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A LOOK AHEAD
MORE DETAILS AVAILABLE AT

WWW.FOUNTAINCITYUMC.ORG

UPCOMING JANUARY DATES
TUESDAY, JANUARY 1
7:00pm : Celebrate Recovery will meet! (Churchwide)

MONDAY, JANUARY 7
4:30pm : Dance For Joy! Pajama Week (Old Fellowship 
Hall)

TUESDAY, JANUARY 8
4:30pm : Dance For Joy! Pajama Week (Old Fellowship 
Hall)

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9
10:00am : GriefShare resumes (Room 137)
5:30pm : Churchwide Fellowship Meal (Gym)
6:30pm : Evening activities resume (Churchwide)

THURSDAY, JANUARY 10
4:00pm : Off-Broadway Kids resume (Choir Room)
4:30pm : Dance for Joy! Pajama Week (Old Fellowship 
Hall)

SUNDAY, JANUARY 13
8:00am : Puerto Rico Mission Trip Bake Sale Fundraiser 
(Churchwide)
4:00pm : Youth Bells resume (Room 108)
5:00pm : UMW Wesley Circle Meets (Room 137)
5:00pm : Youth Choir resumes (Choir Room)

THURSDAY, JANUARY 17
1:00pm : Adults 50+ Coloring (Room 137)

TUESDAY-WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22-23
10:00am : Social Media 4 Seniors: iPhone Basics (TBD)
12:30pm : Social Media 4 Seniors : Android Basics (TBD)

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, JANUARY 25-27
Resurrection 2019 (Off-Site)

SATURDAY, JANUARY 26
5:45pm : Open Door Community Meal (Wesley Hall)

EMERGENCY
ON CALL

Jan. 4-6 : Tom Ballard
(423) 585-7054

Jan. 11-13 : John Gargis
(865) 310-4783 

Jan. 18-20 : Tom Ballard
(423) 585-7054

Jan. 25-27 : John Gargis
(865) 310-4783

STEPHEN
MINISTRY

Gail Clift

(865) 922-9408

INTERCESSORY 
PRAYER

Mary Bolton
(865) 687-6277

Tom Harrington
(865) 687-9460

SUNDAY
NOV. 11

SUNDAY
NOV. 18

SUNDAY
NOV. 25

SUNDAY
DEC. 2

Sunday School 333 353 300 361

8:30 am Traditional Worship 159 149 138 210

11 am Traditional Worship 150 225 204 240

11 am The Journey 133 146 181 132

Celebrate Recovery 176 169 141 189

TOTAL WORSHIP SERVICES 618 689 664 771

Children’s Christmas Program 200

OUR GIFTS

WEEKLY OFFERING

Nov. 12-18 $   21,563.13
Nov. 19-25 $   20,370.06
Nov. 26-Dec. 2 $   36,025.38
Dec. 3-9  $   40,393.09
Dec. 10-16 $   55,517.08

YTD Received: $1,364,176.61
YTD Budget: $1,439,423.50

FAITH PROMISE

Faith Promise Sunday will 
be January 27. Please use the 
blue envelopes in the pew 
racks to make your commit-
ment.

OUR SYMPATHIES

We extend our sympathy to Cynthia Rutherford White and family in the death of  her husband, 
Chris Harris White, on April 5.

We extend our sympathy to Roberta Luttrell and family in the death of  her sister, Madge Evans 
Neblett, on November 11.

We extend our sympathy to John Fine and family in the death of  his mother-in-law, Virginia 
Sands, on November 26.

We extend our sympathy to Geoffrey Reynolds and family in the death of  his father, Gary 
Herbert Reynolds, on November 26.

We extend our sympathy to Charlie Johnson and family in the death of  his sister, Hester 
Johnson Warren, on December 3.

We extend our sympathy to Joni and Stacey Oliver in the death of  their father, James W. Stamper, 
on December 4.

PRAYERS, PRESENCE,

GIFTS, AND SERVICE

SPRING DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES
Our Wednesday evening activities start back up on January 
9, and we have a whole host of  class offerings for you to 
choose from!

Our kitchen staff will be hard at work once again to prepare 
a delicious church-wide meal beginning at 5:30pm. Meal 
RSVPs can be made by signing up on Sundays via the 
attendance pads, on our website, or by calling the church 
office at (865) 689-5175 by noon the Tuesday before.
Fountain Kids and youth group activities also resume on 
the 9th beginning at 6:30pm following our fellowship 
meal. 

