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A LOOK AHEAD
MORE DETAILS AVAILABLE AT

WWW.FOUNTAINCITYUMC.ORG

UPCOMING NOVEMBER DATES
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1
All Day : Seasoned Souls Senior Adult Event (Off-Site)

FRIDAY-SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2-3
Overnight : Father/Son Camp-Out (Iglehart Farm)

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4
All Day : All Saints Sunday (Churchwide)
4:00 pm : Sisters in the Spirit Art Night (Gym)
6:00 pm : Wesley Foundation Meal & A Message (UTK)

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 5
6:30 pm : Stephen Ministry Interest Meeting (Room 138)

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 9
9:30 am : Adults 50+ Applewood Farmhouse Trip (Off-Site)

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11
All Day : Commitment Sunday (Churchwide)
All Day : Operation Christmas Child Dedication Day 
(Churchwide)

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13
10:00 am : UMW Ruth Circle (Room 135)
10:45 am : UMW Unit Meeting (Wesley Hall)
1:00 pm : UMW Sarah Circle (Room 135)

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16
7:00 pm : Youth High School Night (Off-Site)

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18
5:00 pm : Community Thanksgiving Service (Off-Site)

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 21
Wednesday Activities canceled due to Thanksgiving

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 22
Church Offices closed due to Thanksgiving

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 24
6:00 pm : Open Door Community Meal (Wesley Hall)

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 25
All Day : Faith Promise Sunday (Churchwide)

EMERGENCY
ON CALL

Nov. 2-4 : John Gargis
(865) 310-4783 

Nov. 9-11 : Tom Ballard
(423) 585-7054

Nov. 16-18 : John Gargis
(865) 310-4783 

Nov. 23-25 : Tom Ballard
(423) 585-7054

Nov. 30-Dec. 2 : John Gargis
(865) 310-4783

STEPHEN
MINISTRY

Gail Clift

(865) 922-9408

INTERCESSORY 
PRAYER

Mary Bolton
(865) 687-6277

Tom Harrington
(865) 687-9460

SUNDAY
SEPTEMBER 16

SUNDAY
SEPTEMBER 23

SUNDAY
SEPTEMBER 30

SUNDAY
OCTOBER 7

Sunday School 358 355 317 297

8:30 am Traditional Worship 154 140 149 144

11 am Traditional Worship 213 197 216 172

11 am The Journey 140 178 161 135

Celebrate Recovery 166 177 169 165

TOTAL WORSHIP SERVICES 673 692 695 616

KEYBOARD CONCERT 210

OUR GIFTS

WEEKLY OFFERING

Sept. 17-23 $   21,202.60
Sept. 24-30 $   21,445.69
Oct. 1-7  $   27,530.25
Oct. 8-14  $   20,161.05
Oct. 15-21 $   18,565.61

YTD Received: $1,101,618.67
YTD Budget: $1,209,115.74

FAITH PROMISE FOCUS
Our focus for November is on 
Lost Sheep Ministry and Helen 
Roberts-Evans (Liberia). 

Faith Promise Sunday will be 
November 25. Please use  the
blue envelopes in the pew
racks to make your Faith 
Promise commitment.

OUR SYMPATHIES

We extend our sympathy to Patti Ball and family in the death of  her husband, Donald 
“Don” Lee Ball, on September 21.

We extend our sympathy to Mike Rogers and family in the death of  his father,
William “Billy” Kyle Rogers, Jr., on September 27.

We extend our sympathy to Tracie Kercher and family in the death of  her
stepfather, John Detmore, on September 28.

We extend our sympathy to Jayne Hillhouse and family in the death of  her sister, 
Dawn Greenway, on October 17.

