Our situation continues to evolve rapidly. For the most current information, please visit
our website at www.fountaincityumc.org or call the church office at (865) 689-5175.
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PASTOR,
CORNERED
A NOTE
FROM TOM

While sitting in my office the other day and pecking away on my
computer keyboard, I glanced up to my bookshelves just long enough
for a thought to interrupt whatever I was typing. Out of all the
books I have, not to mention those that I’ve given away over years of
pastoral ministry, there’s not a single book on being a pastor during a
pandemic.
There are books on preaching, pastoral care, Bible studies, worship,
and stewardship. Confessionally, I’ve not read every single book, but
I’ve read most of them. And yet, not a single one addresses how to
minister during something like this Coronavirus.

But in this digital age, my email inbox stays practically full of messages from folks who are telling me
and other clergy how to do ministry. I’ve spent at least 20 hours in virtual-type continuing education and
how-to meetings. There are many, many questions regarding the how, but honestly, we won’t know if my
how or your how or the experts’ how has worked until we look into the rearview mirror. I’m reminded of
Paul’s powerful statement to the Church of Corinth: “For we walk by faith, not by sight.”
In our Zoom staff meeting recently, we were reminded to return to the why question before we get to
the how. We are all in ministry together because we love God and are called to be disciples of Jesus. We
may not always agree on the how, but we can at least agree on the why: God loves us unconditionally and
wants that love to flow through us.
The why question can’t really be separated from the who question. So, as we’re figuring out next steps of
how, may we return and be reminded of who as well. It’s quite obvious but lest we forget, may we once
again affirm Jesus: “I believe in Jesus Christ, [God’s] only Son, our Lord, who”…(go ahead and complete it
for yourselves. Hint: The Apostle’s Creed).
May Christ’s Peace be with you, Tom

OUR GIFTS
WEEKLY OFFERING
Apr 13-19
$21,782.00
Apr 20-26
$24,790.00
Apr 27-May 3 $72,424.66
May 4-10
$32,115.00
May 11-17
$25,760.00

PRAYERS, PRESENCE, GIFTS,
SERVICE, and Witness

OUR SYMPATHIES
We extend our sympathy to Kyla Lewis & family in the death of her
grandfather, William Lee Smith, on April 20.
We extend our sympathy to Lisa Baldwin & family in the death of her
mother, Sherry Marie McCarter, on May 4.
We extend our sympathy to Christine Moyers & family in the
death of her mother, Marcella J .Williams Finch, on May 8.
We extend our sympathy to Greg Ensor & family in the death of
his mother, Patricia Ensor, on May 12.

FAITH PROMISE

Faith Promise Sunday will
be June 28. Please mail your
check to the church office or
go to our website to give online
to make your commitment.

ABOUT THE COVER PHOTO:

A blossom of a Native Azalea. Photo by Ashley Garren in the Cumberland
Mountain State Park. If you’d like to see one of your photos grace the cover
of a future The Spirit newsletter, please email kathleen.bloom@fountaincityumc.org.

As our corporate worship services, classes, events and
activities have been suspended until further notice,
please continue to join us for Online Worship.
View Worship for Traditional, The Journey
and for Celebrate Recovery at
www.fountaincityumc.org/03/online-worship
On this FCUMC website page, there is a link to our
YouTube Channel where you can view worship and
informational videos. While you are there, please
susbscribe to our YouTube Channel!
Don’t forget to follow all of our Facebook pages to stay
up to date with what is happening throughout the week.
Please share and like our posts! You can find a list of
our Facebook pages on our Worship Online post at
www.fountaincityumc.org.

JUNE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Our church office staff will be working remotely during the
following hours until further notice:
		 Monday-Thursday: 8:30am-5:00pm
		
Friday: closed
The FCUMC staff remains committed to service and you
can still reach us! Your calls to the church office phone
number will be answered during the hours listed above.
To contact staff members directly, please email them. You
can find staff emails on Realm or on our website under
the Who We Are menu on our home page. We encourage
you to mail your check or give online. However, if you must
drop off your check, please contact Ashley Garren at
ashley.garren@fountaincityumc.org and she will make plans
to meet you at the church.
We will continue to re-evaluate our office hours and will
announce any changes to our current hours in the weekly
E-Spirit and on our website at www.fountaincityumc.org.

