, He went right over to Thomas and 
gave him a chance to touch the scars. Thomas knew once 
and for all that Jesus was alive!  Bottomline:  God is bigger 
than your questions.

Love, Miss Donna

Have you ever called someone your BFF? BFF—Best 
Friend Forever. It’s hard to be a BFF, even with the 
best of intentions. It’s hard for you and me, but not for 
Jesus. Jesus is the one friend that not only wants to be our 
friend forever, but He can actually keep up His end of the 
promise. He went through a lot to make it possible. That’s 
why, this month, we are sharing the Good News with 
preschoolers that Jesus wants to be my friend forever. Your 
friend. My friend. Their friend. Everyone’s friend-forever! 
The best things that go together are my friend, Jesus, and 
me. And nothing, not even death, can come between us and 
His promise, because we go together forever and ever.

WEEK 1: Story Focus: Our friend, Jesus, is always with 
us. We will begin the month with the amazing story of Jesus 
walking on water. One minute the disciples are terrified and 
the next they are exclaiming, “Jesus! You truly are the Son 
of God!” Jesus can do anything—like walk on water. So, if 
Jesus says He’ll always be with us, then Jesus will always 
be with us.

WEEK 2: Story Focus: It’s time to celebrate! We 
celebrate our friend, Jesus. Grab a palm leaf and wave it in 
the air as we learn about the time Jesus rode down the road 
on a donkey. The whole town was filled with excitement 
because they knew Jesus can do amazing things! And, the 
best part of the celebration is that Jesus wants to be our 
friend forever! 

WEEK 3: Story Focus: Our friend, Jesus, is alive! Week 
three starts out sad, but it gets better…a whole lot better! 
We’re going to talk with our preschoolers about how angry 
people took Jesus away and hurt Him so badly that He died. 
But, three days later, Jesus did something that only He can 
do. Jesus came back, just like He said He would! Jesus is 
alive! That’s how Jesus can be our friend forever!

WEEK 4: Story Focus: Jesus wants to be our friend 
forever and we learn about an awesome moment Jesus 
shared with His friends, the disciples. They were out in 
a boat fishing. Then, they looked out across the water at 
someone they had been missing. It was Jesus! They quickly 
went ashore and found Jesus cooking breakfast for them 
right there on the beach. Can you even imagine? They went 
from thinking they had lost their friend, Jesus, to eating 
breakfast with Him on a beach!

Love my Fountain Littles!
Ms. Jenny



 IN MEMORY & IN HONOR

GENERAL FUND
In Memory of Thelma Crawley by David & Lucy Smith
In Memory of Mac English by Mary Emma Scott, 
  Delores Smith, and Ethel Carden
In Memory of Connie Settle by Pete & Elizabeth Brown
In Memory of Mary Lee Gentry Hankins by John & 
  Bobbie Stewart

FAITH PROMISE FOR MISSIONS
In Honor of Randy & Melanie Seiber by Mark Biagi 
In Honor of Chase Crickenberger by Emily Cloud

FOUNTAIN CITY MINISTRY CENTER
In Memory of Mac English by Tom Harrington
In Memory of Bill Potts by Tom Harrington
In Memory of Mary Lee Hankins by Tom Harrington

SOUTH AND TAPE
In Memory of Connie Settle by Barry & Sheila Emerton

  OUR SYMPATHIES

We extend our sympathy to Richard Belew in the death of his grandmother, Gladys Williams, on 
February 24, 2022. 

We extend our sympathy to Bill & Bob English in the death of their mother, Mac English  on 
February 25, 2022. 

We extend our sympathy to Jay Smith in the death of his mother, Mary Lee Hankins, on March 9, 
2022 . 

We extend our sympathy to Vicki Potts in the death of her husband, Bill Potts, on March 10, 2022. 

We extend our sympathy to Tim Sharp in the death of his sister, Connie Settle, on March 10, 2022

We extend our sympathy to  Liz Kerley Brown in the death of her son, Brent Hodge, on March 20, 
2022.

Fountain City UMC
212 Hotel Road

Knoxville, TN 37918
Phone: 865-689-5175

Email: fcumc@fountaincityumc.org
Website: www.fountaincityumc.org

Our church family continues to grow and we 
certainly have a lot to celebrate as a congregation!  

Please join us in celebrating the following 
blessings!

Michael & Chelsey Kent with their son, Eli, joined 
our church family on February 27, 2022 at the 

11:00 AM Traditional Worship Service. Welcome!

Kathy Kent joined our church family on February 
27, 2022 at the 11:00 AM Traditional Worship 

Service. Welcome!

Casey & Tina Arvin joined our church family 
on March 6, 2022  at the 11:00 AM Traditional 

Worship Service. Welcome!

Scott & Jan Tarver joined our church family 
on March 6, 2022 at the 11:00 AM Traditional 

Worship Service. Welcome!

OUR PRESENCE
CELEBRATING WITH OUR CHURCH FAMILY

DIGITAL EDITION OF THE SPIRIT AVAILABLE
Would you like to opt out of receiving the print edition 
of The Spirit monthly newsletter and see it digitally 
instead? It is available online through our weekly E-Spirit 
as well as on our website at www.fountaincityumc.org. 
Please email us at spirit@fountaincityumc.org to 
update your preference. 

Pastor On Call After Hours & Weekends
Text or Call 865-888-0192

When there is a hospitalization, death in the family, 
or any time you may need urgent pastoral care when 
the church office is closed, we encourage you to text 

or call 865-888-0192 to reach the pastor on call.