PRAYERS, PRESENCE,

GIFTS, AND SERVICE

G R I E F S H A R E
HELP AND HOPE FOR THE HOLIDAYS

For those of  us who have experienced loss, oftentimes 
the grief  is more poignant during the holidays when 
we are constantly reminded about spending quality 
time with family members. Wondering how you 
will survive the weeks surrounding Thanksgiving 
and Christmas? Are you dreading these holidays, 
knowing that everything has changed and that happy 
memories from past years can’t be recreated? Our 
upcoming seminars will provide help and hope as you 
navigate this holiday season. Registration is open and 
the cost is $5.00.

Join us on Wednesday, November 14, for a GriefShare 
seminar that best fits your schedule. The morning 
seminar is from 10:00am until 12:00pm; the evening 
seminar is from 6:30pm to 8:30pm. Register online 
at https://www.griefshare.org/holidays. For more 
information about our GriefShare ministry, please 
contact LeRoy Hatcher at (865) 689-5175. 

THANKSGIVING SERVICE
Each year, several churches in our Fountain City 
area combine forces to hold an annual Community 
Thanksgiving worship service! This year’s service 
will be held on Sunday, November 18, at 5:00pm 
at Fountain City Presbyterian Church. We hope you 
make plans to join us!

This service is a wonderful opportunity to worship 
with our neighbors, give thanks for all God has given 
us, and support the Fountain City Ministry Center 
with a love offering. For more information, please call 
the church office at (865) 689-5175.

It’s hard for me to believe, but by the time you read this 
newsletter, I will have been appointed to Fountain City UMC 
for a little more than four months. I cannot describe how 
grateful I am to be serving in such a great place as Fountain 
City! I know that relationships have developed and will 
continue to deepen as we live out our faith together as 
followers of  Jesus Christ.

By now you should have received information about our
ALL IN: Prayers, Presence, Gifts, Service, and Witness 
stewardship emphasis. When Jesus asked plain, ordinary 
folks like you and me to follow him, the intention was always 
to be ALL IN. There’s a lot I could say, but rather than getting 

into my robe and getting “preachy,” I simply want to encourage each of  us to consider why Jesus Christ and Fountain 
City UMC are so important to us. Then, may we be guided to respond accordingly.

We have more of  a need to give than the church has to receive. There’s no arm-twisting or psychological 
manipulation going on. That’s not helpful; nor is it healthy. The nature of  discipleship is to remember that each 
one of  us is a steward of  whatever bounty God has entrusted to us. When all is said and done, all that we have and 
ever hope to have…all that we are and ever hope to be…is God’s. How humbling.

On Sunday, November 11, we will be bringing our ALL IN to worship. Between now and then, we will be prayerfully 
considering steps to take in 2019.

In this season of  Thanksgiving, let’s join together in being ALL IN. May the peace of  Christ be with you.

PASTOR,

CORNERED

A NOTE

FROM TOM

Giving to Fountain City UMC is as easy as 1-2-3!
Go to the App Store or Google Play and search for “GivePlus Church” to download for 
FREE!



IN MEMORY & IN HONOR

GENERAL FUND
In Memory of  Don Ball by John & Anna Mays
In Memory of  Zeno Brown by John & Anna Mays
In Memory of  Aaron Clift by David & Johnnie Burkey
In Honor of  Mary Ellen Whittaker by Maggie & TC
Whittaker
In Honor of  LeRoy Hatcher by Rudy & Carol McBee

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
In Memory of  Zeno Brown by Barry & Louanne Clabough, 
Charlotte Musgraves, William Power, Frank & Cindy 
Padilla, John & Sharon Mays, Buzz & Carol Lytle, Mark
Biagi, Polly Kelly, Margy & Keith Coe, Charley & Susy Gray, 
Rhea Shaver, Jerry & Jan Rose
In Memory of  Melynda Ripley by Mary Ellen Whittaker
In Memory of  G.E. Musgraves by Charlotte Musgraves
In Honor of  Mary Ellen Whittaker by John & Mary Routh
In Memory of  Guy Tucker by Fred & Billie Graves
In Memory of  Billy Rogers by Fred & Billie Graves
In Honor of  Tom & Charlotte Schumpert by Becky Johnston, 
Kelly Gregory, Leanne Ballinger, & Nancy Hamilton

