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SUNDAY
NOV 10 

SUNDAY
NOV 17

SUNDAY
NOV 24

SUNDAY
DEC 1

SUNDAY
DEC 8

SUNDAY
DEC 15

Sunday School 337 325 337 284 355 316

8:30 am Traditional Worship 124 147 148 157 210 133

11 am Traditional Worship 225 214 192 240 277 231

11 am The Journey 108 145 129 147 141 127

Celebrate Recovery 146 133 137 130 150 95

Total Worship Services 603 639 606 674 778 586

Children’s Christmas Program on Dec 8 - 120 
Come! Celebrate Christmas on Dec 15 - 420; Come! Celebrate Christmas on Dec 16 - 291

OUR GIFTS

WEEKLY OFFERING

Nov  11-17                    $  23,647.28 
Nov 18- 24      $   17,503.23 
Nov 25- Dec 1          $  22,413.50
Dec 2-8       $   44,568.80
Dec 9-15                 $  25,842.99

FAITH PROMISE
Faith Promise Sunday will be 
January 26. Please use blue 
Mission envelopes provided 
in worship to make your 
commitment.

OUR SYMPATHIES

We extend our sympathy to Wanda and  Della Ledford & family in the death of  
Houston Everett on November 24.

We extend our sympathy to Craig Grantham & family in the death of  Mary 
Grantham on December 2.

We extend our sympathy to Joanne Owens and Richard Sawyer & families in the death 
of  Bill Shearer on December 6.

We extend our sympathy to Faith Doubleday & family in the death of  Brian Bradford on 
December 11.

We extend our sympathy to Hal Harrington & family in the death of  Betty Harrington on 
December 14.

PRAYERS, PRESENCE, GIFTS,  

SERVICE, and Witness

Like any other year, I will make a few mistakes before I settle in and 
write or type 2020 instead of  2019 on documents that need a date. 
When we become so programmed, doing something long enough, 
it is really hard to break old habits. At least this year we only have 
to remember two digits. And the numbers are in the same order. It 
doesn’t get much simpler than that! But alas, I will undoubtedly still 
have to correct myself  since I am such a creature of  habit.

But when I think of  2020, not only do I think of  a new year, but  I 
think of  vision as in having perfect 20/20. And if  anyone knows 
about corrective measures for 20/20 eyesight, I certainly do. I have 
been near-sighted, a condition known as myopia, since at least 

the second grade, probably even before. I could not quite make out what my teacher was writing on the 
classroom chalkboard without leaving my desk & moving toward the front of  the room before returning 
to my seat and transferring her writing onto my piece of  paper. Thank goodness teachers notice such 
things. 

My vision has been corrected. My optometrist even has a phone number in which 2-0-2-0 are the last 
four digits, and I expect him to be diligent in correcting my vision to as close to 20/20 as possible. As I 
submit myself  to the optometrist, I also submit myself  to being corrected and guided by God. When I 
can’t see well, I trust that God will direct me. When I step out of  line, I am open to God’s nudging and 
prodding. Even though no one knows what 2020 holds for us, we know who holds us. And maybe that’s 
the most important thing of  all.

May Christ’s peace be with you in 2020.
Tom

PASTOR,

CORNERED

A NOTE

FROM  TOM



OUR PRESENCE 
CELEBRATING WITH OUR FCUMC FAMILY

Our extended church family continues to grow! We certainly 
have a lot to celebrate as a congregation. You are invited to 
rejoice in the following blessing with us!

Join us in celebrating our new church member, Allison England. 
She joined our church body on November 17. Welcome!

Join us in celebrating our new church members, Bill and 
Kim Gentry. They joined our church body on November 17. 
Welcome!

Join us in celebrating our new church member, 
Eliza Love. She joined our church body on November 17. 
Welcome!

Join us in celebrating our new church members, 
Jackie & Wes Gilmer. They joined our church body on 
November 24. Welcome!

Join us in celebrating our new church member, Adam 
Simmons. He joined our church body on November 24. 
Welcome!

Join us in celebrating our new church member, 
Samantha Amendola. She joined our church body on 
December 8. Welcome!

Join us in celebrating the baptism of  Grace Gilmer on 
November 24.

Join us in celebrating the baptism of  Adam Simmons on 
November 24.

If  you have a celebration to include, please email 
kathleen.bloom@fountaincityumc.org. Photos are 
always welcome!