EMERGENCY ON CALL
June 5-7: Tom Ballard (423) 585-7054
June 12-14: Kristen Burkhart (865) 357-6354
June 19-21: Tom Ballard (423) 585-7054
June 26-28 Kristen Burkhart (865) 357-6354

STEPHEN MINISTRY
Gail Clift (865) 922-9408

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Tim Brown (865) 599-3429
Tom Harrington (865) 687-9460

our mother's day car parade

Kelly Castellaw family,
winner of Mother’s Day dinner!
Doug & Sarah Shipman
hand out flowers

Pastor Tom greets Mother’s
Day Car Parade participants

Trish Boehm & Layla McDill
enjoying the parade

Ollie the Owl
made an appearnce

The McTeer Family is in
the Mother’s Day spirit

Mother’s Day greetings from Pastor
Kristen, Pastor Tom, and Miss Donna
Sarah, Jenny & Grace Cook

Liz Brown receives drawing
entries while Becky Ripley
waves to mothers

Waving to parade participants are
Ed Ripley, and Susan & Lee Iglehart

MaryCatherine Landry’s
sign says it all

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES

Gabby Bratcher graduated from Central High School and
will attend the University of Mississippi
Joe Brown graduated from C entral High School and will
attend the University of Tennessee-Knoxville
Mary Anne Dendrinos graduated from Halls High School
and will attend the University of Tennessee-Chattanooga
C ameron Flatford graduated from C entral High School
and will attend the University of Tennessee-Knoxville
Claire Graves graduated from Gibbs High School and will
attend the University of Tennessee-Knoxville
Ben Hammonds graduated from Berean C hristian School
and will attend Pellissippi State
Fisher Hennon graduated from Halls High School and will
attend the University of Tennessee-Knoxville

COLLEGE GRADUATES

Lauren Bock graduated from the University of TennesseeKnoxville with a B.A. in Pscychology
Jacob Fowler graduated from the University of TennesseeKnoxville with a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering
Bonnie Hensley graduated from the University of TennesseeKnoxville with a B.S. in Business Administration
Elizabeth Smiddy graduated from the University of
Tennessee-Knoxville with a B.S. in Kinesiology
Courtney Spencer graduated from East Tennessee State
University with a M.A. in Brand and Media Strategy
Kendal Whittaker graduated from the University of
Tennessee-Knoxville with a B.A., Cum Laude
Cooper Wilson graduated from Marshall University with
a B.S. in Chemical Sciences
Andrew Koontz graduated from L&N Stem Academy and Emily Wise graduated from the University of Tennesseewill attend the University of Tennessee-Knoxville
Knoxville with a B.S. in Nursing
Gwyneth Murphy graduated from Halls High School and Zach Wood graduated from the University of TennesseeKnoxville with a B.S. in Electrical Engineering
will attend Roane State
C lifford Scharlock graduated from C entral High School
and will attend the University of Tennessee-Knoxville
Tristan Speeks graduated from Gibbs High School and will
attend the University of Tennessee-Knoxville
Grace Truett graduated from Powell High School and will
attend the University of the South-Sewanee
Lilli Vance graduated from Grace Christian Academy
and will attend the University of the Cumberlands
Madison Wolfe graduated from Gibbs High School and will
attend the University of Tennessee-Chattanooga
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What Our “New Normal” Has Taught Me by Chris Castleberry
First, I hope that the ‘new normal’ is temporary and will not be remembered as ‘normal’ at all. That said, it
has definitely had its positive effects:
• It has made me grateful for the extra minutes I ‘ve had with my family, and a renewed sense of love and
appreciation for their personalities that too often get hidden beneath our daily routines and activities.
• It has made me wonder if my family being so busy all the time causes us to miss out on opportunities to
enjoy and love one another.
• It has made me appreciate how incredibly blessed we are to have lived in a society that has been so stable for
so long. I read recently that we are currently living in a time where globally there is more peace and less
poverty than at any point in history. That is not to suggest that there isn’t plenty of room for improvement
all over the world. But it does suggest that we are progressing in the right direction, even if it doesn’t always
feel that way.
• It has made me thankful for our community, to know that there are so many families that can still enjoy an
evening walk together thanks to there not being multiple sports, school, church, and other obligations to
juggle in the evenings.
• It has made me thankful for very smart people in positions where they can tackle things like COVID-19 head
on and help us all see the way through it.
• It has reminded me of how creative mankind can be with countless stories of repurposing of equipment to
perform functions that they weren’t designed for, of factories to produce products that theyaren’t supposed
to, and of drugs that might have benefits far beyond what anyone had expected. Necessity must be proud of
her child Invention.
• More than anything it has made me humble before my God, who has a perspective on all of these things that
is so far beyond the capability of my thoughts. All I can do is praise him for how great He is.

