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PASTOR,
CORNERED
A NOTE
FROM TOM

If you were to write a book, what would be its title? Perusing my
library, which admittedly has gone through several transitions
including a Kindle, I found some rather eye-catching ones: Jesus
Never Said Everyone Was Lovable, God Was Here and I Was Out to
Lunch, and Snickers from the Front Pew. These titles are so appealing
that we might just pick them up and start reading.

I think the title of a book I might write would be Somebody Said I
Had a Loose Screw (and I Thanked Them), or Lies Parents Tell Their
Children to Get Them to Shut Up!, or When You Bury Yourself in the
Sand, You Find Crevices You Never Knew You Had. Don’t those sound
like fun titles that make you want to crack open the cover? Chances are, you might even want to write
your own book with these titles or others that come to mind. Go ahead, you have my permission. (Just
mention me in the credits. I won’t even demand royalties.)
With matters being so serious these days, we all need a little levity. It may be time to turn off the
news a little more. We may need to read a book. Even if it never gets published, what if we were to
undertake writing one just for the fun of it?
A cheerful heart is a good medicine, but a downcast spirit dries up the bones (Proverbs 17:22). What are
the things that bring a smile to your face? I know it’s hard to see smiles these days with so many
people wearing face coverings, but what makes you LOL (Laugh Out Loud)? The funny thing (no pun
intended) is that laughter is contagious. One person starts, and pretty soon, everybody around is in
stitches. And maybe, for all of the right reasons, the kingdom of God is a place filled with humor, not
laughing at each other, but laughing with each other. I can’t think of any other place I would be tickled
to be!
Peace of Christ, Tom

OUR GIFTS
WEEKLY OFFERING
July 20-26
$16,613.00
July 27 - Aug 2 $18,003.00
August 3-9
$51,466.64
August 10-16
$16,094.00

PRAYERS, PRESENCE, GIFTS,
SERVICE, and Witness

OUR SYMPATHIES
We extend our sympathy to Delores Harrison and family in the
death of her brother, Dewey Winfred Boothe, on July 30.
We extend our sympathy to former FCUMC Music Staff member,
Sheree Beeler and family in the death of her father, G.W. Norton,
on August 8.
We extend our sympathy to Vicki Frye, wife of former FCUMC
pastor, Randy Frye in the death of her father, Jim D. Stephens,
on August 14.

FAITH PROMISE

Faith Promise Sunday will
be September 27. Please
mail your check to the
church office or go to our
website and click on “GIVE
ONLINE” on our homepage
to make your commitment.

ABOUT THE COVER PHOTO:

The simple beauty of the Common Daisy. Photo by Jonna Ballard at Lake
Junaluska. If you’d like to see one of your photos grace the cover of a future The
Spirit newsletter, please email kathleen.bloom@fountaincityumc.org.

We are pleased to announce the following
students have been awarded scholarships
for fall 2020.

Please join us for our online worship services!
View worship for Traditional and The Journey
at www.fountaincityumc.org/03/online-worship
On this FCUMC website page, there is a link to our YouTube
Channel where you can view worship and informational videos.
While you are there, please susbscribe to our YouTube Channel!
View worship for Celebrate Recovery North at
www.facebook.com/CRNorthKnox
NO FELLOWSHIP MEALS THIS FALL
For the health and safety of all church members and church
staff, and in accordance with Holston Conference protocols,
we will be unable to host our Wednesday Night Fellowship
Meals during the fall. Thank you for your understanding
and patience as we navigate these difficult times. We will
keep you updated with the latest news through our weekly
E-Spirit, on our Facebook pages, and on our website.

Melton Scholarship Recipients:
Susannah Clabough
Rachel Shipman
Charles Sloan Scholarship Recipients:
Todd Graves
Susannah Clabough
Claire Graves
Elizabeth Smiddy
Sarah Catherine Smiddy

Holland Prior

Congratulations to these students and
good luck with your college studies!

PRODUCE
GIVE AWAY EVENTS

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS FOR SEPTEMBER
Our office staff is working remotely
during the following hours in September:
Monday-Thursday: 8:30am-5:00pm
(closed for lunch from 12:00-1:00pm)
Friday: 8:30am-12:oopm
Your calls to the church office phone number will be
answered during the hours listed above. To contact
staff members directly, please email them. You can
find staff emails on Realm or on our website under
the Who We Are menu on our home page. If you need
to meet with a church staff member in person, please
make an appointment directly with that staff member.