For our adult discipleship classes, we will be offering the 
following courses:

Bible Study with Tom Ballard: This class will focus on 
the upcoming sermon’s lectionary reading.
Twelve Step Christianity with Jen Smith and John 
Gargis: Find a clearer path to a more intimate relationship 
with Christ.
Friends of God with Andrea McCarter: Lean into an 
intimate relationship with Jesus.
The Daniel Plan (Facilitator needed): Study ssentials 
to a physically healthy lifestyle: faith, food, fitness, focus, 
and friends.
Financial Peace University with Amy Bible: Study 
Dave Ramsey’s faith-based money management course 
(materials required). 
How We Love (Facilitator needed): Learn to understand 
patterns and attachments in order to improve your 
marriage.
Single & Parenting with Brooke Merrit [Tuesday 
nights beginning Jan. 8]: A 13-week support group with 
tips and parenting wisdom.
A Woman’s Heart: God’s Dwelling Place with Melissa 
Coram: A Beth Moore study exploring the variety of  
meaning of  the Old Testament tabernacle.

For more information about our activities, please give us a 
call or check out our website!

Fresh starts. Second chances. Regrets getting turned inside out. Hope 
restored. As bad as things are, it could be a lot worse. As good as things 
are, all it takes is stepping on the proverbial banana peel. We can frame 
transitioning into 2019 in so many ways. Flip the page. It will be up; it will be 
down. Another year.

I really believe that the older I have gotten the wiser I have become, but I 
won’t ask my family to vote on it. I’m not sure you can have one without the 
other. Maturity and wisdom are twins birthed again and again by the womb 
of  life experience. As one grows, so grows the other. At least that’s the way 
it’s supposed to work. One of  the pearls of  wisdom that admittedly I keep 
losing is how little control I actually have. I’m so used to pushing the button 
on the remote control of  a TV or the touch screen of  a laptop or the Popcorn 

button on the microwave that I may think I have more control than I actually do.

But, alas, I realize that part of  maturing and wising up is learning how to give up control. My fallen nature of  self-centeredness cries 
for attention, sometimes with an anger of  fists pounding on a table. A life of  surrender doesn’t come without becoming vulnerable 
and appearing weak. But in the end, I really think such a disposition adds even greater meaning to our lives in learning to depend 
upon God more and more.

I’ve said all of  that as a way of  addressing what it means to be United Methodist these days. As many are aware, there is a called 
General Conference to be held in St. Louis, MO, February 23-26, 2019, to address human sexuality legislatively. Much has been said 
and written, especially in the last three years. Needless to say, it has provoked a lot of  individual and collective emotion.

On January 20, 2:30-4:00 p.m., Rev. Wil Cantrell, one of  Holston Conference’s General Conference delegates, will be with us in the 
gym to present how the General Conference process works. This meeting will be informational, to share questions, to join in the 
discernment of  a way forward for the UMC. As a church, Fountain City UMC will not be taking a position on this matter. In other 
words, we realize that we are part of  something bigger than ourselves. God is still God, and we can surrender ourselves to what God 
is doing. No one knows for certain what will happen in St. Louis this February, but I imagine that our sovereign God, the Father of  our 
Lord Jesus Christ, will pervade that sacred assembly and might just show up in surprising ways. May the peace of  Christ be with you.

PASTOR,

CORNERED

A NOTE

FROM TOM



IN MEMORY & IN HONOR

GENERAL FUND
In Memory of  Matthew Moyers by Christine Moyers
In Honor of  Brian and Jenny Cook by Arlene Garrison
In Honor of  Martha Kerley by Pete and Elizabeth Brown
In Honor of  Lili Holbert by Mark Biagi
In Honor of  Eleanor Thurman by Mark Biagi
In Honor of  Delores Smith by Mark Biagi
In Honor of  Jane King by Mark Biagi 
In Honor of  Lorieta Tadlock by Mark Biagi
In Memory of  Fran Schantz by David and Lucy Smith and 
Margaret Schantz
In Honor of  Martha Kerley for Christmas by Edgar and Jan 
Kerley
In Memory of  Bob Clark by Charlotte Watson
In Honor of  Barbara Clark by Charlotte Watson
In Memory of  Anna Mays by William and Betty Addonizio, 
Tom Harrington, Brenda C. Thomas, Eleanor Thurman, 
Sherman and Elizabeth Morton, Larry and Alta Huskey, 
Mac English
In Honor of  David, Kelly, Emily, and Brian Hardin by Mary 
Scott
In Memory of  Mary Lackey by Larry and Alta Huskey
In Honor of  Pastors and Church Staff by Larry and Alta 
Huskey
In Honor of  Rob Sterling and Mark Biagi by Larry and Alta 
Huskey
In Honor of  Pairs & Spares teachers, Lynn Dare, Carol 
Sewell, Sandy Failing, and Elaine Wilson by Pairs & Spares 
SS Class

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
In Honor of  Dave Danford by Lorieta Tadlock

CELEBRATE RECOVERY
In Memory of  Rob Irwin by Pete and Elizabeth Brown
In Memory of  Neal Cook by Pete and Elizabeth Brown
In Memory of  Aaron Clift by Tony and Judy Clift