AN UPDATE ON REALM

Realm is becoming an integral part of  
how our church manages day to day 
activates and communications. We are 
happy to announce that we have 200 
church members who have created 
accounts on Realm. What a great 
start! For those of  you who have yet to 
download the Realm app and create 
an account, please consider joining 
Realm soon. It really is the best way to 
communicate with individuals or 
groups, and to stay up to date with what 
is going on at FCUMC!

E-GIVING

We are also currently transitioning 
from our previous electronic giving 
software to giving through Realm. If  
you are currently giving electronically 
(reoccurring or one-time gifts), we 
need to inform and assist you with the 
new process. Please contact our church 
financial assistant, Ashley Garren at 
ashley.garren@fountaincityumc.org 
or (865-689-5175). You can also stop 
by the church office. Thank you for 
your continued financial support of  
Fountain City UMC. 

JANUARY USHERS

  8:30 a.m. TRADITIONAL
  Scott Womack- Head Usher
  Twila Womack - Head Usher
  Bruce Luttrell
  Jeane Luttrell
  
  11:00 a.m. TRADITIONAL
  John Bolton- Head Usher
  Gary McMahon - Head Usher
  Rob Koho
  Elizabeth Morton
  Sherman Morton
  Charlie Durham
  Kenton Page

  THE JOURNEY
  TBA



As we enter into the new year, opportunities are 
available at FCUMC to learn and live out our 
discipleship through our prayers, our presence, our 
gifts, our service, & our witness. Our Wednesday 
night programming begins on January 8 and runs 
from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Please review the options 
available and join us for one of  our spring semester 
classes.

1. PRAYERS (Room 138) Tim Brown teaching 
The Battle Plan for Prayer, an 8-session study, 
helping to refresh or jump start your prayer life and 
how that impacts your relationship as a disciple of  
Jesus. 

2. PRESENCE (Room 137) Mary Fredna Danford & 
Kathy Castenir teaching “Help, I’m a Caregiver”, 
an 7-session course to help family caregivers learn 
about taking care of  themselves while caring for 
others. 

3. GIFTS (Wesley Hall) Rev. Patricia Johnson Smith, 
retired UM Clergy from the Kentucky Conference, 
will be guest teaching a 7-week series on Taste and 
See as we seek to discover God among butchers, 
bakers, and fresh food makers. Join us for this 
biblical look at food as you start your healthy new 
year. 

4. SERVICE (Room 135) Alexis Dietz, our ASL 
interpreter for The Journey Worship Service will 
be teaching an introductory 6-week course in 
American Sign Language. 

5. WITNESS (Room 134) Sandy Failing teaching 
“Telling the Stories”, a 6-week series about the 
parables of  Jesus and how we can continue to tell 
the story in our lives. 

In addition to these classes, we will have the 
following parallel programming available: 

FOUNTAIN KIDS 6:30pm-7:30pm
Childcare - Infants and Toddlers (Room 124), 
Sprouts - Pre-K (Room 124), Cross-Trainers - K-2nd 
grade (Room 212), Kids Club - 3rd-5th grade (Room 
213). 

FCUMC YOUTH 6:30pm-7:30pm (Old Fellowship 
Hall) Middle and High School worship, games, and 
small group time. 

MUSIC REHEARSALS 5:00pm-5:30pm -Genesis 
Bells -3rd-5th grade, 6:30pm-7:30pm Tollers, and 
7:30pm-9:00pm Chancel Choir. 

GRIEFSHARE 6:30pm-8:30pm (Room 206) It 
hurts to lose someone. Find help at GriefShare, a 
friendly, caring group of  people who will walk 
alongside you through one of  life’s most difficult 
experiences. You don’t have to go through the 
grieving process alone. The cost is $20.  
Scholarships are available. 

CELEBRATE RECOVERY NORTH 6:30pm-8:30pm 
(Room 201) Journey through the Christ-centered 12 
Steps. Become free from life’s hurts, hang-ups, and 
habits. The cost is $20. If  you don’t have it now, give 
it when you can. Contact CR Ministry Leader Seth 
Charles at seth.charles@fountaincity umc.org. 

HiSET at FCUMC helps adults in our community
who do not have a high school diploma achieve 
one by preparing them to take the HiSET Exam. 
Registration & testing for the spring semester will 
occur January 8. Sign up with Friends of  Literacy
at (865) 549-7007 or with Debby Dykeman at 
debbydykeman@yahoo.com. 