STEPHEN MINISTRY

EMERGENCY ON CALL

Gail Clift
(865) 922-9408

Sept 4-6: Tom Ballard
(423) 585-7054

INTERCESSORY PRAYER

Sept 11-13: Kristen Burkhart
(865) 357-6354

Tim Brown
(865) 599-3429

Sept 18-20: Tom Ballard
(423) 585-7054

Tom Harrington
(865) 687-9460

Sept 25-27: Kristen Burkhart
(865) 357-6354

Our three produce drives were a huge
success! Fountain City UMC, in association
with the Society of St. Andrew and the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, participated
in three community produce give aways in
June, July, and August.
We distributed a total of 4800 pounds
of fresh fruits and vegetables to the
community around the church, as well
as shared produce with the Fountain
City Ministry Center, the Knoxville
Dream Center (Lost Sheep Ministries),
and Wesley House. This is another great
example of FCUMC doing ministry during
this pandemic era.
A special shout out to Doug Shipman,
FCUMC Director of Food Services, as well
as Becky Ripley, Susan Shipman, and Carl
Ball for their help distributing the food to
our community.

Your fcumc staff working remotely
As the staff of Fountain City UMC continues working remotely
from home and conducting our staff meetings via Zoom, we
thought you might like a glimpse into what that looks like. We
occasionally see a dog or child pop onto the screen during staff
meetings, and have the occasional technological glitch. But overall,
this new normal of doing our jobs remotely is working out quite nicely.
Church office staff in a Zoom Meeting

Donna Lewis is creating fun Bible lessons
for Fountain Kids!
Pastor Kristen is joined by her
children at a virtual service

Ashley Garren splits her time
between working in the church
office and working remotely at
home

Weekly staff meeting on Zoom

Melissa Greene working on the
Sunday Bulletin from home

Kathleen Bloom working on our
weekly E-Spirit

Jenny Cook is getting creative with a
little help from Ollie the Owl and her
dog, Cooper

A Note from Alycia Truett, FCUMC Preschool Director
I am happy to share that FCUMC Preschool has been approved to reopen by
the Holston Methodist Conference Bishop and the Tennessee Valley District
Superintendent. The Preschool presented a detailed plan of safety measures intended
to keep children, teachers, and families safe and healthy while providing an excellent
and developmentally appropriate preschool experience for all children.
To ensure that all safeguards are in place, we delayed the beginning of school two
weeks, until Tuesday, September 8th. We are looking forward to another great year!

KRISTEN’S CORNER

			

Rev. Dr. Kristen Burkhart, Associate Pastor of Discipleship
on Fall Discipleship Opportunities
Jesus trained the disciples and then sent them out into the world. They adapted as they
did ministry in sets of two. We are honored to do ministry with you this fall as we
continue to adapt as Disciples of Jesus Christ.
Adult Discipleship Ministries begin the first week of October and will last for six weeks.
All classes will be on Wednesdays at 6:30pm, except the Financial Peace Class which
will be on Sundays at 6:30pm. Following these six weeks, we hope to offer Advent Bible
Study options as well.

Please join us in one of our fall class offerings as we continue Making Disciples, Changing Lives. We live out our
membership vows as disciples of Jesus Christ with our Prayers, Presence, Gifts, Service, and Witness. All classes
will be online via Zoom. Please sign up by September 25.
		
God Bless, Rev. Dr. Kristen Burkhart
PRAYERS – Join the Discipleship Sunday School Class as they adapt to the changing times. Mark Seals will be
leading this group through the book by Judah Smith, How’s Your Soul? Why Everything that Matters Starts with
the Inside You. (Jeremiah 29:11)
PRESENCE – “Heart” is mentioned in scripture over 1,000 times. Based on Bible passages about the heart, we
will look at the heart as a basis for faith, the church, and personal lives. Join Rev. Dr. Jim Dougherty as he leads
the group through The Heart of Christianity. (Matthew 22:37)
GIFTS - 1. This fall you can focus on living faithfully and financially with the virtual Financial Peace Class. Amy
Harrington Bible is a Ramsey Financial Coach and will be the class leader. Class members will watch videos on
their own time and meet via Zoom at 6:30pm on Sunday evenings from October 11–December 13. There will be
no class on November 29. (Proverbs 3:9)
2. Come join our Associate Pastor of Discipleship Ministries, Rev. Dr. Kristen Burkhart as we discover
the unique path Jesus called you to as a disciple. The class will use the book, Gospel Discipleship: Four Pathways
for Christian Discipleship by Rev. Dr. Michelle J. Morris. Everyone will need their own copy of the participant
guide so please order this book from your favorite book dealer. (Ephesians 4:16)
SERVICE – Examine the promise of blessedness in Christ’s Sermon on the Mount. Seth Charles leads this Bible
study as he looks at the book, Set Apart by Jennifer Kennedy Dean. (Matthew 22:39)
WITNESS –We have two choices in this category of discipleship:
1. We all have to start or restart on our discipleship journey. Join Senior Pastor, Rev. Tom Ballad as he leads a
holy conversation around Starting Point: Listening to Voices Addressing Racism. (Galatians 3:28)
2. Journey with Dave Danford as he continues to help us look at the Holy Land and the Bible. You will discover
the witness that can be found across the lands and locations in the Scriptures. (Acts 1:8)