FAITH PROMISE
In Memory of  Carole Sheppard by Terri and Garold Goodin

FOUNTAIN CITY MINISTRY CENTER
In Memory of  Billy Rogers, Jr. by Mark Biagi
In Memory of  Charlie Thompson by Tom Harrington
In Memory of  Virginia Sands by Tom Harrington
In Memory of  Zeno Brown by Pete and Elizabeth Brown

MUSIC MINISTRIES
In Honor of  Charles and Kathy Harrington by Tom Har-
rington, Chloe Harrington
In Honor of  Allan and Amy Bible by Tom Harrington Chloe 
Harrington

SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Memory of  Dawn Greenway by Mark Biagi
In Honor of  the Whobodies SS class by Arlene Garrison
In Honor of  Bob Bryan by the Christian Fellowship SS class

Our extended church family continues to grow! We invite you to rejoice 
in the following blessings with us!

Join us in celebrating the recent marriage of  Denise Catron to Eric 
Boyer on December 15. Congratulations on your marriage!

Join us in celebrating new members Denise and Eric Boyer on
December 9 in The Journey. Welcome to our FCUMC family! 

Join us in celebrating new member William Carter on December 16 in 
The Journey. Welcome to our FCUMC family!

Join us in celebrating the birth of  Whitaker Waring to proud parents 
Blake and Brittany and big brother Crockett! Congratulations on your 
new little squish!

We at FCUMC have a great many things to celebrate with our church 
family! If  you have a celebration to include, please email jessie.but-
tram@fountaincityumc.org. Photos are always welcome!

OUR PRESENCE
CELEBRATING WITH
OUR FCUMC FAMILY

NEWS, NOTES, AND

THE NOTEWORTHY

ADULTS 50+ UPDATE
Come join our Adults 50+ group for another fantastic 
year of  coloring fun! We will kick of  our new year with 
some hot cocoa to keep us warm! Join us on Thursday, 
January 17, from 1:00om to 3:00om in Room 137. Susan 
Schumpert will be our host. We will have all the supplies 
you need, or feel free to bring your own! We look forward 
to seeing you for fellowship, coloring, and fun! No 
reservations needed - just show up!

Due to its popularity, we are bringing back a full
schedule of  social media classes! Make sure to watch for 
new classes on the schedule! We will kick off the year with 
iPhone Basics and Android Basics classes on January 22 
& 23. The cost for this two-day class is $25. Class sizes are 
limited to maximize the learning, so sign up early! Paid 
registration is required to reserve your spot. Don’t delay 
- pay today!

Online registration is available at www.socialmedi-
a4seniors.net. For more information about our Adults 
50+ ministry, contact Jeanie Tillman at jeanie.tillman@
fountaincityumc.org or by calling the church office at 
(865) 689-5175. 

RESURRECTION 2019
Our youth will be heading back to the mountains on 
January 25-27 for Resurrection 2019! This is an annual 
event in Pigeon Forge that draws in hundreds of  youth 
and their leaders for a weekend focusing on God and His 
work in their lives. 

Registration is available at www.fcumcyouth.org. 
Pricing includes event admission, transportation, and 
overnight accommodations. For more information on 
this meaningful weekend, contact Daniel Doubleday at 
daniel.doubleday@fountaincityumc.org.

ABOUT THE COVER PHOTO: Just like freshly fallen 

snow, the new year seems to hold a whole world of  new 
possibility! Let’s make this the best year yet!

If  you’d like to see one (or two or five!) of  your photos 
grace the cover of  future The Spirit newsletters, please 
email jessie.buttram@fountaincityumc.org.

JANUARY USHERS
8:30AM SERVICE
Scott Womack - Head Usher
Twila Womack - Head Usher
Bruce Luttrell
Jeane Luttrell

11:00AM SERVICE
John Bolton - Head Usher
Gary McMahon - Head Usher
Rob Koho
Elizabeth Morton
Sherman Morton
Charlie Durham
Kenton Page
Harry McLeod

Mark your calendars, this popular 
annual event will be here before you 
know it!

Fathers and father-figures are
encouraged to invite their daughters 
and special girls in their lives to our 
annual Father/Daughter Dance! The 
date is set for February 9 and online 
registration is now live!

This is always a special event for
the young ladies and their fathers 
in our community, and an excellent
outreach opportunity for our 
ministries! Make sure to snag your 
tickets soon!

For more information, contact
Donna Lewis at donna.lewis@
fountaincityumc.org.

Andrea McCarter, Director of  Discipleship at 
FCUMC, has resigned from her position effective 
December 31. She is still a committed member and 
leader in our church body, and we thank her for 
her work and dedication over the past six months! 
Our Staff Parish Relations Committee is currently 
working on a plan for coverage for 2019, as well as 
re-evaluating the demands of  that position. Join me 
in thanking Andrea for her leadership!



