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PASTOR,
CORNERED
A NOTE
FROM TOM

If ever there was a “game-changer” in our world, the event that has
transcended time itself, it has to be the resurrection of our Lord. All
four Gospels record it. Ancient creeds affirm it. Christians have been
ostracized and killed believing it. With it, we have the greatest hope ever
known, but without it, we are the most miserable people. Our faith is
reduced to just another belief system. We can’t force people to believe it,
because that would be in direct contradiction to the life and teachings of
the one who was crucified, dead and buried…who rose from the dead on
the third day.

We’re all excited to be in worship together, whether in person or live streaming, on Sunday, April 4, when
we will celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ. We were all probably a bit sad when last year’s Easter
Sunday celebrations were curtailed due to COVID-19. As one who appreciates the Christian calendar,
it seemed as if last year practically vaporized before our eyes. We had no temporal anchor to hold us in
place. The calendar told us that it was Easter Sunday, but it seemed like a lie. Resurrection hymns were
sung in our hearts but not with corporate voices raised as one single, declaratory voice. Sermons were
recorded or preached virtually. The Hallelujah Chorus went missing in action.
Somehow, I rather think that the meaning of resurrection, and not just in a historical sense, will take
on new meaning in 2021 for us. We are experiencing resurrection on so many different levels this year.
While nature is bursting with sounds, sights, and smells…the psalmist would say declaring the glory of
God…we get to join all nature in manifold witness to God’s faithfulness.
Jesus’ resurrection is still a “game-changer.” Through Christ, God was reconciling the entire world to
God. You and I are part of that reconciliation. We get to celebrate it every day, because we are an Easter
people. I have this feeling that April 4 might just be one of the best Easters ever.
Peace of Christ, Tom

OUR GIFTS
WEEKLY OFFERING
Feb. 8 - 14
$23,980.78
Feb 15-21
$55,704.20
Feb 22-28
$27,873.00
Mar 1-7
$21,864.34

PRAYERS, PRESENCE, GIFTS,
SERVICE, and Witness
FAITH PROMISE

Faith Promise Sunday will be
April 18 as part of our Missions
Celebration Weekend. Please
check out page seven of this
newsletter for details.

OUR SYMPATHIES
We extend our sympathy to Karen Needy and family in the death of
her husband, John L. Needy, on February 20.
We extend our sympathy to Carol Lytle and family in the death of
her husband, Charles Allen “Buzzy” Lytle, on March 1.
We extend our sympathy to Polly Kelly and family in the death
of her sister, Marie McBride, on March 1.
We extend our sympathy to Betty Wildman and family in
the death of her son-in-law, and Susan Shipman and family
in the death of her brother-in-law, John Schultz, on March 13.
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS FOR APRIL
Our office staff is working remotely
during the following hours in April:
Monday-Thursday: 8:30am-5:00pm
(closed for lunch from 12:00-1:00pm)
Friday: 8:30am-12:oopm

The journey Jesus took the week of his crucifixion and
ultimate resurrection was the beginning of the New
Covenant God promised to us and each day of Holy
Week allows us to reflect on the sacrifice that Jesus made
to save us from our sins. His love for us is shown in His
every step toward the cross.
We will have both in-person and live stream worship services on the following days of Holy Week. Register for
in-person worship using the QR Codes below (Palm Sunday pre-registration is closed). If you are unable to attend
in-person worship, we invite you to join our live stream services by visiting our Facebook pages.
Palm Sunday, March 28
Traditional and The Journey worship services will be held at 11:00am as we celebrate Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem.
Maundy Thursday, April 1
We will have a blended service with communion in the Gym at 7:30pm as we commemorate
The Last Supper.
Good Friday, April 2
We will have our Tenebrae service in the Sanctuary at 7:30pm as we observe the increasing
darkness as a symbol of Jesus’ death.
Easter Sunday, April 4
We will have Traditional and The Journey worship services at 8:30am and 11:00am on April 4 in
celebration of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. He is Risen, Indeed!

STEPHEN MINISTRY
Gail Clift (865) 922-9408

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Tim Brown (865) 599-3429
Tom Harrington (865) 687-9460

EMERGENCY ON CALL
Apr. 2-4: Tom Ballard (423) 585-7054
Apr. 9-11: Kristen Burkhart (865) 357-6354

ABOUT THE COVER PHOTO:
April showers bring May flowers! Pink roses symbolize gratitude,
grace, and joy, which we hope to have in abundance this Easter!
If you’d like to see one of your photos grace the cover of a future
The Spirit newsletter, please email Kathleen Bloom at
kathleen.bloom@fountaincityumc.org.

Apr. 16-18: Tom Ballard (423) 585-7054
Apr. 23-25: Kristen Burkhart (865) 357-6354

(Please call. Do not text.)