FOUNTAIN KIDS
Kiddos are back to school! Fountain Kids’ Ministry
has children that are back to school in-person and
some that are participating in virtual school at home.
In addition, our children are participating in some
extra-curricular activities which are also in-person
and/or virtual. Yes, it is different! The lessons of
God’s power in our daily lives, and the power of
friendships and relationships remains important at
this special time of year. Maybe this year, even more.
Opportunities abound this school year. We are a
blessed people. Our God is powerful, loving, and
merciful.
Fountain Kids is the children’s ministry at FCUMC.
However, this year affords us the perfect occasion
to share our teachings and ministry with the entire
congregation through written word and digital
media. Thank you for joining us on our Fountain Kids
Facebook page each week as Jenny Cook and I strive
to find even more innovative and creative ways to
engage and love our families.
We want to share our compelling September
lessons on friendship. Fountain City United
Methodist Church friends: Let your mind go back to
your Sunday School years and be a kid again.

Will, Charito, Chelsea and baby Angela
McTeer visit with Miss Donna as she drops off
a back to school goody bag for Chelsea

Week 1: Better Together (Two people are better than
one) • Ecclesiastes 4:9-12
Week 2: We’re Going to Be Friends (David & Jonathan) •
1 Samuel 20 (supporting: 1 Corinthians 13:4-8)
Week 3: We’re Going to Be Friends (David & Jonathan) •
1 Samuel 20 (supporting: 1 Corinthians 13:4-8)
Week 4: I’ll Be There for You (Jesus and Peter) • John
21:1-19 (supporting: John 18:1-27)
September Memory Verse:
A friend loves at all times. They are there to help when
trouble comes. Proverbs 17:17
NIRV MONTHLY LIFE APP: Friendship—Using your
words and actions to show others you care.

					- Miss Donna

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
SERVE DURING COVID-19
Women of United Methodist Women (UMW) at FCUMC have been busy carrying out the mission
of COVID compassion these past few months. Here’s what they have been up to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

UMW women have provided box fans when someone’s air conditioning was failing.
UMW women have served and delivered lunches.
UMW women have worked at Fountain City Ministry Center.
UMW women have cleaned out closets and garages, listing items on our ebay charity page.
UMW women have been knitting and crocheting baby blankets.
UMW women have made phone calls to check on Sunday school class members.
UMW women have phoned church members who live alone.
UMW women have sent cards to those who have needed some encouragement.
UMW has accepted the challenge of COVID Compassion. Will you join us?
Go to www.fountaincityumc.org and click on Happening Now for a link to volunteer.

OUR PRESENCE

CELEBRATING WITH OUR FCUMC FAMILY
Our FCUMC family continues to grow.
We invite you to rejoice in the following
blessings with us!

Please join us in celebrating the marriage
of Leslie Huffine and Ryan Dykeman, who
were wed on Saturday, August 1, 2020.
Congratulations!

Please join us in celebrating the birth of
Jasper Cain Amendola, son of Samantha
& John Amendola, on May 29.
Please join us in celebrating the birth of
Margaret “Maggie” Reese Walton, daughter
of Paige & Brandon Walton, on July 21. Big
brothers are Rhett & Reid.
Please join us in celebrating the birth of
Amelia Anne Toll, daughter of Sarah &
Trevor Toll on July 31. Big brother is Henry.