CELEBRATE RECOVERY
In Memory of  Aaron Clift by Cherie Brown, Conrad & 
Wanda Majors, Judy & Tony Clift

FOUNTAIN CITY MINISTRY CENTER 
In Honor of  Mary Ellen Whittaker by Sarah Ridenour, 
Brenda Thomas
In Memory of  William Rogers by Tom Harrington
In Memory of  Zeno Brown by Sam & Becky Johnston
In Honor of  Rev. & Mrs. Eldridge by Tom Harrington, III

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
In Honor of  Doug & Susan Shipman by Mark Biagi

HOLSTON HOME
In Honor of  Bill Dyke by Bill & Betty Addonizio

THE JOURNEY
In Memory of  Melynda Ripley by Karen Todd

MUSIC MINISTRIES
In Honor of  Mary Ellen Whittaker by Sherman & Elizabeth 
Morton

THE NET
In Memory of  Mary Emma Scott’s sister by EC Carden

UPPER ROOM MINISTRIES
In Memory of  Dr. Allen Chamberlain by Thomas Cloud

Our extended church family continues to grow! We invite you to rejoice in the 
following blessings with us!

Join us in celebrating new members Clarence and Jackie Carter!
Clarence and Jackie joined on Sunday, September 30, during The Journey 
service. Welcome to our FCUMC family!

Join us in celebrating new members Phil and Kendra Lee! Phil and Kendra 
joined on Sunday, September 30, during the 11:00 Traditional service. 
Welcome to our FCUMC family!

Join us in celebrating new member Kay Middleton! Kay joined on Sunday,
October 28, during the 11:00 Traditional service. Welcome to our FCUMC
family!

Join us in celebrating the recent marriage of  Anthony and Savannah 
Chase on Saturday, October 20! Their love story is featured in this month’s
CR Corner! Congratulations on your marriage!

Join us in celebrating the birth of  Barrett Kay to parents Taylor and Kyle
Canup! Proud grandparents are Jeff and Carol Rudolph. Congratulations on 
your new little squish!

Join us in celebrating the birth of  Zola Eleanor to parents Lyndsey and
Chad Ullom! Zola joins big siblings Jessamyn and Lochlan. Proud grand-
parents are Bill and Meredith Douglas. Congratulations!

Join us in celebrating the birth of  Wynter Marlowe to parents Katy 
Pickett and Tyler Wallace! Proud grandparents are Mike and Debbie Pickett. 
Congratulations on your new little squish!

We at FCUMC have a great many things to celebrate with our church family! 
If  you have a celebration to include, please email jessie.buttram@fountain-
cityumc.org. Photos are always welcome!

OUR PRESENCE
CELEBRATING WITH
OUR FCUMC FAMILY

NEWS, NOTES, AND

THE NOTEWORTHY

ADULTS 50+ UPDATE
Our Adults 50+ ministry members are heading to the 
mountains! This month’s field trip is scheduled for 
Friday, November 9. Meet at the church at 9:30am and 
join us  for a trip to Applewood Farmhouse & Restaurant! 
The restaurant and the Apple Barn General Store and 
Gift Shop are favorite destinations for folks coming to 
Sevierville and Pigeon Forge. Applewood Farmhouse 
is known for its amazing apple fritters, julep, and 
delicious southern cooking. Our lunch reservations are 
for 11:30am. Menu prices are $12-$15 plus gratuity. 
Enjoy fall foliage, friends, and shopping at the Apple 
Barn shops! Please RSVP by Tuesday, November 6. If  
you’d like to reserve a spot on the bus (transportation cost 
is $3), please let us know! Seats are limited so don’t delay!