During this season of Faith Promise missions
giving, we continue highlighting our Faith Promise
partners. These ministries change lives locally,
nationally, and globally through their important
mission work. In last month’s newsletter, we featured
twelve of our Faith Promise partners. Please check out
the remaining twelve ministries that we support in
their quest to spread Christ’s love to those they serve.
Don’t forget to go to our YouTube channel or our website
to view short videos from our partners as they tell us
about the impact our giving has had on their important
outreaches.

Faith promise
2021
Our Faith Promise giving is THE fund for our church’s
mission outreach and members of the Missions
Committee select the ministries receiving funds. The
World Is Our Parish and these are a few of the partners
that FCUMC is giving to out of love.
Operation Backyard
More than half of the homes
in Knoxville are in need
of critical and emergency
repairs. Often, these homes
are occupied by elderly and
disabled individuals who live on wages that cannot
support the repairs they desperately need. Knoxville
Leadership Foundation’s Operation Backyard is a yearround program that provides free home repair services
for those with limited-income, those who are elderly,
and those who are disabled. Operation Backyard
exists to meet the needs of families by mobilizing
volunteers to provide free emergency home repairs,
helping cost-burdened individuals and families who
couldn’t otherwise afford these much-needed repairs.
Africa University
is the first and only fully-accredited
institution of higher learning
established on the African continent
by action of the General Conference
of The United Methodist Church.
This amazing institution was founded in response to the
call by African Bishops for a university for the whole of
Africa to foster intellectual, moral, ethical and spiritual
growth in its students.

Camp Wesley Woods
is part of Holston Conference
Camp and Retreat Ministries
of the United Methodist
Church. This camp is a Christcentered ministry with a child/
camper focus offering a wide
range of programming. Camp Wesley Woods has been
a beloved ministry since 1959 with dedicated focus
on summer camp ministry, outdoor education, and
retreat ministry. The distinct ministry of Camp Wesley
Woods inspires children, youth, and adults to live in
Christian community, to grow as disciples of Jesus
Christ, and to experience adventure in the midst of
God’s wondrous creation.
Wesley House
is a Christian ministry
called by God to nurture
wholeness and hope by
empowering children and
families through service and education. Wesley House
Community Center provides high-quality, affordable,
and accessible after-school and summer camp care as
well as a senior citizen program for Knoxville’s most
under resourced areas. Their vision is to develop and
maintain the emotional, academic, and spiritual growth
of children and families as well as provide access to
resources and services within the Mechanicsville,
Lonsdale and Beaumont communities.
“Give Ye Them To Eat” (GYTTE)
was founded in 1977 as a social
outreach project of the United
Methodist Church of Mexico to
combat hunger and poverty in the
rural sector. The purpose of GYTTE is to strengthen the
capabilities of marginalized people and communities
to meet their basic needs, and to determine and
sustain a just and integrated development process.
Participatory methods and development tools are used
to create conditions in which change can take place
from within the communities.

Lost Sheep Ministry
Under the Bridge
Maxine Raines launched Lost
Sheep Ministry after growing up
homeless and wanting to give
back. She wanted to see Knoxville’s
homeless cared for and find faith in Jesus Christ. Armed
with hot dogs, Maxine served the homeless from the
trunk of her car and never looked back. Eventually
finding a “home” under the I-40 bridge, Lost Sheep
Ministry has served the homeless every Wednesday
evening for close to 30 years. One can always find a
hot meal and a fresh pair of clothes when needed,
and a medical team ready to provide basic medical
treatment, first aid, and perform vitals. It is a safe place
for the homeless community to gather and find people
who will love them unconditionally.

South Sudan
Children whose homelands
have been ravaged by conflict
and those living in or fleeing
active conflict zones face
steep barriers. Girls are
more likely to be kept home
from school than boys and often children cannot
attend school because they must work in menial
jobs to help their families survive. UMCOR’s
Education and Child Protection program in Sudan
focuses on teacher training, school construction
and reconstruction, establishing vital parent-teacher
associations, and providing essential school supplies
for students. In addition to constructing classrooms,
your gifts enable UMCOR to supply provisions to collect
and store fresh water.

Agape Outreach Homes
is a non-profit organization
which provides housing and
care for men with severe
persistent mental illness. Agape is a Greek word
meaning “unconditional love”, and Agape Outreach
Homes exists to extend this love to their clients and
community. Their goal is to provide a therapeutic
environment, while maintaining a sense of “family”
among their residents. Agape strongly believes in the
dignity and courage of those battling mental illness and
seeks to offer a place of safety and hope, and illuminate
a path to recovery and vitality.