As you are well aware by now, the Council
of  Bishops has called a Special Session 
of  the General Conference of  The United
Methodist Church to be held February 23-
26, 2019, in St. Louis, Missouri. The purpose 
will be to receive and act on a report from 
the Commission on a Way Forward based 
on the recommendations of  the Council of  
Bishops. 

Because this is an important time in the life 
of  the United Methodist Church, we have 
been intentional in providing resources 
and links in our weekly eNews. We have 
also invited Rev. Wil Cantrell, author of  
the book Unafraid and Unashamed: Facing 
the Future of United Methodism, to lead an 
event at FCUMC on Sunday, January 20. 

We invite you to join us on that day from 
2:30pm to 4:00pm in the gym to hear Wil 
speak. He will give us a brief  review of  the 
history of  the presenting issue and what 
has brought us to this point of  calling a 
Special Session of  the General Conference 
in 2019. He will also give us some highlights 
of  the plans being presented at this special 
session, with an opportunity to ask him 
questions.

We hope you take advantage of  this
informative session as the United Methodist 
Church intentionally searches and prays 
for a way forward that best follows 
God’s call to His Church to be His light and 
love and truth in this world. We also invite 
you to pray for this Special Session and the 
delegates scheduled to attend.

Some additional resources available to help 
you navigate this special session are:

     - UMC.org: Information on the 2019
Special Session of  General Conference

and the Final Report from The
Commission on a Way Forward.

      - Holston.org: Holston Conference
delegation prepares for General

Conference.
     - wilcantrell.com: Wil’s website where 

you can find his book as well as his
additional insights to this issue.

The Holston Conference delegation invites 
church members to email their questions 
and concerns to delegation@holston.org 
as we approach this special session. You can 
also reach out to pastor Tom Ballard at tom.
ballard@fountaincityumc.org or (865) 
689-5175 for more information.

ADULT EDUCATION FUND
BY THE WHOBODIES SS CLASS

Many of  our adult students will begin a new semester soon.
The Jay Garrison Adult Education Fund provides
financial aid to these students. Funds cover most costs 
associated with education including tuition, fees and 
childcare, as well as books, supplies, and transportation 
costs necessary to achieve educational goals. 

If  you or someone you know needs this assistance, please 
contact Charley Gray at chascgray@gmail.com or (865) 
947-0473, the Church office, or a member of  the Whobodies 
Sunday School Class to apply for a grant. 

The Whobodies Sunday School Class administers the fund 
and awards assistance. Applications are taken all year long 
and are open to church members or anyone in the local 
community. Awards are distributed monthly.

The assistance covers any adult students pursuing 
further education through GED, college, trade school, or 
other recognized programs. Not every student is going to 
college, but everyone needs some education.  Please use this 
opportunity to help someone. 

If  you would like to make a contribution to the Jay Garrison 
Adult Education Fund, please note in memo line on your 
check. All contributions can be made through the church and 
100% of  funds are given to deserving students. There are no 
administrative costs. 

A HOME DEDICATION
Just look at the beautiful home FCUMC helped fund 
and build this past Fall! We are so blessed and honored 
to have been a partner with Habitat for Humanity and 
the important work they do in our community. Thank 
you for your generosity!

JOHN’S CORNER
BY JOHN GARGIS, ASSOCIATE PASTOR

What a month December has been! On one particular Sunday, we enjoyed
almost 800 folks in all of  our worship services. We even ran out of  chairs in 
The Journey! 

And later that month, after being reunited at our Celebrate Recovery
ministry (and enjoying six weeks of  marriage counseling with me), Denise 

and Eric were married in our chapel. On another Tuesday night, a packed house witnessed Pat and Richie (who are in the 
Focus Prison Ministry) light our Advent Candle, and four people decided to begin a new way of  life. As I’m writing this 
article, we still have our Christmas eve services and a special Celebrate Recovery service on Christmas day to experience.

But by the time you read this note, it will be a new year.  The new year will bring many questions such as: did we finish the 
year “in the black?” What will happen at our General Conference in February?

As I reflect on 2019, it dawns on me that Denise, Eric, Pat, Richie and four new blue-chip recipients probably have different 
questions. They are more focused on their new way of  life. They are focused on continuing the work toward wholeness of  
life.

Maybe we can learn from Denise, Eric, Pat, Richie and our four new friends. In 2019, let us all keep the main thing – the 
main thing. Let us keep our focus on growing closer to Jesus each day. Let us continue to be the safe place for others to come 
hear the good news of  Jesus Christ.  God bless you!

PRAYING OUR WAY

F O R W A R D