FOUNTAIN KIDS
ROCKY RAILWAY VBS IS TRAVELING
TO YOUR BACKYARD - JUNE 22-25
If you would like to host VBS in your yard for up to
ten of your children’s or grandchildren’s friends and
neighborhood kiddos, please contact Miss Donna or
Miss Jenny. Backyard Bible School will begin each
morning at 9:30am and will end with parent drive
by pickup at 11:00am. There will be no snacks and no
going inside to the bathroom.
Fountain Kids ministry will provide all materials and
supplies while host parents will make the invites. We
would love to have at least 20 host parents. However,
if you cannot host and do not have a church neighbor
that is hosting, please let us know and we will provide
a VBS packet for your family to use at home.
VBS family supply and resource distribution will take
place on June 17 from 11am-1pm. Come by and pick
up everything you will need to have VBS with your
family or in your backyard.
There will be daily posts on the Fountain Kids
Facebook page of a Bible Story, an Imagination
Station “how to” for the daily invention, and daily
wrap up. Climb aboard for mountains of fun!

A PARADE FOR OUR SUPERHERO DADS!

Join us for a Superhero Car Parade to celebrate
Father’s Day on June 20 at 10 am! Fountain Kids
Ministry is sponsoring this parade for our entire
church, and Seth Charles and his family will serve as
our Grand Marshals.
Decorate your cars as simply or as elaborately as you
wish. (We need to know you are part of the parade so
use some superhero decorations!) After the last of
the parade cars have gone by, we will use a random
drawing app to select three lucky winners from the
parade who will receive a delivered BBQ family
dinner on Saturday, June 20 at 5:30 pm. The winners
will be notified by phone by Pastor Tom or Pastor
Kristen! Please go to www.fountaincityumc.org
and click on the Father’s Day Car Parade graphic for
details. See you there!

OUR PRESENCE

CELEBRATING WITH OUR FCUMC FAMILY
Our extended church family continues to grow! We
invite you to rejoice in the following blessings with us!
Please join us in celebrating new church members, Brett
and Paula Calhoun. They joined our church on April 23.
Welcome!
Please join us in celebrating the birth of Evelyn Rose
Nester, daughter of Virginia and Mike Nester, on April
23. She joins big brothers William and Charlie at home.

“WHAT I AM LEARNING DURING
THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC”
We would like to hear from you! How are you
coping with this new normal we have found
ourselves in? What have you learned about your
faith and your family? Please forward either in
written form or by video what you are doing with
your family during these difficult times of social
distancing, and how you are staying faithful
while at home. Please send to us via email at
spirit@fountaincityumc.org and know that
we may share them in a future The Spirit newsletter or E-Spirit. Thank you and remember, we
are in this together.