Partners For Children, Inc. (PFC)
is a nonprofit organization that operates a
child development center for preschoolers
at Cedar Lane UMC. PFC’s mission is to
provide quality care for preschool children
while offering financial assistance to low
income families whenever possible. PFC
believes that children are a gift from God and that
their welfare is the responsibility not only of their
parents but also of their community. PFC’s goal
is to facilitate learning by providing a positive
environment so children can develop the cognitive,
social, emotional, physical, and spiritual skills
necessary to effectively function in our society.

Jubilee Project
is helping people in Hancock County
meet their spiritual, economic, social,
and physical needs in the name of
Jesus Christ. They envision a world
where everyone has enough, where
those who have more share with glad and generous
hearts, and where those who have less find relief from
oppression and hope for the future. Jubilee Project’s
core values are food security, shelter, access to clean
water, health, self-worth, and love.
TN Valley District
Hispanic Ministries
has a mission of making
disciples of Jesus Christ for
the transformation of the
world. With an increased
emphasis on funding for
training and expanding Hispanic Ministries through
Spanish speaking worship services in the Holston
Conference, their hope is to reach people who wouldn’t
be reached without this ministry.

Family Promise of Knoxville
is a nonprofit organization
that unites with the interfaith
community to help homeless
and low-income families with children achieve
sustainable independence. These families have many
shapes and sizes including single mothers, single
fathers, two parent families, multi-generational families
and expectant parents. Family Promise believes
that the best way to return families to sustainable
independence is to keep the family unit intact to face the
challenges of regaining housing and working toward a
better life. Family Promise partners with the interfaith
community to provide shelter, meals, and volunteer
support.
Thanks to our church family, we are able to support
these important ministries in their goals of reaching
those in need in each of their communities. We give
out of love to our Faith Promise partners as they seek
to spread the word and love of Jesus Christ and we are
blessed to help.

FOUNTAIN KIDS
February Bible Experience
Week 1: We kick off April with something Paul
writes about Jesus in Colossians 1:20 and John 20:118. On Easter Sunday, we want to make sure that
kids know how they can have a relationship with
Jesus. Throughout the Bible, we see God’s plan
to make peace with us. In the second part of the
Colossians verse, Paul reminds us that it’s through what
Jesus did on the cross that the world can be right with
God again. Bottom Line: God made peace with us. God
went to great lengths to fix what was wrong between us
and Him.
Week 2: We look closer at something else Paul
wrote in Colossians 3:15: Let the peace that Christ
gives rule in your hearts. As parts of one body, you were
appointed to live in peace. And be thankful (NIrV).
Because Jesus made peace with us, we can turn around
and show that same peace to others. Bottom Line: We
can make peace with others. When God made peace
with us through Jesus, God showed us that peace with
others is possible.

Week 3: We head back to Genesis 26:1-6, 12-22, 2631. Isaac moved to a region where he reclaimed the
wells that had belonged to his father, Abraham. For
years no one had cared about the wells until they were
reopened, then everyone started fighting over them.
Instead of fighting, Isaac decided to give away the wells
in order to make peace. Isaac simply walked away from

what was rightfully his. And by walking away from
the fight, those people changed their opinion about
Isaac, and decided to trust him. Bottom Line: You can
show you care about others by walking away from a
fight. Sometimes creating peace with someone means
walking away even if we’re not wrong.
Week 4: We finish the month in 1 Samuel 25:1-35, where
we find a story about a woman named Abigail, but it
starts with King David. He was furious with a man who
mistreated his soldiers. He decided to get revenge, until
the man’s wife, Abigail, intercepts him with gifts to make
peace and apologize. Her peacemaking skills stopped
something that could have been horrible. Even though
she was not responsible for her husband’s offense, she
realized she could play a role in making peace. Bottom
Line: You can show you care about others by being part
of the solution. Peace is often about helping stop an
argument before it can escalate into something worse.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Summer is coming!
Mark your calendars for
Fountain Kids Vacation
Bible School taking place
June 14-17. We will have
the registration link
available on our website
beginning April 1. You
may use this QR Code to register as well.

There are limited spots available and registration is
required for this outdoor, evening camp (6:oo-8:30pm).
We are excited to bring Treasured: Discovering You’re
Priceless to God to the children of our community!

IT’S TIME TO REGISTER FOR PRESCHOOL

Preschool registration is now open for the 2021-22 school year. Classes are
available for infants through 4 year-olds. To register online, please create a
New Parent Account at fcumc.kidscount.online and follow the registration
instructions.
The Preschool at FCUMC provides holistic quality care for preschool-aged chidren
to encourage social, emotional, physical and spiritual growth through
developmentally appropriate activities and is accredited by the prestigious
National Association for the Education of Young Children. We look forward to
another amazing school year!