As you can see, there are many opportunities 
this spring semester to grow in your relationship 
with God and come together with your church 
family for fellowship. And of  course, we will start 
our Wednesday nights with a delicious meal! 
Dinner is served from 5:30pm-6:15pm in the 
Gym each week beginning January 8. Make 
your reservations online, in Realm, on worship 
attendance cards, or call the church office at (865) 
689-5175 by noon each Tuesday. We look forward 
to seeing you on Wednesday nights for this spring 
semester.

      new year,

    new you



 KRISTEN’S CORNER
By Rev. Dr. Kristen Burkhart, Associate Pastor of Discipleship

 A New Year, A New You / A New Year, A New Chance 
When we joined FCUMC, we agreed to faithfully participate in its ministries by our prayers, 
presence, gifts, service, and witness. For some of  us, it has been a long time and our memory 
is a little fuzzy. For others, we may remember when it was just our prayers, presence, gifts, and 
service. I personally thought it was sad when we had to add witness. I thought that’s what all 
those other parts added up to - our witness to Jesus and his love. The sum of  all the parts helps 
make us disciples of  Jesus Christ for the transformation of  the world. 

As we start a new year and consider all we did or what was left undone last year, have you considered this question in 
relationship to your church? What would it look like to make a New Year’s resolution that involved improving your faithful 
participation in a certain area of  the church?  Which area of  the membership vows or educational opportunities could you 
focus on? Sometimes, I picture these as juggling balls. We can juggle two or three but when we add another ball, it can get 
messy very quickly as we accidently drop one ball or the next. To avoid messiness this year, what is one thing you are doing 
well and can easily continue doing? Then, do that. What is one thing you can work on and with some work can be done well? 
Then, do that too. And what is one area that you are not good at? Do that also as part of  your resolution. We have numerous 
opportunities to work on these areas through learning in Sunday School and small groups, but this year especially on 
Wednesday Nights as we offer classes that relate to each area of  the membership vows. It is easy to get out of  the habit of  
coming to church on Wednesdays. But, please join us! The food is good and we have options if  you have dietary restrictions. 
We also have great opportunities to work together to have A New Year and A New Chance to faithfully participate in FCUMC. 

1 Tim 4:6 By teaching these [things] to the brothers, you will be a good servant of  Christ Jesus, trained in the words of  the 
faith and of  the good teaching that you have followed faithfully.    
           God Bless, Kristen

Annual Father/ Daughter Dance
Saturday, February 8

It’s that time of  year again! Our 17th annual 
Father/Daughter Dance will be held on 
Saturday, February 8 from 5:30-8:00pm in 
the Gym. DJ Tara and Gigglebox will once 
again join us for this special father-daughter 
experience. Tickets are $10 per father/ father 
figure & $5 per daughter. Registration is now 
open on Realm and online. This is one of  the 
biggest fundraisers for our Fountain Kids 
ministry! Everyone is invited so share with your 
friends, your family, your neighbors, & your 
coworkers! All ages are encouraged to celebrate 
the special relationship between fathers and 
daughters! For more information, please contact 
Donna Lewis at donna.lewis@fountaincityumc.
org. Don’t miss this sweet event!

Wednesday Night Programming 
Resumes January 8

FOUNTAIN KIDS will resume their Wednesday 
night programming on January 8. They will meet 

from 6:30pm to 7:30pm. 

Childcare - Infants and Toddlers (Room 124)
Sprouts - Pre-K (Room 124) 

Cross-Trainers - K-2nd grade (Room 212)
Kids Club - 3rd-5th grade (Room 213) 

We look forward to seeing everyone 
on January 8! 

FOUNTAIN KIDS



Jubilation 2020
A Time of  Rejoicing!

April 20-22, 2020  
The Ramsey Hotel & 
Convention Center

Pigeon Forge, TN

Jubilation is a retreat for adults of  all ages, 
older adult leaders, and clergy. Registration 
begins January 6 and ends on March 20, 2020. 

Jubilation began in 2001 with the vision to 
provide a ministry for older adults that nurtures 
spiritual growth, provides educational 
opportunities and ways to cope with life issues, 
promotes involvement in missions & enhances 
Christian fellowship. A registration link and 
more details coming soon in our E-spirit!

ADULTS 50+ UPDATE

Adult Coloring Fun  
A great way to start the new year!

Coloring is relaxing and fun! It is also a great way 
to make new friends! Join us for amazing fun and 
fellowship on Thursday, January 16 from 1:00 p.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. in Room 137. If  you have never been 
to our Adult Coloring group, come give it a try! It’s 
easy and it’s free, just show up! We will have plenty 
of  supplies on hand. Of  course, you are welcome to
bring your own supplies. No reservations needed!   