And mark your calendars for our Christmas in Pigeon 
Forge event on Thursday, December 6! This event will 
feature lunch at Five Oaks Farm Kitchen, then tickets 
to the Smoky Mountain Opry for the Christmas show 
featuring NBC’s The Voice winner and Knoxville native 
Chris Blue! Due to the amazing response, bus
transportation is currently full, but we still have 
tickets to the show available if  you can get yourself  
there!  The deadline to snag your ticket is November 6; 
ticket price is $32.00 payable to FCUMC.

Our Adults 50+ ministry has lots of  events on the
calendar, many of  which require RSVPs to save your 
spot! To stay informed of  everything this vivacious 
ministry has going on, please contact Jeanie Tillman at 
jeanie.tillman@fountaincityumc.org or call the 
church office at (865) 689-5175. We don’t want you to miss 
everything we have going on! 

ABOUT THE COVER PHOTO: This photo was taken 
by Gary McMahon on a trip to Biltmore Estates during 
the Chihuly glass exhibit. What beautiful artwork!

If  you’d like to see one (or two or five!) of  your photos 
grace the cover of  future The Spirit newsletters, please 
email jessie.buttram@fountaincityumc.org.

NOVEMBER USHERS
8:30AM SERVICE
Barry Clabough - Head Usher
Louanne Clabough - Head Usher
Liz Brown
David Smith

11:00AM SERVICE
Claude Johnson - Head Usher
John Mays - Head Usher
Anna Mays
Jeff & Carol Rudolph
Carol Johnson
Tom Hueser

THE JOURNEY
Mark & Karmen Sharpe
Stephanie & Richard Belew
Chris & JoAnn James
Jen Smith
Ryan Dykeman
Rod & Jennifer Jack
Sonja & Richard Bock
Angie & Paul Makres
Kim Bloomfield
Rich Brown

DEDICATION SUNDAY
OCC SHOEBOX SEND-OFF

Thank you to all who committed to 
packing shoeboxes for the annual
Operation Christmas Child drive! All 
filled shoeboxes are due on Sunday,
November 11, when we will bless and 
pray over each shoebox before sending 
them around the world!

Please remember to include $9.00 per 
shoebox in order to cover the cost of  
shipping. Consider it a family affair and 
pack your shoebox together, then pray 
for the child who will actually receive 
the box you packed! 

Thank you for your generosity, and 
thank you for making it another great 
Christmas for so many kiddos around 
the world!

THE CARTERS

THE LEES WYNTER MARLOWE



Every couple of  years or so, Fountain City UMC 
has the privilege of  being one of  the sponsors for a 
Habitat for Humanity build. This fall was our lucky 
year!

FCUMC volunteers spent several Saturdays in 
September and October literally and financially 
raising the roof  of  a Habitat home. You could find 
several of  our folks out on the home site each 
Build day - not just helping with the hammering, 
sawing, painting, and sanding, but also with 
feeding and watering the numerous volunteers 
from all over the city! Thank you to our people 
who turned up every week!

FCUMC was also able to contribute financially 
through a Scroggie mission endowment, 
sponsoring a golf  tournament, and generous 
donations from our congregation as we passed the 
plates on Sunday mornings!

Habitat for Humanity is dedicated to breaking the 
cycle of  poverty and helping people achieve the 
dream of  homeownership through hard work.

Each and every future Habitat homeowner 
goes through hours of  “sweat equity,” where they 
are taught how to budget, how to spend and save 
responsibly, and how to maintain a new home. 
After they learn everything they could possibly 
know about being a homeowner, then they begin 
the work of  actually building their home from the 
ground to the trusses! 

This past Build benefitted homeowner Alneshia 
and her two boys. Alneshia is a single mother who 
found out about Habitat for Humanity through a 
friend and quickly decided this was an opportunity 
to make her dream come true. Having a home 
to take care of  and appreciate has meant the 
world to Alneshia. After losing her mother as a 
young teenager, Alneshia had to provide for and 
depend on herself  for everything. She believes
becoming a homeowner will mean building a more 
stable future for her family and providing her sons 
with opportunities she never had herself. 