2021 FAITH PROMISE FOR MISSIONS COMMITMENT CARDS
If you give regularly or have automatically scheduled gifts for Faith
Promise, we ask that you please fill out a 2021 Faith Promise for
Missions Commitment Card. This ensures your commitments
continue for our Faith Promise partners’ important mission work!
Please go to our website and click on The World Is Our Parish link
to fill out your Faith Promise For Missions commitment card. Every
commitment Makes Disciples and Changes Lives!
RISE AGAINST HUNGER MEAL PACKAGING EVENT • APRIL 17
Our annual meal packaging event for Rise Against Hunger (RAH) is a go!
We will package meals offsite and outdoors at R. Larry Smith’s covered
parking area at the 640 Building, easily accessible from Old Broadway.
All church protocols for outdoor groups will be in place.
We will have three shifts of 60 people and two RAH staffers will be present as
well. The shifts will be: 9:00am-11:ooam, 11:30am-1:30pm, and 2:00pm-4:00pm.
Please go to our website at https://www.fountaincityumc.org/rise-against-hungermeal-packaging-event or use this QR code to register for a shift.
They may look like simple bags of rice and soy, but Rise Against Hunger meals represent the hopes and
dreams of people worldwide. We are so excited to be able to once again help Rise Against Hunger with
their goal of ending hunger worldwide!
FAITH PROMISE FOR MISSIONS SPEAKERS
SUNDAY APRIL 18 AT OUR 11AM WORSHIP SERVICES
We will have speakers from two of our Faith Promise partners at our worship services on April 18. Mike
Sluder, Holston Conference Director of Connectional Ministries, will speak at our Traditional Worship
Service and Mary K. Briggs, UTK Wesley Foundation Director, will speak at The Journey Worship
Service. We are excited to hear from these important ministries about their outreach for the glory of
God and how our commitments help them minister to people right here in Knoxville and around the
world.

BOOK IT: A BOOK CLUB
FOR READING ENTHUSIASTS!
We hope you will join us as we
launch Book It, our new book
club! Beginning on Thursday,
April 22, we will begin reading
our first book, New York Times
Bestseller, Before We Were
Yours by Lisa Wingate, whose
riveting,
wrenching,
and
ultimately uplifting tale reminds
us how, even though the paths we take can lead to
many places, the heart never forgets where we
belong. Details coming soon!

OPEN DOOR COMMUNITY MEAL

Serving our community is what we do at FCUMC!
And providing our community meals at Fountain
City Ministry Center allows us to reach more
people, so Doug Shipman and crew will be outdoors
at FCMC every first Wednesday from 5:30-6:00pm
until further notice serving up a great meal! If you
know of individuals or families who are in need
of meal assistance, please guide them to our next
community meal at FCMC on April 7.

IN MEMORY & IN HONOR
GENERAL FUND
In Memory of John Needy by Newport News Shipbuilding
Senior Staff, Brian & Jenny Huskey, Liz Brown, Ethel Carden,
Mike & Carlene LeCompte, Laura Brake, Russ & Lisa Coble,
Mary Emma Scott, Steve & Margaret Carr, Eddie & Cammie
Murphree, Gary & Teresa Hillard, Conrad & Wanda Majors,
Connie Daniel, Bill & Mary Simpson, Rudy & Carol McBee,
Patricia Wrinkle, Wendy McBee, Frank & Nancy Faulkner,
The Searcy Family, Fred & Billie Graves, Bonnie Smith, Pairs
and Spares SS Class, Thomas & Marianne Hogg, Chris, Betsy,
Max & Anna Lee Castleberry, Andrew & Deborah Agnew,
Scott & Beth Stabler, and Sally Snyder
In Memory of Ruth Bryan by Bill & Martha Routh
In Memory of Hollis McLain by David & Johnnie Burkey
In Memory of Buzzy Lytle by Charlotte, Brent & Barbara
Trentham, Charles & Nancy Wagner, and Fred & Billie Graves
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Memory of John Needy by Sherman & Elizabeth Morton,
and Harry & Ruthie McLeod

FAITH PROMISE
In Memory of John Needy by Stuart Mitchell
CHOIR
In Memory of John Needy by Woody & Kathy Farrell
UMCOR
In Memory of John Needy by Whobodies SS Class
FOUNTAIN CITY MINISTRY CENTER
In Memory of John Needy by Tom Harrington, and Gary &
Martha Masterson
In Memory of Buzzy Lytle by Tom Harrington, Frank &
Nancy Faulkner, Doris Simpson, and Charlie & Ann Durham
In Memory of Marie McBride by Tom Harrington
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
In Memory of John Needy by David & Lucy Smith

CAPITOL CAMPAIGN
In Memory of John Needy by Ralph & Ruth Latham
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