Our trip to the Smoky Mountain Opry

What an amazing trip with blessings all along the 
way! We enjoyed friends (old and new), incredible 
food and fellowship, a surprise bonus trip to the 
Apple Barn, the Spirit of  Christmas on every 
corner, and the magic of  the Christmas Smoky 
Mountain Opry Show to remind us of  the the birth 
of  the Christ child. 

ABOUT THE COVER PHOTO:
Waves crashing at the Portland Lighthouse in Cape 
Elizabeth, Maine. Photo by Rev. Tom Ballard. If  you’d like 
to see one of  your photos grace the cover of  future The 
Spirit newsletters, please email kathleen.bloom@
fountaincityumc.org.

RESURRECTION 2020
It’s time to register for Resurrection! 
This awesome annual event of worship 
and spiritual growth for youth and youth 
mentors will take place on January 24-
26 at the LeConte Center in Pigeon Forge. 
Each year over 12,000 come together to 
celebrate the God of The Resurrection. 
Through inspirational words and music, 
young people encounter the Lord in new and 
deeper ways. 

Resurrection is for any student in grades 
6-12 (and parent volunteers). Reggie 
Dabbs will be the featured speaker, and 
Elias Dummer will be the worship leader. 
Register by January 23 through Realm 
or visit our website at fountaincityumc.
org. This event will require a notarized 
Fountain City UMC waiver for 2020. 

Resurrection is hosted by the youth 
ministry of the Holston Conference.  Check 
out resurrectionyouth.com for more details!



UPCOMING JANUARY DATES

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5: 
6:00 pm : Youth Parent Meeting (Old Fellowship Hall)

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8
5:30 pm :  Fellowship Meal resumes (Gym)
6:30 pm : Evening classes resume (Churchwide)
6:30 pm : GriefShare Spring 2020 begins ( Room 206)
6:30 pm : Fountain Kids resumes (Second Floor)

FRIDAY, JANUARY 10
7:00 pm : Confirmation Kick-off Event & Pizza/ Laser Tag 
(Wesley Hall & Main Event)  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 12
5:00 pm : UMW Wesley Circle (Room 137)
9:45 am :  Confirmation Class 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 14: 
10:00 am : UMW Ruth Circle (Room 135)
1:00pm : UMW Sarah Circle (Room 135)

THURSDAY, JANUARY 16
1:00 pm :  Adult 50+ Coloring (Room 137)

SUNDAY, JANUARY 19
9:45 am :  Confirmation Class 

FRIDAY - SUNDAY,  JANUARY 24-26
Resurrection 2020 (Off-Site)

SATURDAY, JANUARY 25
5:45 pm :  Open Door Community Meal (Wesley Hall)

SUNDAY, JANUARY 26
9:45 am :  Confirmation Class

For more details
Check out our website 

WWW.FOUNTAINCITYUMC.ORG

Confirmation is part of  a lifelong process of  
discipleship in which students promise to 
live as persons of  faith. It is about intentional 
commitment. Confirmation is also a time for 
our congregation to celebrate our young people’s 
commitment to live as faithful disciples of  Jesus 
Christ, and to renew their commitment to do the 
same. 

Confirmation classes allow our students to explore 
their faith, and journey together toward 
affirming their beliefs in front of  their church 
family. We want them to truly understand the 
decision they are being asked to make and feel they 
are an active part of  the class. We want parents
 involved as well! We will have special classes for 
parents that will review most of  the confirmation 
information the week prior to the students 
receiving it. This will prepare you for questions 
from your students and give you the opportunity to 
engage with them. 

On January 10, we will have our Confirmation 
Kick -off: The Church Lesson from 7:00 p.m. - 
11:00 p.m. In this first meeting, we will go over the 
importance of  the Church in the walk of  believers. 
We will also have pizza and then head over to Main 
Event for some laser tag.

More details are coming soon regarding this event 
and the remainder of  the class schedule which will 
conclude with Confirmation Sunday on April 
26. This will be a special service at 11am in the 
Sanctuary, with lunch for Confirmands and their 
families in the Gym following the service.