Remembering Our Faith Promise
What is a Faith Promise? The faith promise method encourages us to give with
confidence that God will supply what is needed for us to participate in the mission
support of our church. Faith Promise For Missions is giving above and beyond
your pledge to the church budget- general fund and capital campaign. The mission
committee members bring attention to ongoing mission opportunities on the local,
national and international level. The committee carefully examines the needs and
administers funds as available.
We have an exciting opportunity to watch God grow our ability to help His work
all over the world as well as right here in Fountain City. The mission committee, with
research and prayer about and for the recipients, sets a budget and watches God bless
the work. All of this gets done through your willingness to reach out in faith with whatever you are able to give.
In this extraordinary year, we made a budget but had no opportunity to present it to the church or have our much
anticipated missions weekend. Yet, your gifts have continued and we are already halfway to our proposed budget
with our obligations for April through August met.
We were also able to provide 100 pairs of shoes for Fountain City Ministry
Center in cooperation with Shoe Carnival. This was in addition to our
budgeted items. We are not asking for pledges at this time, but would ask that
you continue to give as you so generously have been. The fourth Sunday of the
month is a designated time for Faith Promise For Missions offerings with
specific missions highlighted each month. Thank you for your continued
support of this ministry. Please remember to mark your contributions for
Faith Promise. Your gifts enable FCUMC to continue to support God’s work at
home and in His larger world.
Patty McMahon, Becky Ripley & Gary 					
FCUMC Missions Committee
McMahon delivering shoes to FCMC

IN MEMORY & IN HONOR
GENERAL FUND
In Memory of Margaret Gillenwater by Tommy & Jan
Miller
In Memory of Bob Temple by Ronald Dalton, Steve &
Margaret Carr, Jim & Betty Dougherty, Don & Judy
Akers, and Dolores Smith
In Memory of Bob & Helen Temple by Jean Payne &
Sharon Johnson
In Memory of Marcella Finch by Lillian Holbert
In Memory of Joe Black, Jr. by Lillian Holbert
In Honor of Rick & Tom Harrington by Mary Scott
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Memory of Margaret Gillenwater by Harry & Ruthie
McLeod, and Mark Biagi
In Memory of Frances Swatzell by Mark Biagi
In Memory of Joanne Bane by Ethel Carden
PRESCHOOL
In Memory of Ashley Oakes by Michael & Terri Ward

SOUND AND TAPE MINISTRY
In Memory of Bob & Helen Temple by Rob & Martha
Koho
CONGREGATIONAL CARE
In Honor of LeRoy Hatcher by Tom Cloud
MUSIC MINISTRY
In Honor of Walter Griffin by Tom Cloud
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
In Honor of the McTeer Family by Eleanor Thurman
FOUNTAIN CITY MINISTRY CENTER
In Memory of Margaret Gillenwater by Tom Harrington
In Memory of Virginia Breazeale by Tom Harrington
HOLSTON HOME
In Memory of Gene Payne by Betty Addonizio

FOUNTAIN CITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
12 Hotel Road, Knoxville, TN 37918
PHONE: (865) 689-5175

EMAIL: spirit@fountaincityumc.org
WEBSITE: www.fountaincityumc.org

FCUMC STAFF:
Tom Ballard, Senior Pastor
tom.ballard@fountaincityumc.org

Alycia Truett, Director of Preschool
alycia.truett@fountaincityumc.org

Kristen Burkhart, Associate Pastor of Discipleship
kristen.burkhart@fountaincityumc.org

Kathleen Bloom, Director of Communications
kathleen.bloom@fountaincityumc.org

John Patterson, Director of Church Operations
john.patterson@fountaincityumc.org

Seth Charles, Celebrate Recovery Ministry Leader
seth.charles@fountaincityumc.org

Jeanie Tillman, Director of Adults 50+ Ministries
jeanie.tillman@fountaincityumc.org

Jenny Cook, Early Childhood Coordinator
jenny.cook@fountaincityumc.org

Donna Lewis, Director of Children’s Ministries
donna.lewis@fountaincityumc.org

Melissa Greene, Administrative Assistant
melissa.greene@fountaincityumc.org

Daniel Doubleday, Director of Youth Ministries
daniel.doubleday@fountaincityumc.org

Ashley Garren, Finance Assistant
ashley.garren@fountaincityumc.org

Leslie Hill, Director of Music Ministries
leslie.hill@fountaincityumc.org

Maxine Engle, Receptionist
maxine.engle@fountaincityumc.org

Doug Shipman, Director of Food Services
doug.shipman@fountaincityumc.org

Ralph Paden, Facilities Manager
ralph.paden@fountaincityumc.org

Mark Seals, Director of The Journey Worship
mseals777@yahoo.com

John Fine, Facilities Staff
Todd Graves, Facilities Staff