ALL IN FOR CHRIST – PANDEMIC EDITION
Although we are not able to meet in person for Sunday services, meetings, and other fellowship activities,
our focus remains on being All In For Christ as we continue to be stewards of what God has entrusted to us.
Our world looks a bit different at the moment, but these pillars remain:
PRAYERS – The most beautiful part of prayer is that it is completely independent of our physical presence in
church. We can pray at any time and in any place. Prayer is even more important at a time of crisis because it
gives us instant access to God to pour out our feelings, fears, and anxieties, and allows us to lift up others who
need intercession. We can also praise God for his many provisions and protections. Our intercessory prayer team
is always available to assist us and add additional voices.
PRESENCE – While we can’t physically be present in church, our staff and fellow members have stepped up
in amazing ways to utilize technology. We have the Traditional, Journey, and Celebrate Recovery services
available online from the website, Facebook, or YouTube. Many Sunday school classes are meeting weekly
via Zoom. Fountain Kids and the Youth Group have utilized social media to continue to interact and provide
activities. Committees have had virtual meetings. We are growing and evolving, and will explore continuing
some of these modalities even after we leave quarantine.
GIFTS – Thank you to everyone for your financial gifts! We want to encourage everyone to sign up for recurring
electronic giving via Realm or text giving. These are easy to set up and the church office is happy to assist you
with this. We would also like to challenge those who are able to tithe their stimulus checks to do so. In addition,
please consider planned giving and naming FCUMC in your will for the benefit of future generations.
SERVICE – During this season of pandemic, we have been slowed down and our lives have been put on pause.
We’ve had the opportunity to reconsider the things that are really important. We’ve been reminded that we
are human beings, created in God’s image. Our service has been reoriented, and we have stripped down to the
essentials. Neighbors are checking on neighbors, the vulnerable are being embraced, and we are feeding the
hungry.
WITNESS – Digital worship has allowed us to make an impact in a virtual world that goes far beyond our
building. There is a whole new congregation out there being reached. The next step will be to consider how we
can continue to connect and engage with this group. Feedback and suggestions are very much encouraged and
desired!
We hope everyone is staying safe and healthy, and we look forward to the time when we can be together again.
David and Kelly Hardin, Chairs – All In For Christ

IN MEMORY & IN HONOR
GENERAL FUND

In Memory of Hettie McKinney by Charlotte Musgraves
In Memory of Bob Temple by Conrad & Wanda Majors,
Rudy & Carol McBee, and Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Ayres, Sr.
In Memory of Jack Sterling by Rudy & Carol McBee
In Memory of Martha Kerley by Pete & Elizabeth Brown

FAITH PROMISE

In Memory of Hettie McKinney by Tom Harrington

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

In Memory of Bob Temple by Bill & Martha Routh
In Honor of Sharon Mays by Mac English

FOUNTAIN CITY MINISTRY CENTER

SCHOLARSHIP FUND

CHOIR FUND

UMCOR

In Memory of Bob Temple by Mahan & Laura Archer
In Honor of Joan Donahue by Fred & LouAnn Sliger
In Honor of Craig Holtzclaw by Mac English

In Honor of Buzzy Freeman by Mac English
In Memory of Bob Temple by Mark Biagi
In Honor of Tom Cloud by Mac English

FOUNTAIN CITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
212 Hotel Road, Knoxville, TN 37918
PHONE: (865) 689-5175

EMAIL: spirit@fountaincityumc.org
WEBSITE: www.fountaincityumc.org

FCUMC STAFF:
Tom Ballard, Senior Pastor
tom.ballard@fountaincityumc.org

Alycia Truett, Director of Preschool
alycia.truett@fountaincityumc.org

Kristen Burkhart, Associate Pastor of Discipleship
kristen.burkhart@fountaincityumc.org

Kathleen Bloom, Director of Communications
kathleen.bloom@fountaincityumc.org

John Patterson, Director of Church Operations
john.patterson@fountaincityumc.org

Seth Charles, Celebrate Recovery Ministry Leader
seth.charles@fountaincityumc.org

Jeanie Tillman, Director of Adults 50+ Ministries
jeanie.tillman@fountaincityumc.org

Jenny Cook, Early Childhood Coordinator
jenny.cook@fountaincityumc.org

Donna Lewis, Director of Children’s Ministries
donna.lewis@fountaincityumc.org

Melissa Greene, Administrative Assistant
melissa.greene@fountaincityumc.org

Daniel Doubleday, Director of Youth Ministries
daniel.doubleday@fountaincityumc.org

Ashley Garren, Finance Assistant
ashley.garren@fountaincityumc.org

Leslie Hill, Director of Music Ministries
leslie.hill@fountaincityumc.org

Maxine Engle, Receptionist
maxine.engle@fountaincityumc.org

Doug Shipman, Director of Food Services
doug.shipman@fountaincityumc.org

Ralph Paden, Facilities Manager
ralph.paden@fountaincityumc.org

Mark Seals, Director of The Journey Worship
mseals777@yahoo.com

John Fine, Facilities Staff
Todd Graves, Facilities Staff