Alneshia works the night shift at a local auto parts 
production plant. After five years with her current 
company, she has successfully earned the title of  
Team Leader over her shift. Working the night shift 
allows her to be present for her children. She and 
her two sons enjoy family dinners together, which 
she believes is a special time that allows them to 
stay involved in each other’s lives. 

Alneshia says she most looks forward to investing 
her money into their own home through Habitat’s 
zero-interest mortgage rather than paying 
a landlord each month. Her sons Jadarius 
(age 17) and Adrian (age 7) are most looking 
forward to putting a basketball hoop in their 
very own driveway, and are hoping to make quick 
friends with the other neighborhood kids! 

Throughout the Bible, God invites us to rest in 
Him, His stories and interest in this world inviting 
us into a home with Him. Habitat for Humanity is 
one way that deep desire for home is meeting the 
needs of  our very own Knoxville community right 
here on earth, and we are proud to partner with 
this wonderful organization year after year!

Thank you for helping us build this home! See you 
at the next Build!

SAY CHEESE...
If  you’ve wandered down the old nursery hallway 
on a recent Sunday morning, you might have seen 
our makeshift portrait studio in room 118! Thanks 
to the expertise and equipment of  FCUMC member 
and professional photographer and videographer 
Alan Witt, we are able to take your photos for the 2019 
Member Directory, all in-house and at no cost to you!

We will be set up each Sunday morning beginning at 
8:00am and going until just before the 11:00 worship 
services for the next several weeks with the hope of  
capturing everyone’s photo for an updated directory.

You can make an appointment or just swing by room 
118 with your best picture-perfect smile! Plus, we will 
trade you one valid email address and updated contact 
information for free digital copies of  your photo to use 
as you please. For more information or to get signed 
up, please contact Jessie Buttram at jessie.buttram@
fountaincityumc.org or call the church office at (865) 
689-5175. Don’t forget to say cheese!

STEPHEN MINISTRY
Have you ever wanted someone 
who would really listen to you with 
their whole being? Someone who 
could provide support when you’re

having a rough time, and walk with you on your 
journey?

This is what Stephen Ministers are trained to do. Our 
church has trained Stephen Ministers and Leaders who 
do just that. Now we are ready to add to our group of  
trained Stephen Ministers. We will hold an interest 
meeting on Monday, November 5, at 6:30pm in Room 
138 to learn more. 

A training class will start in January in cooperation 
with Church Street UMC that will involve 50 hours 
of  in-depth training for those interested to equip 
them for this special ministry. If  you think you may be 
interested, or want to know more please contact Gail 
Clift at (865) 922-9408 or Susan Schumpert  at (865) 
687-4000.

CR CORNER: A WEDDING
BY JOHN GARGIS, ASSOCIATE PASTOR

I’m writing this article after just arriving home from a 
wonderful experience - a wedding. Yes, I have been blessed 
to perform many weddings, even my own son’s wedding. 
But what makes this weekend’s wedding so wonderful? 
Glad you asked.  

As I processed in with the groom, just like in other weddings, I turned around and was brought to tears 
by what I saw. I saw people, in attendance, from the church - our church! Some well-wishers were from 
our Traditional Service. Some were from our Journey service.  Some were from our Celebrate Recovery 
service. One church!

The many days that led up to this wedding day is what really takes the day over the top. I first met
Anthony, the groom, just after he arrived at KARM. When we met, he was a young man in a wheelchair. 
Savannah, the beautiful bride, arrived at KARM shortly thereafter. 

We were blessed to “do life together” when KARM brought Anthony and Savannah to our Celebrate 
Recovery service. Since then, they have joined our church, attend Wednesday night programs,
completed pre-marital counseling and today, Savannah and Anthony walked down the aisle.

Joanne Owens and Lynne Carringer helped make it a beautiful day. Stephanie Ables drove them to 
their honeymoon in Gatlinburg. The body of  Christ showed up today! To God be the glory!

A HEART AND HOME FOR

H A B I T A T