EMERGENCY ON CALL  

Jan. 3-5: Tom Ballard
(423) 585-7054

Jan. 10-12: Kristen 
Burkhart (865) 357-6354

Jan. 17-19: Tom Ballard 
(423) 585-7054

Dec.  24- 26: Kristen 
Burkhart (865) 357-6354

Jan. 31- Feb 2: Tom Ballard
(423) 585-7054

STEPHEN MINISTRY

Gail Clift
(865) 922-9408

INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Tim Brown

(865) 599-3429

Mary Bolton
(865) 250-3923

Tom Harrington
(865) 687-9460



IN MEMORY & IN HONOR

  GENERAL FUND
  In Memory of  John Longmire by Lee & Susan Iglehart
  In Honor of  Tommy & Charlotte Schumpert by Bill Truan
  In Memory of  Martha Kerley by Pete & Elizabeth Brown, and 
   Janie Cassell
  In Honor of  Gene & Jean Payne by Mark Biagi
  In Honor of  Marcella Finch by Mark Biagi
  In Honor of  Charles & Kathy Harrington by Mark Biagi
  In Honor of  R.B. & Susan Schumpert by Mark Biagi
  In Honor of  Fred & Billie Graves by Mark Biagi
  In Honor of  Tom & Charlotte Schumpert by Mark Biagi
  In Honor of  David & Kelly Hardin by Mark Biagi
  In Honor of  Jack Sterling by Mark Biagi
  In Honor of  LeRoy Hatcher by Mark Biagi
  In Honor of  Jim & Betty Dougherty by Mark Biagi
  In Memory of  Nancy Cloud by Janie Cassell
  In Memory of  Charlotte West by Janie Cassell
  In Memory of  Betty Harrington by Christ UMC Cornerstone 
   SS Class
    

  CHOIR FUND
  In Memory of  Martha Kerley by Jack & Mary Ridenour

 
  SCHOLARSHIP FUND
  In Honor of  Jack Sterling by Christian Fellowship SS Class
  Melton Scholarship Fund by Monday Night Poker Club

  
  

  FOUNTAIN CITY MINISTRY CENTER
  In Memory of  John Longmire by Tom Harrington
  In Honor of  Paul & Irene Tarver by Tom Harrington
  In Memory of  Brian Bradford by Tom Harrington

   
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
  In Honor of  our Veterans by Bill & Martha Routh
  In Honor of  Daniel Doubleday by Bill & Martha Routh
  In Honor of  Tom Cloud by Charlotte Musgraves 
  In Honor of  Ralph Paden by Bill & Martha Routh
  In Honor of  Charley Rose Bible by Bill & Martha Routh

  CELEBRATE RECOVERY
  In Memory of  Ron Irwin by Pete & Elizabeth Brown
  In Memory of  Neal Cook by Pete & Elizabeth Brown
  In Memory of  Aaron Clift by Tony & Judy Clift

SIGN UP FOR THE ALTAR FLOWER CALENDAR
Altar flowers are a beautiful way to honor & memorialize a special 
person or event in your life. Flowers are arranged by Petree’s 
Florist and cost $65. Contact Melissa in the church office at 
(865) 689-5175 for available dates.

FOUNTAIN CITY UMC STAFF

  Tom Ballard, Senior Pastor
  tom.ballard@fountaincityumc.org

  Kristen Burkhart, Associate Pastor of  Discipleship
  kristen.burkhart@fountaincityumc.org

  John Patterson, Dir. of  Church Operations
  john.patterson@fountaincityumc.org

  Jeanie Tillman, Dir. of  Adults 50+ Ministries
  jeanie.tillman@fountaincityumc.org

  Donna Lewis, Dir. of  Children’s Ministries
  donna.lewis@fountaincityumc.org

  Daniel Doubleday, Dir. of  Youth Ministries
  daniel.doubleday@fountaincityumc.org

  Leslie Hill, Dir. of  Music Ministries
  leslie.hill@fountaincityumc.org

  Doug Shipman, Dir. of  Food Services
  doug.shipman@fountaincityumc.org

  Mark Seals, Dir. of  The Journey Worship
  mseals777@yahoo.com

Alycia Truett, Dir. of  Preschool
alycia.truett@fountaincityumc.org

Kathleen Bloom, Dir. of  Communications
kathleen.bloom@fountaincityumc.org

Seth Charles, Celebrate Recovery Ministry Leader
seth.charles@fountaincityumc.org

Jenny Cook, Early Childhood Coordinator
jenny.cook@fountaincityumc.org

Melissa Greene, Administrative Assistant
melissa.greene@fountaincityumc.org

Ashley Garren, Finance Assistant
ashley.garren@fountaincityumc.org

Maxine Engle, Receptionist
maxine.engle@fountaincityumc.org

Ralph Paden, Facilities Manager
ralph.paden@fountaincityumc.org

John Fine, Facilities Staff
Todd Graves, Facilities Staff


